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TO  jOHir  roxcRorr. 
Jlgenof  m  procuring  JValpoli^i  Grant.  —  Postoffice. 

London,  4  Pebniary,  1779. 
D«AR   FaiEXDy 

I  have  written  two  or  three  small  letters  to  you 
sbce  mv  return  from  Ireland  and  Scotland.  Mr.  Todd 
has  not  yet  shoun  me  that,  which  you  wrote  to  him 
about  the  New  Colony,  though  he  mentioned  it,  and 
will  let  me  see  it,  I  supix)se,  when  I  call  on  him.*  I 
toid  you  in  one  of  mine,  that  he  has  advanced  for  your 
share  what  has  been  paid  by  others,  though  I  was 
ready  to  do  it,  and  shall  in  the  whole  aflfair  take  the 
tame  care  of  your  interest  as  of  my  own* 

You  take  notice,  that  ""Mr.  Wharton's  friends  wiU 
not  allow  me  any  tmrit  in  this  transaction,  but  inaist 
Ike  trfy}lf  is  owing  to  l)is  superior  abilities."  It  is  a 
common  error  in  friends,  when  tliey  would  extol  their 
Inend,  to  make  conipari.sons,  and  to  depreciate  the 
merit^i  of  others.  It  was  not  necessary  for  his  friends 
to  do  so  in  this  case,  Mr.  Wharton  will  in  truth 
hare  a  good  deal  of  merit  in  the  affair  if  it  succeedsi 
he  having  been  exceedingly  active  and  industrious  in 


*  8t«  th«*  putkuUrv  •hoQi  \hm  Ntw  CokMjr,  Vol  IV.  |>pw  333^  301 
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soliciting  it,  and  m  drawing  up  memorials  and  papers 
to  support  the  application  and  remove  objections.  But, 
though  I  have  not  been  equally  active,  it  not  being 
thought  proper,  that  I  should  appear  much  in  the 
solicitation,  since  I  became  a  little  obnoxious  to  the 
ministry,  oh  account  of  my  letters  to  America,  yet  I 
suppose  my  advice  may  have  been  thought  of  some 
use,  since  it  has  been  asked  on  every  step,  and  I 
believe,  that,  being  longer  and  better  known  here  than 
Mr.  Wharton,  I  may  have  lent  some  weight  to  his 
negotiations  by  joining  in  the  affair,  from  the  greater 
confidence  men  are  apt  to  place  in  one  they  know, 
than  in  a  stranger.  HdWever,  ^  I  neither  ask  nor 
expect  any  particular  consideration  for  any  service  I 
may  have  done,  and  only  think  I  ought  to  •escape 
censure,  I  shall  not  enlai^e  on  this  invidious  topic 

Let  us  all  do  our  endeavours,  m  our  several  capa- 
cities, for  the  common  service;  and,  if  one  has  the 
ability  or  opportunity  of  doing  more  for  his  friends  than 
another,  let  him  think  that  a  happiness,  and  be  satis- 
fied. The  business  is  not  yet  quite  completed;  and, 
as  many  things  may  happen  between  the  cup  and  the 
Bp,  perhaps  there  may  be  nothing  of  this  kind  fw 
friends  to  dispute  about  For,  if  nobody  should  re- 
ceive any  benefit,  there  would  be  no  scrambling  for 
the  honor.        • 

In  yours  from  New  York,  of  July  3d,  you  men- 
tioned your  intention  of  purchasing  a  bill  to  send  hith- 
er, as  soon  as  you  retiuned  home  from  your  journey. 
I  have  not  since  received  any  from  you,  which  I  only 
take  notice  of,  that,  if  you  have  sent  any,  you  may 
not  blame  me  for  not  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it 

In  mine  of  April  20th,  I  explamed  to  you  what 
I  had  before  mentioned,  that  in  settling  our  private 
Accounts,  I  had  paid  you  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
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aod  eighty-nine  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  in  my  own 
wrong,  having  before  paid  it  for  you  to  the  genend 
postottice.  I  hope  that  since  you  have  received  your 
books,  and  looked  o%'er  the  accounts,  you  are  satisfied 
of  this.  1  am  anxious  for  your  answer  upon  it,  the 
sum  being  too  lai;gc  to  be  left  long  without  an  ad* 
jusiment    I  am,  &c 

B.  Frakklut. 


TO    CADWALLADER    EVAlfS, 

Silk  produced  in  Pennsylvania^  and  sent  to  England 
for  a  Bauntj/. 

London,  6  FelmiAfy,  1779L 

Dear  Doctor, 
The  trunks  of  silk  were  detained  at  the  custom* 
bouse  tin  rery  lately ;  first,  because  of  the  holidayii 
and  then  waiting  to  get  two  persons,  skilful  in  silk,  to 
mike  a  valuation  of  it,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  boun- 
ty. As  5oon  as  that  was  done,  and  the  trunks  brought 
to  my  houiie,  I  waited  on  Dr.  Fothergill  to  request 
he  would  come  and  see  it  opened,  and  consuk  about 
disposing  of  it,  which  he  could  not  do  till  last  Thurs* 
day.  On  examining  it,  we  found  that  the  vahia^  had 
openeti  all  the  i)arcels,  in  ortler,  we  suppose,  to  see 
the  quality  of  each,  hail  nt^glected  to  make  them  up 
again,  and  the  dinn^tions  and  marks  were  bst,  (ex- 
cept that  from  Mr.  Vivrki\  and  that  of  the  second  crop,) 
fo  that  we  could  not  find  which  was  intended  for  the 
Queen,  and  which  for  the  Proprietary  family.  Then, 
being  no  judges  ourselves,  we  concluded  to  get  Mr. 
Pattenion  or  some  other  skilful  jierson,  to  come  and 
pick  out  six  pounds  of  the  best  for  her  Afajesty,  and 
four  pounds  for  each  of  the  other  ladies.    This  I  have 
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endeavoured,  but  it  is  not  yet  done,  though  I  houriy 
expect  it. 

Mr.  Boydell,  broker  for  the  ship,  attended  the  cus- 
tomhouse to  obtain  the  valuation,  and  had  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  get  it  managed.  I  have  not  since 
seen  him,  nor  heard  the  sum  they  reported,  but  hope 
to  give  you  all  the  particulars  by  the  next  ship,  which 
I  understand  sails  in  about  a  fortnight,  when  Dr.  Foth- 
ergill  and  myself  are  to  write  a  joint  letter  to  the  com- 
mittee, to  whom  please  to  present  my  respects,  and 
assure  them  of  my  most  faithful  sendees.  I  am  charm- 
ed with  the  sight  of  such  a  quantity  the  second  year, 
and  have  great  hopes  the  produce  will  now  be  es- 
tablished. The  second  crop  silk  seems  to  me  not  in- 
ferior to  the  others;  and,  if  it  is  practicable  with  us 
to  have  two  crops,  and  the  second  season  does  not 
interfere  too  much  with  other  business  in  the  fanning 
way,  I  think  it  will  be  a  great  addition  to  the  profits, 
as  well  as  to  the  quantity. 

Dr.  Fothergill  has  a  number  of  Chinese  drawings, 
of  which  some  represent  the  process  of  raising  silk, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  I  am  to  call  at  his 
house  and  assist  m  looking  them  out,  he  intending 
to  send  them  as  a  present  to  the  Silk  Company.  I 
have  now  only  time  to  add,  that  I  am  ever,  yours 
very  affectionately, 

B.  Franklin.* 


*  On  the  same  subject  he  subsequently  wrote  the  following  ahoit 
notes  to  Dr.  Evans. 

"  London,  5  May,  1772.  —  You  write,  that,  besides  what  was  sent 
here,  fifty-four  pounds  had  been  reeled  at  the  filature  of  private  per- 
■0118,  who  are  getting  it  manufactured  into  mitts,  stockings,  and  stuffs. 
This  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear;  and  I  hope  that  practice  will 
be  rather  followed,  than  the  sending  small  parcels  to  be  manufactured 
liere,  which  are  diflScult  to  get  done,  where  all  goes  on  in  the  great 
way.    Let  nothing  discourage  you.    Perseverance  will  conquer  all  dif> 
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rmOM   DAVID   HUME   TO   B«   VKANKLUf. 

On  the  Prejudices  agamst  his  IVritings. 

fidiobfirfii,  7  Fe^nury,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  rery  glad  to  bear  of  your  safe  anrival  'm 
London,  after  being  exposed  to  as  many  perils  as  St 
Paul,  by  land  and  by  water,  thougb  to  no  perils  among 
Ube  brethren ;  for  the  good  wishes  of  all  your  brother 
philosophers  in  this  place,  attend  you  heartily  and  sia* 

acottiea;  40ii  the  conUibutort  will  have  the  glohoui  ffUiifAcUoo  of 
l»Yiiif  procared  an  tiie«tiinable  advantage  to  their  country.** 

'^  Ltmittt,  8  /MfM,  1779.  — I  have  at  length  piirchaaed  8tnngl•Do«^i 
nfte  for  jcMi,  or  for  yoa  and  Mr.  Jaoiea,  aa  you  aettle  it  between  yoa. 
Am  a  vaa  be  that  inimedialL*ljr  recommended  the  boaineoa  to  me,  I 
kave  aeat  the  wrHinge  to  him  by  thia  packet  The  righta  coat  XllC^ 
•md  9k§  elMTfea  were  £S  15  &  There  m  a  l#itt»r  of  tho  Pioptioliiy 
lo  Mr.  TilghflHUi,  which  it  ia  auppoaed  will  remoire  aU  difictaltieo  m 
tk»  oftce,  and  I  hope  the  purcliaac  will  prove  advantagtotia.  Be  on 
food  aa  to  acquaint  the  Silk  Committee,  to  whom  I  wrote  ftilly  by  te 
laol  pocket,  tiMt  I  have  aince  received  tho  bounty  from  Boydofl  te 
bioker.  The  whole  aum  from  government  waa  £U5  lU  ti;  tho  charfoa 
were  £  5  1 1  (> ;  ao  thf*  ot*t  aum  n»rfi\i*tl  by  me  wa*  £'X)  8  0.  Thi8| 
with  th<»  £  121  SO,  which  I  am  in  recrire  on  thr  lOth  iniUnt,  wfll 
mmkm  Um  whc4e  £  ISSi  l.i  0,  aubject  lo  the  orders  of  tho  ConNOittoo,* 

•itfaoioo,  '4  Iktemkv^  177*i.  —  I  received  your  favor  of  October  *ilol, 
wUh  th«*  bill  rnrliiiMHl,  drawn  ofi  rm*  by  i»fdrf  of  Ui«*  managerv  for  pn>- 
Bai»og  On*  rnKuff  of  atlk.  for  £  1519  0  (I,  tn  favor  of  iamea  Sl  Driaktr 
aod  youfwlf,  and  am  glad  th<*  porchaae  1  made  waa  aatia^ctory*  Jk» 
tkm  mum  r&creda  my  di4bur«Mii<*i)t,  ihv  overplus  «ill  wait  your  ordera; 
aAd  partK-iiUrly  1  wi«h  t>>  havf  ilirortioiH  what  I  am  to  pay  Ifr. 
WW^lrr  fur  hta  diligence  and  trmible  in  the  tranaaction,  which  reoHf 
woo  cuoaidrrab^'.** 

lo  a  Wwr  U»  Urn  wife  h<*  aay*;  **Th(*  Silk  (*ommittee  were  ao  good 

00  to  m«ke  m«*  a  prrvcnt  of  ft>iir  p(Hind«  of  raw  ^tlk.  !  have  had  it 
worked  Ofs  with  aome  addition  of  thr  aami*  kind  of  ailk«  mu%  a  Prooell 
ffwy  dwfOft,  wkich  m  a  faahmoable  culor,  cithrr  for  <»ld  or  y<Hing  wooaoa. 

1  tbrrrf^m*  arnd  it  aa  a  pr«>««-nt  io  you  and  Hally,  undrrvUnding  there 
ia  eixMigh  I')  make  rach  of  you  a  mtf^i^^t.  If  y<^  ahould  rather  In- 
to oall  M,  it  io  valu«Hi  here  at  au  ahillinga  and  aupeoco  a  yard) 

I  hope  yoo  wtU  woor  it**-*^!!/^  J5IA,  ITTdL 
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cerfely,  together  with  much  regret  that  your  busmess 
would  not  allow  you  to  pass  more  time  among  them. 

Brother  Lin  expects  to  see  you  soon,  before  he 
takes  his  little  trip  round  the  world.  You  have  heard, 
no  doubt,  of  that  project  The  circumstances  of  the 
affair  could  not  be  more  honorable  for  him,  nor  could 
the  honor  be  conferred  on  one,  who  deserves  it  more. 

I  really  believe,  with  the  French  author  of  whom 
you  have  favored  me  with  an  extract,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  my  being  a  Scotchman  has  been  a  con- 
siderable objection  to  me.  So  factious  is  this  country ! 
I  expected,  in  entering  on  my  literary  course,  that  all 
the  Christians,  all  the  whigs,  and  all  the  tories,  should 
be  my  enemies.  But  it  is  hard  that  all  the  English, 
Irish,  and  Welsh,  should  be  also  against  me.  The 
Scotch  likewise  cannot  be  much  my  friends,  as  no 
man  is  a  prophet  in  his  own  country.  However,  it 
is  some  consolation  that  I  can  bear  up  my  head  un- 
der all  this  prejudice.  I  fancy  that  I  must  have  re- 
course to  America  for  justice.  You  told  me,  I  think, 
that  your  countrymen  in  that  part  of  the  world  in- 
tended to  do  me  the  honor  of  giving  an  edition  of 
my  writings,  and  you  promised  that  you  should  re- 
commend to  them  to  follow  the  last  edition,  which 
is  in  the  press.  I  now  use  the  freedom  of  reminding 
you  of  it 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to  Sir  John  Pringle, 
and  tell  him  how  much  I  wish  for  his  company ;  and 
be  so  good  as  to  give  him  a  description  of  the  house 
I  reserve  for  him  in  this  Square.  If  you  really  go 
over  to  America,  we  hope  you  will  not  grudge  us 
Sir  John  as  a  legacy.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  truth 
and  regard,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

David  Hume. 


CORRE8PONOENCS. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIirO. 


Little  done  in  Parliament  relatitig  to  Jhnerica^  —  L/nd 
IfilUborouglk  — j%eii/«  tn  England  tumecessaryf  tin* 
k$s  received  an  a  different  Footing. 

London,  13  April,  177^ 

Sir, 

I  wrote  to  you  in  January  last  a  long  letter,  bjr 
Mejrrick,  and  at  the  same  time  wrote  to  the  Commtl- 
tee,  since  which  I  have  received  no  line  from  any  one 
io  Boston,  nor  has  Mr.  BoUan  yet  received  the  answer 
we  wait  for,  respecting  the  eastern  settlements  on  the 
crown  land* 

The  Parliament  has  been  employed  in  the  royal 
marriage  bill,  and  other  business ;  nothing  of  import 
tance  relating  to  America  has  been  mentioned  hitherto 
during  the  session,  and  it  is  thought  that  India  afiairs 
will  &11  up  the  remainder  of  the  time,  to  the  proroga* 
tioiL  I  have  not  met  with  Lord  Hillsborough  since 
my  return  from  Ireland,  seeing  no  use  at  present  in 
attending  his  levees.  The  [xipers  mentioned  his  in- 
tention of  moving  something  in  the  House  of  Liords 
rdatiii^  to  America,  but  I  cannot  learn  there  wbs  any 
inith  in  it 

It  Lh  my  present  puqiose  to  return  home  this  sum* 
incr,  in  which  case,  1  supjx^se  I  ^m  to  leave  your 
busine^is  and  i>ai)ers  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lee,  which 
I  shall  do,  if  I  do  not   receive  other  directions. 

Upon  the  present  plan  here  of  admitting  no  agent, 
but  such  as  governors  shall  approve  oC  from  year  to 
year,  and  of  course  none  but  such  as  the  ministry  ap* 
proves  oC  I  do  not  conceive  thai  agents  can  be  of 
moth  use  to  you ;  and,  therefore,  I  suppose  you  would 
fitlier  decline  appointmg  any.     In  my  opinion,  thej 
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have  at  all  times  been  of  full  as  much  service  to  gov- 
ernment here,  as  to  the  cobnies  from  whence  they 
come,  and  might  still  be  so,  if  properly  attended  to, 
m  preventing,  by  theh"  better  information,  those  dis- 
gracefiil  blunders  of  government,  that  arise  from  its 
ignorance  of  our  situation,  circumstances,  abilities,  tem- 
per, ^c«,  such  as  the  Stamp  Act,  which  too  would 
have  been  prevented,  if  the  agents  had  been  regard- 
ed* Therefore  I  should  think,  that,  if  agents  can  be 
allowed  here  on  no  other  footing  than  is  now  pro- 
posed, we  should  omit  sending  any,  and  leave  the 
crowUf  when  it  wants  our  aids,  or  would  transact  busif- 
aess  with  us,  to  send  its  minister  to  the  colonies. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  the  Commit*' 
toe,  and  duty  to  the  Assembly,  and  believe  me,  with 
siucere  esteem,  &c 

B.  FBANKLIir, 


TQ   MRS.   DEBORAH   FRANKUN. 

London,  5  May,  1773. 

My  dear  Child, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  2d,  and  am 
glad  to  hear  that  the  ship  from  Ireland  is  got  safe 
mto  Antigua.  I  hope  you  will  now  get  the  little  token 
I  ^ent  you  from  thence.  I  have  not  received  the  let- 
ter you  mention  to  have  given  the  young  ScotchmaOi 
nor  that  from  Mr.  Craige. 

I  am  sorry  for  the  disorder  that  has  fallen  on  our 
fiiend  Kannersley,  but  liope  he  will  get  the  better  of 
it  I  thank  you  for  your  advice  about  putting  back 
a  fit  of  the  gout.  I  shall  never  attempt  such  a  thing. 
Indeed  I  have  not  much  occasion  to  complsdn  of  the 
gout,  having  had  but  two  slight  fits  since  I  came  l^ 
tp  S^nglaAd.    I  hope  Mr.  Bache  is  with  you  and  hi; 
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bmSty  b?  this  time,  as  he  sailed  from  the  Downs  the 
btter  end  of  February.  My  lore  to  him  and  Sally, 
and  young  master,  who,  I  suppose,  is  master  of  the 
bouse.  Tell  him,  that  Billy  Hewson  is  as  much  thought 
of  here  as  he  can  be  there ;  was  weaned  last  Satur^ 
day ;  bves  music ;  comes  to  see  his  grandmother ;  and 
w3l  be  lifted  up  to  knock  at  the  door  himsdC  as  be 
has  done  while  I  was  writing  thb  at  the  request  of 
Mrs.  Steirenson,  who  sends  her  k)ve,  as  Sally  does 
ber  duty.  Thanks  to  God,  I  continue  well,  and  anit 
as  erer^  your  affectionate  husband, 

B.  FRAlfSLUf.* 


TO   Mils.  DEBORAH   rRAlfKUlT. 

Jommey  to  the  jyarth  of  EngUauL 

London,  14  Jolf,  177SL 

Mr  DCAE  Child, 
I  am  just  returned  from  a  journey  of  near  a  month, 
which  has  given  a  new  spring  to  my  health  and  spir- 
its. I  did  not  get  home  in  time  to  i%Tite  by  Osborae, 
bat  shall  write  fully  to  my  friends  in  general  by  Cap- 
tain  All,  who  sails  about  the  end  of  the  week. 


•  H«  wrote  the  Mine  day  to  another  correspondent;  "The 
•f  FftHiftineat  bo  been  a  quiet  one,  and  now  draws  near  a  conctniioa, 
OpftmUMM  ba«  made  no  Agure,  and  Lord  North  roanifes  ably.  Pmm 
la  ne^txiaung  between  the  Turku  and  Ruaaiana;  and  miserable  Poland 
la  la  a  lair  way  of  betn|f  pacified  too,  if  the  entrance  of  more  atanduif 
anin  into  it  can  produce  peace.  There  ia  no  appearance  of  any  o(h«r 
wmt  hktlf  to  ante  ta  Europe,  and  thence  a  proepect  of  leaaeninf  ctm^ 
ttivrably  the  national  dfbt  I  conUnue  well.  8ir  J<»hn  Pnngle  hM 
pmpuatd  to  me  a  journey  for  thi^  nimroer  to  Hwitjurriand.  But  I  baf« 
MC  reaoifed  upon  it,  and  I  b«*lie?e  I  ahall  miC  I  am  balanemf  spoa 
a  wuh  of  naitinf  at  l«a«t,  if  not  retuminf  for  food  and  all  (aa  tilt 
pkfaaa  m)  to  America*  If  1  do  not  do  that,  I  shall  spend  the 
vflii  socoe  or  other  of  those   fnenda,  who   have    invited  me  to 
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I  was  charged  with  abundance  of  love  to  you,  and 
Sally^  and  Ben,  from  our  sister  Bache  and  her  amiabla 
daughters.  I  spent  some  days  at  Preston,  visited  sevi- 
eral  friends  m  Cumberland,  WestmOTcland,  Yorkshire, 
and  Staffordshire.  Rachel  Wilson  sent  her  love  to  you 
and  our  children,  as  did  our  remaining  relations  at 
Birmingham,  where  I  likewise  stayed  several  days.  In 
Cumberland  I  ascended  a  very  high  mountain,  where 
I  had  a  prospect  of  a  most  beautiful  country,  of  hills, 
fields,  lakes,  villas,  &c.,  and  at  Whitehaven  went  down 
the  coal  mines,  till  they  told  me  I  was  eighty  fathoma 
under  the  surface  of  the  sea,  which  rolled  over  our 
heads;  so  that  I  have  been  nearer  both  the  upper 
and  lower  regions,  than  ever  in  my  life  before.  My 
love  to  our  children,  and  all  inquiring  friends.  I  am 
ever,  my  dear  Debby,  your  affectionate  husband, 

B.  Franklht. 


TO   WILUAM   FRANKLIN. 

Removal  of  Lord  Hillsborough.  —  Lord  Dartmouth. 

LondoD,  17  Au^^st,  177U. 

Dear  Son, 
At  length  we  have  got  rid  of  Lord  Hillsborough, 
and  Lord  Dartmouth  takes  his  place,  to  the  great  satr 
isfaction  of  all  the  friends  of  America.  You  will  hear 
it  said  among  you,  I  suppose,  that  the  interest  of 
the  Ohio  planters  has  ousted  him;  but  the  truth  is, 
what  I  wrote  you  long  since,  that  all  his  brother  min- 
isters disliked  him  extremely,  and  wished  for  a  fair 
OGcasbn  of  tripping  up  his  heels;  so,  seeing  that  he 
made  a  point  of  defeating  our  scheme,  they  made  an- 
other of  supportmg  it,  on  purpose  to  mortify  him,  which 
they  knew  his  pride  could  not  bear.    I  do  not  mean 
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thej  woukl  hare  done  this,  if  they  had  thought  oar 
proposal  bad  in  it^lC  or  his  opposition  well  founded; 
but  I  believe,  if  he  had  been  on  good  terms  with 
them,  they  would  not  hare  differed  with  him  for  so 
small  a  matter.  The  King,  too,  was  tired  of  him  and 
of  his  administration,  which  had  weakened  the  affec- 
tioo  and  respect  of  the  colonies  for  a  royal  gofem* 
ment,  of  which  (I  may  say  it  to  you)  I  used  proper 
means  from  time  to  time  that  his  Majesty  should  have 
due  information  and  convincing  proofs.  More  of  this 
when  I  see  you. 

The  King's  dislike  made  the  others  more  firmly 
vnited  in  the  resolution  of  disgracing  Hillsborough,  by 
setting  at  nought  his  famous  report^  But,  now  thl^ 
bostoess  b  done,  perhaps  our  affair  may  be  less  n^ 
garded  in  the  cabinet  and  suffered  to  linger,  and  pos^ 
siWy  may  yet  miscarry.  Therefore  let  us  beware  of 
every  word  and  action,  that  may  betray  a  confidence 
b  its  success,  lest  we  render  ourselves  ridicubus  m 
case  of  disappointment.  We  are  now  pushmg  for  a 
completion  of  the  business;  but  the  time  is  unfavoT'* 
abte,  everybody  gone  or  going  into  the  country,  which 
gives  room  for  accidents, 

I  am  writing  by  Falconer,  and  therefore  in  thb  only 
add,  that  I  am  ever  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  FmAVKun. 

P.  S.  The  regard  Lord  Dartmouth  has  alwavs  done 
me  the  honor  to  express  for  me,  gives  me  room  to 
hope  being  able  to  obtain  mort^  in  favor  of  our  colo* 
upon  occasion,  than  1  could  for  some  time  past 
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TO    WILLIAM    FRANKLIN. 

Use  of  bodily  Exercise. 

London,  19  August,  1773. 

Dear  Son, 

In  yours  of  May  14th,  you  acquaint  me  with  your 
indisposition,  which  gave  me  great  concern.  The  res- 
olution you  have  taken  to  use  more  exercise  is  ex- 
tremely proper;  and  I  hope  you  will  steadily  perform 
it  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  prevent  diseases, 
since  the  cure  of  them  by  physic  is  so  very  precarious. 

In  considering  the  different  kinds  of  exercise,  I  have 
thought,  that  the  quantum  of  each  is  to  be  judged  o( 
not  by  time  or  by  distance,  but  by  the  degree  of 
warmdi  it  produces  m  the  body.  Thus,  when  I  ob- 
serve, if  I  am  cold  when  I  get  into  a  carriage  in  a 
morning,  I  may  ride  all  day  without  being  warmed  by 
it ;  that,  if  on  horseback  my  feet  are  cold,  I  may  ride 
some  hours  before  they  become  warm;  but,  if  I  am 
ever  so  cold  on  foot,  I  cannot  walk  an  hour  briskly, 
without  glowing  from  head  to  foot  by  the  quickened 
circulation;  I  have  been  ready  to  say,  (using  round 
numbers  witliout  regard  to  exactness,  but  merely  to 
make  a  great  difference,)  that  there  is  more  exercise 
in  one  mile's  riding  on  horseback,  than  five  in  a  coach ; 
and  more  in  one  mile's  walking  on  foot,  than  m  five  on 
horseback;  to  which  I  may  add,  that  there  is  more 
in  walking  one  mile  up  and  down  stairs,  than  in  five 
on  a  level  floor.  The  two  latter  exercises  may  be 
had  within  doors,  when  the  weather  discourages  going 
abroad ;  and  the  last  may  be  had  when  one  is  pinched 
for  time,  as  containing  a  great  quantity  of  exercise  in 
a  handful  of  minutes.  The  dumb  bell  is  another  ex- 
ercise of  the  latter  compendious  kind.    By  the  use  of 
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k  I  hare  in  forty  swings  quickened  my  pulse  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  beats  in  a  minute,  counted  by  a 
second  watch;  and  I  suppose  the  warmth  generaDy 
with  quickness  of  pulse. 

B.  pRAirKLor. 


TO    WILLIAM    FRAKKUK. 

Ltrd  KlUboraugh  rtfuBts  Admittance  to  him.  —  Jiit 
agrttabte  Stuation  in  London.  —  Desires  to  return 
Horns.  —  Chosen  into  the  Royal  Academy  at  Paris. 

London,  19  AofUil,  1779L 

DcAR  Soir, 

I  received  yours  of  June  SOth.  I  am  vexed  that 
msf  letter  to  you,  written  at  Glasgow,  miscarried ;  not 
•0  much  that  you  did  not  receive  it,  as  that  it  is 
probably  m  other  hands.  It  contained  some  accounts 
of  what  passed  in  Ireland,  which  were  for  you  only. 

As  Lord  Hillsborough  in  fact  got  nothing  out  of 
mt^  I  should  rather  suppose  he  threw  me  away  as  an 
orange  that  would  yield  no  juice,  and  therefore  not 
worth  more  s(]ueezing.  When  I  had  been  a  little 
while  returned  to  London,  I  waited  on  him  to  thank 
for  his  civilities  in  In*land,  and  to  discourse  with 
oo  a  Georgia  affair.  The  [x>rter  told  me  he  was 
lot  at  home.  1  U*ft  my  rani,  went  another  time, 
Md  received  the  same  answer,  though  I  knew  he 
was  at  home,  a  friend  of  mine  being  with  him.  After 
intermissions  of  a  week  each,  1  made  two  more  visitSi 
Md  received  the  same  answer.  The  last  time  was 
on  a  levee  day,  when  a  number  of  carriages  were  at 
hb  door.  My  coachman  driving  up,  alighted,  and  was 
opening  the  coach  door,  when  the  ()orter,  seeing  me, 
out,  and  surlily  chid  the  coachman  for  opening 
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the  doOT  before  he  had  mquired  wheth^  my  Lord 
was  at  home;  and  then  turning  to  me,  said,  "My  Lord 
is  not  at  home."  I  have  never  since  been  nigh  hiiat 
and  we  have  only  abused  one  another  at  a  distwc^ 

The  contrast,  as  you  observe,  is  very  strikmg  be- 
tween his  conversation  with  the  chief  justice,  and  his 
letter  to  you  concerning  your  province.  I  know  him 
to  be  as  double  and  deceitful  as  any  man  I  ever  met 
vnth.  But  we  have  done  with  him,  I  hope,  for  ever. 
His  removal  has,  I  believe,  been  meditated  ever  snice 
the  death  of  the  Princess  Dowager.  For  I  rec(dlect, 
that  on  my  complaming  of  him  about  that  time  to  a 
frieBd  at  court,  whom  you  may  guess,  he  told  me,  we 
Americans  were  represented  by  Hillsborough  as  an 
unquiet  people,  not  easily  satisfied  with  any  ministry; 
that,  however,  it  was  thought  too  much  occasion  had 
been  given  us  to  disKke  the  present;  and  asked  me^ 
whether,  if  he  should  be  removed,  I  could  name  an- 
otbei  Vke\y  to  be  more  acceptable  to  us.  I  said,  •*Yes^ 
there  is  Lord  Dartmouth ;  we  liked  him  v«ry  well 
when  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Board  fwrmerfy,  and 
probably  should  like  him  agam."  This  I  heard  no 
more  df,  but  I  am  pretty  sure  it  was  reported  where 
I  could  wish  it,  though  I  know  not  that  it  bad  anj 
effect 

As  to  ray  situation  here,  nothing  can  be  more  agree* 
able,  especiaUy  as  I  hope  for  less  embarrassment  6rom 
the  new  minister;  a  general  respect  paid  me  by  the 
learned,  a  number  of  friends  and  acquaintance  amcmg 
them,  with  whom  I  have  a  pleasing  intercourse;  m 
character  of  so  much  weight,  that  it  has  protected  me 
when  some  in  power  would  have  done  me  injury,  and 
continued  me  m  an  oflSce  they  would  have  deprived 
me  of;  my  company  so  much  desired,  that  I  seldom 
dine  at  home  in  winter,  and  could  spend  the  wh<Je 
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muamer  in  the  country-houses  of  inritkig  friends,  if  I 
diose  it  Learned  and  ingenious  foreigners,  that  come 
to  Engbnd,  almost  all  make  a  point  of  visiting  me; 
for  my  reputation  b  still  higher  abroad  than  h&re. 
Seirerai  of  the  foreign  ambassadors  have  assiduously 
dikivaled  my  acquaintance,  treating  me  as  one  of  their 
€«v7Mi,  pardy  I  believe  from  the  desire  they  have,  from 
time  to  time,  of  hearing  something  of  American  affairs, 
m  object  become  of  importance  in  foreign  courts, 
who  begin  to  hope  Britain's  alarming  power  will  be 
diminbhed  by  the  defection  of  her  colonies ;  and  part^ 
ly  tliat  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of  btroducing 
me  to  the  gentlemen  of  their  country  who  desire  it 
The  King,  too,  has  lately  been  heard  to  speak  of  me 
with  great  regard. 

These  are  flattering  circumstances;  but  a  violent 
bogmg  for  home  sometimes  seizes  me,  which  I  can 
10  otherwise  subdue  but  by  promising  myself  a  return 
MUt  spring  or  next  (all,  and  so  forth.  As  to  retumbg 
,  if  1  once  go  back,  I  have  no  thoughts  of  it  I 
too  far  advanced  in  life  to  propose  three  voyages 
I  have  some  important  affairs  to  setUe  at  home, 
and,  considering  my  double  expenses  here  and  there, 
I  liardiy  think  my  salaries  fully  compensate  the  dis* 
advantages.  The  late  change,  however,  being  throwa 
mo  the  balance,  determines  me  to  stay  another  wbter. 

JhguMt  irld.  —  I  find  I  omitted  congratubting  you 
tm  the  honor  of  your  election  into  the  Society  for 
propagating  the  Ck>spc^l.  Th««  you  match  indeed  my 
Dutch  honor.  But  you  are  again  behind,  for  last  night 
I  received  a  letter  from  Paris,  of  which  Uie  enck)sed 
b  an  extract,  acquainting  me  that  I  am  chosen  JmwocU 
Ehrmgtr  (foreign  member)  of  the  Royal  Academy 
dMe.  There  are  but  eight  of  these  .^smKUM  Etrangen 
h  aB  Europe,  and  those  of  the  moat  distiagviiliad 
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names  for  science.  The  vacancy  I  have  the  honor  of 
filling  was  made  by  the  death  of  the  late  celebrated 
Van  Swieten  of  Vienna.  This  mark  of  respect  from 
the  first  academy  m  the  world,  which  Abbe  Nollet, 
one  of  its  members,  took  so  much  pains  to  prejudice 
against  my  doctrines,  I  consider  as  a  kind  of  victay 
without  mk-shed,  smce  I  never  answered  hun.  I  am. 
told  he  has  but  one  of  his  sect  now  remaining  in 
the  Academy.  All  the  rest,  who  have  in  any  degree 
acquainted  themselves  with  electricity,  are  as  he  calls 
them  Franktinists.*    Yours,  &c. 

B.  Frakklut. 


TO    ANTHONY   BENEZET.f 

On  the  Slave  Trade. 

London,  22  August,  1772L 

Dear  Friend, 
I  made  a  little  extract  fix)m  yours  of  April  27th,  of 
the  number  of   slaves  imported  and    perishing,  with 

•  The  following  is  the  reply,  which  Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  the  Duke 
de  Vrilli^re,  who  had  informed  him  of  his  having  been  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Academy  at  Paris. 

**Dear  Sir;  It  was  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  received  the  informa- 
tion your  Grace  has  condescended  to  give  me,  of  my  nomination  by  the 
King  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  as  Aaaocii  Eiranger, 
I  have  a  high  sense  of  the  great  honor  thereby  conferred  on  me,  and 
beg  that  my  grateful  acknowledgments  may  be  presented  to  his  Majesty. 
With  the  greatest  respect,  dLC."  —  London^  September  Ath^  1772. 

f  A  distinguished  philanthropist,  who  was  bom  in  France,  but  passed 
the  larger  part  of  his  life  in  Philadelphia.  He  belonged  to  the  Society 
of  Friends.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  disinterestedness  and  beneY* 
olence  in  all  the  affairs  of  life ;  but  tlie  objects,  to  which  his  thoughts 
and  his  time  were  the  most  earnestly  devoted,  were  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  the  negroes  and  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  His 
writings  are  supposed  to  have  had  considerable  influence  in  preparing 
the  public  mind  for  this  latter  event  in  the  United  States,  which  was 
finally  consummated  in  the  year  1808.  He  died  at  Philadelphia,  May 
3d,  1784,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one. 
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close  remarks  on  the  hypocrisy  of  this  country, 
encourages  such  a  detesud>le  commerce  by  laws 
bt  promoting  the  Ctuinea  trade ;  while  it  piqued  itself 
01  ks  Tirtue,  love  of  liberty,  and  the  equity  of  its  courts, 
li  setting  free  a  single  negro.  This  was  mserted  fat 
dM  London  Chnmicle,  of  the  20th  of  June  last 

I  thank  you  for  the  Virginia  address,  which  I  shall 
dbo  publish  with  some  remarks.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
tfM  the  disposition  agamst  keepmg  negroes  grows  more 
general  in  North  America.  Several  pieces  have  been 
iMdy  printed  here  against  the  practice,  and  I  hope  in 
time  it  will  be  taken  into  consideration  and  suppress^ 
ed  by  the  legislature.  Your  labors  have  ab^eady  been 
mended  with  great  effects.  I  hope,  therefore,  you  and 
yoor  friends  will  be  encouraged  to  proceed.  My 
wishes  of  success  attend  you,  bemg  ever,  my 
friend,  yours  affectionately, 

B.  Feakklut. 


TO    JOSEPH    GALLOWAT. 

HiU$borougk*$    Re$ignalian.  —  Lord    Dartmouth 
Bncctedi  him.  ^^  Lord  Rochford. 

London,  9  AoftMl,  177^ 

Dkak  Frjcxd, 

I  acknowledged  before  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
May  14th,  since  which  I  have  no  line  from  you.  It 
w9  be  a  pleasure  to  render  any  service  to  Mr.  Tilgh* 
■ttn^  whom  you  recommended. 

The  acts  panned  in  your  winter  and  spring  sessions 
I  hmre  not  yet  receiveil ;  nor  have  I  heard  from  Mr. 
Wibnol,  that  they  have  been  presented. 

Lord  Hilbiborough,  mortified  by  the  Committee  of 
CSounciTs  approbation  of  our  grant,  in  opposition  to  hii 
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report,  has  resigned.  I  believe,  when  he  offered  to  do 
so,  he  had  such  an  op'inion  of  his  importance,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  would  be  accepted ;  and  that  it  would 
be  thought  prudent  rather  to  set  our  grant  aside  than 
part  with  him.  His  colleagues  m  the  mmistry  were 
all  glad  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  perhaps  for  this  reas(^ 
jomed  more  readily  in  giving  him  that  mortification. 
Lord  Dartmouth  succeeds  him,  who  has  much  more 
favorable  dispositions  towards  the  colonies.  He  has 
heretofore  expressed  some  personal  regard  for  me,  and 
I  hope  now  to  find  our  business  with  the  Board  mcwre 
easy  to  transact. 

Your  observations  on  the  state  of  the  Islands  did 
not  come  to  hand,  till  after  Lord  Rochford  had  with- 
drawn his  petition.*  His  Lordship  and  the  promoters 
of  it  were  so  roasted  on  the  occasion,  that  I  believe 
another  of  the  kmd  will'  not  very  soon  be  thought  of. 
The  Proprietor  was  at  the  expense  of  the  opposition ; 
and,  as  I  knew  it  would  not  be  necessary,  and  thought 
it  might  be  mconvenient  to  our  affairs,  I  did  not  open- 
ly engage  m  it;  but  I  gave  some  private  assistance,  that 
I  believe  was  not  without  effect  I  think  too  that  Mr. 
Jackson's  opinion  was  of  great  service.  I  would  lodge 
a  copy  of  your  paper  m  the  Plantation  Office  against 
any  similar  future  applications,  if  you  approve  of  it.  I 
only  think  the  Island  holders  make  too  great  a  con- 
cession to  the  crown,  when  they  suppose  it  may  have 
a  right  to  quitrent  It  can  have  none,  in  my  opinion, 
on  the  old  grants  fi-om  Indians,  Swedes,  and  Dutch, 
where  none  was  reserved.  And  I  think  those  grants 
so  clearly  good,  as  to  need  no  confirmation ;  to  obtain 
which  I  suppose  is  the  only  motive  for  offering  such 
quitrent.     I  imagme,  too,  that  it  may  not  be  amiss  to 

*  Islands  in  the  Delaware  River,  to  which  Lord  Rochford  had  made 
m  claim. 
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affix  a  cactat  in  the  Plantation  Office,  in  the  behalf  of 
boMem  of  property  in  those  inlands,  against  any  grant 
of  them  that  may  be  applied  for,  till  they  have  had 
timely  notice,  and  an  opportunity  of  being  fully  beard. 
Mr.  Jackson  is  out  of  town,  but  I  shall  confer  with  hon 
on  the  subject  as  soon  as  he  returns.  I  am  ever,  my 
dear  friend,  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   pRAKKLOr. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIKO. 

Petition  to  the  King.  —  Lord  Dartmouth  tq^pointid 
Minister  of  .American  Affoirt. 

Loodoo,  3  SepUoibOT,  ITTlL 

Srm 

I  write  thb  line,  just  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol 
jour  several  favors  of  July  15th  and  16th,  containing 
die  resolves  of  the  House  relating  to  the  governor's 
abry,  and  the  petition  to  the  King. 

LorU  Dartmouth,  now  our  American  minister,  is  at 
present  in  the  countr)-,  and  will  probably  not  be  io 
town  till  the  season  of  business  comes  on.  I  shaO 
then  immediately  put  the  petition  into  his  hands,  to 
be  presented  to  his  Majesty.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but 
I  imagine  we  shall  not  meet  the  same  difficulty  io 
transacting  business  with  him,  as  with  his  [)redecessor» 
on  whodc  removal  I  c ongratubte  you  and  the  Assem* 
bly  most  heartily.  I  shall  write  fully  by  sonte  of  the 
next  Boston  ships ;  at  pa*sent  can  only  add,  that,  with 
the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  hkxu  B.  pRAivicuir. 
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fO   JOSEPH   PRIESTL£T. 

McrcJ  AlgtbrOy  or  Method  of  deciding  doubtful 
Mailers  wUh  One's  Seyi 

London,  19  September,  1779L 

Dear  Sir, 

In  the  aflFair  of  so  much  importance  to  you,  where- 
m  you  ask  my  advice,  I  cannot,  for  want  of  sufficient 
premises,  counsel  you  what  to  determme;  but,  if  you 
please,  I  will  tell  you  how.  When  those  difficult  cases 
occur,  they  are  difficult,  chiefly  because,  while  we  have 
them  under  consideration,  all  the  reasons  pro  and  c&n 
are  not  present  to  the  nund  at  the  same  time;  but 
sometimes  one  set  present  themselves,  and  at  other 
times  another,  the  first  being  out  of  sight  Hence  the 
various  purposes  or  inclinations  that  alternately  pre- 
Tail,  and  the  uncertainty  that  perplexes  us. 

To  get  over  this,  my  way  is,  to  divide  half  a  sheet 
of  paper  by  a  line  into  two  cdumns ;  writmg  over  the 
one  prOy  and  over  the  other  am;  then  during  three 
or  four  days'  consideration,  I  put  down  under  the  dif* 
ferent  heads  short  hints  of  the  difierent  motives,  that 
at  different  times  occur  to  me,  for  or  against  the  meas* 
ure.  When  I  have  thus  got  them  all  together  in  one 
view,  I  endeavour  to  estimate  their  respective  weights ; 
and,  where  I  find  two  (one  on  each  side)  that  seem 
equal,  I  strike  them  both  out  If  I  find  a  reason  pro 
equal  to  some  two  reasons  con,  I  strike  out  the  three* 
If  I  judge  some  two  reasons  con^  equal  to  some  tht^ee 
reascms  pro,  I  strike  out  the  five ;  and  thus  proceed- 
mg  I  find  at  length  where  the  balance  lies ;  and  if^ 
after  a  day  or  two  of  farther  consideration,  nothing  new 
that  is  of  importance  occurs  on  either  side,  I  come 
to  a  determmation  accordmgly.    And,  though  the  weight 
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of  reasons  cannot  be  taken  with  the  precision  of  al- 
gebraic quantities,  yet,  when  each  is  thus  considered 
separately  and  comparatively,  and  the  whole  lies  be- 
fore me,  I  think  I  can  judge  better,  and  am  less  lia* 
ble  to  make  a  rash  step;  and  in  fact  I  have  found 
great  advantage  from  this  kind  of  equation,  in  what 
may  be  called  moral  or  prudential  aigebra, 

Wbh'mg  sincerely  that  you  may  determine  for  the 
best,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  (riend,  yours  most  afTec- 
Iknately,  B.  Frakkuit. 


TO   JOHN   BARTKAM. 

Mubarb.  —  l^pland  Rice.--  ChineMe  TaUaw  Tree. 

Lcmdon,  17  October,  1779. 

Mt  dear  old  Frfend, 

I  received  some  time  smce  the  enclosed  letter  from 
Dr.  Hope ;  and  lately  the  gold  medal  it  mentions  was 
ddhrered  to  me  for  you.  By  the  first  ship  directly 
to  Philadelphia,  I  shall  send  it,  in  the  care  of  some 
mSe  hand,  thinking  it  not  so  weU  to  hazard  it  with 
ikb  letter  round  through  New  York. 

I  hope  the  rhubarb  you  have  sown  and  distributed 
wil  be  taken  care  of.  There  seems  to  me  no  doubt 
of  tes  doing  as  well  with  us  as  in  Scotland.  Remem* 
ber,  that  for  use  the  root  does  not  come  to  its  perfec* 
tRm  of  power  and  virtue  in  less  than  seven  years. 
The  physicians  here,  who  have  tried  the  Scotch,  ap- 
prove it  much,  and  say  it  is  fully  ec]ual  to  the  best 
inported.  I  send  you  encbsed  a  small  box  of  Upland 
rice,  brought  from  Cochin  China.  It  grows  there  on 
dry  grounds,  and  not  in  water  like  the  common  sort 
Abo  a  few  seeds  of  the  Chinase  tallow  tree.  They 
have  been  carefuDy  preserved  m  brioging  hither  by 
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Mr.  Ellis's  method.  I  had  them  from  him^  and  he  telb 
me  they  may  grow  under  your  skilful  care.  My  love 
to  Mrs.  Bartram,  and  all  yours,  from  your  affecticmate 
fijend,  B.  Frankun^ 


to   THOMAS   CUSHIKCk 

Petition  to  the  King  put  into  the  Hands  of  Lord 
Dartmouth. 

London,  4  November,  1772. 

Sir, 

Lord  Dartmouth,  our  American  minister,  came  to 
town  last  week,  and  hekl  his  first  levee  on  Wednesday, 
when  I  paid  my  respects  to  him,  acquamtmg  him  at 
the  same  time,  that  I  should  in  a  few  days  wait  upon 
him,  oa  business  from  Boston;  which  I  have  accord- 
iagly  since  done,  and  have  put  your  petition  to  the 
Sjng  mto  his  Lordship's  hands,  that  bdng  the  r^oior 
course. 

He  received  me  very  obligingly,  made  no  objection 
to  my  acting  as  agent  without  an  appointment  as^ 
seated  to  by  the  governor,  as  his  predecessor  had 
done,  so  that  I  hqpe  business  is  getting  mto  a  better 
t^mxu  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  in  supporting 
the  petition,  and  write  you  more  fully  by  the  neaot 
ship  to  Boston.  In  the  mean  time  I  remain  with  great 
respect,  jrour  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

B.  FvjLNKhor. 


CORAK8PONDEMCE. 


TO   JOSEPH   OALLOWAT. 


OmtI  a/  Exchequer.— The  India  Ckni^Mtrnf. ^ Duty 
an  Tea. 

Loodoa,  9  DteMD^  1779L 

Dear  Fbiehd, 

I  im  gbd  you  are  returned  again  to  a  aeat  m  the 
Assembly,  where  your  abilities  are  so  useful  and  ne- 
cessary in  the  service  of  your  country.  We  must  nal 
m  the  course  of  public  life  expect  immediate  appco* 
betioQ  and  immediate  grateful  acknowledgment  of  our 
senrioes^  But  let  us  pa^severe  through  abuse  and  erem 
mjurj.  The  mtemal  satis&ction  of  a  good  consdeace 
is  ahrays  present,  and  time  will  do  us  justice  in  the 
SMnds  of  the  people,  e?en  those  at  present  the  most 
prejudiced  against  us. 

1  hsTe  given  Dr.  Denormandie  a  recommendation  to 
a  friend  in  Geneva,  for  which  place  he  set  out  this 
moniing;  and  I  shall  be  glad  of  any  opportunity  of 
sanring  him  when  he  returns  to  London.  I  see  by 
tfe  Fennsyioania  Gazette^  of  October  21st,  that  yon 
«e  oontini^  Speaker,  and  myself  agent ;  but  I  have 
no  line  from  you  or  the  Committee  relative  to  instruc- 
lionsL  Perhaps  I  shall  bear  from  you  by  Fakoner. 
I  find  myself  upon  very  good  terms  with  oar  new 
■inisler,  Ijord  Dartmouth,  who  we  have  reason  to  think 
well  to  the  colonies.  I  believe  all  are  now  sen* 
that  nothing  b  to  be  got  by  contesting  with  or 
oppressing  us. 

Two  circumstances  have  diverted  me  lately.  One 
WM,  that,  being  at  the  court  of  exchequer  on  some 
bnsiness  of  my  own,  I  there  met  with  one  of  the 
commbisioners  of  the  stamp  office,  who  tdd  me  he 
attended  with  a  memorial  from  that  board,  to  be  al- 
lowed m  their  accounts  the  difference  between  their 
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expense  m  endeavouring  to  establish  those  offices  in 
America,  and  the  amount  of  what  they  received,  which 
from  Canada  and  the  West  India  Islands  was  but  about 
fifteen  hundred  pounds^  while  the  expense,  if  I  remem- 
ber right,  was  above  twelve  thousand  pounds^  being  fw 
stamps  and  stampmg,  with  paper  and  parchment  re- 
turned upon  their  hands,  freight,  &c.  The  other  is 
the  present  difficulties  of  the  India  Company,  and  <A 
government  on  their  account.  The  Company  have  ac- 
cepted bills,  which  they  find  themselves  unable  to  pay, 
though  they  have  the  vahie  of  two  millions  in  tea  and 
other  India  goods  in  their  stores,  perishing  under  a 
want  of  demand ;  their  credit  thus  suffering,  and  their 
stock  falling  one  himdred  and  twenty  per  cent,  where- 
by the  government  will  lose  the  four  hundred  thouMnd 
pounds  per  annum,  it  havmg  been  stipulated  that  k 
should  no  longer  be  paid,  if  the  dividend  fell  to  that 
mark.  And,  although  it  is  known,  that  the  American 
market  is  lost  by  continuing  the  duty  on  tea,  and  that 
we  are  supplied  by  the  Dutch,  who  doubtless  take 
the  opportunity  of  smuggling  other  India  goods  among 
us  with  the  tea,  so  that  for  the  five  years  past  we 
might  probably  have  otherwise  taken  off  the  greatest 
part  of  what  the  Company  have  on  hand,  and  so  have 
prevented  their  present  embarrassment,  yet  the  honot 
of  government  is  supposed  to  forbid  the  repeal  of  the 
American  tea  duty ;  while  the  amount  of  all  the  duties 
goes  on  decreasing,  so  that  the  balance  of  this  year 
does  not  (as  I  have  it  from  good  authority)  exceed 
eighty  pounds,  after  paying  the  collection ;  not  reckon- 
ing the  immense  expense  of  guarda-costaSy  Sue  Can 
an  American  help  smiling  at  these  blunders  ?  Though, 
in  a  national  light,  they  are  truly  deplorable. 

With  the  sheerest  esteem  and  inviolable  attachment, 
I  am,  my  dear  fiiend,  ever  most  affectionately  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO   THOMAS   CUSHIKO. 


PttUkm  from  Mas$achu$etl$  Bay. —  Cotwenatum  with 
Ijrrd  Dartmouth  rapecting  it. 


Loodon,  9  Deeeoibtr,  1779L 

So, 

The  aboTe  is  m  copy  of  my  bat  A  few  dajrs  after 
my  feaTing  your  petition  with  Lord  Dartmouth,  hb 
Lordship  sent  for  me  to  discourse  with  me  upon  it 
After  a  long  audience,  he  was  pleased  to  say,  that, 
actwitJMtanding  all  I  had  said  or  could  say,  in  sup* 
part  and  justification  of  the  petition,  he  was  sure  the 
jMwenting  it  at  thb  time  could  not  possibly  produce 
angr  good;  that  the  King  would  be  exceedingly  of* 
leaded,  but  what  steps  hb  Majesty  would  take  upon 
k  was  uncertain;  pertiaps  he  would  require  the  opin* 
ion  of  the  judges  or  government  lawyers,  which  would 
serely  be  against  us;  perhaps  he  might  lay  it  before 
ftfiament,  and  so  the  censure  of  both  Houses  would 
be  drawn  down  upon  us.  The  most  favorable  thing 
to  be  expected  was,  a  severe  reprimand  to  the  As* 
soBbly,  by  order  of  his  Majesty,  the  natural  conse* 
of  which  must  be  more  discontent  and  un* 
in  the  pro\ince.  That,  possessed  as  he  was 
with  great  good  will  for  New  England,  he  was  ex* 
tmndy  unwilling,  that  one  of  the  first  acts  of  his  ad* 
lihii  ill  ution,  with  regard  to  the  Massachusetts,  should 
be  of  so  unpleasant  a  nature.  That  minds  had  been 
heated  and  irritated  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  but 
he  hoped  those  heats  were  now  cooling,  and  he  was 
averse  to  the  addition  of  fresh  fuel  That,  as  I  had 
deifutd  the  petition  to  him  officially,  he  must  pre* 
seat  it,  if  I  insisted  upon  it;  but  he  wished  I  would 
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first  consult  my  constituents,  who  might  possibly,  on 
reconsideration,  think  fit  to  order  its  bemg  deferred. 

I  answered,  that  the  great  majority,  with  which  the 
^letition  and  the  resolves  on  which  it  was  founded 
were  carried  through  the  House,  made  it  scarce  ex- 
pectable, that  their  order  would  be  countermanded; 
that  the  slighting,  evading,  or  refusing  to  receive  pe- 
titions fit>m  the  colonies,  on  some  late  occasions  by 
Ae  Pariiament,  had  occai^oned  a  total  loss  of  the  re^ 
sped  for  and  confidence  m  that  body,  formerly  sub- 
slsthig  so  strongly  m  America,  and  brought  on  a  ques*. 
tioning  of  their  authority ;  that  his  Lordship  might  ob* 
aorve  that  petitions  came  no  more  from  thence  to  Pte» 
liament,  but  to  the  King  only ;  that  the  King  appearecl 
now  to  be  the  only  connexion  between  the  two  couii* 
tries;  and  that,  as  a  continued  union  was  esseiitifi% 
necessary  to  the  wellbeing  of  the  whole  enoqpife^  I 
siKmld  be  sorry  to  see  that  link  weakened,  as  thd 
other  had  been;  that  I  thought  it  a  dang^tHis  tlmif 
for  any  government  to  refuse  receivmg  petitions^  and 
thereby  prevent  the  subjects  Grom  giving  vent  ta  their 
griefs. 

His  Lordship  interrupted  me  by  replymg,  that  bm 
did  not  refuse  to  deliver  the  petition;  ihot  it  tdiould 
never  justly  be  said  of  him,  that  he  mtemipted  the 
complaints  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  that  he  most 
and  would  present  it,  as  he  had  said  before,  whenev^ 
]  should  absolutely  require  it ;  but,  for  motives  cS  pure 
good  will  to  the  province,  he  wished  me  not  to  insist 
en  it,  till  I  should  receive  fi^sh  orders. 

Finally,  considering  that,  since  the  petition  was  or- 
d^^,  there  had  been  a  change  in  the  American  ad- 
ministration;  that  the  present  minister  was  our  fiiend 
in  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  seems  still  to  have 
good  dispositions  towards  us ;  that  you  had  mentioned 
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to  me  the  probabifitj,  that  the  Houae  would  have  re- 
moQsHmted  od  all  their  other  gnevances,  had  not  their 
linie  been  taken  up  with  the  difficult  business  of  a 
genenJ  Tahiatioo ;  and,  since  the  compiamt  of  this  pe- 
lilioii  was  likdjr  alone  to  give  oflfence,  it  might  per^ 
haps  be  judged  advisable  to  give  the  subirtance  of  aO 
oar  complaints  at  once,  rather  than  in  parts  and  after 
a  rqximand  received ;  I  sajr,  upon  the  whole,  I  thought 
il  best  not  to  disoblige  him  in  the  beginning  of  his 
MfaiHiistratioD,  by  refusing  him  what  he  seemed  so 
desirous  oC  a  delaj  at  least  in  presenting  the  petitioi^ 
fM  fivther  directions  should  be  received  from  my  oob* 
stituents.  Uf  after  deliberation,  they  should  send  me 
Icih  orders,  I  shall  immediately  obey  them,  and  the 
to  the  crown  itself  may  possibly  derive 
weight  from  the  reconsideration  given  it,  whila 
fkfb  temper  of  the  House  may  be  somewhat  nhned 
by  the  ranoval  of  a  minister,  who  had  rendered  him* 
self  so  olHioxious  to  them.  Accordingly,  I  consented 
to  the  delay  desired,  whereb  I  hope  my  conduct  wil 
Mt  be  disapproved.* 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  and  the  committee's  most  obe- 
dient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Frahklut. 


•  VTidi  tkk  ktter  were  eommoiiicatit^  §htMm9m*§  ItMnB,  wMdl 
p9iuem4  wo  noeb  •xciuiiieiit  tt  Um  tioM  ia  liMMfhiftti.  For  as 
Otact  mUtisf  to  thmi  Mibject,  whkli  it  htrv  cmMt^  mw  VoL  lY. 
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TO   THOMAS   CUSHINO. 

Conversation  with  Lord  DartmmUh  on  American  Af^ 
fairs.  —  Condition  of  the  India  Company.  —  Security 
of  the  Colonies  lies  in  their  growing  Strength* 

London,  5  Janaary,  17791 

Sir, 
I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the 
2d  oS  December  past,  enclosing  some  origmal  letters 
from  persons  in  Boston,  which  I  hope  got  safe  to  hand. 
I  have  smce  received  your  favor  of  October  27th,  which 
containing  m  a  small  compass  so  full  an  enum^^tioa 
of  our  grievances,  the  steps  necessary  to  remove  them, 
and  the  happy  effects  that  must  follow,  I  thought  that 
though  marked  privatey  it  might  be  of  use  to  commas 
nicate  it  to  L(»tl  Dartmouth;  the  rather  too,  as  he 
would  there  find  himself  occasionally  mentioned  with 
proper  respect,  and  learn  that  his  character  was  es* 
teemed  in  the  colonies.  Accordmgly  I  wrote  him  a 
few  lines,  and  enclosed  it  a  day  or  two  before  I  was 
to  wait  on  his  Lordship,  that  be  might  have  a  little 
time  to  consider  the  contents.* 

*  The  following  note  accompanied  the  letter,  when  it  waa  comroimi- 
cated  to  Lord  Dartmouth. 

**  Cr€tven  Street^  8  December,  1772.  —  Dr.  Franklin  presents  his  best 
respects  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  and,  believing  it  may  be  agreeable  as  well 
as  useful  to  him  to  receive  other  information  of  the  sentiments  and 
dispositions  of  the  leading  people  in  America,  besides  what  ministers 
are  usually  furnished  with  from  the  officers  of  the  crown  residing  there, 
takes  the  liberty  of  communicating  to  his  Lordship  a  letter  just  received 
from  tlie  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  written 
not  as  Speaker  but  in  his  private  capacity. 

*^Drl  Franklin  purposes  to  wait  on  Lord  Dartmouth  at  his  levee  to- 
morrow, and  shall  be  happy  if  he  may  bring  from  thence  any  thing 
proper  to  write  in  answer,  that  should  tend  to  compose  the  minds  of 
people  in  that  province,  at  present  greatly  disquieted  and  alarmed  bj 
lat«  measures  of  government** 
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When  I  next  attaided  him,  he  returned  me  the  let- 
ter f^-kh  greet  oompiaisinoe  in  his  countenance;  said 
he  was  giad  to  find  that  people  in  America  were  dis- 
posed to  think  so  &Torably  of  him ;  that  Aej  did  him 
b«t  justice  in  belieTing  he  had  the  best  disposition 
lowanb  them,  for  he  wished  sincerely  their  weifiuv^ 
tboi^  possibly  he  might  not  always  think  with  ihmn^ 
as  to  the  means  of  obtaining  that  end ;  that  the  heads 
of  compbint  m  your  letter  were  many,  some  of  them 
requiring  much  consideration,  and  therefore  it  could 
scaff€e  be  expected  that  a  suddmi  change  should  be 
made  in  so  many  measures,  supposing  them  al  im* 
proper  to  be  continued,  which  perhaps  might  not  be 
Ibe  case.  It  was  howerer  his  opinion,  that,  if  A% 
Americans  continued  quiet,  and  gate  no  fiesh  offence 
to  government,  those  measures  woukl  be  reconsidered^ 
and  soch  relief  given  as  upon  consideration  shouU  be 
thought  reasonable. 

I  need  not  remHc,  that  there  is  not  mudi  in  sock 
geaeril  discourse ;  but  I  could  then  obtain  nothmg  more 
parucuur,  except  mat  his  Lordship  expressed  in  direct 
lenns  his  disapprobation  of  the  instruction  for  exempt* 
ing  the  cobnies  from  taxation;  which,  however,  was, 
as  he  said,  in  confidence  to  me,  relying  that  no  pubfe 
■Kntion  should  be  made  of  his  opinion  on  that  head. 

In  the  mean  time,  some  circumstances  are  worknig 
m  our  favor  with  regard  to  the  duties.  It  b  foimd 
by  the  last  year's  accounts  transmitted  by  the  com- 
mtssione^^  that  the  balance  in  favor  of  Britain  b  but 
about  eighty-five  pounds,  after  payment  of  sahuies,  &c^ 
exdustve  of  the  charge  of  a  fleet  to  enforce  the  coUec- 
tbn.  Then  it  is  observed,  that  the  India  Company  is 
io  out  of  cash,  that  it  cannot  pay  the  bills  drawn  upon 
it,  and  its  other  debts;  and  at  the  same  time  so  out 
of  credit,  that  the  Bank  does  not  care  to  assist  thco^ 

c* 
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whence  they  find  themselves  obliged  to  lower  their 
dividend ;  the  apprehension  of  which  has  sunk  their 
stock  from  two  hundred  and  eighty  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty,  whereby  several  millions  of  property  are  an- 
nihilated, occasioning  private  bankruptcies  and  other 
distress,  besides  a  loss  to  the  public  treasury  of  four 
hundred  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  which  the  Com- 
pany are  not  to  pay  mto  it  as  heretofore,  if  they  are 
not  able  to  keep  up  their  dividend  at  twelve  and  a 
half.  And,  as  they  have  at  the  same  time  tea  and 
other  India  goods  m  their  warehouses,  to  the  amount 
of  four  millions,  as  some  say,  for  which  they  want  a 
market,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  sold,  would  have 
kept  up  their  credit,  I  take  the  opportunity  of  re- 
marking in  all  companies  the  great  imprudence  of  los- 
ing the  American  market,  by  keeping  up  the  duty  on 
tea,  which  has  thrown  that  trade  mto  the  hands  of  the 
Dutch,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  French,  who,  according  to 
the  reports  and  letters  of  some  custom-house  officers 
in  America,  now  supply  by  smuggling  the  whole  con- 
tinent, not  with  tea  only,  but  accompany  that  article 
with  other  India  goods,  amounting,  as  supposed,  m  the 
whole  to  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  per 
annum.  This  gives  some  alarm,  and  begins  to  con- 
vince people  more  and  more  of  the  impropriety  of 
quarrelling  with  America,  who  at  that  rate  might  have 
taken  ofi*  two  -millions  and  a  half  of  those  goods  within 
these  five  years  that  the  combination  has  subsisted,  if 
the  duty  had  not  been  laid,  or  had  been  speedily  re- 
pealed. 

But  our  great  security  lies,  I  think,  m  our  growing 
strength,  both  in  numbers  and  wealth ;  that  creates  an 
increasing  ability  of  assisting  this  nation  in  its  wars, 
which  will  make  us  more  respectable,  our  fiiendship 
more  valued^  and  our  enmity  feared;  thence  it  v^ 
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aooo  be  thought  proper  to  treat  us  not  with  justice 
only,  but  with  kindness,  and  thence  we  may  expect 
■I  a  few  years  a  total  change  of  measures  with  regard 
to  us;  uniessi  by  a  neglect  of  military  didcipline,  we 
diould  lose  all  martial  spirit,  and  our  western  people 
become  as  tame  as  those  in  the  eastern  dominions  of 
Britain,  when  we  may  expect  the  same  oppressions ;  far 
there  b  much  truth  in  the  Italian  saying.  Make  your^ 
mlveM  Bheep^  and  the  toohea  will  eal  you.  In  confix 
dence  of  this  coming  change  in  our  favor,  I  think  our 
pradence  b  meanwhile  to  be  quiet,  only  hokUng  up 
rights  and  claims  on  all  occasions  in  resolutioQ% 
and  remonstrances ;  but  bearing  patiently  the 
Eltle  present  notk:e  that  is  taken  of  them.  They  wiB 
al  have  their  weight  in  time,  and  that  time  b  at  no 
great  distance.  With  the  greatest  esteem,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c 

B.  Frakklqi. 


TO   MRS.  DEBORAH    rRAHKUH. 

Hit  Birthday. 

Loodoa,  6  JuMnrj,  1778. 

Mt  dear  Child, 
I  fed  some  regard  for  this  sixth  of  January,  as  my 
old  nominal  birthday,  though  tlie  change  of  style  hM 
carried  the  real  day  forward  to  the  17th,  when  I 
shall  be,  if  I  live  till  then,  sixty -seven  years  of  age. 
It  seems  but  the  other  day  since  you  and  I  were 
lanked  among  the  boys  and  girls,  so  swiftly  does  time 
fly!  We  have,  however,  great  reason  to  be  thankful, 
that  so  much  of  our  livrs  has  passed  so  happily ;  and 
that  so  great  a  share  of  health  and  strength  remains, 
as  to  render  life  yet  comfortable. 
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I  received  your  kiod  letter  of  Noyember  16th  hj 
Sutton.  The  apples  are  not  yet  come  on  shore,  but 
I  thank  you  for  them.  Captain  All  was  so  good  as 
to  send  me  a  barrel  of  excellent  ones,  which  sexve  me 
in  the  mean  time.  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  you  all  con- 
tmue  well.  But  you  have  so  used  me  to  have  some- 
tiling  pretty  about  the  boy,  that  I  am  a  little  disap* 
p(Hnted  in  finding  nothing  more  of  him,  than  that  he 
is  gone  up  to  Burlington.  Pray  give  in  your  next,  as 
usual,  a  little  of  his  history. 

All  our  friends  here  are  pleased  with  your  remem- 
bering  them,  and  send  their  love  to  you.  -  Give  mine 
to  all  that  mquire  concerning  me,  and  a  good  deal  to 
our  children.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Debby,  your  aflRso* 
tionate  husband, 

B.  Frankun* 


TO   JOHN   BARTRAM. 


London,  10  February,  17731 

My  dear  good  old  Friend,  • 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  turnip  seed  and  the 
rhubarb  grow  mth  you,  and  that  the  turnip  is  ap- 
proved. It  may  be  depended  on,  that  the  rhubarb  is 
Ae  genume  sort.  But,  to  have  the  root  in  perfectk>n, 
it  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ground  in  less 
than  seven  years.  Herewith  I  send  you  a  few  seeds 
rf  what  is  called  the  cabbage  turnip.  They  say  that 
it  will  stand  the  frost  of  the  severest  vnnter,  and  so 
make  a  fine  early  feed  for  cattle  m  the  spring,  when 
Aeir  other  fodder  may  be  scarce.  I  send  also  some 
seed  of  the  Scotch  cabbage ;  and  some  peas  that  ai« 
much  applauded  here,  but  I  forget  for  what  purpose, 
and  shall  inquire  and  let  you  know  in  my  nexL 
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I  ckiok  diere  tuis  been  no  good  opportunity  of  tend- 
mg  jroor  medal  nnce  I  received  it,  till  now.  It  goes 
in  a  box  to  my  son  Bache,  with  the  seeds.  I  wish 
you  joy  of  it  Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  your 
eyes,  you  write  as  distinctly  as  ever.  With  great  es- 
teem and  respect,  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  yours  moat 
afectionatdy,  B.  Frankum. 


TO    WILUAM    nULNKUN. 

MSm$tnf  embarroMMed  with  the  JIffwt  of  ths  hnHa 
Cmnpanif.  —  IH»tr€99  among  the  Manufaeturen. 

Loodott,  H  F^brwy,  1773L 
Dkae  Soif, 

The  opposition  are  now  attacking  the  mmistry  oo 
die  Sl  Vincent's  affair,  which  is  generally  condemn- 
ed here,  and  some  thinic  Lord  HiUsborough  will  be 
given  up,  as  the  adviser  of  that  expedition.  But,  if 
k  succeeds,  perhaps  all  will  blow  over.  The  minis- 
try are  more  embarrassed  with  the  India  affairs.  The 
continued  refusal  of  North  America  to  take  tea  fitXB 
hence,  has  brought  infinite  dbtress  on  the  Company. 
Tbey  imported  great  quantities  in  faith  that  that  agree- 
ment could  not  hold ;  and  now  they  can  neither  pay 
dnr  debts  nor  dividends;  their  stock  has  sunk  to 
die  annihilating  near  three  millions  of  their  property^ 
aad  government  will  lose  its  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a  year;  while  their  teas  lie  on  hand.  The 
baoknipicies,  brought  on  pardy  by  this  means,  have 
given  such  a  shock  to  credit,  as  has  not  been  ex- 
perienced here  since  the  South  Sea  year.  And  this 
kaa  affected  the  great  manufacturers  so  much,  as  to 
oUge  them  to  discharge  their  hands,  and  thousands 
of  Spitalfields  and  Manchester  weavers  are  now  starr- 
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ing,  or  sub^ting  on  charity.  Blessed  effects  o(  pride, 
pique,  and  passion  m  goyemment,  which  should  hare 
no  passions.    Yours,  &c.* 

B.   FHANKUN. 


TO  THOMAS   CUSHING. 

Proceedings  of  the  Town  of  Boston. —  Governor  Huichr 
inson^s  Speech.  —  Duiy  on  Tea. 

London,  9  March,  1779L 

Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  2d 

of  December  and  the  5th  of  January  past     Smce 

which  I  have  received  your  favor  of  November  28th, 

enclosing  the  Votes  and  Eroceedings  of  the  Town  of 

*  When  the  bill  imposing  a  tax  on  glass,  paper,  and  painten*  oolMt 
was  repealed,  the  ministry  proposed  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  tMk 
from  one  shilling  to  three  pence  a  pound,  thus  easing  the  colonies,  ■§ 
they  said,  of  niuepencc  on  a  pound.  But,  at  the  same  time.  Lord  Nofth 
Sftywed  the  oliject  of  retaining  this  threepenny  tax  to  be  for  the  pvrpoas 
of  asserting  and  maintaining  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  coloniea. 
He  said,  that  **  he  even  wished  to  have  repealed  the  whole,  if  it  could 
have  been  done  without  giving  up  that  absolute  right;  that  he  shouldi 
to  the  last  hour  of  his  life,  contend  for  taxing  America;  but,  he  mm 
mnj  to  say,  the  behavioar  of  the  Americans  had  by  no  means  beea 
■och  as  to  merit  such  favor ;  neither  did  he  think  a  total  repeal  would 
quell  the  troubles  there,  as  experience  had  shown,  that,  to  lay  taxet 
when  America  was  quiet,  and  repeal  them  when  America  was  in 
flames,  only  added  fresh  claims  to  those  people  on  every  occasion." 
Aod  he  added,  in  speaking  of  the  non-importation  agreements  in  tlie 
colonies,  *<  North  America,  from  its  natural  situation,  and  the  deamefli 
of  labor,  wonld  be  many  years  before  it  could  supply  itself  with  miut* 
vfiietures;  therefore  there  was  not  so  much  to  fear  from  their  re«ola> 
tions  as  the  nation  imagined."  Dcbrrtt's  Parliameniary  Dtbalet^  VA 
y.  p.  254.  With  these  views  he  retained  the  three  pence  a  pound  Oft 
tea,  and  tiie  East  India  Company  was  induced  to  make  large  impoft^ 
tioni  for  the  American  market;  but  the  people  held  to  their  reaoki- 
tioas,  resisted  the  tax,  and  defeated  the  sales,  thus  bringing  heavy  lossei 
npon  the  Company. 
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BoitoD,  which  I  have  reprinted  here,  with  a  Preboe. 
Herewith  I  send  you  a  few  copies.* 

GoYemor  Hutchinson's  speech,  at  the  opening  of 
joor  January  session,  has  been  printed  and  indus- 
triously circulated  here  by  (as  I  think)  the  ministerial 
people,  which  I  take  to  be  no  good  ngm  The  Assem- 
bljr's  answer  to  it  is  not  yet  arrived,  and,  in  the  mean 
while,  it  seems  to  make  impression  on  the  minds  of 
wtmj  nol  well  acquainted  with  the  dispute.  The  tea 
defy,  however,  is  under  the  consideration  of  Paria^ 
Bent,  for  a  repeal,  on  a  petition  from  the  East  India 
GoD^MJiy,  and  no  new  measures  have  been  talked  of 
agMist  America,  or  are  likely  to  be  taken  during  the 
preeeot  session.    I   was  therefore  preparing  to  return 

by  the  spring  ships,  but  have  been  advised  by 
friends  to  stay  till  the  session  is  over ;  as  the  corn- 
sent  to  Rhode  Island,  and  discontents  in  your 
province,  with  the  correspondence  of  the  towns,  may 
poMbly  give  rise  to  something  here,  when  my  being 
QO  Ike  spot  may  be  of  use  to  our  country.  I  con- 
dade  to  stay  a  little  bnger.  In  the  mean  time  I  must 
kipe,  that  great  care  will  be  taken  to  keep  our  people 
;  since  nothing  is  more  wished  for  by  our  ene- 
than,  by  msurrectbns,  we  shoukl  give  a  good  pre- 

(or  increasing  the  military  among  us,  and  putting 
m  under  more  severe  restraints.  And  it  must  be 
evident,  that,  by  our  rapidly  increasing  strength,  we 
AaB  soon  become  of  so  much  importance,  that  none 
of  our  just  claims  of  privikge  will  be,  as  heretofore^ 
mattended  to,  nor  any  security  we  can  wish  for  our 
i%bts  be  denied  us.     With  great  respect,  I  have  the 

to  be,  &X. 

B.  FaA?vELt]f. 


•  8m  Um  Pr^fmu  hen  BMlioMd,  Vol  IV.  ^  »L 
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FROM    SAMUEL   COOPER  TO   B.   FRANKLIIT. 

Lord  Dartmouth.  —  Measures  adopted  by  the  Towm 
in  Massachusetts.  —  Conduct  of  the  Governor.  -^ 
Jldministraiion  in  England  universally  disapproved, 

Boston,  15  Marehy  1773. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  been  confined  to  my  house  great  part  of  this 
winter  by  my  valetudinary  state,  and  been  little  able  to 
see  and  converse  with  my  friends,  and  less  to  write 
to  them.  A  Une  from  you  would  have  greatly  le- 
fireshed  me  m  this  confinement,  as  your  letters  have 
ever  been  one  of  the  greatest  entertainments  in  my 
life;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  complain,  having  been  so 
greatly  indebted  to  you. 

Till  of  late,  there  has  been  little  remarkable  m  our 
public  affairs  for  more  than  a  year.  The  appoint-, 
ment  of  Lord  Dartmouth  to  the  American  Department 
was  received  here  with  a  general  joy,  which  was  soon 
checked  by  his  official  letter  to  the  governor  of  Rhode 
Island,  respecting  the  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Gaspee,  and  the  directions  therem  given  to 
send  the  accused,  with  the  witnesses,  to  Great  Britain 
for  trial ;  as  also  by  the  account  of  the  provision  made 
by  the  King  for  the  support  of  the  justices  of  our 
Superior  Court  These  events  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  the  minds  of  people  through  the  province. 
The  latter,  it  is  known,  took  place  before  Lord  Hills- 
borough's removal,  but  the  former  was  more  unexpect- 
ed, as  the  disposition  of  Lord  Dartmouth  to  serve  the 
colonies,  and  to  promote  mild  measures,  was  not 
doubted. 

Soon  afler  the  appointment  for  the  Superior  Justices 
was  known,  the  town  of  Boston  had  a  meeting.    Their 
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CcMBmittee  drew  up  a  state  of  the  pubUc  grievaiicesy 
whidi  wms  accompanied  with  a  letter  to  every  town 
m  the  province,  desiring  their  brethren  to  express  tbdr 
mni  sense  of  these  important  matters.  Thou^  this 
Bwasiire  was  opposed  by  a  number  of  the  most  re- 
apecCabfe  friends  to  liberty  m  the  town,  among  whom 
were  three  out  of  four  of  the  representatives  of  Bos- 
loa,  fixxn  an  apprehension  that  many  towns  for  various 
msoQS  might  not  choose  to  adopt  it,  and  in  that  case 
Ike  attempt  might  greaUy  |:>fejudice  the  interest  it  was 
designed  to  promote ;  and  though  the  governor  and  his 
inids  in  every  place  did  not  fail  to  avail  themselves 
of  this,  and  every  other  circumstance  to  frustrate  it; 
yet  il  had  an  effect  through  the  whole  provmce  be- 
pmd  the  most  sangume  expectations  of  its  friends; 
ad  the  public  acts  of  a  great  majority  of  the  town% 
wkatever  may  be  thought  of  the  manner  of  expression 
k  aoiBe  of  them,  clearly  demonstrate,  that  it  is  not  a 
anal  bction,  but  the  body  of  the  people,  who  deem 
tiMmselves  m  a  state  of  oppression,  and  that  their  most 
gwcnfiil  rights  are  violated.  The  pamphlet  containing 
Ike  proceedings  of  Boston  has  already  been  sent  to 
you,  and  I  should  enclose  those  of  some  other  towns^ 
had  I  a  sure  and  easy  way  of  conveying  such  hrge 
ftpers  without  fear  of  burdenbg,  when  I  meant  to 
ealertain  you« 

Upon  the  convening  of  the  General  Assembly,  the 
governor  opened  it  with  a  long  speech  in  defence  of 
ite  absolute  supremacy  of  Parliament  over  the  colo- 
Biea,  mviting  both  Houses  to  offer  what  they  had  to 
object  against  this  principle.  His  prudence,  howevtf, 
in  this  step,  and  whether  he  will  be  thanked  for  it  by 
administration,  is  doubted.  By  the  replies  of  the  two 
Houses,  perfectly  united  in  the  main  principles,  the 
govemor  and  his  friends  received  a  shodc,  which  they 

TOL.  rUL  D 
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could  not  conceal,  whfle  the  people  are  gready  ccm- 
finned  m  their  sentiments,  and  encouraged  to  support 
them. 

I  win  venture  to  mention,  in  confidence  to  you,  that 
the  governor,  appearing  uneasy  after  he  had  received 
the  second  reply  of  the  Council,  employed  his  utmost 
influence  to  have  it  reconsidered  and  altered;  Having 
endeavoured  privately  to  prepare  the  minds  of  some 
influential  members  for  this,  he  enclosed  it  m  a  letter 
to  one  of  the  Board,  requesting  him  to  introduce  the 
reconsideration  in  Council  Presently  he  appears  there 
himself,  and  argues  strenuously  in  favor  of  this.  The 
vote  for  the  reply,  as  it  had  been  delivered,  was,  how- 
ever, unanimous,  except  two,  who  desired  to  be  excused 
fifom  voting  either  way.  Opposed,  as  he  now  stands^ 
to  both  Houses  and  the  body  of  the  people,  an  undis* 
guised  and  zealous  advocate  for  every  thing  we  ac- 
count a  grievance,  how  far  his  situation  resembles  that 
<rf  his  predecessor  I  leave  you  to  judge. 

The  opposition  here  to  the  hard  and  oppressive 
measures  of  the  British  administration  never  appeared 
to  me  founded  so  much  in  knowledge  and  principle; 
never  so  systematical,  deliberate,  and  firm,  as  it  is  at 
present  I  may  be  mistaken  m  this  opinion,  but  it 
leads  me  most  earnestly  to  wish,  for  the  sake  of  both 
countries,  for  some  pacification,  some  line  to  be  drawn, 
some  bill  of  rights  for  America,  some  security  against 
the  unlimited  supremacy  and  unbounded  power  over 
us,  not  only  of  our  sovereign,  but  also  of  our  fellow 
subjects  icr  Britain ;  and,  unless  something  of  this  sort 
soon  takes  place,  there  is  danger  that  things  vrill  run 
into  confiision.  Knowing  your  past  services  to  the 
province,  and  bemg  persuaded  both  of  your  abOi^ 
and  indmation  still  to  serve  it,  in  the  best  manner 
that  the  state  of  things  will  allow,  I  hope  all  obstnic- 
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to  your  receiving  the  grants  made  for  you  bj  the 
Hoone  will  800Q  be  removecL 

I  have  been  told  that  you  and  some  others  have 
lately  obtained^  through  much  opposition,  a  grant  of 
land  for  a  new  province.  If  this  be  true,  and  your 
proapect  agreeable,  you  have  no  friend  that  takes  a 
warmer  part  in  it,  through  your  large  circle,  than  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Samukl  Coopsb. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHUfCk 

L9rd  Dartmouth^M  IVish  to  heal  the  Breach  between 
Great  Britain  and  jlmeriea. 


3  Apri,  177a 

S^^ 

Ily  last  was  of  the  9th  past,  since  which  nothing 
OHttcfial  has  occurred  relating  to  the  cobnies.  The 
Ajaembly*s  answer  to  Governor  Hutchinson's  speech 
ii  not  yet  come  over,  but  I  find  that  even  hb  friends 
here  are  apprehensive  of  some  ill  consequences  from 
htt  ibrctng  the  Assembly  into  that  dbpute ;  and  begin 
k>  say  it  was  not  prudently  done,  though  they  be- 
leve  it  meant  well.  I  enclose  for  you  two  newspa- 
pers, in  nhich  it  b  mentioned.  Lord  Dartmouth  the 
other  day  expressed  his  wbh  to  me,  that  some  means 
coukl  be  fallen  u)x)n  to  heal  the  breach.  I  took  the 
freedom  to  tell  him,  that  he  could  do  much  m  it,  if 
be  would  exert  himself.  I  think  1  see  signs  of  re- 
leoting  m  some  others.  The  Bishop  of  St  Asaph^s 
Sermon  before  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Ciospel 
ii  much  talked  o^  for  its  catholic  spirit  and  favorable 
sentiments  relating  to  the  cobnies.    I  will  endeavour 
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to  get  a  copy  to  send  you.*  With  great  esteem  and 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  Frankun. 


TO    WILLIAM    FRANKLIN. 

Bishop  of  St.  AsapKs  Sermon.  — Its  liberal  Sentiments 
in  Regard  to  America. 

London,  6  April,  1773. 

Dear  Son, 

I  received  yours  of  February  2d,  with  the  papers 
of  information  that  accompany  it. 

I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Galloway  one  of  the  Bishop  of  St 
Asaph's  Sermons,  before  your  Society  for  propagating 
the  Gospel.  I  would  have  sent  you  one,  but  you  wiD 
receive  it  of  course  as  a  member.  It  contams  such 
liberal  and  generous  sentiments,  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  government  here  towards  Amierica,  that  Sir  John 
Pringle  says  it  was  written  in  compliment  to  me.  But, 
from  the  mtimacy  of  friendship  in  which  I  live  with 
the  author,  I  know  he  has  expressed  nothing  but 
what  he  thmks  and  feels;  and  I  honor  him  the  more, 

*  Dr.  Shipley,  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph's,  was  a  very  intimate  friend  of 
Dr.  Franklin's,  and  decidedly  opposed  to  the  coercive  measures  adopted 
by  the  British  government  against  America.  Besides  this  Sermon  on  that 
■ubject,  he  published  «*  A  Speech  intended  to  have  been  spoken  on  the 
Bill  for  altering  the  Charters  of  Massachusetts  Bay,"  which  was  greaUy 
admired  for  the  vigor  and  beauty  of  its  style,  even  by  those  who  did 
not  approve  its  sentiments.  During  the  latter  years  of  his  restdenee 
in  England,  Dr.  Franklin  passed  many  days  at  different  times  in  the 
ftroily  of  the  Bishop,  and  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  some  of  them 
during  his  life.  His  humorous  letter  to  Miss  Georgiana  Shipley,  one 
of  the  Bishop's  daughters,  on  the  death  of  her  squirrel,  is  well  known. 
See  Vol.  11.  p.  170.  Her  letters  to  Dr.  Franklin  prove  her  to  have  been 
a  young  lady  of  a  highly  endowed  and  cultivated  mind,  lively  sensibil- 
ity, and  generous  disposition. 
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diaty  through  the  mere  hope  of  doing  good,  he  has 
htxarded  the  displeasure  of  the  court,  and  of  course 
the  prospect  of  further  preferment  Possibly  indeed 
the  ideas  of  the  court  may  change;  for  I  think  I  see 
alarms  at  the  discontents  in  New  England,  and 
appearance  of  softening  in  the  disposition  of 
gOTemment,  on  the  idea  that  matters  have  been  car- 
ried too  far  there.  But  all  depends  upon  circum- 
nances  and  events.  We  govern  from  hand  to  mouth. 
There  seems  to  be  no  wise,  regular  plan. 

I  saw  Lord  Dartmouth  about  two  weeks  smce.    He 
itkxied  nothing  to  me  of  your  appUcation  for  addi- 
salary,  nor  did  I  to  him,  for  I  do  not  Eke  it     I 
fisar  k  will  embroil  you  with  your  people. 

While  I  am  writing  comes  to  hand  yours  of  March 
Sd.  My  letter  by  the  October  packet  must  have  been 
iettt,  as  usual,  to  the  office  by  the  bellman.  That  be- 
in^  as  you  inform  me,  rubbed  open,  as  some  of  yours 
to  me  have  been,  gives  an  additional  circumstance  of 
probability  to  the  conjecture  made  in  mme  of  Decem- 
ber 2d.  For  the  future  I  shall  send  letters  of  conse- 
queoce  to  the  office,  when  I  use  the  packet  convey 
ante,  by  my  clerk. 

Your  accounts  of  the  numbers  of  people,  births,  buri- 
abi  &LC^  in  your  province  will  be  ver}*  agreeable  to  me» 
particularly  so  to  Dr.  Price.  Compared  Hith  for- 
accounts,  they  will  show  the  increase  of  your 
people,  but  not  perfectly,  as  I  think  a  great  many  have 
gome  from  New  Jersey  to  the  more  southern  cobnies. 

The   Parliament  is  like  to  sit  till    the  end  of  June» 

at  hlr.  Cooper  tells  me.     I  had  thoughts  of  returning 

boaie  about   that  time.     The   Boston  Assembly*s   an- 

•wcr  to  the  governor's  speech,  which  I  have  just  re- 

eetved,  may  possibly  produce  something  here  to  occa- 

my  k>nger  stay.     I  am  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Frahklui. 
Tou  rm.  6  p^ 
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TO    DEAN    WOODWARD. 

Slavery  in  America.  —  Ships  transporting  Cknmcts 
to  Virginia. 

London,  10  April,  1773. 

Reverei^d  Sir, 

Desirous  of  being  revived  in  your  memory,  I  take 
this  opportunity,  by  my  good  friend  Mrs,  Blacker,  of 
sending  you  a  printed  piece,  and  a  manuscript,  boA 
on  a  subject  you  and  I  frequently  conversed  upon 
with  concurring  sentiments,  when  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  in  Dublin,  I  have  since  had  the  satis- 
faction to  learn,  that  a  disposition  to  abolish  slaveiy 
prevails  m  North  America,  that  many  of  the  Penn- 
sylvanians  have  set  their  slaves  at  liberty,  and  that 
even  the  Virginia  Assembly  have  petitioned  the  Kmg 
for  permission  to  make  a  law  for  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  more  mto  that  colony.  This  request,  how- 
ever, will  probably  not  be  granted,  as  their  former 
laws  of  that  kind  have  always  been  repealed,  and  as 
the  interest  of  a  few  merchants  here  has  more  weight 
with  government,  than  that  of  thousands  at  a  distance. 

Witness  a  late  fact.  The  gaol  distemper  bemg  fre- 
quently imported  and  spread  in  Virginia  by  the  ships 
transporting  convicts,  occasioning  the  death  of  many 
honest,  innocent  people  there,  a  law  was  made  to 
oblige  those  ships  arriving  with  that  distemper  to  per- 
form a  quarantine.  But  the  two  merchants  of  London, 
contractors  in  that  business,  alleging  that  this  might 
increase  the  expense  of  their  voyages,  the  law  was  at 
their  instance  repealed  here.  With  great  esteem  and 
respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B,  Franklin. 
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TO    THOMAS   CV8HI2fO. 

O^eemoT  HutduMorCt  Speech  to  the  JnenMy  of  Ma»^ 
BoekumttB.  —  Conver9atian  with  Lord  Dartmouth  re- 
^peeling  it  and  the  jSM9emblj^$  J$k»wer. 

Loodoo,  6  Maj,  17791 

Sra, 

I  have  received  none  of  your  &vors  since  that  of 
November  28th.  I  have  smce  written  to  you  of  the 
feOoviing  dates,  December  2d«  January  5th,  March  Qth, 
and  April  3d,  which  I  hope  got  safe  to  hand 

The  CouncQ  and  Assembly's  answer  to  Governor 
HolchinsoQ's  speech  I  caused  to  be  printed  here,  as 
mm  as  I  received  them.  His  reply  I  see  since  print- 
ed abo,  but  their  rejoinder  is  not  yet  come.  If  he 
■rtended,  by  reviving  that  dispute,  to  recommend  him- 
idC  be  has  greatly  missed  his  aim;  for  the  admmis- 
trttioD  are  chagrined  with  his  ofiiciousness,  their  in- 
mtkm  having  been  to  let  all  contention  subside,  and 
by  degrees  suffer  matters  to  return  to  the  old  chan- 
wtL  They  are  now  embarrassed  by  his  pixx^eedings ; 
fv;  if  they  lay  the  govemor\H  despatches,  containing 
Ike  declaration  of  the  General  Court,  before  Parliament, 
diey  apprehend  measures  may  be  taken^  that  will  widen 
die  breach ;  which  would  be  more  particulariy  mcoo- 
veoient  at  this  time,  when  the  dbturbed  state  of  Eu- 
rope gives  some  apprehensions  of  a  general  war.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  they  do  not  lay  them  before  Parlia- 
ment, they  give  advantage  to  o(>position  against  them- 
idves  on  some  future  occasion,  m  a  charge  of  criminal 
neglect.  Some  s«'iy  he  must  be  a  fool;  others,  that 
through  some  mlHinformation  he  really  sup{X)sed  Lord 
H9sborough  to  be  again  in  ofTice. 

Yesterday  1  hail  a  conversation  with  Lord  Dart- 
ith,  of  which  I  think  it  right  to  give  you 
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ad  ao  we  shaD  go  on  injuring  *and  proToking  etch 
odKTt  instead  of  cultivating  that  good  wiD  and  haimo* 
Bjt  ao  necessary  to  the  general  welfare." 

He  said,  that  might  be,  and  he  was  sensible  our 
must  weaken  the  whole ;  **  for  we  are  yet  om 
said  he,  **  whatever  may  be  the  sentiments  of 
llie  Massachusetts  Assembly  ;**  but  he  did  not  see  how 
tkst  cottkl  be  avoided.  He  wondered,  as  the  dispule 
was  now  of  public  notoiiety.  Parliament  had  not  al- 
ready called  for  the  despatches;  and  he  thought  he 
couU  not  omit  much  bnger  the  commumcating  thefli» 
however  unwffling  he  was  to  do  it,  from  his  appra- 
kenskm  of  the  consequences.  "*  But  what,"  his  Lord* 
tUp  was  pleased  to  say,  ^'if  you  were  in  my  plaoe^ 
would  or  codd  you  do?  Would  you  hazard  the  be- 
ing caDed  to  account,  m  some  future  sessbn  of  Pariia- 
meat  for  keeping  back  the  communication  of  despatch- 
m  of  such  importance?"  I  said,  ""his  Lordship  coukl 
beat  judge  what,  in  his  situation,  was  fittest  for  him  to 
do;  I  could  only  give  my  poor  opinion  with  regard  to 
Plarfiament,  that,  supposing  the  despatches  laid  before 
them,'  they  would  act  most  prudently  in  ordering  them 
to  he  on  the  table,  and  take  no  further  notice  of  them. 
For,  were  I  as  much  an  Englishman  as  I  am  as 
American,  and  ever  so  desirous  of  establishing  the  au- 
thority of  Parliament,  I  protest  to  your  Lordship,  I  can- 
BOt  conceive  of  a  single  step  the  Parliament  can  take 
to  mcrea^ie  it,  that  will  not  tend  to  diminish  it;  and 
after  abundance  of  mischief  they  must  finally  bse  it 
The  bss  in  itself  perhaps  woukl  not  be  of  much  coq- 
sequence,  because  it  b  an  authofity  they  can  never 
wefl  ex^rise  for  want  of  due  information  and  know!* 
edge,  and  therefore  it  is  not  worth  hazarding  the  mia- 
chief  to  preserve  \C^ 

Then  adding  my  wishes  that  1  coukl  be  of  anj 
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service  in  healing  our  differences,  his  Lordship  said* 
**I  do  not  see  any  thing  of  more  service,  than  pre- 
vailing on  the  General  Assembly,  iCiyou  can  do  it, 
to  withdraw  their  answers  to  the  governor's  speech.** 
** There  b  not,"  says  I,  "the  least  probability  they  wiB 
ever  do  that;  for  the  country  is  all  of  one  mind  upon 
the  subject  Perhaps  the  governor  may  have  repre- 
s^iited  to  your  Lordship,  that  these  are  the  opinicms 
of  a  party  only,  and  that  great  numbers  are  of  differ- 
ent sentiments,  which  may  in  time  prevail  But,  if 
he  does  not  deceive  himself^  he  deceives  your  Lord- 
ship; for  in  both  Houses,  notwithstanding  the  influ- 
ence appertaining  to  his  office,  there  was  not,  m  send- 
ing up  those  answers,  a  single  dissenting  voice."  "I 
do  not  recollect,"  says  his  Lordship,  "that  the  gor- 
^nor  has  written  any  thing  of  that  kind.  I  am  toldf 
however,  by  gendemen  from  that  country,  who  pre- 
tend to  know  it,  that  there  are  many  of  the  gover- 
nor's opinion,  but  they  dare  not  show  their  senti- 
ments." "I  never  heard,"  said  I,  "that  any  one  has 
suffered  violence  few  siding  with  the  governor."  "Not 
violence,  perhaps,"  said  his  Lordship,  "but  they  are  re- 
viled and  held  in  contempt,  and  people  do  not  care  to 
incur  the  disesteem  and  displeasure  of  their  neighbours.** 
As  I  knew  Governor  Bernard  had  been  in  with 
his  Lordship  just  before  me,  I  thought  he  was  prob- 
ably one  of  these  gentleman  informants,  and  there- 
fore said,  "People,  who  are  engaged  in  any  party  or 
have  advised  any  measures,  are  apt  to  magnify  the 
numbers  of  those  they  would  have  understood  as  ap« 
proving  their  measures."  His  Lordship  said,  that  was 
natural  to  suppose  might  be  the  present  case;  for 
whoever  observed  the  conduct  of  parties  here  must 
have  seen  it  a  constant  practice;  and  he  agreed 
with  me,  that,  though  a  nemkie  cantradicente  did  not 
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prore  the  absolute  agreement  oT  everj  man  in  the 
opmioQ  Tored,  it  at  least  demonstrated  the  great  prer- 
•lente  of  that  opinion. 
Thus  ended  our  conference.  I  shall  watch  tids 
tiD  the  Parfiament  rises,  and  endearour  to 
people  in  general  as  sensible  of  the  inconfen- 
to  this  country,  that  maj  attmid  a  continuance 
of  Ike  oont^t,  as  the  Spitalfields  weavers  seem  abeadj 
to  be  m  thar  petition  to  the  King,  which  I  herewitfi 
•end  ]roa.  I  have  already  the  pleasure  to  find,  that 
lay  friend,  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph's  Sermon  is  iin>- 
fersaly  approvikl  and  applauded,  which  I  take  to  be 
RO  bad  sympUmL  With  sincere  esteem  and  respect; 
I  Imrt  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frakkuh. 


TO   THOMAS   CVSHIlfO. 

Pdilion  jfre$ented  to  the  Kmg^  and  the  JnmMt. 

London,  9  Jane,  1779L 

Sir, 

Since  my  hst  of  the  6th  past,  I  haire  been  honored 
with  yours  of  March  6th  and  24th,  enclosing  a  petition 
to  the  Kmg,  and  a  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth.  On 
eonsidering  the  whole,  I  concluded  that  a  longer  de* 
lay  of  pre^nting  the  first  petition  and  remonstrance 
was  not  likely  to  answer  any  good  purpose,  and  there- 
fere  immediately  waited  on  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  de* 
irered  to  him  the  letter,  and  the  second  petition,  at 
tlie  same  time  re-delivering  the  first,  and  pressed  his 
Lordship  to  present  them  to  his  Majesty,  which  he 
promned  to  da 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  answer  I  have  just  receiTed 
him,  as  this  day's  packet  (the  mail  for  which  it 
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to  be  made  up  and  despatched  in  a  few  hours)  is 
the  earliest  opportunity,  the  ships  for  Boston  not  being 
to  sail  till  the  begmnmg  of  next  week*  By  one  of 
them  I  shall  send  a  copy,  with  what  observaticms  oc- 
cur to  me  on  the  occasion,  which  the  time  will  not 
now  permit  me  to  write.  In  the  mean  while  I  would 
just  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  hope  the  House  will 
come  to  no  hasty  resolves  upon  it  The  longer  th<ey 
deliberate,  the  more  maturely  they  consid^,  the  great- 
er weight  will  attend  their  resolutions.  With  sincere 
respect,  I  am,  Sir,  &lc. 

B.  FRAlTKUir, 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIirO. 

Duty  on  Tea. 

London,  4  June,  1773i 

Sir, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  mine  per  packet,  which  en- 
closed the  original  of  his  Majesty's  answer  to  our  pe- 
titions and  remonstrance.  I  now  send  an  exact  copy 
of  the  same,  which  I  did  mtend  to  accompany  widi 
some  observations,  and  my  sentiments  on  the  general 
state  of  our  affairs  in  this  country,  and  the  conduct 
proper  for  us  to  hold  on  this  occasion.  But,  begin- 
ning to  write,  I  find  the  matter  too  copious,  and  the 
subject,  on  reflection,  too  important,  to  be  treated  of  in 
a  hasty  letter ;  and,  being  told  the  ships  sail  to-morrow, 
I  must  postpone  it  to  another  opportunity. 

It  was  thought  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  that 
the  American  duty  on  tea  would  be  taken  off.  But 
now  the  wise  scheme  is,  to  take  off  so  much  duly 
here,  as  will  make  tea  cheaper  in  America  than  for- 
eigners can  supply  us,  and  to  confine  the  duty  ih&e^ 


Mf.m.]  CORR18PONDENCE.  40 

ID  keep  op  the  exerdae  of  the  right  The  j  have  urn 
idea,  thtl  waj  people  can  act  finom  anj  other  prindpla 
b«t  that  of  interest;  and  they  betaere,  that  three  pence 
in  a  pond  of  tea,  of  which  one  does  not  perhapa 
drink  ten  pounds  in  a  year,  is  suffidoit  to  overoome 
al  the  patriotism  of  an  American. 

I  pwpose  soon  to  write  you  very  ftiDy.  As  to  the 
latteri*  I  communicated  to  you,  though  I  hare  not  been 
able  to  obtain  leave  to  take  copies  or  publish  them» 
I  hate  permission  to  lei  the  originab  remain  with  yoo^ 
as  long  as  you  may  think  it  of  any  use  to  hare  them 
in  poasejsiiin.  With  great  esteon,  and  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be»  Sir,  &c 

B.  FnAjrsLnr. 


rmoM  SAMirxL  coofkr  to  b.  PRAirujir. 

OmmiUees  of  Correspondence.  — Jccount  of  the  Pro* 
eeedmge  of  the  MaeMochmetle  JkeenMy  m  Regard 
to  IhUhinmm'9  Letters. 

Bo0toii,  14  JoM,  ITTSL 

DEAn  Sim, 
We  have  received  high  eulogiums  upon  the  repliea 
of  our  Council  and  (Commons  &x>m  gentlemen  of  the 
respectable  characters  in  the  other  cokmies,  where 
evidently  appt^ars  an  increasing  regard  for  thia 
province,  and  an  incUnation  to  unite  for  the  commoa 
safety.  Virginia  has  led  the  way,  by  proposing  a  com* 
mmiication  and  correspondence  between  all  the  As- 
sembbes  through  the  contment  The  letter  from  their 
ooaunittee  for  this  purpose  was  received  here  with 
■0  fittle  joy,  and  the  proposal  agre^  to  in  the  moat 
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ready  and  respectful  maimer.  Rhode  Islaad^  C<ri« 
necticut,  and  New  Hampshire  hare  aheady  dioflen 
committees,  so  that  all  New  England  is  now  united 
widi  Virginia  m  this  salutary  plan,  and  the  acoesskHi 
of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  cdcmies  is  not  doubted^ 
This  opens  a  most  agreeable  prospect  to  the  fifieodft 
of  our  common  rights. 

In  my  last,  I  mentioned  to  you  my  having  fa^d  a 
sight  of  some  letters,  that  had  been  tran^nnilted  to  tb» 
Speaker  with  leave  to  communicate  them  to  me^  and 
scmie  others  in  confidence  I  soon  apprehended  from 
die  nature  of  the  cont^its,  and  the  numbar  of  peraona 
to  whom  they  were  directed  to  be  shown,  that  thcgr 
could  not  long  remain  secret.  However,  I  have  pre- 
served mviolable  the  trust  reposed  in  me.  Some,  not 
named  by  you  as  confidants,  had  hints  from  London 
that  such  letters  were  come  or  ccnning,  and  began 
to  suspect  they  were  concealed  m  favor  of  the  vniters. 
The  secret  was  kept  till  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Court,  when  so  many  members  had  obtained  such 
general  intimations  of  it,  as  to  render  them  extremely 
inquisitive  and  solicitous.  At  last  it  was  thought  best 
to  communicate  them  to  the  House,  with  the  restric- 
tions that  accompanied  them  here.  The  House  could 
not  act  upon  them  with  those  restrictions,  but  the 
substance  of  them  was  known  everywhere,  and  the 
ahum  given.  Soon  ailer,  copes  of  them  were  brought 
into  the  House,  said  to  have  come  from  Englaad  by 
the  last  ships. 

Many  members  scrupled  to  act  upon  these  cajpieBf 
while  they  were  under  such  public  engagements  to 
the  unknown  proprietor  of  the  originals.  As  the  mai* 
terwas  now  so  public,  and  the  restrictions  could  a»* 
swer  no  good  end,  no  view  of  the  senda*,  but  on  tibe 
eontrary  might  prevent  in  a  great  measure  a  proper 
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of  cte  leUen  far  the  public  benefit,  aad  far 
cte  mfluenoe  md  power  of  the  writers  and  iheir 
ftieadsi  and  disarming  their  revenge,  it  was  judged 
MOil  expedient,  by  the  gentlemen  to  whom  they  were 
finrt  shown,  to  allow  the  House  such  a  use  of  the  origi- 
mK  as  they  might  think  necessary  to  found  their  pro^ 
oeedings  upon  for  the  conunon  safety.  By  whom  and 
to  whom  they  were  sent  is  still  a  secret,  known  only 
to  three  persons  here,  and  may  still  remain  so^  if  yo« 
desire  k. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that,  upon  the  first  appearsace 
of  the  fetters  in  the  House,  they  roted,  by  a  ma|ority 
of  one  hundred  and  one  to  five,  that  the  design  and 
tendency  of  them  were  to  subvert  the  constitution,  and 
imroduce  arbitiary  power.  Their  committee  upon  this 
mtM&r  reported  this  day  a  number  of  resolutions,  which 
are  to  be  printed  by  to-morrow  morning,  and  every 
furnished  with  a  copy,  that  they  suiy  compare 
with  the  fetters;  and  to-morrow  at  three  o'cfeck 
in  the  afternoon  is  the  time  appointed  to  deckle  upon 
the  report  The  acceptance  of  it  by  a  great  ma- 
jority is  not  doubted. 

Shoukl  the  vessel  that  is  to  carry  this  fetter  remain 
hmg  enough,  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resobn 
tions»  Nothing  coukl  have  been  more  seasonable,  than 
the  arrival  of  these  fetters.  They  have  had  great  ef- 
fect; they  make  deep  impressfens  wherever  they  are 
known;  they  strip  the  mask  from  the  writerB»  who, 
under  the  professkins  of  friendship  to  their  country, 
now  plainly  appear  to  have  been  endeavouring  to  build 
up  themselves  and  their  (amilies  u(X)n  its  ruins.  They 
and  their  adherents  are  shocked  and  dismayed;  the 
confidence  reposed  in  them  by  many  b  annihilated; 
and  administralion  must  soon  see  the  necessity  of  pul* 
dag  the  provincial  power  of  the  crown  into  other  haiid% 
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i£  they  mean  it  should  operate  to  any  good  effect 
This,  at  present,  is  ahnost  the  universal  sentiment 

The  House  have  this  day  sent  up  the  letters  to 
the'  Board,  which,  I  beUeve,  will  concur  with  them  in 
the  substance  and  spirit  of  their  proceedings.  We  are 
highly  indebted  to  our  friends  m  London,  and  to  you, 
Sir,  m  particular,  for  so  impcHtant  a  communication, 
and  hope,  while  it  suppcnts  the  cause  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice, and  promotes  the  deliverance  of  this  abused  and 
oppressed  country,  it  will  be  attended  with  no  disad- 
vantage to  them. 

The  inconveniences,  that  may  accidentally  arise  fitm 
such  generous  interpositions,  are  abundantly  compen- 
sated by  the  reflection,  that  they  tend  to  the  secu- 
rity and  happiness  of  millions.  I  trust,  however,  that 
nothing  of  this  kind  will  occur  to  disturb  the  agreea- 
ble feelmgs  of  those,  who,  in  this  instance,  have  done 
such  extensive  good    With  great  esteem,  I  am,  &a 

Samuel  Cooper. 


FROM    THOMAS    CUSHIXQ   TO   B.    FRANKLUT. 

Hutchinson's  Letters.  —  Petition  to  the  King  for  the 
Removal  of  Governor  Hutchinson^  and  Lieutenant* 
Governor  Oliver. 

Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  25  Jane,  1773. 

Sir, 
The  House  of  Representatives  have  lately  had  di- 
vers letters,  signed  Thomas  Hutchinson^  Jtndrew  OH- 
Cff,  &c.,  laid  before  them,  attested  copies  of  which,  you 
have  enclosed;  and,  after  maturely  considering  their 
contents,  they  have  voted  as  their  sense,  that  the  ten- 
dency and  design  of  said  letters  appear  to  have  been 
to  overthrow  the  constitution  of  this  government,  and 
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to  bcroduoe  arbitrary  power  into  this  province ;  and 
liave  pa»ed  sundry  resolves  respectmg  these  letters, 
which  accompany  this  letter.  They  have  also  agreed 
ipoo  and  passed  a  petition  to  bis  Majesty,  which  *yoQ 
receive  with  this  enclosure,  praymg  that  his  Ex- 
Thomas  Hutchinson,  governor,  and  Andrew 
Oiver,  ieut^iant-govemor,  of  this  province,  be  removed 
fnm  the  posts  they  hold  within  this  government ;  which 
petitioD  you  are  desired,  as  soon  as  possible,  Co  pre- 
wmi  to  his  Majesty  ;*  and,  as  the  persons  aforenamed 
kave  by  this  their  conduct  rendered  themselves  veiy 
and  have  entirely  losi  the  confidence  of 
people,  you  are  desired  to  use  your  interest  and 
to  support  said  petition,  that  it  may  have  its 
effect ;  and  you  are  further  directed  to  employ 
ArUrar  Lee  as  counsel  upon  this  occasion,  and  ai^ 
adM*  ooonael  you  may  think  proper. 

Too  are  desired  also  to  take  effectual  care,  that  the 
•ev«ml  petitions,  relative  to  the  governor  and  judges 
of  the  Superior  Court  receiving  their  support  fix>m  the 
crown,  independent  of  the  grants  of  the  people,  may 
be  (if  they  have  not  already  been)  immediately  laid 
before  his  Majesty,  and  strenuously  supported ;  as  they 
are  nutters  that  very  nearly  and  essentially  affect  our 
happy  constitution,  the  preservation  of  which  in  a  great 
Measure  depends  upon  their  meeting  with  a  favorable 
meptioo  and  answer.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Thomas  Ccshiko, 

Speaker. 

*  8m  Um  R^mItm  and  Petkioo,  Vol  fV.  pp.  49fl^  430. 
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TO    THOMAS    CUSHIlfO. 

Controversy  with  Governor  Hutchinson.  —  Resolves  of 
the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.  —  Dr.  FrankBn 
justifies  himself  against  the  Charge  of  JVeglect^  om 
^gent  for  Massachusetts.  — Arthur  Lee. 

London,  7  Jaly,  1773. 

Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  the  pamphlets  you  have  sent  me, 
containing  the  controversy  between  the  governor  and 
the  two  Houses,  I  have  distributed  them  where  I 
thought  they  might  be  of  use.  He  makes  periiaps  as 
much  of  his  argument  as  it;  will  bear;-  but  has  the 
misfortune  of  bemg  on  the  weak  side,  and  so  is  put 
to  shifts  and  quibbles,  and  the  use  of  much  sophistiy 
and  artifice,  to  give  plausibility  to  his  reasonings.  Hie 
Council  and  the  Assembly  have  greatly  the  advantage 
in  point  of  fairness,  perspicuity,  and  force.  His  prece- 
dents of  acts  of  Parliament  bindmg  the  colonies,  and 
our  tacit  consent  to  those  acts,  are  all  frivolous.  Shall 
a  guardian,  who  has  imposed  upon,  cheated,  and  plun- 
dered a  minor  under  his  care,  who  was  unable  to  i»e- 
vent  it,  plead  those  impositions  after  his  ward  has  dis- 
covered them,  as  precedents  and  authorities  for  coo- 
tinumg  them.  There  have  been  precedents,  time  out 
of  mind,  for  robbing  on  Hounslow  Heath,  but  the  high- 
wayman, who  robbed  there  yesterday,  does  neverthe- 
less deserve  hanging. 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  resolves  of  the  Virginia  House 
of  Burgesses.*    There  are  brave   spirits   among   that 

•  The  resolves  appointing  a  Committee  of  Correspondence,  and  re- 
questing the  legislatures  of  the  other  colonies  to  do  the  same,  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  a  mutual  intercourse.  These  resolves  were  pass- 
ed on  the  ISth  of  March,  1773 ;  and,  as  the  plan  was  generally  adopted 
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people.  I  hope  their  proposal  will  be  readily  complied 
with  by  all  the  colonies.  It  is  natural  to  suppose,  as 
you  (b,  that,  if  the  oppressbns  continue,  a  congress 
my  grow  out  of  that  correspondence.  Nothing  would 
more  alarm  our  ministers ;  but,  if  the  colonies  agree  to 
hold  a  congress,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  prevented. 

The  instruction  relating  to  the  exemption  of  the  com- 
miffitmrn  I  imagine  is  withdrawn;  perhaps  the  other 
abo,  relating  to  the  agents,  but  of  that  1  have  heard 
aoching.  I  only  wonder  that  the  governor  should  make 
such  a  declaration  of  his  readiness  to  comply  with  an 
■rfimation  in  acting  contrary  to  any  instructions,  if  he 
hid  not  already,  or  did  not  soon  expect  a  repeal  of 
tittse  instructions.  I  have  not  and  shall  never  use 
joitr  name  on  this  or  any  similar  occasion. 

I  note  your  directions  relating  to  public  and  private 
letters  and  shall  not  (ail  to  observe  them.  At  the 
Mme  time  I  think  all  the  correspondence  should  be 
■I  the  Speaker's  power,  to  communicate  such  extracts 
only  as  he  should  think  proper  for  the  House.  It  is 
extremely  embarrassing  to  an  agent,  to  write  letters 
concerning  his  transactions  with  ministers,  which  let- 
ters he  knows  are  to  be  read  in  the  House,  where  there 
my  be  governor's  spies,  who  carrj'  away  parts,  or  per- 
haps take  copies,  that  are  echoed  back  hither  private- 
ly; if  they  should  not  be,  as  sometimes  they  are, 
printetl  in  the  Votes.  It  is  impossible  to  write  freely 
in  such  cinunistances,  unless  he  would  hazard  his  use« 
ftibess,  and  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  do  his  country 
any  farther  senice.    I  speak  this  now,  not  upon  my 


If  t^  oUi^r  coloow,  it  bccmoM  a  v«ry  impofUnl  ioitniiiMBl  ui  •AmI* 
liiy  a  vnioa,  aod  carryinf  forward  coiie4»rt««l  mrMurrt  m  the  eftH/  fCafW 
if  tlM  Rev«aiitioo.  8e«  Um  RcwIvm  in  WiftT*t  Lift  ^  Fwtrkk  Hfrnf, 

mu,^s7. 
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own  account,  being  about  to  decline  all  public  business^ 
but  for  your  consideration  with  regard  to  future  agents. 

And,  now  we  speak  of  agents,  I  must  mention  my 
concern,  that  I  should  fall  under  so  severe  a  censure 
of  the  House,  as  that  of  neglect  in  their  business.  I 
have  submitted  to  the  reproof  without  reply  m  my 
public  letter,  out  of  pure  respect  It  is  not  decent  to 
dispute  a  father's  admonitions.  But  to  you  in  private^ 
permit  me  to  observe,  that,  as  to  the  two  things  I  am 
blamed  for  not  giving  the  eariiest  notice  oi^  viz.  the 
clause  in  the  act  relating  to  dockyards,  and  the  ap* 
pointment  of  salaries  for  the  governor  and  judges,  the 
first  only  seems  to  have  some  foundation.  I  did  not 
know,  but  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  known,  that  sudl 
a  clause  was  intended.  And  yet  in  a  Parliament,  that 
during  the  whole  session  refused  admission  to  strangerSi 
wherein  near  two  hundred  acts  were  passed,  it  is  not 
so  easy  a  matter  to  come  at  the  knowledge  of  every 
clause  in  every  act,  and  to  give  opposition  to  what 
may  affect  one's  constituents ;  especially  when  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  smuggle  clauses  mto  a  bill,  whose  d& 
shall  give  no  suspicion,  when  an  opposition  to  such 
clauses  is  apprehended.  I  say  this  is  no  easy  matt^. 
But,  had  I  known  of  this  clause,  it  b  not  likely  I  could 
have  prevented  its  passmg  in  the  present  dispositkm 
of  government  towards  America ;  nor  do  I  see,  that  my 
giving  earlier  notice  of  its  having  passed  could  have 
been  of  much  service. 

As  to  the  other,  concemmg  the  governor  and  judges, 
I  should  hardly  have  thought  of  sending  the  House 
an  account  of  it,  if  the  minister  had  mentioned  it  to 
me ;  as  I  understood  fh)m  their  first  letter  to  me,  that 
they  had  already  the  best  intelligence  ^*of  its  being 
determined  by  administration  to  bestow  large  salaries 
on  the  attorney-general,  judges,  and  governor  of  the 
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protinoe.'*  I  coold  not  therefore  possibly  **gsfe  die 
/rsf  motk€  of  this  impending  eviL^  I  answof^  how* 
ew,  ^tbat  there  ms  no  doubt  of  the  intention  of 
■i4ing  gofemorSy  and  some  other  officers,  independ* 
6Bl  of  the  people  for  their  support ;  and  that  this  pur- 
poee  wiB  be  persisted  in,  if  the  American  revenue  is 
ftmMi  sufficient  to  defray  the  salaries.**  This  erasure^ 
thoagh  grievous,  does  not  so  much  surprise  me,  as 
I  i^prehended  all  along  from  the  beginning,  that  be- 
tween the  friends  of  an  old  agent,  my  predecessor,  who 
thought  himself  hardly  used  in  his  dismisson,  and  those 
of  a  young  one  hnpatient  for  the  succession,  my  situa- 
tion was  not  likely  to  be  a  very  comfortable  one,  as 
■y  fiuilts  could  scarce  pass  unobserved.* 

*  Hw  f^nm§  ifrat  Iwre  meotXMwd,  m  *  impatwot  far  IIm 
dM,"  v«0   Atihmr  Lee.     Tb»  feiiU«iitii  wm  a  ktotlHr  of 

M«  md,  ktrimg  ftudied  law  ia  IIm  TMipK  km 
pnctiM  of  him  profewioa  in  Loodoo.    When  Dr.  FrAiiklia  wmi  ap- 

fMH  for  MaflMcbooetta,  Im  9xpmetmd  to  rtttm  ia  a  dwft  tioM 
t»  Aaailea ;  aad,  la  aatietpatioB  of  thim  avaal,  AiUmt  Lm  waa  choaaa 
If  Ika  iafirtaluiB  aa  him  ■acceMor,  wnli  iaitfyclioaa  Id  ad  aa  aaob 
In  caaa  of  Im  4aatli  or  abMoee.  Ctfcmaataaeaa  caoaad  Dr.  FraaUia 
la  tiBwin  BMcli  kmfar  Uiaa  k«  had  propoaad,  and,  from  Mr.  t^aa^  owa 
lMllaH07,  it  as  ovidaat  that  hia  patiaaoa  waa  aareraly  thad  by  lliif  4a» 
kif.  Aa  ao  maa  haa  dona  to  BMcb  aa  Aftlrar  Laa  to  tajttra  tha  rapota* 
Mm  af  Dr.  Praaklia,  aod  m§  his  naoM  will  oAaa  occar  ia  tha  coaiaa 
af  tte  cofTf^apoaaaaca^  it  i«  proper  that  tha  raadar  ihoald  hara  ba  ania 
ia^|aaiaii4  «i^  Maia  of  tha  bm«m  ha  aaad,  at  that  aarlj  pariod,  la 
aflbctaa  obp»ct,  whieb  ha  altar  wards  parsaad  with  la 
fpaa  of  aenmony  aod  paratToranea.  la  a  lattar  to 
4Mid  at  Loaaoc^  Jona  lOth,  1771,  ba  wrota  aa  IbOowa. 

*  I  hava  rvad  lataiy  ia  yoor  papaia  aa  laiMrsart  ftaai  Dr. 
tet  aS  dr«fB«  afaiast  tha  chartar  of  tha  colooy  ara  laid  aaida.  Thia 
ii  Jait  what  I  i»ipactad  horn  ban ;  aad,  if  it  ba  tnia«  tha  Doelor  ia  aal 
te  dapa  bat  tha  tnatrvmant  of  Lord  Hilkboroofh%  traachary.  Thai 
Lvd  Hillahorough  fnras  out  this  awiiirineo  ia  cartaiai  but,  aotonoiai  m 
ha  as  for  ill  ftith  aod  fraud,  bis  doplietty  woald  aot  iiapoaa  oa  oat 
p I  of  half  Dr.  rrmaklta'b  ssfacity.** 

•Tha  pooteasicNi  of  a  prodtabia  odka  at  wiH,  tha  hamff  a  aoa  hi 
a  hlfh  poat  at  ptaasarr,  tha  frmad  parpooa  of  bis  rrsidsaos  hara 
ia  aSrvt  a  ehtofo  ia  tha  joferaeKiat  of  Paaasgrlraaiat  fcr  whioh  ad 
TOL.    Till.  8 
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1  thmk  of  leaving  England  in  Septemb^.  As  sooa 
as  possible  after  my  arrival  in  America,  I  purpose,  God 
willing,  to  visit  Boston,  when  I  hope  to  have  the  pleas* 
ure  of  paying  my  respects  to  you.  I  shall  then  give 
every  information  in  my  power,  and  offer  every  advioe 
relating  to  our  affairs,  not  so  convenient  to  be  writteii» 
that  my  situation  here  for  so  many  years  may  enaUe 
me  to  suggest  for  the  benefit  of  oiu*  country.  Somd 
time  before  my  departure,  I  shall  put  yoiu*  psqpers  into 
the  hands  of  Mr«  Lee,  and  assist  him  with  my  coimsd 

iftrition  mast  be  cultivated  and  courted,  are  circumitaiices,  wliicli,  joift- 
ad  with  the  temporizing  conduct  he  has  always  held  in  American  t^ 
fkirs,  preclude  every  rational  hope,  that,  in  an  open  contest  between 
an  oppressive  administration  and  a  firee  people.  Dr.  Franklin  otn  ¥• 
a  fkithfbl  advocate  for  the  latter;  or  oppoee  and  expose  the  fbfmer 
with  a  spirit  and  inU^grity,  which  alone  can,  in  times  like  these,  be  of 
any  wrvice.  By  temporizing,  I  mean,  consulting  the  inclination  of  ni»* 
iitert,  and  acting  conformably  to  that,  not  to  the  interests  of  the  prat* 
ioce.  Thns,  when  the  Rockingham  administration  espoused  the  Amar* 
iean  cause,  no  man  was  more  zealous  or  active  than  Dr.  FmnUin ;  lAuo^ 
tlMit,  he  has  been  totally  inactive ;  and  his  particular  partisans  here,  te 
Qnaker  merchants,  were  opposed  to  the  late  measure  of  petitioning  hi 
the  repeal  of  the  revenue  act ;  though  the  exciting  the  merchants  aai 
manufkcturers  here  to  petition  against  it  was  the  great  benefit  expected 
fixMn  the  non-importation  agreements  with  you,  whkh  the  Doctor  fan* 
mediately  after  advised  the  Philadelphians  not  to  violate.  The  trtiiloi 
ef  this  is  manifest ;  that  advice  made  him  popular  in  America,  Ms  pi«* 
vanting  the  effect  of  it  recommended  him  to  administration  here;  ani 
in  oonsequence  we  see,  that,  though  accounts  of  diat  letter  were  tnm 
mitted  to  Lord  Hillsborough,  the  writer  stands  in  the  same  place  aai 
thvor  as  before,  though  it  is  a  fixed  rule  of  conduct  with  his  Lordship 
to  displace  all  those,  who  not  only  oppose,  bui  who  do  not  conform  per* 
ibetiy  to  his  plan.  I  feel  it  not  a  little  disagreeable  to  speak  my  sen- 
timents of  Dr.  Franklin,  as  your  generous  confidence  has  placed  ns 
in  the  light  of  a  rival  to  him.  But  I  am  so  for  fh>m  being  influeneed 
by  selfish  motives,  that,  were  the  service  of  the  colony  ten  tiroes  freaft» 
er,  I  would  perform  it  for  nothing  rather  than  you  i^  America,  at  t 
time  like  this,  should  be  betrayed  by  a  man,  who  it  is  hardly  in  thm 
nature  of  things  to  suppose  can  be  fkithfbl  to  his  trust" — l^^J^ 
ikur  Lee,  Vol.  t  p.  dia 

It  is  but  just  to  add,  that,  at  a  later  period,  lir.  Lee  said  the  ahoife 
letter  ''was  written  in  anger";  but  this  is  no  apology  fbr  the  gnm 
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wUfe  I  stmj»  where  there  may  be  anj  occaskm  for  it 
Be  is  m  goitleman  of  parts  and  abiKty;  and,  though 
ha  caimoc  exceed  me  in  sinco^  zeal  for  the  mterest 
■■d  prosperity  of  the  province,  his  youth  wil  easily 
hkn  to  senre  it  with  more  actiTity.  I  am,  Sir, 
raspectfuly,  9lc  B.  FiturKUir. 


it  coaliiiMi  and  IIm  nort  tkm  MMpieiow  mmI  1m  iMd  is 
fi9V.  Tka  wbol«  Uaor  of  the  correflpoadeace  in  that  work,  simI  e«- 
f&tUtj  the  precedinf  lettert  relating  to  the  subjectB  and  tine  of  whkh 
Mi:.  Lm  ■peiki,  prove  theee  ioeinoetioiM  (charfee  indeed  they  nmj  tl- 
mmm  km  ciJM)  Id  kxf  heeo  utterly  withoctt  fooodaticML  In  Di;  Frnnk- 
luni  lector  to  Ik.  Cooper,  dated  Febnieiy  5ch,  1771,  k  ie  iee%  thi^ 
m  iv  ftooi  hat  betaf  eoheenrient  to  Lord  Uilleboroofh,  there  wme  a 
MidatM  helpeea  then  amoQiitiiif  ahiioel  to  a  peieona]  ^uarreL    T«l 

the  AllaMk  to  poimi  the  mkidB  if 
in  MeeMrlimffte,  a«d  to  taSkt  as  it^mj^  whieh  il 
wwm  Mt  \m  Mr.  Lee*i  power  to  repair.  Such  wae  the  reeolt,  to  a  oq»> 
MHshlt  cxieiil ;  aod  we  nay  here  ioe  the  orifta  of  the  Ihlae  faBpff«»> 
dbas  raipeeliflf  the  amiree  a«d  eharader  of  Ik.  FnaMm^  whieh  loiif 
MiilBd  m  iieeMchinfifte,  aad  which  were  euhee^neally  etieagtheaed 
If  eritoff  aeaM  aol  leas  ttafeonded  or  naworthy. 

Mr.  Lm%  [■yiifuri  ie  iadicated  in  aaother  letter,  dalad  Jane  lllhb 
1771^  im  whieh  he  eaye;  "*  Dr.  Fraaklio  ftequeally  aeenree  nie,  that  he 
ihdi  eai  fcr  Philadelphia  in  a  few  weeha;  bm  I  helieve  he  will  net 
fill  «i  tfll  he  ie  fathered  to  hie  fiuhera.** 

4e  am  eeideaee  of  the  freedoai  with  which  he  epoke  of  ether  afeata 
im  Miflandv  and  of  hie  impatience  to  oooipy  their  place,  an  extraet 
Hf  he  fnoird  fWMa  a  letter  to  his  hmUier,  dated  fleptenher  18th,  I7ea 
hnlaftM  Id  the  afent  for  Virfinia.  He  eaye;  **  Yon  will  eee  o«  afeal 
am  the  OMel  infaoMMM  ImI  of  votera  for  Colooele  Latterel  and  Ereii. 
ipdL  than  which  nolhtof  can  nMre  droKNiatrate  hie  eenrile  dependence 
am  ndnnnielralino ;  whrn  applied  to,  he  refheed  to  draw  cp  for  the  tn- 
hnane  nwrrhanta  a  petition  afminat  the  revenue  adi^  on  a  pretenee,  that, 
an  Ihey  had  not  treated  hun  with  reepect,  he  would  not  have  any  thinf 
ie  do  with  them.  But  hia  vote  will  explain  hie  relbaaL  Should  thie 
nMdnrt  have  any  inSuence  in  Virftnii  to  hia  prejudice,  aa  I  think  ia 
InMh  It  mifht,  I  need  not  leU  yon  I  ehould  he  happy  to  eerve  in  hii 

The  value  of  hia  opiniona  of  men,  ae  weO  ae  the  eoundneee  of  Ma 
amy  he  inforred  from  the  manner  in  which  he  epeaha  ef  the 
aien  m  the  Britieh  fovemmenL    He  wntea  to  hie   htolheri 
•OraAon  ie  the  premier,  pmSigaU,  aihitimry,  and  oonlemptihle ;  Wuf- 
,  ahandoned  to  faminf  aod  driaktnf ,  totaUy  lavnlved,  htH 
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TO   THOMAS   CUSHIirO. 

Parliament  prorogued.  —  The  ISng^s  .Answer  to  the 
American  Petitions.  —  Proposed  Means  of  obtam* 
ing  Redress.  —  General  Sentiments  of  the  People  m 
England  respecting  America.  —  Captain  Cdef.  — • 
Sir  Francis  Bernard^s  Project. 

London,  7  July,  1773. 

Sib, 
The  Parliament  is  at  length  prorogued,  without  med* 
dling  with  the  state  of  America.  Their  time  was  mudi 
employed  m  the  East  India  busmess;  and  perhq)S  it 
was  not  thought  prudent  to  lay  before  them  the  ad- 
vices from  New  England,  though  some  threatenmg  in- 

\j  clever ;  North,  Gower,  and  Bristol,  nothing ;  Hillsborongh  and  Poir* 
nail,  arbitrary,  opinionated,  subtile,  and  severe."  —  lAfe^  VoL  I.  p.  900. 

Again;  ''Lord  Dartmouth  is  too  insignificant  for  yon  to  regard  whit 
he  says.**  p.  223.  *<  He  is  a  poor  wretch,  and,  though  not  actively  bad, 
is  yet,  I  believe,  as  capable  of  adopting  any  unjust  and  arbitrary  meat- 
nre  as  Lord  Hillsborough.  He  forfeited  his  honor  and  his  character  in 
accepting  the  place."  p.  232. 

Considering  the  means  taken  by  Arthur  Lee  to  disparage  Dr.  FranUiiii 
from  the  beginning  of  the  revolution  to  the  end  of  his  life,  as  will  ftdly 
appear  hereafter,  justice  requires,  that  the  reader  should  be  apprized  be* 
forehand  of  the  traits  of  his  character  shown  in  the  above  extradf. 
S|pt  these  should  not  detract  from  the  real  merits  of  Mr.  Lee.  He  was 
a  man  of  talents,  a  good  scholar,  an  able  writer,  and  a  zealous  defend* 
er  of  his  country's  rights.  Before  the  war  broke  out,  he  published  sev- 
eral papers  on  the  colonial  controversy,  written  with  force  and  skill, 
some  of  which  passed  through  various  editions,  and  were  widely  cir- 
culated in  Great  Britain  and  America.  They  were  useful  in  promotin|^ 
the  cause  of  his  country.  His  integrity,  patriotism,  and  fidelity  to  ths 
tmsts  reposed  in  him,  have  never  been  suspected;  but  the  infiimitiM 
of  his  temper,  his  jealousy,  and  extreme  ambition  led  him  to  look  apon 
every  man  as  an  enemy,  who  stood  in  the  way  of  his  advancement,  and 
to  employ  methods,  that  cannot  be  justified,  for  lessening  the  inflaeiMse 
of  those,  whom  he  regarded  as  his  opponents.  Further  particnlan,  re* 
lating  to  this  subject,  may  be  seen  in  the  ATorik  Amtriean  Rmum  (br 
April,  1830,  Vol.  XXX,  pp.  457  —  511. 
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iBMitioiis  hid  beeo  given  of  such  an  mtentxm.  The 
King's  6nn  answer^  as  it  is  called,  to  our  petitions  and 
vemoQstnmces,  has  probably  been  judged  sufficient  for 
the  present  I  Ibrwirded  that  answer  to  you  by  the 
kst  peckeC,  and  sent  a  copy  of  it  by  a  Boston  sh^ 
the  beginnmg  of  bst  month.  Therein  we  are  told, 
thel  ^  his  Majesty  has  weU  weighed  the  Bubjed  maUefi 
md  the  expressions,  contained  m  those  petitions ;  and 
that,  as  he  will  ever  attend  to  the  humbU  petitions  of 
hit  sabjects,  and  be  forward  to  redress  every  real 
pievaoce,  so  he  is  deternuned  to  suppcxt  Ms  eon$tUm^ 
Htm^  and  resist  with  firmness  every  attempt  to  dero- 
gftm  kom  the  authority  of  the  iupreme  le^datwr$^^ 

By  this  it  seems  that  some  exception  is  taken  to 
fkm  €Xffrt99km9  of  the  petitions,  as  not  sufficiendy  hum* 
\k^  tlttt  the  grievances  complained  of  are  not  thought 
tmi  grievances,  that  Parliament  b  deemed  the  suprraie 
legiriatnre,  and  its  authority  over  the  colonies  suppoeed 
to  he  the  emiMtUMhtm.  Indeed,  the  bst  idea  is  ex« 
pfisiiii  more  fully  in  the  next  paragraph,  where  the 
wwds  of  the  act  are  used,  decbring  the  right  of  the 
cmwB,  with  the  advice  of  Parliaroent,  to  make  lawa 
of  mffieient  farce  and  validity  to  bind  its  subjects  in 
AflMrica  in  aU  caeee  tehatwoever. 

When  one  considom  the  King's  situation,  sunounded 
bjr  ministers,  counselkvs,  and  judges,  learned  in  the 
htw«  who  are  all  of  this  opinion,  and  reflects  how  ne« 
it  is  for  him  to  be  well  with  hb  Partiament, 
whose  yearly  grants  his  fleets  and  armiA  are  to 
be  supported,  and  the  deficiencies  of  his  civil  list  sup* 
pfad.  It  is  not  to  he  wondered  at,  that  he  should  be 
fm  in  an  opinion  established,  as  &r  as  an  act  of  Par- 
hi  Pint  coukl  establish  it,  by  even  the  friends  of  Amer* 
iee  at  the  time  they  repealed  the  Stamp  Act ;  and 
epUch  is  so  generally  diougbl  right  by  hb  Lords  and 

VOL.  TiiL  r 


02  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [J^.A 

Commons,  that  any  act  of  his,  countenancing  the  con* 
traiy,  would  hazard  his  embrdling  hunself  with  those 
powerful  bodies.  And  from  hence  it  seems  hardly  to 
be  expected  from  him,  that  he  should  take  any  step 
of  that  kind.  The  grievous  instructions,  indeed,  m^[bt 
be  withdrawn  without  their  observing  it,  if  his  Majesty 
thought  fit  so  to  do ;  but,  under  the  present  prejudices 
of  an  about  him,  it  seems  that  this  is  not  yet  hkxif 
to  be  advised. 

The  question  then  arbes.  How  are  we  to  obtam  ie» 
dress?  If  we  look  back  into  the  Parfiamentary  history 
of  this  country,  we  shall  find,  that,  in  similar  situations 
of  the  subjects  here,  redress  would  seldom  be  obtain- 
dd  but  by  withholding  aids  when  the  sovereign  was 
in  distress,  till  the  grievances  were  removed.  Hence 
the  rooted  custom  of  the  Commons  to  keq)  money 
bills  in  their  own  disposition,  not  suffering  even  the 
Lords  to  meddle  in  grants,  either  as  to  quantity,  man- 
ner of  raising,  or  even  in  the  smallest  circumstance. 
This  country  pretends  to  be  collectively  our  sovereign. 
It  is  now  deeply  in  debt  Its  funds  are  far  shcxt  of 
recovering  their  par  since  the  last  war ;  another  woidd 
distress  it  still  more.  Its  people  diminish,  as  weD  as 
its  credit  Men  will  be  wanted,  as  well  as  money. 
The  colonies  are  rapidly  increasing  in  wealth  and  num- 
bers. In  the  last  war  they  maintamed  an  army  of 
twenty-five  thousand.  A  country,  able  to  do  that,  is 
no  contemptible  ally.  In  another  war  they  may  per* 
haps  do"  twice  as  much  with  equal  ease.  Whenever 
a  war  happens,  our  aid  will  be  wished  for,  our  fiiond- 
ship  desired  and  cultivated,  our  good  will  courtod. 
Then  is  the  time  to  say,  **  Redress  our  grievances. 
You  take  money  fit)m  us  by  force,  and  now  you  adc 
it  of  voluntary  grant  You  cannot  have  it  both  ways.^ 
If  you  choose  to  have  it  without  our  consent,  you  most 
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90  OB  lakiDg  k  thai  way,  and  be  oontait  with  wluit 
ittle  you  can  ao  obtain.  If  you  would  have  our  free 
gilb»  denst  fixxn  your  compukiive  methodai  and  ac- 
knowledge our  rights,  and  secure  our  future  enjoy- 
aest  of  them.''  Our  claims  will  then  be  attended  to^ 
ad  ow  compfadnts  regarded* 

By  what  I  percmed  not  kmg  sinoct  when  a  war 
WM  apprehend^  with  Spain,  the  different  oountenanoe 
pQl  on  by  some  great  men  here  towards  those  who 
wwe  thought  to  have  a  little  influence  in  Americap 
sad  the  hmguage  that  began  to  be  held  with  regard 
to  the  then  minister  for  the  colonies,  I  am  confident, 
ihnt,  if  that  war  had  taken  place,  he  would  have  been 
JMDediately  dismissed,  all  his  measures  reversed,  and 
step  taken  to  recover  our  affection  and  procure 
MJitanrp.  Thence  I  think  it  fair  to  conclude,  that 
eflbcts  will  probably  be  produced  by 


But,  as  the  strength  of  an  empire  depends  not  only 
I  the  vntan  of  its  parts,  but  on  their  readmeu  (at 
eiLertioo  of  their  common  force ;  and  as  the  dis- 
of  rights  may  seem  unseasonable  in  the  com- 
It  of  actual  war,  and  the  delay  it  might  oo» 
be  prejudicial  to  the  common  weUare;  as  like- 
the  rpfuttl  of  one  or  a  few  cokmies  would  not  be 
so  much  regarded,  if  the  others  granted  liberally,  wluch 
perhaps  by  various  artifices  and  motives  they  might 
be  prevailed  on  to  do;  and  as  this  want  of  conceit 
would  defeat  (he  expectation  of  general  redress,  thai 
otherwise  might  be  justly  farmed;  perhaps  it  would 
be  best  and  fairest  for  the  cokmies,  in  a  general  con- 
gress now  in  peace  to  be  assembled,  or  by  means 
sf  the  correspondence  lately  proposed,  after  a  full  and 
sdemn  asoertioo  and  declaration  of  their  rights,  to  en- 
fige  finnly  with  each  other,  thai  they  wil  never  grml 
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aids  to  the  crown  in  any  general  war,  till  those  righto 
are  recognised  by  the  King  and  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament ;  communicating  at  the  same  time  to  the  crown 
this  their  resolution.  Such  a  step  I  imagine  will  bring 
the  dispute  to  a  crisis ;  and,  whether  our  demands  are 
immediately  complied  with,  or  compulsory  measures 
thought  of  to  make  us  rescind  them,  our  ends  will 
finally  be  obtained ;  for  even  the  odium  accompanying 
such  compulsory  attempts  will  contribute  to  unite  and 
strengthen  us,  and  in  the  mean  time  all  the  worid  wiB 
allow,  that  our  proceeding  has  been  honorable. 

No  one  doubts  the  advantage  of  a  strict  union  be* 
tween  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies,  if  it  maf 
be  obtained  and  preserved  on  equitable  terms.  In 
every  fair  connexicm,  each  party  should  find  its  own 
mta*est  Britam  will  find  hers  in  our  joining  with  Im 
in  ev^y  war  she  makes,  to  the  greater  annoyance  and 
terror  of  her  enemies ;  in  our  employment  of  best  mami* 
£atctures,  and  enriching  her  merchants  by  our  commerce; 
and  her  government  will  feel  some  additional  strength* 
enmg  of  its  hands  by  the  disposition  of  our  profitabb 
posts  and  places.  On  our  side,  we  have  to  expect 
the  protection  she  can  afford  us,  and  the  advantage 
of  a  common  umpire  in  our  disputes,  thereby  preventp 
ing  wars  we  might  otherwise  have  with  each  other; 
so  that  we  can  without  interruption  go  on  with  our 
improvements,  and  increase  our  numbers.  We  ask  no 
more  of  her,  and  she  should  not  think  of  forcmg  more 
fix)m  us. 

By  the  exercise  of  prudent  moderation  qu  her  partt 
mixed  with  a  little  kindness;  and  by  a  decent  beha* 
viour  on  ours,  excusing  where  we  can  excuse  fit>m  i^ 
consideration  of  circumstances,  and  bearing  a  little  with 
the  infirmities  of  her  government,  as  we  would  with 
those  of  an  aged  parent,  though  firmly  asserting  qxb; 
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fiifc^es,  and  declaring  that  we  mean  at  a  pitipar 
liaw  to  vnidicate  them,  this  advantageous  union  may 
il9  be  long  continued.  We  wish  it,  and  we  may 
endeavour  it ;  but  God  will  order  it  as  to  his  wisdom 
rinl  seem  most  suitable.  The  friends  of  Uberty  here 
wUb  we  may  long  preserve  it  on  our  side  of  the  water, 
dMt  th^  may  find  it  there,  if  adverse  events  should 
dcadoy  it  here.  They  are  therefore  anxious  and  afraid, 
ksC  we  should  hazard  it  by  premature  attempts  in 
Mb  fiivor.  They  think  we  may  risk  much  by  violent 
and  that  the  risk  is  unnecessary,  since  a 
must  mfiiJlibly  bring  us  all  we  demand  or 
and  bring  it  to  us  m  peace  and  safety.  I  do 
not  preaume  to  advise.  There  are  many  wiser  men 
you,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  directed  by  a  stil 
wisdom. 
With  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  people  in  general 
BTO,  concerning  America,  I  must  say,  that  we  have 
them  many  friends  and  wdlwiahers.  The  Dis* 
are  all  for  us,  and  many  of  the  merchants  and 
There  seems  to  be,  even  among  the 
gentlemen,  a  general  sense  of  our  growing 
a  disapprobation  of  the  harsh  measures 
which  we  have  been  treated,  and  a  wish  that 
mmm  means  may  be  found  of  perfect  reconciliation. 
A  few  members  of  Parliament  m  both  Houses,  and 
some  in  high  office,  have  in  a  degree  the  same 
but  none  of  these  ^eem  willing  as  yet  to  be  ac- 
tive m  our  bvor,  lest  adversaries  shouM  take  advantage, 
and  charge  it  upon  them  as  a  betraying  the  interests 
ef  thb  nation.  In  this  state  of  things,  no  endeavour 
af  mine,  or  our  other  fiiends  here,  "*  to  obtain  a  repeal 
af  the  acts  so  oppressive  to  the  cokmists,  or  the  orders 
af  the  crown  so  destructive  of  the  charter  rights  of 
•■r  province  in  partknilar,  can  txpod  a  sudden  suty 
roL  Tin.  9  #• 
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cess/'  By  degrees,  and  a  judicious  improvement  of 
events,  we  may  work  a  change  in  minds  and  meas- 
ures ;  but  otherwise  such  great  alterations  are  hardly  te 
be  looked  for. 

I  am  thankful  to  the  House  (or  their  kind  atten* 
tion,  in*  repeating  their  grant  to  me  of  six  hundred 
pounds.  Whether  the  mstruction  restraining  the  gar- 
emor's  assent  is  withdrawn  or  not,  or  is  likely  to  be^ 
I  cannot  tell,  having  never  solicited  or  even  once  men- 
tioned it  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  bemg  resolved  to  owe 
no  obligation  to  the  favor  of  any  minister.  If,  from  a 
sense  of  right,  that  instruction  should  be  recalled,  and 
the  general  principle  on  which  it  was  founded  is  given 
up,  all  will  be  very  well ;  but  you  can  never  thbk  it 
worth  while  to  employ  an  agent  here,  if  his  being 
paid  or  not  is  to  depend  on  the  breath  of  a  ministo; 
and  I  should  thmk  it  a  situation  too  suspicious,  and 
therefore  too  dishonorable  for  me  to  remain  in  a  single 
hour.  Living  frugally,  I  am  under  no  immediate  ne* 
cessity;  and,  if  I  serve  my  constituents  faithfully,  thoagh 
it  should  be  unsuccessfully,  I  am  confident  they  wS 
always  have  it  in  their  inclination,  and  some  time  or 
other  in  their  power,  to  make  their  grants  effectual 

A  gentleman  of  our  province.  Captain  Calef,  is  cMae 
hither  as  an  agent  for  some  df  the  eastern  town^ips^ 
to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  their  lands.  Sir  Frauds 
Bernard  seems  inclmed  to  make  use  of  this  person's 
application  for  promoting  a  separation  df  that  country 
from  your  province,  and  making  it  a  distinct  govern- 
ment ;  to  which  purpose  he  prepared  a  draft  of  a  me- 
morial for  Calef  to  present,  setting  forth  not  only  the 
hardship  of  being  without  security  in  the  property  of 
their  fanprovements,  but  also  of  the  distress  of  the  peo- 
ple there  for  want  of  government;  that  they  were  at 
too  great  a  distance  from  that  of  the  government  k 
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die  Massachusetts  to  be  capable  of  receiring  the  bene- 
fits of  government  6rom  thence,  and  expressing  their 
wffingness  to  be  separated  and  formed  into  a  new 
pfOTince,  8lc 

Wkh  this  draft  Sir  Francis  and  Bfr.  Calef  came  to 
to  ha%*e  my  opinion.  I  read  it,  and  obserred  to 
that^  though  I  wished  the  peofrfe  quieted  m  theff 
poascsaions,  and  would  do  any  thing  I  could  to  assist 
Id  obtainmg  the  assurance  of  their  property,  yet,  as  I 
knew  the  prorince  of  Massachusetts  had  a  right  to 
that  country,  of  which  they  were  justly  tenacious,  I 
ttttst  oppose  that  part  of  the  memorial,  if  it  should 
be  presented.  Sir  Francis  allowed  the  right,  but  pro* 
pcMd  that  a  great  tract  of  land  between  Merrimack 
and  Connecticut  Rirers,  which  had  been  allotted  to 
Mew  Hampshire,  might  be  restored  to  our  province^ 
bf  order  of  the  crown,  as  a  compensation*  This,  lie 
aid,  would  be  of  more  rahie  to  us  than  that  eastern 
eomtry,  as  being  nearer  home,  &c  I  said,  I  would 
■eotioQ  it  in  my  letters,  but  must  in  the  mean  time 
oppose  any  step  taken  in  the  affair,  before  the  sen* 
of  the  General  Court  should  be  known  as  to 
an  exchange,  if  it  were  offered.  Mr.  Calef  him- 
did  not  seem  fond  of  the  draf^  and  I  have  not 
hkn  or  heard  any  thing  farther  of  it  mce;  but 
I  ahal  watch  it. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
Amse,  and  believe  me  with  sbcere  and  great  esteem, 
Sr,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  senrant, 

B.  FftAifKLur. 
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TO    SAMUEL  MATHER.* 


Dissenters^  Petition.  —  Discovery  of  America  by  Eurth 
peans  before  Columbus.  —  Remarks  on  the  Proceed- 
ings against  America. 

London,  7  July,  ITTSL 

Reverend  Sir, 

By  a  line  of  the  4th  past,  I  acknowledged  the  re« 
ceipt  of  your  favor  of  March  18th,  and  sent  you  with 
it  two  pamphlets.  I  now  add  another,  a  spirited  ad* 
dress  to  the  Bishops,  who  opposed  the  Dissenters'  pe- 
tition. It  is  written  by  a  dissenting  minister  at  YorL 
There  is  preserved  at  the  end  of  it  a  little  fugitiye 
jxece  of  mine  on  the  same  occasion. 

I  perused  your  tracts  with  pleasure.  I  see  you  m^ 
herit  all  the  various  learning  of  your  famous  anceston^ 
Cotton  and  Increase  Mather.  The  father,  Increase»  I 
once  heard  preach  at  the  Old  South  Meetmg  for  Afr. 
Pemberton ;  and  I  remember  his  mentioning  the  death 
of  ^  that  wicked  old  persecutor  of  God's  people,  Louis 
the  Fourteenth;"  of  which  news  had  just  been  re« 
ceived;  but  which  proved  premature.  I  was  some 
years  afterwards  at  his  house  at  the  North  End,  on 
some  errand  to  him,  and  remember  him  sitting  in  an 
easy  chair,  apparenUy  very  old  and  feeble.  But  Cot- 
ton I  remember  in  the  vigor  of  his  preaching  and  use- 
fulness. 

You  have  made  the  most  of  your  argument,  to  prove 
that  America  might  be  known  to  the  ancients.  There 
is  another  discovery  of  it  claimed  by  the  Norwegians, 
which  you  have  not  mentioned,  unless  it  be  under  the 
words,  "of  old  viewed  and  observed,"  page  7.    About 

*  A  clergym&n  of  Boston,  and  son  of  the  celebrated  Cotton  Mathei; 
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tweatjr-five  jeara  sbce.  Professor  Kabn,  a  learned 
Swede,  was  with  us  in  Pennsylvania.  He  contendedt 
diat  America  was  discovered  by  their  northern  people^ 
long  before  the  time  of  Cohimbus;  which  I  doubting» 
be  drew  up  and  gave  me  some  time  after  a  note  of 
tboK  discoveries,  which  I  send  you  endoaed.  It  is 
bia  own  handwriting,  and  his  own  English;  rerj  m* 
idBgihli  for  the  time  he  had  been  among  us.  The 
circumstances  give  the  account  a  great  appearance  of 
wtiieatidty.  And  if  one  may  judge  by  the  deacrip- 
tni  of  the  winter,  the  country  they  visited  should  be 
aiMdiward  of  New  England,  supposmg  no  change  siaM 
liiat  time  of  the  climate.  But,  if  it  be  true,  as  Kranta^ 
I  dunk,  and  some  other  historians  tell  U8|  that  old 
Gi^eenland,  once  inhabited  and  populous,  is  now  rea« 
teed  uninhabited  by  ice,  it  should  seem  that  afanoit 
peqietnal  northern  wmter  had  gained  ground  lo  the 
aiMthward ;  and,  if  so,  perhaps  more  northern  countries 
might  andendy  have  had  vines,  than  can  bear  theoi 
in  these  days.^ 

The  remarks  you  have  added,  on  the  late  proceed* 
iigs  against  America,  are  very  just  and  judickius ;  and 
I  eannot  see  any  impropriety  in  your  making  then^ 
dmigh  a  minister  of  the  gospel  This  kingdom  is  a 
good  deal  indebted  for  its  liberties  to  the  pubhc  spirit 
af  its  ancient  clergy,  who  joined  mth  the  barons  in 
tiblaining  Magna  Charta,  and  joined  heartily  in  form* 
hg  the  ciu^»es  of  excommunicaikxi  against  the  infring- 
en  of  it  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  ckum  of  Parlia* 
meat,  of  authority  to  make  laws  bimdmg  on  the  ookh 
mm  m  aU  caseM  ttkatsoever^  includes  an  authority  lo 
change  our  religious  constitiitkm,  and  estabUsh  Popeiy 

*  Fur  Xhe  MTum^ntj  in  proof  of  the  diacorery  of  AmmcA  by  Oftvi* 
fMorv  fron  the  north  of  (Uirope,  tee  WaKATosv't  HiBUry  ^  Ikr  AWH^ 
mm,  pi    'i4 ;  An4  the  S^rik  Ameriemm  RnUw,  for  Jaattvy,  ISaS. 
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or  Mahomedanism,  if  they  please,  in  its  stead ;  but,  as 
you  mtimate,  power  does  not  infer  right;  and,  as  the 
right  is  nothmg,  and  the  power^  by  our  increase,  coa« 
tinually  diminishmg,  the  one  will  soon  be  as  insignifi- 
cant as  the  other.  You  seem  only  to  have  made  a 
small  mistake,  in  supposing  they  modestly  avdded  to 
declare  they  had  a  right,  the  words  of  the  act  beings 
^  that  they  have  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  full  powcTt 

Your  suspicion  that  sundry  others,  besides  Goveroar 
Bernard,  **  had  written  hither  their  opinions  and  coun- 
sels, encouraging  the  late  measiu^s  to  the  prejudiee. 
of  our  countr}',  which  have  been  too  much  heeded 
and  followed,"  is,  I  apprehend,  but  too  well  founded* 
You  call  them  ^traitorous  mdividuals,"  whence  I  ocil* 
lect,  that  you  suppose  them  of  our  own  country.  Thei6 
was  among  the  twelve  Aposdes  one  traitor,  who  be- 
trayed with  a  kiss.  It  should  be  no  wondar,  there* 
fore,  if  among  so  many  thousand  true  patriots,  as  New 
England  contams,  there  should  be  found  even  twelve 
Judases  ready  to  betray  their  country  for  a  few  paitiy 
jMeces  of  silver.  Their  endsj  as  well  as  their  views^ 
ought  to  be  similar.  But  all  the  oppressions  evidently 
wcH-k  for  our  good.  Providence  seems  by  every  meaM 
intent  on  making  us  a  great  people.  May  our  virtuep 
public  and  private  grow  with  us,  and  be  durable,  thut 
liberty,  civil  and  religious,  may  be  secured  to  our  po»- 
t^ty,  and  to  all  from  every  part  of  the  Old  Worid 
that  take  refuge  among  us. 

With  great  esteem,  and  my  best  wishes  for  a  long 
continuance  of  your  usefulness,  I  am.  Reverend  Sitt 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  Frakkuit. 
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TO   •AMUKL  COOPKB. 

of  the  People  of  Massachueetts  in  the  Sen- 
Hmemti  of  Ubartif.  —  HutekinmnCs  Lettere. 

Loodoo,  7  Jttlj,  177SL 

Dbab  Sim, 
I  reoetred  jour  Terj  Takiftble  bvors  of  Mardi  iMi 
ad  April  23d.    It  mfoices  me  to  find  your  heahh 
to  fcr  restored,  that  your  friends  cmn  agam  be  beM- 
llid  by  your  coirespondence. 

The  goremor  was  certainly  out  in  his  poiitics»  if  he 
hoped  to  recommend  himself  therci  by  entering  npon 
dM  di^Mite  with  the  Assembly.  His  imprudence  in 
it  at  all  upon  the  fqpit,  and  his  bad  manage- 
t  of  it,  are  ahnost  equally  censured.  The  Coundl 
Assembly  on  the  other  hand  have,  by  the  cod* 
and  force  of  their  answers,  gained  great 


The  unanfanity  of  our  towM,  m  their  sentiments  of 
Bwrty,  gires  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  shows  the  gen- 
eraly  enlightened  state  of  our  people*s  minds,  and  the 
Usehood  of  the  opinion,  much  cultivated  h&e  by  the 
partisans  of  arbitrary  power  in  America,  that  only  a 
SBal  bctioo  among  us  were  discontented  with  Ae 
hie  measures.  If  that  unanimity  can  be  discovered  in 
ai  the  colonies,  it  wifl  give  much  greater  weight  to 
oar  future  remonstrances.  I  heartily  wish,  with  you, 
that  some  Ime  could  be  drawn,  some  bill  of  rights 
ettabhshed  for  America,  that  might  secure  peace  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  so  necessary  for  the  pros- 
parity  of  both.  But  I  think  little  attention  is  Eke  to 
be  allhrded  by  our  ministers  to  that  salutary  work, 
t3  the  breach  becomes  greater  and  more  ahrming, 
and  then  the  difficulty  of  repairing  it  wiD  be  greater 
in  a  tenfold  proportion. 
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You  mention  the  surprise  of  gentlemen,  to  whom 
those  letters  have  been  communicated,*  at  the  restric- 
tions with  which  they  were  accompanied,  and  Whidk 
they  suppose  render  them  incapable  of  answeiiag  any 
important  end.  One  great  reason  of  forbidding  their 
publication  was  an  apprehension,  that  it  might  put  all 
the  possessors  of  such  correspondence  here  upon  their 
guard,  and  so  prevent  the  obtaining  more  of  it  And 
it  was  imagined,  that  showing  the  originals  to  so  manjr 
as  were  named,  and  to  a  few  such  others  as  Atgr 
might  think  fit,  would  be  sufficient  to  establish  their 
authenticity,  and  to  spread  through  the  province  m 
just  an  estimation  of  the  writers,  as  to  strip  them  of 
all  their  deluded  friends,  and  demolish  eflfectuaHy  tfaeir 
interest  and  mfluence.  The  letters  might  be  uhomm 
even  to  some  of  the  govemcH^s  and  lieuteottit*goiN 
em(H^s  partbans,  and  spoken  of  to  everybody;  lor 
there  was  no  restraint  proposed  to  talking  of  thei^i 
but  only  to  copying.  However,  the  terms  given  with 
them  could  only  be  those  with  which  they  were  r6*i 
caved.  "-: 

The  great  defect  here  is,  in  all  sorts  of  peopte,  t 
want  of  attention  to  what  passes  in  such  remote  comt** 
tries  as  America;  an  unwillingness  to  read  any  things 
about  them  if  it  appears  a  little  lengthy,  and  a  dispo* 
sition  to  postpone  the  consideration  even  of  the  things 
they  know  they  must  at  last  consider,  thkt  so  they 
may  have  time  for  what  more  immediately  concerns 
them,  and  withal  enjoy  their  amusements,  and  be  un- 
disturbed in  the  imiversal  dissipation.  In  other  respect^ 
though  some  of  the  great  regard  us  with  a  jeakms 
eye,  and  some  are  angry  with  us,  the  majority  of  the 
nation  rather  wish  us  well,  and  have  no  desire  to  in-t 

*  Governor  Hutchinson's  Letteis. 
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ftiife  our  liberties.  And  many  console  tbemselTes  un- 
der die  apprehension  of  declining  liberty  here,  that  they 
or  their  posterity  shall  be  able  to  find  her  safe  and 
npvoQt  m  America.  With  smoere  and  great  esteemt 
I  tBt  &^  B.  Faakkldt. 


TO  SAMUXL  nuiTKUjr. 

LimAo%  7  Inljrt  I773L 

Dbas  Cousnr, 
I  recehred  your  kmd  letter  of  Norember  6di,  and 
glad  to  hear  of  the  welbre  of  yoursdf  and  haSty^ 
wWdi  I  hope  continues.  SaDy  FVuikfin  is  lately  mar- 
liid  lo  Mr.  iames  Pierce,  a  substantial  young  Ammt 
at  EKpcI,  about  thirteen  miles  fixHU  London,  a  very 
•ober,  industrious  man ;  and  I  think  it  is  likely  to  profe 
a  good  match,  as  she  is  likewise  an  industrious^  good 

I  woukl  not  hare  you  be  discouraged  at  Ae  fittfe 
duhess  of  business,  which  b  only  occasional  A  ck»e 
altenfion  to  your  shop,  and  application  to  bunieas^ 
w9  always  secure  more  than  an  equal  share,  because 
efwy  competitor  will,  not  have  those  qualities.  Some 
sf  them,  therefore,  must  give  way  to  you;  and  the 
cmstiiit  growth  of  the  country  will  increase  the  trade 
of  al,  that  steadily  stand  ready  for  it  I  send  you  a 
Enle  piece  of  mine,  which  more  particulariy  exphuM 
sentiments. 
My  lore  to  your  good  wife  and  daughters,  and  be- 
m  tret  your  aflectionate  cousin, 

B.  Feavkuv. 
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TO    WILLIAM   FRAirKLHr. 

Meeting  with  Lord  JVbrth  at  Lord  Le  Despmcm^U'^ 
Lord  Dartmouth. — Jnecdote  of  Lord  ERUsbarong^ 

London,  14  July,  17731 

Dear  Son, 
I  am  glad  to  find  by  yours  of  May  4th,  that  yoa 
have  been  able  to  assist  Josiah  Davenport  a  little ;  but 
vexed  that  he  and  you  should  think  of  putting  me 
upon  a  solicitation,  which  it  is  impossft>le  for  me  to 
engage  in.  I  am  not  upon  terms  with  Lord  Noi^ 
to  ask  any  such  favor  from  him.  Displeased  iqtfl 
MHBethmg  he  said  relating  to  America,  I  b«ve  aefar 
been  at  his  levees,  since  the  first  Perhaps  ha  \m 
taken  that  amiss.  For  the  last  week  we  inet  qqt 
casionally  at  Lord  Le  Despencer's,  in  our  return  fiwi 
Oxford,  where  I  had  been  to  attend  the  sdemnity  qf 
his  installation,  and  he  seemed  studiously  to  avgjd 
qpeaking  to  me.  I  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  say,  tlnl 
on  such  occasions  I  feel  myself  to  be  as  prpu4  M 
anybody.  His  lady  indeed  was  more  gracMiufli.  S|b«t 
came,  and  sat  down  by  me  on  the  same  sofa,  wA 
condescended  to  enter  mto  a  conversation  with  mo 
agreeably  enough,  as  if  to  make  some  amends.  Tbfm 
aon  and  daughter  were  with  them.  They  stayed  a)l 
night,  so  that  we  dined,  supped,  and  breakfiatsted  kh 
gether,  without  exchanging  three  sentences.  But,  hwl 
he  ever  so  great  a  regard  for  me,  I  could  not  ask  that 
office,  trifling  as  it  is,  for  any  relatk>n  of  mine.  And,  4t* 
testing  as  I  do  the  whole  system  of  American  customs, 
believing  they  will  one  day  bring  on  a  breach,  through 
the  mdiscretion  and  insolence  of  those  concerned  in 
the  collection,  I  should  never  wish  to  see  one  so  near 
to  me  in  that  business.    If  you  think  him  ^apabfe  of 
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acting  as  defwty  secretarj,  I  imagine  you  might  eaeHf 
obtain  tkat  far  Inm  of  Mr.  M  oigan. 

He  has  lately  been  with  me,  is  always  very  com- 
It,  and,  understanding  I  was  about  returning  to 
requested  my  mterest  to  obtain  far  him  the 
/mt  ymnr  province.  His  friend,  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  who  was  formerly  candidate  for  the  same  greet 
fhee^  k  now  high  sheriff  of  London,  and  m  the  way 
of  being  Lord  Mayor.  The  new  sheriffs  elect  are 
(oonid  jrou  think  it  ?)  both  Americans,  riz.  Mr.  Sajrre^ 
die  New  Yorker,  and  Mr.  WilBam  Lee,  brother  to  Dr. 
Lee.  I  am  glad  you  stand  so  well  with  Lord  Dart- 
mouth. I  am  likewise  well  with  him,  but  he  never 
Spoke  lo  me  of  augmenting  jrour  sahry.  He  is  truly  a 
good  man,  and  wishes  sbcerely  a  good  understanding 
wkh  Ae  cokmies,  but  does  not  seem  to  hate  strengA 
to  hb  widies.  Between  jrou  and  me,  the  late 
have  been,  I  suspect,  very  much  the  King^ 
own,  and  he  has  m  some  cases  a  great  share  of  what 
his  Mends  caD  jfrmnets.  Yet,  by  some  painstaknig 
md  proper  management,  the  wrong  impressions  be 
has  received  may  be  removed,  whkrh  is  parhaps  the 
Miy  chance  America  has  for  obtaining  eoan  the  re- 
4nm  she  aims  at    This  entirely  to  yourselt 

And,  now  we  are  among  great  folk.\  let  me  tell  yon 
a  Ittle  of  Lord  HHIsborough.  I  went  down  to  Oxford 
with  and  at  the  instance  of  Lord  Le  Despencer,  who 
■I  on  aD  occasions  very  good  to  me,  and  seems  of 
kle  very  desirous  of  my  company.  Mr.  Todd  too  was 
Aere,  who  has  some  attachment  to  Lord  Hillsborough, 
sad,  m  a  walk  we  were  taking,  tokl  me,  as  a  secret, 
fkat  Lord  HBlsborough  was  much  chagrined  at  being 
out  of  place,  and  could  never  forgive  roe  for  writing 
ftat  pamphlet  against  his  Report  about  the  Ohkx  ^I 
ban,**  says  Mr.  Todd,  ""that  I  knew  yoo  dkl 
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not  write  it ;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  he  thinks  I 
know  the  contrary,  and  wanted  to  impose  upon  him 
in  your  favor;  and  so  I  find  he  b  now  displeased 
with  me,  and  for  no  other  cause  in  the  world.''  Ifis 
fiiend  Bamber  Gascoign,  too,  says,  that  they  well  bum 
it  was  written  by  Dr.  FrankUn,  who  was  one  of  die 
most  mischievous  men  in  England. 

That  same  day  Lord  HiUsborough  called  upon  Loid 
Le  Despencer,  whose  chamber  and  mine  were  together 
m  Queen's  College.  I  was  m  the  inner  room  shift- 
mg,  and  heard  his  voice,  but  did  not  see  him,  as  he 
went  down  stairs  immediately  with  Lord  Le  Despai* 
cer,  who  mentionmg  that  I  was  above,  he  returned 
directly  and  came  to  me  in  the  pleasantest  manner 
imagmable.  ^^Dr.  Franklin,"  said  he,  ^^I  did  not  know 
till  this  minute  that  you  were  here,  and  I  am  come 
back  to  make  you  my  bow.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  at 
Oxford,  and  that  you  look  so  well,"  &c.  In  return  fior 
this  extravagance,  I  complimented  him  on  his  son's 
performance  in  tlie  theatre,  though  mdeed  it  was  but 
indifferent,  so  that  account  was  settled.  For  as  peo- 
jie  say,  when  they  are  angry.  If  he  strikes  me,  /'fl 
strike  him  again;  I  think  sometimes  it  may  be  right 
to  say.  If  he  flatters  me,  I  'II  flatter  him  again.  This 
is  Ux  talionisj  returning  offences  m  kind.  His  son, 
however,  (Lord  Fairford,)  is  a  valuable  young  maiit 
and  his  daughters.  Ladies  Mary  and  Chariotte,  moil 
amiable  young  women.  My  quarrel  is  only  with  hiniy 
who,  of  all  the  men  I  ever  met  with,  is  surely  the  most 
unequal  m  his  treatment  of  people,  the  most  insmcera^ 
and  the  most  wrongheaded;  witness,  besides  his  va« 
nous  behaviour  to  me,  his  duplicity  m  encouragmg  us 
to  ask  for  more  land,  ask  for  enotigh  to  make  a  prov* 
mce  (when  we  at  first  asked  only  for  two  miUicms  five 
hundred  thousand  acres),  were  his  words,  pretending 
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to  bdnemi  our  appiicatioQ,  then  doing  ererj  thing  to 
Meal  it ;  tnd  reconciling  the  first  to  the  last,  by  «iy- 
iig  to  a  frnid,  that  he  meant  to  defeat  it  fixmi  the 
beginning;  and  that  his  putting  us  upon  asking  ao 
■nch  was  with  that  rery  view,  supposing  it  too  much 
to  be  granted.  Thus,  by  the  way,  his  mortification 
becomes  double.  He  has  serred  us  by  the  rery  meana 
he  awant  to  destroy  ua,  and  tripped  up  his  own  beeb 
■to  ibe  baigain.    Your  affectionate  fiuher, 

^      B.  FnAVKLnr. 


TO   SAMUEL   DAHFOBTH. 

Loadoo,  95  J0I7,  ITTSL 

Dbae  Sim, 
B  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  recore  so  cbeeifii 
an  epistle  finom  a  fiiend  of  half  a  century's  standing, 
and  to  aee  him  commendng  life  anew  in  so  ?aluable 
a  son.  I  hope  the  young  gentleman's  patent  will  be 
•i  bene6dal  to  him,  as  his  invention  must  be  to  the 


I  see  by  the  papers,  that  you  continue  to  aflfard 
§Mt  public  your  services,  which  makes  me  afanoat 
aabamed  of  my  resolutions  for  retirement  But  tlya 
eile,  though  an  honorable  one,  is  become  grievous  to 
ato,  m  so  long  a  separation  from  my  famQy,  fiiends^ 
and  counlT)';  all  which  you  happily  enjoy;  and  long 
may  ytm  continue  to  enjoy  them.  I  hope  for  the 
great  pleasure  of  once  more  seeing  and  conversing 
wkh  you;  and,  though  living  on  in  one*s  children,  aa 
we  both  may  do,  is  a  good  thing,  I  cannot  but  fan* 
tf  k  might  be  better  to  continue  living  ourselves  at 
fbe  same  time.  I  rejoice,  therefore,  in  your  kind  in- 
tontionf  of  including  me  m  the  benefits  of  that  inea-^ 
itonUe  sione^  wbkb,  curing  all  diseaaea  (even  oU  a||a 
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itself),  will  enable  us  to  see  the  future  gl(»ious  state 
of  our  America,  enjoying  in  full  security  her  own  ISh 
ertiesy  and  offering  m  her  bosom  a  partidpation  oC 
them  to  all  the  oppressed  of  other  nations.  I  antici- 
pate the  jolly  conversation  we  and  twenty  more  of 
our  friends  may  have  a  hundred  years  hence  on  this 
subject,  over  that  well  replenished  bowl  at  Cambridge 
Commencement  I  am,  dear  Sir,  for  an  age  to  corner 
and  for  ever,  with  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B.  FRANKUir, 


TO   JOHN   WINTHRQP. 

Prudence  and  Moderation  recommended  in  the  political 
Movements  of  the  Colonies. 

London,  S5  Jolj,  17781 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  glad  to  see,  that  you  are  elected  mto  the 
Council,  and  are  about  to  take  part  m  our  public  af- 
feirs.  Tom-  abilities,  integrity,  and  sober  attachment 
to  the  Uberties  of  our  country,  will  be  of  great  use 
in  this  tempestuous  time  in  conducting  our  little  baric 
into  safe  harbour.  By  the  Boston  newspapers,  there 
seems  to  be  among  us  some  violent  spirits,  who  V9 
for  an  immediate  rupture.  But  I  trust  tlie  general 
prudence  of  our  country  will  see,  that  by  our  grow- 
ing strength  we  advance  fast  to  a  situation  in  which 
our  claims  must  be  allowed;  that  by  a  premature 
struggle  we  may  be  crippled,  and  kept  down  another 
age;  that,  as  between  friends,  every  affit>nt  is  not 
worth  a  duel,  between  nations  every  mjury  not  worth 
a  war,  so  between  the  governed  and  governing  eveij 
mistake  in  government,  every  encroachment  <hi  ni^t, 
18  not  wcxtfa  a  rebellimL 
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It  b  in  mjr  opinioo  sufficient  fix  the  presoit,  that 
w%  hoU  than  (orth  on  all  occasions,  not  giving  up 
any  of  them,  using  at  the  same  time  every  means  to 
make  them  generally  understood  and  valued  by  the 
people ;  cultivating  a  harmony  among  the  colonies,  that 
fkfik  union  in  the  same  sentiments  may  give  them 
greater  weight ;  remembering  withal,  that  this  ProtM- 
tant  country  (our  mother,  though  btely  an  imkind  one,) 
ii  worth  preserving,  and  that  her  weight  in  the  scale 
of  Europe,  and  her  safety  m  a  great  degree,  may  da- 
peod  on  our  union  with  her.  Thus  conducting,  I 
SM  confident  we  may  in  a  few  years  obtain  eveiy 
alowance  oC  and  every  security  for,  our  inesdmable 
privileges,  that  we  can  wish  or  desire.  With  great 
esteem,  I  am,  Slc 

B.  FmAMmuM. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIHO. 

Printing  of  HutcUnmnCM  Lttten. 

Looaoo,  as  Jalj,  177X 

Sra, 
I  am  lavored  with  yours  of  June  14th  and  16tli^ 
eoiitaining  some  copies  of  the  resolves  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  letters.^  I  see  by  your  account  of 
the  transaction,  that  you  could  not  well  prevent  what 
done.  As  to  the  report  of  other  copies 
from  England,  I  know  that  could  not  be.  It 
an  expedient  to  disengage  the  House.  I  hope  the 
poesession  of  the  originals,  and  the  proceedings  upon 
fbem,  win  be  attended  with  salutar)*  cflfects  to  the 
province,  and  then  I  shall*  be  well  pleased. 


UvtoMami'b  Uu»n.    8m  VoL  IV.  pw^ 
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I  observe  that  you  mention,  that  no  person  beskles 
Dr.  Cooper  and  one  of  the  committee  .knew  they  came 
from  me«  I  did  not  accompany  them  with  any  re* 
quest  of  being  myself  concealed ;  kr^  believing  what  I 
did  to  be  in  the  way  of  my  duty  as  agent,  though  I 
had  no  doubt  of  its  giving  offence,  not  only  to  tke 
parties  exposed,  but  to  administration  here,  I  was  re* 
gardless  of  the  consequences.  However,  since  the  kx- 
ters  themselves  are  now  copied  and  {Hinted,  Contrary  to 
the  promise  I  made,  I  am  glad  my  name  has  not  been 
heard  on  the  occasion ;  and,  as  I  do  not  see  it  could  be 
of  BSky  use  to  the  public,  I  now  wish  it  may  eontmiii 
unknown;  though  I  haixlly  expect  it  As  to  yoon^ 
ycm  may  rely  on  my  never  mentioning  it,  except  Aat  I 
may  be  obliged  to  show  your  letter  in  my  own  lindt* 
cation  to  the  pi»*son  only,  who  might  otherwise  think 
he  had  reason  to  blame  me  for  breach  of  engagement 
It  must  surely  be  seen  here,  that,  after  such  a  detec- 
tion of  their  duplicity,  in  pretending  a  regard  and  af- 
fection to  the  province,  while  they  were  undermining 
its  privileges,  it  is  impossible  for  the  crown  to  make 
any  good  use  of  their  services,  and  that  it  can  never 
be  for  its  interest  to  employ  servants,  who  are  under 
such  universal  odium.  The  consequence,  one  wotdd 
think,  should  be  their  removal  But  peiiiaps  it  may 
be  to  tides,  or  to  pensions,  if  your  revenue  can  pajr 
them.  I  am,  with  great  esteem,  Sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

B.  FRAirKLnr. 
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TO  tAMUSL  OOOPBB. 

Hutchmwn'i  Lttttn. 

MMf,  ma 


DsAm  Silt 

1  wrote  to  jrou  on  the  7th  instut  pretty  fiiDy,  ud 
am  Moe  fitToced  with  yours  of  June  14th.  I  am 
much  .pleased  with  the  proposal  of  the  Yirginia  As- 
•embly,  and  the  respectful  manner  m  which  it  has 
been  receired  by  ours.  I  think  it  likely  to  pitxlttoa 
ytrj  sahitary  effects.^ 

I  am  glad  to  know  your  opinioD,  that  those  letters 
seasonably,  and  may  be  of  puUk:  utility.  I  ac- 
them  with  no  restriction  relatmg  to  myselt 
My  duty  to  the  provmce,  as  their  agent,  I  thought  re- 
forcd  the  communicatkm  of  thcsm,  as  &r  as  I  could. 
I  was  sensible  I  shoukl  make  enemies  there,  and  per- 
kqis  I  might  offend  government  here;  but  those  ap» 
preheuions  I  disregarded.  I  did  not  expect,  that  my 
ssmfing  them  rould  be  kept  a  secret;  but  since  it  is 
SBch  hitherto,  1  now  wish  it  may  continue  so,  because 
dMi  publication  of  the  letters,  contrary  to  my  engage- 
meat,  has  changed  the  circumstances.  If  they  serve 
to  diminish  the  influence  and  demolish  the  power  of 
iIk  parties,  whose  correspondence  has  been,  and  prob 
ably  wottkl  have  continued  to  be,  so  mischievous  to 
iIk  mterest  and  rights  of  the  province,  I  shall  on  that 
Moount  be  more  easy  under  any  inconveniences  I  may 
ssflRer,  either  here  or  there ;  and  shall  bear,  as  well  as 
I  can,  the  imputation  of  not  having  taken  suflSident 
to  insure  the  performance  of  my  promise. 


*  Thm  VirftaM  reaolTM  for  ftppointisf  a  CooMAittM  of  Corriiypa 
rf«d  la    Bosloii  a  alwHt  tioM  be^)rt  Um  umtwMmg  of  te 
mm.    The  SfH  Iwrtatw  alUr  Um  BM»ttiaf  was  to 
of  Vtfftaaa,  %mi  to  tyfoiai  a  CaaaillM  ti  ( 
VOL.  TIIL  II 
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I  think  government  can  hardly  expect  to  draw  any 
futiu^  service  from  such  instruments^  and  one  would 
suppose  they  must  soon  be  dismissed.    We  shall  see. 

I  hope  to  be  favored  with  the  continuance  of  your 
cmrespondence  and  intelligence,  while  I  stay  here;  it 
is  highly  useful  to  me,  and  will  be,  as  it  always  has 
been^  pleasing  everjrwhere.    I  am  evar,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.  FRAirKLur. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIKO. 

Mdteag  of  Massachusetts  for  the  Removal  of  their 
Governor  and  lAeutenant' Governor. 

London,  M  Aogtart,  IttfL 
SlR^ 

I  received  duly  jrour  several  &vors  of  June  SSil^ 
esdi,  and  SOth,  with  the  papers  enclosed^  My  Lord 
Dartmouth  being  at  his  country  seat  m  Staflfordshira^ 
I  traasmitted  to  him  the  address  for  the  removal  of 
the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  and  Mr.  BoDm 
and  I  joindy  transmitted  the  letter  to  his  Lorddup 
§pam  both  Houses.  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Bollan  one  Mt 
cS  the  authenticated  cqpies  of  the  letters,  and  we  sImI 
cooperate  m  the  busbess  we  are  charged  with. 

I  am  told  that  the  governor  has  requested  leave  to 
come  home;  that  some  great  persons  about  the  covrC 
do  not  think  the  letters,  now  they  have  seen  tfaeni^  a 
sufficient  foundation  for  the  resolves;  that  therefore  it 
B  not  likely  he  will  be  removed,  but  suffered  to  ra- 
sign,  and  that  some  provision  will  be  made  for  hiiA 
here.  But  nothing,  I  apprehend,  is  likely  to  be  dona 
soon,  as  most  of  the  great  officers  of  state,  who  com- 
posed the  privy  council,  are  in  the  country,  and  Ilkdy 
to  continue  till  the  Parliament  meets^  and  perhaps  tfaa 
above  may  be  chiefly  conjecture. 
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I  hnt  iiiformed  Mr.  Lee,  Uiat»  in  esse  there  thodd 
be  a  heeriog,  I  was  directed  to  engage  him  as  oooi* 
ael  far  the  profince;  that,  though  I  had  reoeired  m 
msey,  I  would  advance  what  might  be  neceasarjr; 
those  hearings  bjr  counsel  being  expensive.  I  fm^ 
poee  writing  to  you  agam  bjr  die  packet,  and  am 
th(t  greatest  respect,  Sir,  &c. 


P.  &    No  determination  b  yet  public  on  the 
of  Mr.  Lewis  against  Govemor  Wentworth,  whi^  haa 
bean  a  nry  cosdy  hearing  to  both  sides. 


TO  WILUAM  nuifKuir. 


of  lk$  Mw  England  TbimsiUpi. -^  iVa- 
j$d  Uform  a  Unkm  with  InlamL  ^  IhdekmmKfs 


1  BtylMBW,  177SL 

DsAB  Son, 

I  have  now  before  me  yours  of  July  6th  and  6lk 
The  August  packet  is  not  yet  arrived  Dr.  Cooper 
of  New  York's  opinkm  of  the  author  of  the 


«  0«  tfe  Ifl  of  S^ptombr  Im  wrote  Tery  brieflT  to  Mr.  Cmfciif 
m  Ml0ViL  •  In  «]r  iMt  I  farfbnMd  foo,  UMt  Um  ^Mnm  to  tht  Khif « 
mi  Um  kttef  ihMD  tb9  Om^vrnl  Cowt  to  Lord  Outaioiitli,  art  bolk 
lmaMMat4  to  hw  Lofdtbip^  Eaclosed  are  copin  of  hit  Aotweta  lo 
■r.  Bottui  tad  aii]rMlf  Tli*r«  tr«  mim  eiprtMioiM  in  tlit  cIom  of 
ftb  Liiiifcip'i  IMM  to  OM,  tlMt  Im««  a  fbtortMt  appowar^,  tai 
tfMfiiNV  1  tdw  tiMf  ftm  opportiuuljr  of  comnmaicatipf  H." 

la  Um  Wtttr  b«re  aHuaH  to,  datH  Augngt  9Sili,  LoH  DiitwuiHi 
mM;  *I  caapol  b»lp  »yprwinf  to  yoo  the  plettrart  It  firw  ■»  to 
km;  titol  A  ilMofv  iwfWMHiiMi  prtimib  ia  iIm  paopla  «f  titol  pturiaw 
to  W  oa  foo4  tofftoa  viUi  tiM  molWr  coMUy,  aa^  •/  taraaal  Iwpi^  llHI 
Ika  titot  ia  at  BO  fftat  diitaaee,  whoa  awry  fro«a4  of  vaaaaiMai  wfl 
anaa,  aa4  tha  tooat  parfret  trmaqoilQty  aad  iMppiaaai  W  rilofii  to 
of  titol 
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however  hon(x^le  to  me,  is  injurious  to  the  good 
Bbhop ;  and  therefore  I  must  say,  in  justice  and  truth, 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  his  mtention  to  preach  on  the 
subject,  and  saw  not  a  word  of  the  Sermon  tiB  it 
was  printed  Possibly  some  preceding  ccmversatioB 
between  us  may  have  turned  his  thoughts  that  way} 
but,  if  so,  that  is  all 

I  think  the  resolutions  of  the  New  England  town- 
ships must  have  the  effect  they  seem  mtended  fior, 
viz.  to  show  that  the  discontents  were  really  general^ 
and  their  sentiments  concemmg  their  rights  unanimous^ 
and  not  the  faction  of  a  few  demagogues,  as  ther 
governors  used  to  represent  them  here;  and  therefore 
not  useless,  though  they  should  not  as  yet  induce 
government  to  acknowledge  their  claims;  that  people 
may  probably  think  it  sufficient  for  the  present  to  as- 
sert and  hold  forth  their  rights,  secure,  that  sooner 
or  later  they  must  be  admitted  and  acknowledged* 
The  declaratory  law  here  had  too  its  use,  viz.  to  pre* 
vent  or  lessen  at  least  a  clamor  against  the  ministry, 
that  repealed  the  Stamp  Act,  as  if  they  had  given  up 
the  right  of  this  country  to  govern  America.  Other 
use  indeed  it  could  have  none ;  and  I  remember  Lord 
Mansfield  told  the  Lords,  when  upon  that  bDl,  that  k 
was  nugatory.  To  be  sure,  in  a  dispute  between  two 
parties  about  rights,  the  declaration  of  one  par^  can 
never  be  supposed  to  bmd  the  other. 

It  is  said  there  is  now  a  project  on  foot  to  fonn  a 
union  with  Ireland,  and  that  Lord  Harcourt  is  to  pro- 
pose it  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Irish  Pariiament 
The  eastern  side  of  Ireland  are  averse  to  it;  suppos- 
ing, that,  when  Dublm  is  no  longer  the  seat  of  thdr 
government  it  will  decUne,  the  harbour  being  but  in- 
different, and  that  the  western  and  southern  ports  will 
rise  and  flourish  on  its  ruins,  bemg  good  in  themsdves^ 
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aad  aucfa  belter  aitiiated  for  commeroe.  For  Ibete 
MMe  retioiis*  the  western  and  southern  people  aie 
bdbed  to  the  measure,  and  it  is  thought  it  may  be 
CMhed  But^these  are  difficult  affairs,  and  usually 
take  lQi|;er  time  than  the  projectors  imagme,  Mr. 
Gowley,  the  author  of  several  proposals  for  uniting 
the  colonies  with  the  mother  country,  and  who  runs 
about  much  among  the  minbters,  tells  me,  the  union 
of  Ireland  b  only  the  first  step  towards  a  general  unioo. 
He  b  for  baring  it  done  by  the  Parliament  of  Eng* 
hod,  wtthout  consulting  the  colonies,  and  he  will  war- 
nai^  be  nys,  that  if  the  terms  proposed  are  equkable^ 
thqr  wiU  all  come  in  one  aAer  the  other.  He  seems 
fMher  a  little  cracked  upon  the  subject 

it  ii  said  here,  that  the  famous  Boston  letters  ^  were 
sest  clttefly,  if  not  all,  to  the  late  Mr.  Whately.  They 
iel  into  my  hands,  and  I  thought  it  my  duty  lo  gire 
mmm  principal  people  there  a  sight  of  them,  Teiy 
much  with  thb  view,  that,  when  they  saw  the  meaa- 
urea  they  complained  of  took  their  rise  in  a  great  de- 
gree from  the  representations  and  recommendations  of 
tbair  own  countrymen,  their  resentment  against  Britain 
am  account  of  those  measures  might  abate,  as  mine 
bad  done,  and  a  reconciliation  be  more  easily  obtained. 
In  Boston  they  concealed  who  sent  them,  the  better  to 
ooseeal  who  received  and  communicated  them.  And 
perhaps  it  b  as  well,  that  it  should  continue  a  secret 
Being  of  that  country  myself,  I  think  those  letters  more 
heinous  than  you  seem  to  think  them;  but  you  had 
Ml  read  them  all,  nor  perhaps  the  CoandTs  remarks 
om  theoL  1  have  written  to  decline  their  agency,  on 
aoooont  of  my  return  to  America.  Dr.  Lee  succeeds 
me.  I  only  keep  it  while  I  sUy,  which  perhaps  w9 
be  another  winter. 


TOL.  Tm. 
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I  grieve  to  hear  of  the  death  of  my  good  old 
Dr.  Evans.  I  have  lost  so  many,  smce  I  left  Amar* 
kra,  that  I  begin  to  fear  that  I  shall  find  mjsetf  m 
stranger  among  strangers,  when  I  return.  If  so,  I  mot 
come  agsdn  to  my  friends  in  England.  I  a 
yom*  affectionate  fSaither, 

B.  FRANKUir. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIirO. 

Project  to  avoid  repealing  the  Jmeriean  Tea  Dutg. 

London,  19  September,  17781 

Sir, 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  by  the  pacfcet 
Enclosed  is  the  original  letter  therein  mentioned.  Bfo 
Lordship  continues  in  the  country,  but  is  expected. 
Secretary  Pownall  tells  me,  the  beginning  of  next 
month. 

To  avoid  repealing  the  American  tea  duty,  and  yel 
find  a  vent  for  tea,  a  project  is  executing  to  send  it 
from  hence  on  account  of  the  East  India  Company, 
to  be  sold  in  America,  agreeable  to  a  late  act,  empow* 
ering  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  grant  licenses  to  the 
company  to  export  tea  thither,  under  certam  restrio* 
tions,  duty  free.  Some  friends  of  government,  as  they 
are  called,  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  jtc*,  are 
to  be  favored  with  the  commission,  who  imdertake  by 
their  interest  to  carry  the  measure  through  in  the  ool* 
onies.  How  the  other  merchants,  thus  excluded  from 
the  tea  trade,  will  like  this,  I  cannot  foresee.  Their 
agreement,  if  I  remember  right,  was  not  to  import  tea, 
tffl  the  duty  shall  be  repealed.  Perhaps  they  wiD  tlunk 
themselves  still  obliged  by  that  agreement,  notwitk- 
standing  this  temporary  expedient;  which  is  only  to 
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iIm  t6a  far  the  present,  and  may  be  dropped 
fnr«  and  the  duty  again  required,  the  granting 
er  reteing  such  license  from  time  to  tune  remaining 
m  tiie  power  of  the  treasury.  And  it  will  seem  hard, 
wkie  their  hands  are  tied,  to  see  the  profits  of  that 
artide  all  engrossed  by  a  few  particufauv. 

Rndnaed  1  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  smal 
piece  of  mine,  written  to  expose,  in  as  strilung  a  light 
as  I  could,  to  the  nation,  the  absurdity  of  the  meas- 
mnes  towards  America,  and  to  spur  the  ministry  if  pot* 
s8ile  to  a  change  of  those  measures.^  Please  to  pre* 
aest  my  duty  to  the  House,  and  respects  to  the  Oom* 
minee.  I  Imve  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  esteenn 
8r,  &C.  B.  FmAHKUir. 


TO   JOHN   BASKCRYILLK. 

Bah  0/  Printer^  T^pes.  —  Sheet  of  CUnem  Paper. 

Laoaoa,  SI  BeptMiber,  17791 

Dbar  Srn, 
I  duly  received  your  favor,  and  some  time  afto*  the 
packet  containing  the  specimens,  and  your  Taluable 
present  of  Shaftesbur}-,  excellently  printed,  for  whkdi  I 
hoU  myself  greatly  obliged  to  you.  The  specimens  I 
distribute  by  the  first  ship  among  the  printers  of 
and  I  hope  to  your  advantage.  I  suppose 
BO  orders  will  come  unaccompanied  by  bifls,  or  money, 
aDd  I  wouM  not  advise  you  to  give  credit,  especially 
as  I  do  not  think  it  wiD  be  necessary. 
The  sheet  of  Chbese  paper,  from  its  sixe,  b  a  great 
ty.    I  see  the  marks  of  the  moukl  m  it    One 


*  TiMi  fmtm  vm  pcoUbl j  Um  -  RmUm  iy  wkirk  m  Ormi  Empvt  w^ 
If  fiJbrW  to  «  SmmU  Om;**  or  ''Am  Edki  ^  Urn  Mimg  ^  PtmtitL* 
Mm  ViL  IV.  ff.  aS7.  SOS. 


88  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [Mr.m. 


side  is  smooth;  that,  I  imagine,  is  the  side  that 
Applied  to  the  smooth  side  of  the  kih  on  which  it 
was  dried.  The  little  ridges  on  the  other  side  I  take 
to  be  marks  of  a  brush  passed  over  it  to  press  it 
against  that  face,  in  places  where  it  might  be  kept  off 
by  air  between,  which  would  otherwise  prevent  its  le* 
oeiving  the  smoothness.  But  we  will  talk  further  of 
this,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you.* 

You  speak  of  enlarging  your  foundery.  Here  aie 
all  the  matrices  of  Rumford's  and  James's  founderies 
to  be  sold.  There  seems  to  be  among  them  soma 
tolerable  Hebrews  and  Greeks,  and  some  good  bladuk 
I  suppose  you  know  them.  Shall  I  buy  any  of  them 
for  youl  I  thank  you  for  your  kmd  invitation.  Per- 
haps I  may  embrace  it  for  a  few  days.  My  best 
respects  to  good  Mrs.  Baskerville,  and  believe  me  ever, 
with  great  esteem,  &c. 

B.  Frakklot. 


TO    WILUAM   FRAXKLIN. 

Right  of  the  British  Parliament  to  make  Laws  binding 
the  Colonies^  denied.  —  Lord  Mansfield! s  Opinion  of 
the  pretended  Prussian  Edict.  —  The  Reading  of  if 
at  Lord  Le  Despencefs  by  Paid  Whitehead. 

Loodon,  6  October,  177S. 

Dear  Son, 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  1st  of  last  month,  since  wluch 

I  have  received  yours  of  July  29th,  bom  New  Toriu 

I  know  not  what  letters  of  mine  Governor  Hutchinson 

could  mean,  as"  advising  the  people  to  insist  on  their 

*  See  %  description  of  the  mode  of  making  Chinese  pa|>er,  VoL  VL 
p.  877. 
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ivkpaadncy.  But,  whatever  tbey  were,  I  mppoee 
he  hmB  sent  copies  of  them  hither,  hmving  heard  sane 
whiiptringi  about  them.^  I  shall,  howerer,  be  able  al 
9mj  tone  to  justify  every  thing  I  have  wiitten;  the 
pwqiart  beieg  unifoniily  this,  that  they  should  care* 
Utf  wnid  aU  tumults  and  every  violent  measwe,  and 
eootaal  themselves  with  verbally  keeping  up  their 
daims,  and  holding  forth  their  rights  whenever  ooca* 
sin  retiQires;  secure,  that,  finom  the  growing  impor- 
Canoe  of  Ametica,  those  claims  will  ere  long  be  attend* 
ed  k^  and  acknowledged. 

fVom  a  kmg  and  thorough  conskleratkm  of  the  sub* 
faetv  I  am  indeed  of  opinion,  that  the  Parliament  has 
a0  fight  to  make  any  law  whatever,  binding  on  the 
( ;  that  the  King,  and  not  the  King,  Lords,  and 
collectively,  is  their  sovereign ;  and  that  the 
King,  with  their  respective  Parliaments,  b  their  only 
i\  I  know  your  sentiments  differ  from  mine 
subjects.  You  are  a  thorough  government 
whith  I  do  not  wonder  at,  nor  do  I  aim  at  con* 
you.  I  only  wish  you  to  act  uprighdy  and 
f,  avoiding  that  dupbdty,  which,  in  Hutchinson^ 
adds  contempt  to  indignation.  If  you  can  promote 
the  prosperity  of  youi  peopie,«and  leave  them  happier 
dmn  you  found  them,  whatever  your  political  prindples 
are,  your  memory  will  be  honored. 

1  have  written  two  pieces  here  brdy  for  the  PvbHe 
JUvertuer^  on  American  affairs,  designed  to  expose 
the  conduct  of  this  country  towards  the  cokmies  in  a 
comprehenfive,  and  striking  view,  and  stated, 
in  out-of-the-way  forms,  as  most  likely  to  take 
the  general  attentkm.     The  first  was  called  *"  Ride$  bf 


HmelMMmi  piDeiiftJ  a  oopf  of  om  of  Dr.  TmakXitN  lia> 
IMS  •td  MOt  11  to  Um  OMAMUy.    8o«  Vol.  IV.  ^  ASXk 
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which  a  Oreat  Empire  may  be  reduced  to  a  Small  Onej^ 
the  second,  ^^n  Edict  of  the  King  of  Prussia.^  I 
sent  you  one  of  the  first,  but  could  not  get 
of  the  second  to  spare  you  one,  though  my  clerk 
the  next  morning  to  the  printer's,  and  wh^evw  they 
were  sold.  They  were  all  gone  but  two.  In  my  omk 
mind  I  preferred  the  first,  as  a  composition,  for  the 
quantity  and  variety  of  the  matter  contained,  and  a 
kind  of  spirited  ending  of  each  paragraph.  But  I  find 
that  others  here  generally  prefer  the  second. 

I  am  not  suspected  as  the  author,  except  by  one  or 
two  friends;  and  have  heard  the  latter  spoken  oi  in 
the  highest  terms,  as  the  keenest  and  severest  piece 
that  has  appeared  here  a  long  time.  Lord  Mansfidd, 
I  hear,  said  of  it,  that  it  was  very  able  and  ocry 
ARTFUL  indeed;  and  would  do  mischief  by  giving  heie 
a  bad  impression  of  the  measures  of  government ;  and 
in  the  colonies,  by  encouraging  them  in  their  conto- 
macy.  It  is  reprinted  m  the  Chronicle^  where  you  wffl ' 
see  it,  but  stripped  of  all  the  capitaling  and  italickin|^ 
that  Ultimate  the  allusions  and  mark  the  emphasis  of 
written  discourses,  to  bring  them  as  near  as  possSde 
to  those  spoken.  Printing  such  a  piece  all  in  one 
even  small  character,  seems  to  me  like  repeating  one 
of  Whitefield's  sermons  in  the  monotony  of  a  scIkwI* 
boy. 

What  made  it  the  more  noticed  here  was,  that  peo- 
ple in  readmg  it  were,  as  the  phrase  is,  taken  in,  tiD 
they  had  got  half  through  it,  and  imagined  it  a  real 
edict,  to  which  mistake  I  suppose  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia's character  must  have  contributed.  I  was  down  at 
Lord  Le  Despencer's,  when  the  post  brought  that  day's 
papers.  Mr.  Whitehead  was  there,  too,  (Paul  White- 
head, the  author  of  ^  Manners,'')  who  runs  eariy  through 
all  the  papers,  and  tells  the  company  what  he  finds 
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wiilnhfei  He  had  them  in  another  room,  and  w% 
charting  in  the  break&st  parlour,  when  he  came 
m  to  us,  out  of  breath,  with  the  paper  in  hit 
••  Here  !*•  says  he,  ••here's  news  for  ye !  Here's 
the  Kmg  of  Prussia,  daiming  a  right  to  this  kingdom!* 
AM  atved,  and  I  as  much  as  anybody;  and  he  went 
cm  to  read  it  When  he  had  read  two  or  three  para* 
gfiplis,  a  gentleman  present  said,  ••Damn  his  impu- 
dtasce,  I  dare  say  we  shall  hear  by  next  post,  that  he 
ii  upon  his  maixrh  with  one  hundred  thousand  mea 
Id  back  this."  Whitehead,  who  is  very  shrewd,  sooo 
after  began  to  smoke  it,  and  kx>king  in  my  bice^  sakit 
*I  H  be  hanged  if  this  is  not  some  of  your  American 
johea  upon  us.**  The  reading  went  on,  and  ended 
widi  abundance  of  laughing,  and  a  general  ferdkt  that 
it  WM  a  Cur  hit ;  and  the  piece  was  cut  out  of  tba 
faper  and  presenred  in  my  Lord's  coDectkm* 

1  do  not  wonder  that  Hutchinson  sbouki  be  de* 
jaelad.  It  must  be  an  uncomfortable  thing  to  live 
people,  who,  he  is  consck)us,  universaUy  detest 
Yet  I  fancy  he  will  not  have  leave  to  come 
both  because  they  know  not  well  what  to  do 
him,  and  because  they  do  not  very  well  like  his 
eonduct    I  am  erer  your  affectkxiate  fisuher, 

B.  FaAiTKLtir. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIHO. 

Prwpo^id  Jccommodatian  with   Great  Britain.  —  P«Ih 
tian  for  removing  the  Gotemort. 

I^Adon,  1  Novemktf,  1773. 

Sin, 
I  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  26th  of  August; 
wkh  the  ktter  enck»ed  for  Lord  Dartmouth,  whkh  I  im- 
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mediately  sent  to  hinu  As  soon  as  he  comes  to  towiii 
I  shall  wait  upon  his  Lordship,  and  discourse  with  him 
upon  the  subject  of  it;  and  I  shall  immediately  write 
to  you  what  I  can  coDect  £rom  the  conversation. 

In  my  own  opinion,  the  letter  of  the  two  Homes 
of  the  29th  of  June,  proposing,  as  a  satisfoctory  measare^ 
the  restoring  things  to  the  state  in  which  they  wen 
at  the  conclusi(m  of  the  late  war,  is  a  feir  and  gener* 
ous  offer  on  our  part,  and  my  discourse  here  is»  dwt 
it  is  more  than  Britain  has  a  right  to  expect  from  us; 
and  that,  if  she  has  any  wisdom  left,  she  will  embrace 
it,  and  agree  with  us  immediately ;  for  that  the  longw 
she  delays  the  accommodation,  which  finally  she  must 
(or  her  own  sake  obtain,  the  worse  terms  she  my 
expect,  smce  the  inequality  of  power  and  importance^ 
that  at  present  subsists  between  us,  is  daily  dimmisll* 
mg,  and  our  sense  of  our  own  rights,  and  of  her  hi- 
justice,  continually  increasing.  I  am  the  more  encom^ 
aged  to  hold  such  language,  by  perceiving  thai  tte 
general  sense  of  the  nation  is  for  us;  a  convictioB 
prevailing,  that  we  have  been  ill  used,  and  that  a  breadi 
with  us  would  be  ruinous  to  this  country. 

The  pieces  I  wrote,  to  increase  and  strengthen  those 
sentiments,  were  more  read  and  talked  of  and  attend- 
ed to  than  usual  The  first,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
enclosed,  has  been  called  for  and  reprinted  in  the  same 
paper,  besides  being  copied  in  others,  and  in  the  mag- 
azines. A  long,  labored  answer  has  been  made  to  it, 
(by  Governor  Bernard,  it  is  said,)  which  I  send  you. 
I  am  told  it  does  not  satisfy  those  in  whose  justifica- 
tion it  was  written,  and  that  a  better  is  preparing,  I 
think  with  you,  that  great  difficulties  must  attend  an 
attempt  to  make  a  new  representation  of  our  griev- 
ances, in  which  the  pomt  of  right  should  be  kept  out 
of  sight,  especially  as  the  concurrence  of  so  many  cofc- 
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teems  now  necessary.  And  therefore  H  would 
rartainly  be  best  and  wisest  for  Parliament,  (which 
does  not  meet  tiD  after  the  middle  of  January,)  to 
up  the  matter  themselves,  and  at  once  reduce 
to  the  state  desired  There  are  not  wanting 
here,  who  bdieve  this  will  reaOy  be  the  case; 
far  that,  a  new  election  being  now  in  view,  the  present 
are  Kkdy  to  consider  the  composing  all  dif* 
with  America,  as  a  measure  agreeable  to  the 
and  manufacturing  part  of  the  nation ;  and  that 
ftm  neglecting  it  may  be  made  use  of  by  their  oppo- 
mmtM  to  their  disadvantage. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  answer  to  the  petition 
far  removing  the  governors.*  I  imagme  that  it  w9 
hmdtf  be  complied  with,  as  it  would  embarrass  gor- 
MUMBt  to  provide  for  them  otherwise,  and  it  wiH  be 
iHMi|^t  hard  to  neglect  men,  who  have  exposed  them- 
f^KeSi  by  adhermg  to  what  is  here  called  the  interest 
aad  lights  of  this  country.  But  this  I  only  oonjecture^ 
ii  I  have  heard  nothing  certain  about  it  Indeed  I 
shoidd  think  contmuing  them  in  their  places  would  be 
iiiher  a  punishmmt  than  a  &vor.  For  what  comfort 
can  men  have  in  living  among  a  people,  with  whoa 
diey  are  the  object  of  universal  odium  1 

I  shaU  continue  here  one  winter  longer,  and  use  my 
best  endeavours,  as  long  as  I  stay,  for  the  service  of 
oor  coonuy.  With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Sir,  &c.  B.  FnAicKLijr. 


•  f cuiioii  fron  Um  L#fkl«titft  oi  UtmmthimftM  for  IIm  fHMvtl  «f 
Qmwwm  HoielMWNi  und  LMotMuHrOorvrsor  Otifw.  8m  VoL  IT. 
%  430. 
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TO  AK  KHORAYER.* 

Jrt  of  printing  on  China  Ware.  —  Use  of  the  Jbrt 
in  teaching  Moral  Lessons. 

London,  3  Nof«nb«r,  1791L 

Sir, 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  specimens  you  w 
Idndljr  sent  me  ojf  your  new  art  of  engravrng.  That 
on  the  china  is  admirable.  No  one  would  suj^kmis  it 
any  thing  but  painting.  I  hope  you  meet  with  aU  tfaa 
encouragement  you  merit,  and  that  the  invention  wiQ 
be,  what  inventions  seldom  are,  profitable  to  the  inven- 
tor. 

Now  we  are  speaking  of  mventioiis,  I  know  not 
who  pretends  to  that  of  copper-plate  engravings  fixr 
earthen  ware,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  contest  d» 
honor  with  anybody,  as  the  unprovement  in  takaig 
impressions  not  directly  fiom  the  plate,  but  fitun  piintr 
ed  paper,  applicable  by  that  means  to  other  than  flal 
fiorms,  is  far  beyond  my  first  idea.  But  I  have  reaaoR 
to  apprehend,  that  I  might  have  given  the  hint,  or 
which  that  improvement  was  made;  for,  more  than 
twenty  years  smce,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Mitchell  firom  Amer» 
ica,  proposing  to  him  the  printing  of  square  tiles,  for 
ornamenting  chunneys,  from  copper  plates,  describing 
the  manner  m  which  I  thought  it  might  be  dcme,  and 
advising  the  borrowing  bom  the  booksellers  the  platd% 
that  had  been  used  in  a  thin  folio,  called  Moral  Vir* 
tue  Delineated^  for  the  purpose. 

The  Dutch  Delft  ware  tiles  were  much  used  m 
America,  which  are  only  or  chiefly  Scripture  histories, 


*  The   name  of  the  en^pmver  is  not  contained  in  the  minnacripl^ 
ftom  which  the  letter  has  been  transcribed. 
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wretcbedlj  scrawled.  I  wished  to  have  those  moral 
prints,  which  were  originallj  taken  from  Horace's  po- 
etical figures,  mtroduced  on  tiles,  which,  being  about 
oor  dnmneys  and  constantly  in  the  ejes  of  diBdren 
when  bjr  the  fireside,  might  gire  parents  an  oppor- 
tmitf^  in  eiphining  them,  to  impress  moral  sentiments ; 
and  I  gave  expectations  of  great  demand  for  them, 
M  exeeuted  I>r.  KfitcheO  wrote  to  me,  m  answer,  that 
he  kad  communicated  my  scheme  to  several  of  die 
artists  m  the  ear^en  way  about  London,  who 
it  as  impracticable ;  and  it  was  not  t3  some 
after,  that  I  first  saw  an  enamelled  smiff  box; 
wUch  I  was  sure  was  from  a  oopper*pbte,  diough  die 
ewature  of  the  form  made  me  wonder  how  the  »- 
pOMo  was  taken. 

I  iDiderstand  the  diina  work  in  PhOaddphia  »  de- 
dbed  by  the  first  owners.  Whether  any  others  w3 
tiht  it  up  and  continue  it,  I  know  not 

Mr.  ftmks  b  at  present  engaged  m  preparing  to 
the  botamcal  discoveries  of  hb  vojrage.  He 
ten  engravers  for  the  plates,  in  wluch  he  b 
wry  curious,  so  as  not  to  be  quite  satisfied  in  some 
with  the  expression  given  by  either  the  graver, 
^,  or  roezzotinto,  particulariy  where  there  b  a 
woofiness,  or  a  multitude  of  small  points,  on  a  leaf.  I 
tent  him  the  brgest  of  the  specimens  you  sent,  con* 
taining  a  number  of  sprigs.  I  have  not  seen  hfan  nnoe^ 
to  know  whether  your  manner  woukl  not  suit  some 
of  hb  plants  better  than  the  more  common  methods. 
With  great  esteem,  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  PmAiTKUir. 
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TO   JOSXPH   OALLOWAT. 

Supposed  Disposition  to  compose  the  Differences  wUk 
Jlmerica.  —  Tea  Duty. 

LondoOf  3  Nofembv,  1779L 

Sir, 

There  is  at  present  great  quietness  here,  and  no 
{vospect  that  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  Rus- 
sians will  spread  faolher  in  Europe.  The  last  harvest 
is  allowed  to  have  been  generally  plentiful  in  this  coun- 
try; and  yet,  such  was  the  precedmg  scantiness  of 
crops,  that  it  is  thought  there  is  no  com  to  spare  for 
exportation,  which  continues  the  advantages  to  our  com 
provmces. 

The  Parliament  is  not  to  meet  till  after  the  middle 
of  January.  It  is  said,  there  is  a  disposition  to  com- 
pose all  differences  with  America  before  the  next  gen- 
eral election,  as  the  trading  and  manufacturing  part 
of  the  nation  are  generally  our  wellwishers,  think  we 
have  been  hardly  used,  and  apprehend  ill  consequences 
from  a  continuance  of  the  measures  that  we  complain 
of;  and  that,  if  those  measures  are  not  changed,  an 
American  interest  may  be  spirited  up  at  the  election 
against  the  present  members  who  are  in,  or  friends 
to  administration.  Our  steady  refusal  to  take  tea  fixxm 
hence  for  several  years  past  has  made  its  impressions. 
The  scheme  for  supplying  us  without  repelling  the 
act,  by  a  temporary  license  from  the  treasury  to  ex- 
port tea  to  America,  free  of  duty,  you  are  before  this 
time  acquamted  with.  I  much  want  to  hear  how  that 
tea  is  received.  If  it  is  rejected,  the  act  will  undoubt- 
edly be  repealed,  otherwise  I  suppose  it  will  be  con- 
tinued; and  when  we  have  got  into  the  use  of  the 
Company's  tea,  and  the  foreign  correspondences   that 
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sqppijr  us  at  present  are  broken  ofll^  the  licenses  wiD 
be  dbcootinuedf  and  the  act  enforced 

I  i^iprebend  the  bettar  under^anding,  that  lateljr 
subsisted  m  our  pro%iocial  administration,  mil  hardly 
be  cootinoed  with  the  new  governor;  but  you  w31 
soon  see.  I  wish  for  the  fuO  lettar  you  promise  me 
by  die  next  packet,  which  is  now  dafly  expected 
Widi  imalterable  esteem  and  attachment,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  Frakkuk. 


TO  wnjjAM  rEAKKLnr. 

LoadcNS  3  Notmibtr,  177SL 

Dbab  Soh, 

I  wrote  you  pretty  fully  by  the  last  packet,  and 
htfing  had  no  line  from  you  of  later  date  than  the 
^ri*'*!"^  of  August,  and  Iktle  stirring  here  latdy^  I 
hsfe  DOW  little  to  write. 

b  that  letter  I  mentioned  my  haying  written  two 
papers,  of  which  I  preferred  the  first,  but  the  pobfie 
the  last  It  seems  I  was  mistaken  m  judging  of  die 
pnbfic  opinion ;  for  the  first  wvls  reprinted  some  weeks 
after  in  the  same  paper,  the  printer  giring  for  reason, 
that  be  did  it  in  compliance  with  the  earnest  request 
of  Bany  prirate  persons,  and  some  respectable  sode- 
ties ;  which  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as  it  had  been 
copied  in  several  other  papers,  and  in  the  G€ntUmam*$ 
Magasime,  Such  papers  may  seem  to  hare  a  ten- 
dency to  increase  our  divisions ;  but  I  intend  a  contra- 
ry  eflect,  and  hope,  by  oimprising  in  little  room,  and 
setting  m  a  strong  light,  the  grievances  of  the  cobnies, 
■ore  attention  will  be  paid  to  them  by  our  adminis- 
tration, and  that,  wbc*n  their  unreasonableneaw  is  gen- 
eraDy  seen,  some  of  them  wiU  be  removed,  to  the  res- 
toration of  harmony  between  us. 

B.  FmAiTKipr. 

▼OL.  Tm.  IS  I 
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FROM    SAMUEL    COOPER   TO   B.    FRAITKLUST. 

Method  of  warming  Churches.  —  HtUchinsojfs  LeU 
ters.  —  Samuel  Adorns.  —  Major  Hawley. 

Boston,  10  Novembery  1773L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  valuable  favors  of  the  7th  and  25th 
of  July,  and  you  will  please  to  accept  the  thanks  ct 
the  committee  of  our  congregation,  as  well  as  my  own, 
for  the  trouble  you  have  very  kmdly  given  yourself  in 
your  clear  and  particular  account  of  the  warming  ma- 
chines for  large  rooms,  and  your  advice  respecting  our 
new  building,  together  with  the  truly  philosophical  and 
convincing  reasons  upon  which  it  is  founded.  AH,  to 
to  whom  I  have  read  that  part  of  your  letter,  haye 
been  highly  entertained  vnth  it;  and  I  must  particular^ 
ly  thank  you  for  your  observation,  that  we  do  not  re- 
ceive the  disorder  called  a  cold  from  cold  air,  and 
therefore  never  at  meetings  bemg  proud  oi  supportiiig 
myself  with  your  authority  against  some  of  our  physi- 
cians, who  seem  to  thmk  that  all  the  disorders  o{  thdr 
patients  are  caught  there.  Your  letter  has  satisfied 
my  whole  congregation,  and  we  are  now  all  deter- 
mined to  worship  and  make  ourselves  as  comfortable 
as  may  be  more  majorum.* 

After  all  the  solicitous  inquiries  of  the  governor  and 
his  friends  respecting  his  letters,  it  still  remains  a  se- 
cret from  whom  and  to  whom  they  came.  This  is 
known  here  to  two  persons  only  besides  myself  and 
will,  I  believe,  remain  undiscovered,  unless  farther  in- 
telligence should  come  from  your  side  of  the  watCT^, 
than  I  have  reason  to  think  has  yet  been  obtsdned; 


*  See  the  account  of  the  method  of  warming  pablic  bufldinga, 
aUuded  to,  in  Vol  VL  p.  397. 
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chough  I  caonoc  but  admire  your  honest  openoess  in 
this  affiur,  and  negligence  of  any  inconveniences,  that 
might  arise  to  yourself  in  this  essential  service  to  our 
bjured  country. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  find,  that  a  confidence  in 
your  abilities  and  principles  is  very  far  from  being  di- 
minished in  our  House  of  Commons,  and  to  assure 
ytm,  that  one  of  the  members  for  this  town,  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Adams,  a  correspondent  of  Dr.  Lee's,  who  had  the 
chief  hand  in  a  letter  from  the  House  to  you,  which 
I  perceive  by  your  reply  gave  you  uneasiness,  has 
kddy  expressed  the  warmest  esteem  of  you  as  an  im- 
portant and  thorough  friend  to  the  rights  of  America.* 
Tkb  gentleman  I  regard  for  his  uncommon  zeal  and 
•ctirity  b  support  of  these  rights ;  but  I  have  repeat- 
edly (bund  occasion  in  a  friendly  manner  to  blame  his 
eioessive  jealousy,  in  a  cause  peculiariy  dear  to  him, 
which  has  sometimes  led  him  to  treat  not  m  the  kind- 
eit  manner  some  of  its  faithful  advocates,  and  par- 
liciikriy  Governor  PownalL  The  Speaker,  and  many 
others  b  the  House,  are  your  steady  friends,  particu- 
My  Major  Hawley,  from  Northampton;  a  gentleman 
of  the  bw,  who  speaks  with  uncommon  clearness  and 
iofce,  and  is  behind  no  man  there  in  point  of  mfluence. 
I  mention  thesi^  things  from  no  other  motive  than  an 
apprehension,  that»  at  your  disUuice  from  us,  it  might 
be  some  satisfaction  and  directk)n  to  you  to  know 
than. 

There  has  [yeen  an  attemfit  by  Mr.  Sewall,  (as  h 
generally  UlieviHU)  judge  of  (he  admiralty  for  Nora 
Scotia,  and  our  attoniev -general,  to  vindicate  the  gov- 
emor^s  k-UiTs,  in  one  of  our  newspapers.     The  sophis* 

•  For  %hi^  •ourre  of  Mr.  Adanw*«  uiiprr«ion«,  io  rejfmrd  to  I)t.  Fraiili* 
is,  SM  llM  etXrweu  frotn  Arthur  L<r«*i  Idtrr  to  htm  tbov«,  pw  ST;  ud 
akm  %  rHbrvoce  to  aa  AAooyaoM  kftai,  Vot  VIL  p^  Mi 
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try  made  but  a  feeble  impression,  and,  except  among 
a  few,  rather  provoked  than  pacified.    I  am,  &c. 

Samuel  Cooper. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHIirO. 

Petition  for  the  Removal  of  the  Governors  presented 
by  Lord  Dartmouth. — Duel,  between  Mr.  Temple 
and  Mr.  Whately. 

London,  5  Januaiy,  1774. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  honor  of  yom^  dated  October  28di, 
with  the  jomnab  of  the  House  and  Mr.  Turner's  Ejec- 
tion Sermon.  I  waited  on  Lord  Dartmouth,  on  his 
return  to  town,  and  learned  that  he  had  presented 
to  his  Majesty  our  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  gd?* 
emors.  No  subsequent  step  had  yet  been  taken  upon 
it;  but  his  Lordship  said,  the  Kmg  would  probsAdy 
refer  the  consideration  of  it  to  a  committee  of  Counc^ 
and  that  I  should  have  notice  to  be  heard  in  support 
of  it  By  the  turn  of  his  conversation,  though  he  ww 
not  explicit,  I  apprehend  the  petition  is  not  Hkdy  to 
be  complied  with;  but  we  shall  see.  His  Lordshqp 
expressed,  as  usual,  much  concern  at  the  differences 
subsistmg,  and  wished  they  would  be  accommodated. 
Perhaps  his  good  wishes  are  all  that  is  in  his  power. 

The  famous  letters  having  unfortunately  engaged 
Mr.  Temple  and  Mr.  Whately  in  a  duel,  which  being 
interrupted,  would  probably  be  renewed,  I  thought  it 
incumbent  on  me  to  prevent,  as  far  as  I  could,  any 
farther  mischief,  by  declaring  publicly  the  part  I  had 
m  the  affair  of  those  letters,  and  thereby  at  the  same 
time  to  rescue  Mr.  Temple's  character  from  an  unde- 
served  and  groundless  imputation,  that  bore  hard  upon 


M^.m,]  COEIESPONDENCE.  107 

n^  a  nngie  comment  on  thenu  But  this  did  not  sat- 
tify;  be  chose  to  be  heard  by  counseL  So  finally  I 
had  leave  to  be  heard  by  counsel  also  in  behalf  of 
the  petitioo.  The  solicitor-general^  finding  his  cavils 
against  the  admission  of  the  letters  were  not  support- 
able»  at  last  said,  that,  to  sare  their  Lordships'  time,  be 
would  admit  the  copies  to  be  true  transcripts  of  the 
originalii  but  he  should  reserve  to  himself  a  right,  when 
the  matter  came  on  agam,  of  asking  certam  questional 
such  aSi  How  the  Assembly  came  bto  possession  of 
tlien,  through  what  hands,  and  by  what  means  they 
ware  procured?  "Certainly,**  replied  Lord  Chief  Ju»- 
tioe  De  Grey,  somewhat  austerely,  ^  and  to  whom  they 
directed;  for  the  pafect  understanding  of  the 
may  depend  on  that  and  other  such  drcmn* 
We  can  recdve  no  charge  against  a  man 
on  letters  directed  to  nobody,  and  perhaps  re- 
oeiv<ed  by  nobody.  The  laws  of  this  country  have  no 
aoch  practice."  Lord  President,  near  whom  I  stood, 
as  I  was  putting  up  my  papers,  asked  me  if  I  mtend- 
ed  to  answer  such  questions.  In  that,  I  said,  I  shal 
take  oounseL  The  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  was 
the  29th  of  January. 

Several  friends  now  came  to  me,  and  advised  me  to 
reCam  Mr.  Dunning,  formerly  solicitor-general,  and  veiy 
able  in  his  professbn.  I  wished  first  to  consult  with 
Mr.  Lee,  supposing  he  might  rather  be  for  his  fiiend, 
Mr.  Sergeant  Glynn.  I  found  Mr.  Lee  was  expected 
in  town  about  the  latter  end  of  the  week,  and  thought 
to  wait  his  coming ;  in  the  mean  time  I  was  ui^ed  to 
take  Mr.  Dunning's  advice,  as  to  my  own  conduct,  if 
such  questions  should  be  asked  roe.  I  did  so;  and 
he  was  dear,  that  I  was  not  and  coukl  not  be  obliged 
to  mswer  them,  if  I  did  not  choose  it,  which  I  in- 
Cormed  him  was  the  case,  being  under  a  promise  not 
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TO    WILLIAM   TRANKLIN. 

imnuations  respectifig  Mr.  Galloway.  —  Dr*  FYanldm 
proposes  to  return  to  America. 

London,  5  Janoaiyi  tfTA. 

Dear  Son, 

I  received  yours  of  October  29th,  and  NovMttbcr 
2d.     Your  December  packet  is  not  yet  anived. 

No  insinuations  of  tibe  kmd  you  mention,  concern* 
ing  Mr.  Galloway,  have  reached  me,  and,  if  they  had,  it 
would  have  been  without  the  least  effect;  as  I  have 
always  had  the  strongest  reliance  on  the  steadiness 
of  his  friendship,  and  on  the  best  grounds,  the  knowl- 
edge I  have  of  his  integrity,  and  the  oft^i  repeated 
dismterested  services  he  has  rendered  me.  My  m- 
turn  will  mterfere  with  nobody's  interest  or  influence 
in  public  affairs,  as  my  mtention  is  to  decline  all  in- 
terest in  them,  and  every  active  part,  except  where  k 
can  serve  a  friend,  and  to  content  myself  with  com- 
municatmg  the  knowledge  of  them  which  my  atuation 
may  have  furnished  me  with,  and  be  content  with 
giving  my  advice  for  the  public  benefit,  where  it  may 
be  asked,  or  where  I  shaD  think  it  may  be  attended 
to ;  for,  being  now  about  entering  my  sixty-ninth  year, 
and  having  lived  so  great  a  part  of  my  life  to  tbe 
public,  it  seems  but  fair  that  I  should  be  allowed  to 
live  the  small  remamder  to  myself  and  to  my  friends. 

If  the  honorable  office  you  mention  will  be  agree- 
able to  him,  I  heartily  wish  it  him.  I  only  hope,  that, 
if  offered  to  him,  he  will  insist  on  its  being  not  dar- 
ing pleasure,  but  quamdiu  se  bene  gessertt. 

Our  friend  Temple,  as  you  will  see  by  the  papers, 
has  been  engaged  m  a  duel,  about  an  affair  in  which 
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he  had  no  conoeni.  As  the  combat  was  mtemipt6d» 
and  understood  to  be  unfinished,  I  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  do  what  I  could  for  preventing  fur- 
ther  mwchiefp  and  so  declared  my  having  transmitted 
the  letters  in  question.  This  has  drawn  some  cen- 
Hire  upon  myself;  but,  as  I  grow  old,  I  grow  less  coo- 
oemed  about  censure,  when  I  am  satisfied  that  I  act 
lightly ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  of  having  exculpated 
m  fhoid,  who  lay  undeservedly  under  an  imputatka 
much  to  his  dishonor. 

I  am  now  seriously  preparing  for  niy  dqpartore  lo 
America.  I  purpose  sending  my  luggage,  books,  in- 
fltnonents,  fiuL,  by  All  or  Falconer,  and  taking  my  pas- 
Mge  to  New  York  in  one  of  the  spring  or  summer 
pfti4r^r  partly  for  settling  some  business  with  the 
posloffice  there,  and  partly  that  I  may  see  you  on  my 
W9J  to  Philadelphia,  and  learn  thereby  more  perfectly 
d»  iiate  of  affiiirs  there.    Tour  aflectkmate  father^ 

B.  FmAJTSLOi, 


TO  THOMAS  cusHnro. 


jI  particular  Jkcaunt  of  the  Proceeding$  of  the  Pnoff 
OHmcU  on  the  Petition  of  the  Jeeembfy  of  Mmb- 
eaehmsette  for  the  Removal  of  Governor  HuUhmeatu 
—  Dr.  Franklin  diendeeed  from  hie  Office  of  Dejmtjf 
Poetwuuter- General  in  America. 


IS  P^knwy,  1774. 

Sim, 

I  wrote  a  line  to  you  by  the  last  pack^  just  to 
acquaint  you  there  had  been  a  hearing  on  our  petitiao, 
I  shall  now  give  you  the  history  of  it  as  succinctly 
Micaa. 

We  had  kng  iamgioed,  that  the  King  wouU  }mfm 
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considered  that  petition,  as  he  had  dcme  the  preceding 
one,  in  his  cabinet,  and  have  given  an  answ^  without 
a  hearing,  since  it  did  not  pray  punishments  or  dis- 
abilities  on  the  governors.  But  on  Saturday  the  8tfa 
of  January,  in  the  afternoon,  I  received  notice  from 
the  clerk  of  the  Council,  that  the  Lords  of  the  C!om* 
nnttee  for  Plantation  Affairs,  v^ould,  on  the  Tuesday 
following  at  twelve,  meet  at  the  Cockpit,  to  take  iiilo 
consideration  the  petition  referred  to  them  by  his  Miy* 
esty,  and  that  my  attendance  was  required. 

I  sent  direcdy  to  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  requesting  a 
meeting,  that  we  might  consult  upon  it  He  was  not 
at  his  chambers,  but  my  note  was  left  for  him.  Son* 
day  morning  I  went  to  Mr.  Bollan,  and  communicated 
the  affair  to  him.  He  had  received  a  similar  notxA 
We  considered  whether  it  was  best  to  employ  other 
counsel,  since  Mr.  Lee,  he  said,  could  not  be  admitted 
as  such,  not  being  yet  called  to  the  bar.  He  thou^ 
it  not  advisable.  He  had  sometimes  done  it  in  cdo- 
ny  cases,  and  found  lawyers  of  little  service.  Those 
who  are  emment,  and  hope  to  rise  in  their  profession, 
are  unwilling  to  offend  die  court;  and  its  disposition 
on  this  occasion  was  well  known.  But  he  would 
move  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the 
ppovmce,  and  thence  take  occasion  to  support  the  pe- 
tition himself. 

I  went  and  sent  again  to  Mr.  Lee*s  chambers  m 
the  Temple,  but  could  not  meet  with  him ;  and  it  was 
not  till  near  the  end  of  the  week  that  I  learnt  he  was 
at  Bath.  On  Monday,  very  late  m  tHe  afternoon,  I  re- 
ceived another  notice,  that  Mr.  Mauduit,  agent  for  the 
governor  and  lieutenant-governor,  had  asked  and  ob* 
tained  leave  to  be  heard  by  counsel  on  the  morrow 
in  their  behalfl  This  very  short  notice  seemed  Intend* 
od  to  surprise  us.    On  Tuesday,  we  attended  at  the 
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Cockpit,  and,  the  pethkm  being  read,  I  was  called 
vpoo  ht  what  I  had  to  offer  in  support  of  it;  when, 
at  had  beoi  concerted  between  us,  I  acquainted  their 
Lordships  that  Mr.  BoOan,  then  present,  m  pursuance 
of  their  notice,  would  speatc  to  it 

He  came  forward  and  began  to  speak;  but  objec* 
tion  was  immediatdjr  made  bjr  some  of  the  Lords^ 
that  he,  being  only  agent  for  the  Council,  which  was 
not  a  party  to  this  petition,  coukl  not  properly  be 
keani  on  it  He  however  repeatedly  endeavoured  to 
leave  to  speak,  but  without  effect;  they  would 
hear  out  a  sentence,  and  finally  set  him  askle. 
I  then  sakl,  that,  with  the  petition  of  the  House  of 
Bepresentativea,  I  had  received  their  resolutions  which 
preceded  it,  and  a  copy  of  the  letters  on  whkrh  those 
iwohitioos  were  founded,  which  I  would  lay  befcra 
fkm  Lordships  m  support  of  the  petitkxL 
The  resolutions  were  accordingly  read ;  but,  when  the 
were  taken  up,  Mr.  Wedderbum,  the  solicitor- 
brought  there  as  counsel  for  the  governors^ 
to  object,  and  mquire  how  they  were  authen- 
as  did  also  some  of  the  Lords.  I  sakl  the 
antbeotications  were  annexed.  They  wanted  to  know 
the  nature  of  them.  I  said  that  woukl  appear,  when 
lliey  were  read,  and  prayed  they  would  hear  them. 
Lord  Chief  Justke  De  Grey  asked  whom  the  letters 
directed  to;  and,  taking  them  in  his  hand,  ob* 
there  was  no  address  prefixed  to  any  of  them. 
I  said,  that,  though  it  did  not  appear  to  whom  they 
were  directed,  it  appeared  who  had  written  them; 
liMr  names  were  subscribed ;  the  originals  had  been 
shown  to  the  gentlemen  themselves,  and  they  had 
mod  denied  their  handwriting;  and  the  testifications 
annexed  proved  these  to  be  true  copies. 

With  difliculty  I  obtained  leave  to  have  the  authea* 

▼OL.  VIII.  14 
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tications  read;  and  the  solicitor-general  proceeding  to 
make  observations  as  counsel  for  the  governors,  I  said 
to  their  Lordships,  that  it  was  some  surprise  to  me 
to  find  counsel  employed  agsdnst  the  petition;  that  I 
had  no  notice  of  that  intention,  till  late  in  the  pre- 
cedmg  day;  that  I  had  not  purposed  troubling  Adr 
Lordships  with  the  hearing  of  counsel,  because  I  did 
not  conceive  that  any  thing  could  possibly  arise  out 
of  the  petition,  any  point  of  law  or  of  right,  that  might 
require  the  discussion  of  lawyers;  that  I  apprehended 
thi$  matter  before  their  Lordships  was  rather  a  ques* 
tion  of  civil  or  political  prudence,  whether,  on  the 
state  of  the  fact  that  the  governors  had  lost  all  tniat 
and  confidence  with  the  people,  and  become  univer* 
sally  obnoxious,  it  would  be  for  the  mterest  of  im 
Majesty's  service  to  continue  them  m  those  stations  in 
that  province;  that  I  conceived  this  to  be  a  question 
of  which  their  Lordships  were  already  perfect  judges^ 
and  could  receive  no  assistance  in  it  fit)m  the  aigut? 
ments  of  counsel ;  but,  if  counsel  was  to  be  heard  (m 
the  other  side,  I  must  then  request  leave  to  bring 
counsel  in  behalf  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  their 
Lordships  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  further  day 
for  the  hearing,  to  give  tune  for  preparing  the  counseL 
Mr.  Mauduit  was  then  asked,  if  he  would  wave  the 
leave  he  had  of  being  heard  by  counsel,  that  their 
Lordships  might  proceed  immediately  to  consider  the 
petition.  He  said  he  was  requested  by  the  governors 
to  defend  them,  and  they  had  promised  to  defi*ay  the 
expense,  by  which  he  understood  that  they  expected 
he  should  employ  counsel ;  and  then,  making  me  some 
compliments,  as  if  of  superior  abilities,  said  he  shouU 
not  against  me  hazard  the  defence  of  his  fiiends  by 
taking  it  upon  himself.  I  said  I  had  intended  merdy 
to  lay  the  ps^)ers  before  their  Lordships,  without  mak- 
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to  divulge  fix)m  whom  I  received  the  letters.  He  said 
he  would  attend,  however,  if  I  desired  it,  and  object 
m  my  behalf  to  their  putting  such  questions. 

A  report  now  prevailed  through  the  town,  that  I 
had  been  grossly  abused  by  the  solicitor-genera],  at 
the  Council  Board.  But  this  was  premature.  He  had 
only  intended  it,  and  mentioned  that  intention.  I  heard, 
too,  from  all  quarters,  that  the  ministry  and  all  the 
courtiers  were  highly  enraged  against  me  for  transmit- 
ting those  letters.  I  was  called  an  incendiary,  and  the 
papers  were  filled  with  invectives  against  me.  Hints 
were  given  me,  that  there  were  some  thoughts  of  i^ 
prehending  me,  seizing  my  papers,  and  sending  me  to 
Newgate.  I  was  well  informed,  that  a  resoluticm  was 
taken  to  deprive  me  of  my  place ;  it  was  only  thou^ 
best  to  defer  it  till  after  the  hearing ;  I  suppose,  because 
I  was  there  to  be  so  blackened,  that  nobody  sboukl 
thmk  it  mjustice.  Many  knew,  too,  how  the  petition 
was  to  be  treated;  and  I  was  told,  even  before  the 
first  hearing,  that  it  was  to  be  rejected  with  some  epi- 
thets, the  Assembly  to  be  censured,  and  some  honor 
done  the  governors.  How  this  could  be  known,  one 
cannot  say.    It  might  be  only  conjecture. 

The  transactions  relating  to  the  tea  had  increased 
and  strengthened  the  torrent  of  clamor  against  us.  No 
one  had  the  least  expectation  of  success  to  tiie  pe- 
tition; and,  though  I  had  asked  leave  to  use  counsd, 
I  was  half  inclined  to  wave  it,  and  save  you  the  ex- 
pense ;  but  Mr.  Bollan  was  now  strongly  for  it,  as  they 
had  refused  to  hear  him.  And,  though  fortified  by  his 
opmion,  as  he  had  long  experience  in  your  affiiks,  I 
would  at  first  have  ventured  to  deviate  fix)m  the  in- 
structions you  sent  me  in  that  particular,  supposing 
you  to  allow  some  discretionary  liberty  to  your  agents ; 
yet,  now  that  he  urged  it  as  necessary,  I  emjdoyed  a 
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soBrttor,  and  furnished  him  with  what  materials  I  could 
far  frammj;  a  brief;  and  Mr.  Lee^  coming  to  town,  en* 
lord  henrtily  into  the  business,  and  undertodc  to  en- 
gilpe  Sergeant  Olynn,  who  would  readily  have  served 
«» but,  bemg  m  a  fit  of  the  gout,  which  made  his  at* 
tcndaiice  uncertain,  the  solicitor  retained  Mr.  Dunning 
vid  Mr.  John  Lee,  another  able  man  of  the  profession. 
Whie  my  mind  was  taken  up  with  this  business,  I 
wtA  harassed  with  a  subpcrna  from  the  Chancellor  to 
attend  his  court  the  next  day,  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Wil- 
Man  Whately  concerning  the  letters.  Thb  man  was 
tmder  personal  obligations  to  me,  such  as  would  have 
■nde  it  base  m  hhn  to  commence  such  a  suit  of  his 
aim  motion  against  me,  without  any  previous  notice, 
chiBa»  or  demand;  but,  if  he  was  caf^dile  of  domg  it  at 
ike  iMlance  of  the  mmistr}%  whose  banker  he  is  for 
9QBK  pension  money,  he  must  be  still  baser. 

The  briefs  being  pn»pared  and  perused  by  our  coun 
sdL  we  had  a  consultation  at  Mr.  Dunning's  chambers 
in  lincohS  Inn.    I  introduced  Mr.  Arthur  I..ee,  as  my 

and  successor  in  the  agency.    The  brief,  as  you 
by  a  copy  I  send   you,  pointed  out  the  pas- 

of  the  k*ttcrs  which  were  applicable  in  support 
of  the  particular  charges  containe<l  in  the  resolutions 
«d  petition.  But  the  counsel  observed,  we  wanted 
evidence  to  prove  those  passages  false ;  the  counsel 
oB  the  cither  side  would  say,  they  were  true  represen- 
talmis  of  the  state  of  the  rountr)- ;  and,  as  to  the 
poUcal  reflections  of  the  miters,  and  their  sentiments 
of  government,  their  aims  to  extend  and  enforce  the 
ptmrr  of  Parliament  and  diminish  the  privik^*s  of 
their  roantr)'nien,  though  these  might  appear  in  the 
btftmi  and  need  no  other  proof,  yet  they  would  never 
be  considered  here  as  oflencc^s,  but  as  virtues  and 
oKrics.    The  comisel  therefore  thought  it  would  an- 

VOL.  VUL  J 
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swer  no  good  end  to  insist  on  those  particulars;  and 
that  it  was  more  advisable  to  state  as  facts  the  gen- 
eral  discontent  of  the  people,  that  the  governors  had 
lost  all  credit  with  them,  and  were  become  odious^ 
&C. ;  facts  of  which  the  petition  was  itself  fiill  proc^ 
because  otherwise  it  could  not  have  existed;  and 
then  show,  that  it  must  in  such  a  situation  be  neces- 
sary for  his  Majesty's  service,  as  well  as  the  peace  of 
the  province,  to  remove  them.  By  thb  opimon,  great 
part  of  the  brief  became  imnecessar}'. 

Notwithstanding  the  intimations  I  had  received,  I 
could  not  believe  that  the  solicitor-general  would  be 
permitted  to  wander  from  the  question  before  their 
Lordships  into  a  new  case,  the  accusaticm  of  another 
person  for  another  matter,  not  cognizable  before  tbem^ 
who  could  not  expect  to  be  there  so  accused,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  prepared  for  his  defence.  And 
yet  all  this  happened,  and  in  all  probability  was  pie- 
concerted;  for  all  the  courtiers  were  invited,  as  to  an 
entertainment,  and  there  never  was  such  an  appear^- 
ance  of  privy  counsellors  on  any  occasion,  not  leas 
than  thirty-five,  besides  an  hnmense  crowd  of  otbor 
auditors. 

The  hearing  began  by  reading  my  letter  to  Lord 
Dartmouth,  enclosmg  the  petition,  then  the  petitioa 
itself,  the  resolves,  and  lastiy  the  letters,  the  sdidtor- 
general  makbg  no  objections,  nor  asking  any  of  the 
questions  he  had  talked  of  at  the  p-eceding  board. 
Our  coimsel  then  opened  the  matter,  upon  their  g^ienJ 
plan,  and  acquitted  themselves  very  handsomely ;  only 
Mr.  Dunning,  havmg  a  disorder  on  his  lungs  that 
weakened  his  voice  exceedmgly,  was  not  so  peifectly 
heard  as  one  could  have  vnshed.  The  solidtor-genml 
then  went  into  what  he  called  a  hist(»y  of  the  prov- 
ince for  the  last  ten  years,  and  bestowed  pleiitjr  of 
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upon  it,  mingled  with  encomiom  on  the  govar- 
Bot  the  fiTorite  part  of  his  discoune  was  ler- 
at  jrour  agent,  who  stood  there  the  butt  of  his 
■nFWtife  ribaldry  for  near  an  hour,  not  a  single  Lord 
•df«tmg  to  the  impropriety  and  indecency  of  treating 
m  pubic  messenger  in  so  ignominious  a  manner,  who 
was  present  only  as  the  person  defiTering  your  peti- 
tion,  wkh  the  consideration  of  whidi  no  part  of  A» 
eondoct  had  any  concern.  If  he  had  done  a  wrong, 
m  obtaining  and  transmittmg  the  letters,  that  was  not 
llie  tribunal  where  he  was  to  be  accused  and  tried 
The  cause  was  abeady  before  the  Chancdior.  Not 
mm  of  dieir  Lordships  checked  and  recalled  the  ora- 
tor to  the  business  before  them,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
•  fwj  few  excepted,  they  seemed  to  aijoy  highly  the 
It,  and  frequently  burst  out  in  loud  ap» 
This  part  of  his  speech  was  thought  so 
good,  that  they  hare  since  printed  it,  m  order  to  de* 
tmm  mm  eTer]rwhere,  and  particukdy  to  destroy  my 
wp^laiian  on  your  side  of  the  water;  but  the  grosser 
ports  of  the  ^use  are  omitted,  appearing,  I  suppose, 
in  tlmr  own  eyes,  too  foul  to  be  seen  on  pi^>er;  so 
Ihol  the  speech,  amiparcd  to  what  it  was,  is  now  per- 
fectiy  decent  I  send  you  one  of  the  copies.  My 
Meads  advise  me  to  ¥mte  an  answer,  which  I  purpose 


The  reply  of  Mr.  Dunning  concluded  Bemg  rery 
It  ond  much  incommoded  by  standing  so  kmg,  hb 
foiee  was  so  feeble,  as  to  be  scarce  audible.  What 
fllfe  I  heard  was  ver>'  well  said,  but  appeared  to  hare 
Blue  elfect. 

Their  Lordships'  Report,  which  I  send  you,  is  dated 
llie  same  day.  It  contains  a  serere  censure,  as  you 
w9  see,  on  the  petition  and  the  petitioners ;  and,  as  I 
thank,  a  very  unfior  condusion  from  my  silence,  that 
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the  charge  of  surreptitiously  obtaining  the  letters  was 
a  true  one;  though  the  solicitor,  as  appears  in  the 
printed  speech,  had  acquainted  them  that  that  matt^ 
was  before  the  Chancellor;  and  my  counsel  had  stated 
the  impropriety  of  my  answering  there  to  chaises  then 
trying  in  another  court  In  truth  I  came  by  them 
honorably,  and  my  intention  in  sending  them  was  vir- 
tuous, if  an  endeavour  to  lessen  the  breach  between 
two  states  of  the  same  empire  be  such,  by  showing 
that  the  injuries  complained  of  by  one  of  them  did 
not  proceed  from  the  other,  but  from  traitors  among 
themselves.* 

It  may  be  supposed,  that  I  am  very  angry  on  this 
occasion,  and  therefore  I  did  purpose  to  add  no  re- 
flections of  mine  on  the  treatment  the  Assembly  and 
their  agent  have  received,  lest  they  should  be  thought 
the  effects  of  resentment  and  a  desire  of  exasperat- 
ing. But,  mdeed,  what  I  feel  on  my  own  account  is 
half  lost  in  what  I  feel  for  the  pubUc  When  I  see^ 
that  all  petitions  and  complaints  of  grievances  are  so 
odious  to  government,  that  even  the  mere  pipe  whidi 
conveys  them  becomes  obnoxious,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  peace  and  union  are  to  be  maintained  or 
restored  between  the  different  parts  of  the  empire. 
Grievances  cannot  be  redressed  unless  they  are  known; 
and  they  cannot  be  known  but  through  complaints  and 
petitions.  If  these  are  deemed  affronts,  and  the  mes- 
sengers punished  as  offenders,  who  will  henceforth 
send  petitions?  And  who  will  deliver  them?  It  has 
been  thought  a  dangerous  thing  in  any  state  to  stq) 
up  the  vent  of  griefs.  Wise  governments  have  there- 
fore generally  received  petitions  with  some  indulgence, 
even  when  but  slighdy  founded.    Those,   who  think 

*  For  other  particulars  relating  to  this  affair,  see  Vol.  IV.  pp.'i47-  455ii 
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thoDielvM  injured  by  dieir  rulers,  are  sometimes,  bj 
E  mild  End  prudent  answer,  convinced  of  their  erroTi 
But  wliere  complaining  is  a  crime,  hope  becomes  de- 


Tbe  day  foBowing  I  received  a  written  notice  fitxn 
the  secretsy  of  the  general  postoffice,  that  his  Majes* 
ty*8  postmaster-general  found  it  nectuary  to  dismiss 
mm  koBk  my  office  of  deputy  postmaster-general  m 
North  America.  The  expression  was  well  chosen,  for 
in  tnith  they  were  tmder  a  necesHty  of  doing  it;  it 
was  not  thdr  own  inclination;  they  had  no  fault  to 
iad  with  my  conduct  in  the  office;  they  knew  my 
EKril  in  it,  and  that,  if  it  was  now  an  office  of  valuei 
it  had  become  such  chiefly  through  my  care  and  good 
— lagi'iiiMit;  that  it  was  worth  nothing,  when  given 
Id  ne;  it  would  not  then  pay  the  salary  allowed  me, 
Md,  imless  it  did,  I  was  not  to  expect  it;  and  that 
il  Eow  produces  near  three  thousand  pounds  a  yeat 
dev  to  the  treasury  here.  They  had  beside  a  per- 
regard  for  me.  But,  as  the  postoffices  in  all  the 
towns  are  growing  daily  more  and  more  val- 
Eible,  by  the  increase  of  correspondence,  the  officers 
paid  eommisshnM  instead  of  salaries^  the  mmis« 
seem  to  mtend,  by  directing  roe  to  be  displaced 
OE  this  occa^n,  to  hold  out  to  them  all  an  example, 
dbEt,  if  they  are  not  corrupted  by  their  office  to  i>ro- 
BKMe  the  measures  of  administration,  though  against 
the  interests  and  rights  of  the  colonies,  they  must  not 
expect  to  be  continue.  This  is  the  first  act  for  ex- 
tending the  influence  of  government  in  this  branch. 
Bat,  as  orders  have  been  some  time  since  given  to  the 
Amcfrican  postmaster-general,  who  uschI  to  have  the 
(fisposition  of  all  places  under  him,  not  to  fin  vacan- 
cies of  value,  tiD  notice  of  such   vacancies   had    l>een 

I  hkher,  and  instructions  thereupon  received   fitME 

TOL.   TUL  16  J^ 
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hence,  it  is  plain,  that  such  influence  is  to  be  a  part 
of  the  system ;  and  probable,  that  those  vacancies  will 
for  the  future  be  fiUed  by  oflScers  from  this  country. 
How  safe  the  correspondence  of  your  Assembly  com- 
mittees along  the  continent  will  be  through  the  hands 
of  such  officers  may  now  be  worth  consideration,  es- 
pecially as  the  postoffice  act  of  Parliament  allows  a 
postmaster  to  open  letters,  if  warranted  so  to  do  by 
the  order  of  a  secretary  of  state,  and  every  provincial 
secretary  may  be  deemed  a  secretary  of  state  iu  his 
own  province. 

It  is  not  yet  known  what  steps  will  be  taken  by 
government  with  regard  to  the  colonies,  or  to  our  prov- 
ince m  particular.  But,  as  inquiries  are  makmg  of  all 
who  come  from  thence,  concerning  the  late  riot,  and 
the  meetings  that  preceded  it,  and  who  were  speak- 
ers and  movers  at  these  meetings,  I  suspect  there  19 
some  mtention  of  seizmg  persons,  and  perhaps  of  send- 
mg  them  hither.  But  of  this  I  have  no  certabty.  No 
motion  has  yet  been  made  in  the  House  of  Conmions 
concerning  our  affairs;  and  that  made  in  the  House 
of  Lords  was  withdrawn  for  the  present  It  is  not 
likely,  however,  that  the  session  will  pass  over  with- 
out some  proceeding  relating  to  us,  though  perhaps  it 
is  not  yet  settied  what  the  measures  shall  be.  With 
my  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the  province,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c« 

B.  Fraitklin 
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TO   JOSEPH   OALLOWAT. 

Jkto  of  tim  Pemnmfltania  MsemUy.  —  Outran  Tea.— 
Uutckin8an*9  Letten. 

Umdm,  18  Ftbnwy,  1774. 

Dear  FmiEirD» 
Hie  acts  of  the  Febnuuy  sessioii,  1773,  are  at  last 
of  which  I  have  lately  acquainted  the  Com* 
They  are  now  before  the  Board  of  Trade. 
1  do  noc  yet  hear  of  any  objection  to  the  paper  mcmey 
bill  and  hope  there  can  be  none  that  we  shall  not 
f0l  orer.  I  observe  there  is  no  dedaraticm  of  the 
faloe  of  the  bills,  whether  proclamation  or  steriing.f 
PpMJily,  if  this  should  be  taken  notice  oC  it  may  be 
AoQght  too  loose  and  uncertain,  but  it  may  escape 
iMir  obsenration ;  and,  if  necessary,  you  can  by  a  little 
iHHilimint  ascertain  it 
The  treatment  of  the  tea  m  America  has  excited 


*  Tba  acts  of  %hm  PenosylTmnia  Aatembly,  aeot  orer  to  be  ^^^pnmd 
IfteXiUf. 
t  Li  (laeeo  AniM*i  iuati  the  currency  of  tiie  ealooiee  had  become  to 
,  by  the  diflbrrnt  denoouoatioiit  given  to  foreign  coin*  ia 
coiuuies,  tiut  shtf  laiued  a  procUmatioo,  dated  June  1^^ 
COI«  with  thr  dewign  of  intruducing  umformity.  The  proclamation  b*» 
gbt  ae  kii^om:  *•  \Vr,  hanng  had  under  our  conaidermlion  the  dtSaraal 
■tw  at  vh^h  the  aame  fpectea  of  furrign  coiiui  do  paaa  m  our  aeveral 
(4ai»L»ttuns  in  Auierica,  and  the  iiicoovenjeocea  thcreoi^  by 
ladarrcl  prmcucc  of  drawing  tlic  tnonry  fnicn  one  plantation  to  aA> 
to  thr  gn*At  (irrjudicr  of  the  trade  u(  our  eub/ecta,  and  beti^ 
that  th<*  same  cannot  be  otherwiM!  rrmedied,  than  by  reducing 
il  fBmga  cuin«  to  the  aaino  current  rate  within  all  our  docntniooa  in 
Aavnca,**  itc.  The  value  of  the  fon* ign  coim  m  circulation,  aa  proved 
iA  dM  mini,  m  neit  aUtf^d.  The  SemUt  pif*ce  of  eight,  or  dollar,  la  &m4 
iA  Ibof  ahilUnga  and  aiipf^ncc  ateriing.  The  ^crice  piece  of  eight  tkm 
mae ,  and  the  FiiUtr  picco  of  eight,  at  four  ahtllinga,  aix  peace,  aad 
fifoe  fmnhinga.  The  priKlamatMMi  then  proceeda ;  **  We  have  therelbft 
AQ«ght  dt,  tu€  remedying  the  aaid  tocuoveniencce,  by  the  advice  of 
fsi  Council,  lu  pobludi  and  declare,  that,  from  and  aflor  the  Ant  di^ 
iC  iaaoary  next  enauing  the  dale  hereof  no  Sevifio,  FiUar,  of  Meaoo 
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great  wrath  here;  but  how  that  will  vent  itself  is  not 
yet  known,  except  that  some  part  of  it  has  fallen  up- 
on me^  perhaps  from  a  suspicion  that  I  instigated  the 
opposition  to  its  importaticnu  This»  however,  is  not 
the  given  reason.  ^My  returning  Hutchinson's  and  Oli- 
ver's letters  to  Boston  is  held  out  to  the  public,  as 
the  great  offence  fcM*  which  I  am  deprived  of  my  of- 
fice. I  will  explain  to  you  my  conduct  in  that  matter. 
Those  letters,  which  had,  at  the  time,  been  shown 
about  here  to  several  persons,  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman,  who  produced  them  to  me,  to  convmce  me 
<^  the  truth  <^  a  fact,  the  possibility  <^  which  I  had 
in  conversation  denied,  namdly,  that  the  sending  troope 
to  Boston,  and  other  measures  so  offensive  to  the  peo* 
pie  c^  New  England,  did  not  arise  from  any  iaii^cil 
disposition  in  this  country  towards  them,  but 
projected,  proposed,  and  solicited,  by  some  of  the 
dpal  and  best  esteemed  of  their  own  people.  I 
convmced,  accordingly,  by  perusing  those  letta^  and 

jneces  of  eight,  though  of  the  full  weight  of  seventeen  penny  weigfcH 
and  a  half,  shall  be  accounted,  received,  taken,  or  paid,  within  any  of  ov 
■aid  colonies  or  plantations,  as  well  those  under  Proprietoni  and  Cfaa^ 
ters,  as  under  our  immediate  commission  and  government,  at  above  lilt 
rate  of  six  shillings  per  piece,  current  money,  for  the  discharge  of  waf 
contracts  or  bargains,  to  be  made  after  the  said  first  day  of  January  next* 

This  proclamation  not  proving  eflfectual  to  the  extent  deaied,  an  i0t 
of  Parliament  was  passed  three  years  afterwards,  inflicting  a  penaHy  ef 
ten  pounds,  and  six  months*  imprisonment,  upon  offenders  after  the  finl 
day  of  May,  1709,  but  not  compelling  any  person  to  take  the  coim  at 
the  prescribed  rates. 

Hence  the  currency,  in  which  a  dollar  was  estimated  at  six  afaining% 
was  called  Prodamatum  Money^  and  sometimes  Lauifid  Mfnuy,  "BtA 
these  names  continued  in  use  till  the  Revolution,  and  the  latter  till  the 
United  States  currency  became  established.  But  the  proclsmation  M 
not  wholly  effect  its  object;  for  in  several  of  the  colonies  the  deXtm 
continued  to  be  reckoned  at  more  than  six  shillings,  owing  to  tiie 
fluctuation  in  the  value  of  the  paper  currency  and  exchange.  See,  ott 
this  subject.  Vol  11.  p.  351 ;  and  Spakks's  L^fk  of  Chmvenmar  Mtrrkf 
Vol  L  pp.  373-980. 
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dKwgliC  k  migiil  hare  a  good  effect,  if  I  could  con* 
mmut  the  leaders  there  of  the  same  truth,  since  it 
wmdd  lemofe  much  of  their  reseotment  against  Brk* 
ak  as  a  harsh,  unkind * 


TO   SAMITEL  COOPCIL 

of  Dr.  PranUm  in  Canuquenu  of  $endmg 
BtUkmmnen  iMten.  —  French  Edition  of  hi$  Writ- 

Loodoa,  95  PcWotrf,  1774 

Dbae  Sib, 
I  have  written  a  pretty  full  account  to  the  Speaker 
of  tlie  treatment  their  petitk>n   and   their  agent  have 
leeeifed  here.    My  letter  went  to  Symea,  and  proba- 
\tf  y€ia  may  have  seen  it  before  this  can  reach  you; 
itfreCoie,  and  because  I  have  a  little  disorder  in  my 
^fia  al  present,  I  do  not  repeat  any  part  of  it  to  you, 
aor  can  I  well  send  a  copy  to  him. 
Toe  can  have  no  coik:eption  of  the  rage  the  min* 
people  have  been  in  with  me,  on  account  of  my 
those  letters.t    It  b  quite  incomprehensi- 
ble.   If  they  had  been  wise,  they  might  have  made  a 
pood  use  of  the  discov^,  by  agreeing  to  by  the 
of  our  differences  on   those,  from  whom,*  by 
letters,  it  appeared  to  have  arisen,  and  by  a 
ckoige  of  measures,  which  woukl  then  have  appeared 
BEtwal,  and  restored  the  harmony  between  the  two 
eoontries. 
I  send  directed   to  you  a  set  of  the  bUe  French 
of  my  Phik>sophical  Papers.!    There  are  in  it 


•  TW  rMMtader  of  iKm  l^Otr  m  km. 
i  UatdMOKMiVi  Ltttanu 

t  DttkMVf't  •dJIinA,  lA  tvo  foftfto  folunaa,  pvbliibdd  in   ITTSL     T» 
kii  vA  U  vrote,  September  lit,  1773;  **TlMri  m  a  Mw 
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several  pieces  not  in  the  English.  When  you  have 
looked  them  over,  please  to  give  them  to  Mr,  Win- 
throp  for  the  College  Library.  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
yom*s  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frakklut. 


TO   THOMAS   GUSHING. 

Petitions  to  Parliament  from  Americans  in  London. -^ 
JUarm  of  the  Manufactxxrers. — J^Tew  Measures  hoo- 
tUe  to  the  Colonies  expected. 

London,  3  April,  1774 

Sir, 
My  last  was  of  the  22d  past,  since  which  I  have 
received  none  of  your  favors.  I  mentioned  that  die 
bill  brought  into  Pariiament  for  punishing  Boston  mat 
with  no  opposition.  It  did,  however,  meet  with  a  fitde 
before  it  got  through,  some  few  of  the  members  speak* 
ing  against  it  m  the  House  olf  Commons,  and  more  m 
die  House  of  Lords.  It  passed,  however,  by  a  yerf 
great  majority  in  both,  and  recdved  the  royal  assent 
■    ■  ■.-.■■■.  .1  I    ..  1^ 

of  my  book  at  PaiiB,  and  printed  there^  being  the  third  editkn  ih 
French.  A  fifth  edition  ii  now  printing  here.  To  the  French  editiiM 
they  have  prefixed  a  print  of  your  old  husband,  which,  though  a  oof|f 
of  that  by  Chamberlin,  has  got  so  French  a  countenance,  that  yov 
would  take  him  for  one  of  that  lively  nation.'* 

The  portrait  by  Chamberlin,  which  is  here  mentioned,  is  one  of  tfai 
best  that  was  ever  taken  of  Dr.  Franklm.  It  was  painted  during  his  first 
mission  to  England,  and  beautifully  engraved  in  mezzo/tnto  by  Fisher. 
Re  is  represented  in  a  sitting  posture,  neariy  fbll  length,  and  engaged 
in  ezperimenti  with  his  electrical  bells,  which  hang  in  the  room  in  wJndi 
he  is  sitting.  Through  an  open  window  the  lightning  is  seen,  in  lilt 
distance,  descending  upon  an  edifice  and  rending  it  asunder.  In  site 
the  engraved  print  is  thirteen  inches  by  ten.  It  is  much  reduced  in 
the  copies,  which  have  been  made  fix>m  it,  and  in  some  of  them  the 
upper  part  of  the  figure  only  is  retained,  by  which  the  spirit  and  gen* 
end  eflbet  of  the  whole  are  lost. 


Mm.m.]  00&EC8PONDENCC.  119 

<m  Tbundmjr  the  31st  ptst    Tou  w31  hare  a  copy 
of  k  from  Mr.  Lee. 

In  mme  of  February  2d,  I  mformed  you,  that,  after 
the  treatmeot  I  had  received  at  the  Council  Board,  it 
WIS  not  possible  for  me  to  act  longer  as  your  agent, 
apprehending  I  could  as  such  be  of  no  fuither  use  to 
the  province.  I  have  nevertheless  given  what  assist- 
ance I  could,  as  a  private  man,  by  speaking  to  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses,  and  by  joining  in  the  petitions 
of  the  natives  of  America  now  happening  to  be  in 
Londoa,  which  were  ably  drawn  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  be 
pmatnted  separately  to  the  several  branches  of  the 
Isgislituie.  They  serve,  though  without  other  eflfect^ 
to  show  oar  soitiments,  and  that  we  did  not  look  on 
sad  let  the  act  pass  without  bearing  our  testimony 
it  And,  mdeed,  though  called  peHHoM  (fat 
another  jiame  they  would  not  have  been  receiv- 
ed) they  are  rather  remonstrances  and  protests. 

^  the  endosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Wakefield 
in  Tothsfaire  to  a  friend  of  mine,  you  will  see  thai 
the  manufecturers  begin  to  take  the  alarm.  Another 
non-importation  agreement  b  apprehended  by 
which  would  complete  their  ruin.  But  great 
are  taken  to  quiet  them  with  the  idea,  that 
must  immecliately  submit,  and  acknowledge  the 
of  Parliament,  for  that  none  of  the  other  col- 
wiD  adhere  to  them.  A  number  of  the  prind* 
manufacturers  from  diflferent  parts  of  the  kingdom 
now  in  town,  to  oppose  the  new  duty  on  foreign 
which  they  fear  may  provoke  the  Giermans  to 
ky  discouragements  on  British  manufactures.  They 
have  desired  me  to  meet  and  dine  with  them  on 
Wednesday  next,  where  I  shall  have  an  opportunity 
ef  learning  their  sentiments  more  fuOy,  and  communi- 
my  own. 
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Some  alterations  of  the  constitution  of  the  Massachu- 
setts  are  now  hotiy  talked  of;  though  what  they  are 
to  be,  seems  hardly  yet  setded.  One  thing  mentioned 
is  the  appointment  c^  the  Council  by  mandamus.  An- 
other, giving  power  to  the  gov^nor  to  appcnnt  magis- 
trates without  consent  of  Council.  Another,  the  abol- 
ishing of  town  meetmgs,  or  making  it  unlawful  to  hold 
them,  till  the  business  to  be  pressed  has  been  cer- 
tified to  the  governor,  and  his  permission  obtamed  A 
motion  has  also  been  made  in  the  House  of  Commonj^ 
with  a  view  to  conciliate,  as  is  said ;  that  all  tlie  du^ 
acts  should  be  revised,  and,  in  the  revisicm  and  rete^ 
acting,  without  formally  or  expresdy  rqsealing  the  tea 
duty  (which  would  hurt  the  dignity  of  PariiamentX 
sink  or  omit  it,  and  add  an  equal  value  in  some'cC: 
the  coasting  port  duties;  and  the  tea  duty,  being  tfaw 
taken  out  of  the  way,  it  is  supposed  ynll  faave.tl» 
salutary  effect  of  preventing  the  other  cofonies  bom 
making  a  common  cause  with  ours.  Some  adfata- 
tages  m  trade  are  at  the  same  time  to  be  given  to 
America  for  the  same  purpose,  such  as  carrying  wim 
and  fruit  directly  fix)m  Spain  and  Pcntugal,  without 
touchmg  in  England. 

I  send  enclosed  the  proceedings  c^  the  Lords  oi^ 
Wednesday,  which  show  their  zeal  in  the  business,  by 
appointing  a  committee  to  sit  during  the  recess  in  the 
Easter  holidays.    With  great  esteem,  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frakkuh. 
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TO   MBS.  DEBORAH    rRAKKUIf. 

Frop0$e$  to  return  Home.  —  TU neft  cmd  Death  of 
Mr*  HewiOfL 

Loim1oq,S  AprO^mi. 

Mt  dbae  Lote, 

I  hoped  to  hare  been  on  the  sea  in  my  return  by 
thii  tine ;  but  find  I  must  stay  a  few  weeks  longer, 
periMps  for  the  summer  ships.  Thanks  to  God^  I 
ooBtboe  wdl  and  hearty ;  and  I  hope  to  find  you  so^ 
when  I  hafe  the  happiness  once  more  of  seefaig  you. 

Tour  goddaughter,  Amelia  Evans  that  was,  (now 
Bairy,)  is  gone  again  with  her  husband  and  chfl- 
to  Tunis,  where  she  b  to  live  some  time,  while 
her  husband,  who  is  captam  of  a  ship,  trades  m  those 
MHL  Encbsed  I  send  the  affectionate,  sensiUe,  letter 
9km  wrote  to  me  on  takmg  leave. 

My  Messing  to  the  children.  Mrs.  Hewson's  have 
Istoiy  had  the  smallpox ;  the  eldest  m  the  common  way 
very  fiiD,  the  youngest  by  inoculation  lighdy,  and  both 
wn  mom  weO.  But  Mr.  Hewson  b  down  with  a  ter- 
rible fever,  and  tiD  yesterday  hb  Ufe  was  despaired  ot 
We  DOW  begm  to  hope*  hb  recovery,  I  shall  give 
jmi  another  fine  by  the  packet  of  next  week,  and  am, 
if  ever,  dear  Debby,  your  affectionate  husband, 

B.  FaAKKLur.^ 


la  noclier  letter,  datH  Majt  5th,  be  Mid;  ••Our  htuStj  han  is  fai 
Poor  Mri.  Ilrwtiofi  Iim  loet  her  boibM^  aad  Mia 
ber  too-iD-Uw.  Hi*  diH  laM  Sunday  momiaf  of  a  finrar, 
wtecb  bafl«d  the  akill  of  oar  beat  ph/fictana.  He  waa  an  exceOaat 
fa«if  man,  toff dumm,  mduirtruMUH  naefbl,  and  belored  by  aQ  tiMt  knew 
bHL  Ha  vaa  joat  eatabliahed  in  a  fwofiuble,  frowiaf  btiatnaaa,  with 
te  beet  prMpecta  of  bnnfinf  up  hta  youaf  family  advantafe^naly. 
TWy  vera  a  bappj  couple.    All  ibetr  achemea  of  life  are  now  over* 


TOL.  Tin.  16 


122  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [J5t.0B. 

TO   THOMAS   CVSniNG. 

Massachusetts  Affairs.  —  Lord  Chatham.  —  Postcffice. 

London,  1  June,  1774. 

S^^ 

I  received  your  respected  favor  of  March  31st,  with 
another  of  the  same  date  from  the  Committee.  The 
latest  of  my  letters,  which  had  then  come  to  your 
hands,  was  of  January  7th,  since  which  I  have  written 
several,  contammg  a  full  account  of  the  hearing  on  die 
petition,  the  intended  acts  against  our  provmce,  die 
petition  presented  by  the  natives  of  America  at  this 
time  residing  here,  and  the  appomtment  of  General 
Gage  as  governor.  And  in  the  course  of  last  mondi 
I  sent  you,  by  various  conveyances,  under  covers,  wifli 
only  a  line  or  two,  copies  of  the  acts  themselves,  and 
other  public  papers  and  pamphlets.  With  this  I  en- 
close a  list  of  your  new  Council,  the  Quebec  biD,  an 
abstract  of  the  resolutions  for  laying  duties  on  that 
province,  and  some  papers  contaming  the  two  protests  of 
the  Lords,  and  a  list  of  those  who  have  voted  againat 
the  bSls. 

Lord  Chatham,  being  ill  at  the  time,  could  not  be 
present,  or  he  would  probably  have  voted  on  the  same 
side.  He  has  since  appeared  in  the  House,  and  de- 
livered his  sentiments  fully  on  the  American  measures, 
blamed  us  for  destroying  the  tea,  and  our  declarations 
c^  independence  on  the  Parliament;  but  condemned 
strongly  the  measures  taking  here  in  consequence,  and 
spoke  honorably  of  our  province  and  people,  and  of 
their  conduct  in  the  late  war.* 

*  Lord  Chatham  said,  in  the  speech  here  alluded  to ;  **  If  we  tdos 
A  transient  view  of  those  motives,  which  induced  the  anceston  of  oar 
fellow  subjects  in  America,  to  leave  their  native  country  to 
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Mr.  Lee  has  gone  to  make  the  tour  of  France  and 
Italy,  and  probably  will  be  absent  near  a  year.  Just 
befiore  his  departure  he  drew  up,  at  my  instance,  a 
kiftd  of  answer  to  the  Lords'  Committee's  Report,  for 
which  I  furnished  him  with  most  of  the  materiab.  I 
e&do0e  a  copy  of  it  I  had  resigned  your  agency  to 
lum,  expecting  to  leave  England  about  the  end  of 
tUs  month ;  but  on  his  departure  he  has  returned  me 
an  the  papers,  and  I  feci  myself  now  under  a  kind  of 
necessify  of  continuing,  till  you  can  be  acquainted  with 
thb  circumstance,  and  have  time  to  give  further  orders. 

I  shall  apply  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  Committee,  and  ^lite  to  them  fuDy, 
at  aooii  as  I  have  his  Lordship's  answer. 

Your  friendly  concern  on  my  account,  lest  the  pix>- 
JKt  for  a  subscription  postoffice  in  America  shoukl 
prove  prejudicial  to  me,  is  very  obliging ;  but  you  muat 
have  learnt,  before  this  time,  that  it  was  then  super- 
iiious,  my  place  having  been  taken  from  me  on  the 
31st  of  Januar}\  As  the  salary  I  received  m  that  of- 
foe  b  now  ceased,  and  I  have  been  lately  at  near  two 
boodred  pounds'  expense  on  the  province  account  in 
various  ways,  I  am  obliged  to  request,  that  some  means 
■ay  be  falkn  upon  of  making  me  a  remittance  here; 
far  I  have  little  exiKx:tation  that  the  instruction  will  be 
recalled  on  my  application.  With  great  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c« 

B.  FRAirsLnf. 


tfbt  iamtcnenbte  dttScottiM  of  th«  uneiplor^d  rcfpoM  of  tlie  wtwurm 
wnM,  oar  t«UmtBhfDrnt  tt  Ox*  prroent  conduct  of  Xh^'ir  dMcendanU 
wWL  tMattrmlly  •obtudr.  ThfTf  wo  no  cornrr  of  Uk*  woHd  into  wbtch 
■ra  of  thrtr  frrr  and  cnt«*rpri«ing  fpirtt  would  not  fly  with  alacrity, 
raUbfT  than  tulmut  tn  thr  •laruh  and  tyrannical  principle*,  which  pre- 
viiM  at  that  p^nod  in  their  native  country.  And  thai]  we  wonder, 
#  the  deecendanta  of  MKh  tIlti«tnoQe  charmcten  tpum  with  contempt 
Itee  haad  of  tmcooftitutional  power,  that  would  tnatch  frocn  them  mrh 
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TO   MIL   COOMBE.* 

Bishop  of  St.  AsapKs  Speech.  — Poetry.  —  Use  of 
Eloquence  in  a  Preacher. 

London,  23  July,  1774. 

Dear  Friend, 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  yours  of  May  ISth, 
as  it  mformed  me  of  your  health  and  happiness.  I 
thank  you  for  your  Sermon,  which  I  read  with  satis- 
faction. I  am  glad  that  of  my  good  Bishop  t  pleased 
ydu.  I  enclose  a  speech  of  his  on  the  same  subject 
It  is  deemed  here  a  masterpiece  of  eloquence.  I  send 
also  the  last  edition  of  some  lines  of  your  friend  Gold* 
smith,  with  the  addition  of  my  friend  Whitefoord's  epi- 
taph, whom  you  may  remember.  Also  the  Herok 
Postscript,  the  author  of  which  is  yet  imknown.  He 
may  be  fond  of  fame  as  a  poet ;  but,  if  he  is,  his  pru- 
dence predominates  at  present,  and  prevails  with  him 
to  shun  it 

That  which  you  are  acquiring,  as  an  orator,  gives 
me  pleasure  as  your  friend ;  and  it  will  give  you  die 
most  solid  satisfaction,  if  you  find  that  by  your  elo- 
quence you  can  turn  many  to  righteousness.  Without 
this  efiect,  the  preacher  or  the  priest,  in  my  opinion, 
is  not  merely   sounding  brass  or  a  tinkling  c}rmbal, 

dear-bought  privileges  as  they  now  contend  for?**  See  the  whole 
speech  in  Dkbrbtt's  Parliamenianf  DehaUSt  Vol.  VII.  p.  10. 

*  In  a  letter  to  his  son,  dated  London,  February  3d,  1773,  Dr.  Frank- 
lin says ;  "  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Coombet 
whom  I  recommend  to  your  friendship  as  a  young  gentleman  of  great 
merit,  integrity,  and  abilities.  He  has  acquired  the  esteem  of  all  that 
knew  him  here,  not  as  an  excellent  preacher  only,  but  as  practising  tke 
morality  he  preached.  I  wish  him  a  good  settlement  in  his  natiTe 
country,  but  I  think  he  would  better  have  found  his  interest  in  remain- 
ing here.** 

t  Bishop  of  St  Asaph. 
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which  are  mnocent  things;  he  b  rather  Uke  the  am- 
niDg  man  in  the  Old  Bailey,  who  conjures  and  telli 
fools  their  fortunes  to  cheat  them  out  of  their  monej. 
Mrs.  Sterenson  and  Mrs,  Hewson  return  your  com- 
piments,  with  their  best  wishes.  We  hare  lost  Mr. 
UewsoQ,  and  a  great  loss  it  was.  My  respects  to  your 
good  bther.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  bebere  me, 
youn  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAmoLDr. 


TO    MRS.   DEBORAH   IRAHRUlf. 

LooaoQ,  «  Mj,  1774. 

Mt  dear  Child, 

I  have  had  no  Ibe  from  you  by  several  late  oppor- 
I  flatter  myself  it  is  owmg  not  to  indis|X>- 
but  to  the  opinion  of  my  hanng  left  Enghiid, 
which  mdeed  I  hope  soon  to  da 

I  eodose  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  yov 
goddaughter,  Mrs.  Barry.  I  wrote  to  you  before,  that 
ike  had  married  the  captam  of  a  ship  m  the  Levant 
mde.  She  b  now  again  at  Tunis,  where  you  will  see 
ike  has  lately  lain  b  of  her  third  child.  Her  father, 
fOQ  know,  was  a  geographer,^  and  hb  daughter  has 
aome  connenon,  I  think,  with  the  whole  gkbe ;  being 
bom  herself  in  America,  and  having  her  first  child  in 
Asia,  her  second  m  Europe,  and  now  her  third  in 
AihcR. 

Mrs.  Stevenson  presents  her  best  respects.  She  toe 
ii  very  happy  in  her  two  grandsons.  Her  daughter, 
ov  poor  Folly,  who  lately  lost  her  good  husband,  has 


*  Ijfwm  Rvmiw,  of  PluUul^Iphta,  xht  atrthor  of  mtpt  tad  fijugupii* 

OQ   MMDt   ptitfl   of  AMWnCtb 
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become  rich  by  the  death  of  her  aunt    I  am  ever, 
my  dear  Debby,  your  aflfectionate  husband, 

B.  Frakklut. 


FROM    A    COMMITTEE   OF   XEW   JERSEY 
TO  B.    FRAXKLIX. 


Making  Inquiry  respecting  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Administration  in  England. 

Burlington,  26  July,  1774. 

Sir, 

At  the  last  session  of  Assembly  we  were  appomted 
a  conmiittee,  to  obtain  amongst  other  things  the  most 
early  and  authentic  intelligence  of  all  acts  and  reso- 
lutions of  the.  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  pro- 
ceedings of  administration,  that  may  have  relation  to^ 
or  any  ways  affect,  the  liberties  and  priyileges  of 
America. 

We  know  of  no  person  so  proper  to  make  applica- 
tk)n  to,  on  this  occasion,  as  to  you,  our  Agent;  and 
we  should  be  glad  if  you  would  favor  us  with  aay, 
that  should  come  to  your  knowledge,  or  that  you  would 
point  out  any  more  proper  mode  to  enable  us  mote 
effectually  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  we  are 
appointed. 

We  are  sensible  of  the  difficulties,  which  an  atten- 
tion to  your  trust  has  already  laid  you  imder;  and  it 
will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  find  you  rise  superior  to 
all  the  late  attempts  to  do  you  prejudice.  Perhaps  the 
request  we  make  may  be  attended  with  an  impro- 
priety, which  escaped  our  attention.  If  it  does,  be 
pleased  to  favor  us  with  your  sentiments;  they  wiD 
Vre  received  with  great  respect  on  this,  or  on  any  other 
occasion ;  for,  with  great  truth  we  can  assure  you,  that 
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we  should  be  gbd  of  all  opportunities  to  show  the  high 
esteem  we  entertain  of  your  integrity,  as  well  as  of 
your  abifities.  We  are  your  roost  humble  senrants 
and  friends, 

Samuel  Tucker, 
John  Mehelm, 
Robert  F.  Price, 
Henrt  Paxsopi. 


from   JAMES   B0WlX>nr   TO  B.   FRAKKLnr. 

Excitement  produced  in  America  by  the  Acte  of 
Parliament  relating  to  the  OUoniee. 

Bostoo,  6  SepUnber,  1774 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  mtrodudng  me  to 
die  acquamtance  of  General  Lee.  He  came  hither 
from  the  southward  about  a  month  aga  The  several 
acts  of  Parliament,  relatire  to  this  town  and  promce, 
wiD  instamp  infamy  on  the  present  administration,  and 
k  is  probable  that  they  themselves  will  soon  see  the 
beginning  of  it  The  spirit  those  acts  have  raised 
thfoughout  the  colonies  b  surprising.  It  was  not  pro* 
pagated  from  colony  to  colony,  but  burst  forth  m  aD 
of  them  spontaneously,  as  soon  as  the  acts  w^e  known ; 
and  there  is  reason  to  hope  it  will  be  prcxluctive  of 
a  union,  that  will  work  out  the  salvation  of  the  whole. 
The  Congress  now  holding  at  Philadelphia,  which  was 
iBtended  to  eflect  such  a  union,  it  is  earnestly  wished 
may  be  the  means  of  establishing,  on  a  just  and  con- 
stitutional baids,  a  bsting  harmony  between  Britain  and 
the  aitonies.  In  the  mean  time,  we,  in  this  province^ 
are,  and  shall  be,  in  a  disagreeable  state,  occasJooad 
by  the  abovementioned  acts. 
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The  Port  Act  is  made  much  worse,  than  it  is  in 
itself,  by  the  executors  of  it,  who  have  laid  restraints 
not  warranted  by  the  act,  and  in  many  instances  of 
their  conduct  have  appeared  destitute  of  every  sentt* 
ment  of  humanity.  This  act  was  intended  to  be  tem- 
porary, but  its  continuance  will  depend  on  the  minis- 
try.  However,  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  some  time 
or  other  have  an  end.  But  the  act  for  reducing  the 
provmce  to  a  military  government,  from  which  mcMne 
numerous  and  extensive  evils  will  accrue,  was  mtend- 
ed  to  be  perpetual  The  people  of  the  province  are 
highly  and  universally  incensed  at  it,  and  appear  de- 
termined, even  if  they  should  stand  alone,  not  to  sub- 
mit to  it,  be  the  consequences  what  they  may.  And 
the  other  governments,  those  of  New  England  espe- 
cially, are  as  much  mcensed  as  they,  and  wiE  not 
suffer  it  to  be  carried  into  execution. 

Six  regiments  are  now  here,  i(hd  General  Gage,  it 
is  said,  has  sent  for  two  or  three  from  Canada,  and 
expects  soon  two  more  from  Ireland.  Whether  ha 
will  think  these,  or  a  much  greater  number  added  to 
them,  sufficient  to  enforce  submission  to  the  act,  his 
letters  to  ministry  will  inform  them,  and  time,  every- 
body else.  In  apricum  proferet  atas.  A  sort  of  en- 
thusiasm seems  universally  prevalent,  and  it  has  been 
gready  heightened  by  the  Canada  Act  ioc  the  encour^ 
aging  and  establishing  Popery.  ^^Pro  oris  et  fodi, 
our  all  is  at  stake,"  is  the  general  cry  throughout  the 
country.  Of  this  I  have  been  in  some  measure  a  wit- 
ness, having  these  two  months  past  been  joumejing 
about  the  provmce  with  Mrs.  Bowdoin,  on  account  of 
her  health ;  the  bad  state  of  which  has  prevented  my 
attending  the  Congress,  for  which  the  Assembly  thought 
pn^r  to  appomt  me  one  of  their  committee.  But  it 
b  needless  to  enlarge  on  the  subject  of  American  sf» 
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aj  the  worthy  and  ingenious  gentleman,  Mn  Jo- 
Quincy,  Junior,  of  distinguished  abilities  m  the 
profession  of  the  law,  who  does  me  the  favor  to  take 
dbarge  of  this  tetter,  can  gire  you  the  fullest  informa- 
tini  concerning  them ;  and  his  information  may  be  de- 
pended on.  To  him  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you,  and 
al  the  same  time  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  him 
to  your  friendship  and  acquaintance.* 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  my  mdigna- 
tioii  at  the  unworthy  treatment  you  received  from  Wed- 
derbum,  whose  illiberal  and  impertinent  harangue  an- 
swered neither  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended. It  neither  exculpated  his  client,  nor  fixed  any 
dbbooor  on  you.  The  dishonor  of  such  Billingsgate 
ii  aD  his  own,  unless  those  that  suffered  it  be  entitled 
to  a  part  of  it 

I  am  glad  to  understand  your  retirement  is  not  dia- 
phastng  to  you.  In  one  view  of  it  I  am  sure  it  wiD 
•01  be  dispieasmg  to  the  friends  of  science ;  as  it  wiD 
give  you  a  further  opportunity  of  exerting  your  happy 
^BBius  m  the  walks  of  philosophy.  I  am,  with  real 
and  great  esteem,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

James  Bowdoih. 

P.  S.  I  cannot  kam  for  what  r^son  Mr.  Temple 
WIS  displaced.  The  only  one  I  have  heard  of^  the 
sending  here  the  k;tters  of  certain  persons,  you  have 
deariy  and  fully  ol)%'iated,  by  publicly  takmg  upoo 
yoursi'lf  that  most  mt^ritohous  act 

*  Jommh  Quiocy,  Jumitr,  wu  one  of  the  abled  and  meat  ar^nt  of 
tfbt  pUnoU,  wbr)  cng^aff^d  it  thia  period  in  the  caiiM  of  their  coaoCiy. 
Bm  v^fM  tn  RnfUad,  «berr  he  rraMioed  a  lev  iooiiUm  in  a  rtry  hMm 
mM«  M  hraJth,  which  continu«Nl  dunaf  hia  toy%g9  kmmr,  U«  ^#4 
«i  hoaH  th<*  Te«M>l,  when  tt  was  in  Mfht  of  land,  approachtnf  BoiUMi 
If^iiiif,  April  VUi,  177S«  at  the  eaHy  af*  of  thirtjr-ona.  The  inUraati^f 
Ml  vahiahk  Mtmmir  ^  Au  £V«  P«i^lii*wd  hj  hm  mm,  m  w%Vi 
VOL.  VIII.  17 
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TO    WILUAM    FRANKLIN. 

Concludes  to  remain  in  England  tUl  he  learns  the 
Result  of  the  first  Congress. —  Thinks  the  Bosto* 
nians  ought  not  to  pay  for  the  Tea  that  was  de^ 
strayed.  —  Sir  William  Johnson. 

London,  7  September,  1774 

Dear  Son, 

I  am  glad  you  have  met  with  my  friend  Barrows. 
I  wbh  you  to  cultivate  his  acquamtance,  and  that  of 
Mrs.  Barrows,  who  is  an  amiable  woman.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  Mr.  Panton  for  his  information  relating  to 
Mr.  Parker's  afimrs.  Cousin  Jonathan  Williams  is  now 
with  me,  and  engaged  in  posting  and  settling  mj  ac- 
counts, which  will  be  done  before  the  next  packet^ 
when  I  shall  send  what  concerns  Parker's. 

Tou  mention,  that  my  presence  is  wished  for  at  the 
Congress ;  but  no  person  besides  in  America  has  givea 
me  the  least  mtimation  of  such  a  desire,  and  it  it 
thought  by  the  great  fiiends  of  the  colonies  here,  that 
I  ought  to  stay  till  the  result  of  the  Congress  aniyes^ 
when  my  presence  here  may  be  useful.  All  depends 
on  the  Americans  themselves.  If  they  make,  and  keep 
firmly,  resolutions  not  to  consume  British  manufactures 
till  their  grievances  are  redressed,  this  ministry  must 
fell,  and  the  laws  be  repealed.  This  is  the  opinkxi 
of  all  the  wise  men  here. 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  proposal  you  have  made  tor  a 
congress  of  governors.  I  do  not  wonder  so  much  as 
you  do,  that  the  Massachusetts  have  not  offered  pay- 
ment for  the  tea.  First,  because  of  the  uncertamty  of 
ihe  act,  which  gives  them  no  security  that  the  port 
shall  be  opened  on  their  making  that  payment,  Sec- 
(H)dly,  no  precise  sum  is  demanded.    Thirdly,  no  one 
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knows  what  will  satisfy  the  custom-house  oflScers;  nor 
who  the  others  are,  that  must  be  satisfied ;  nor  whiE 
w9l  satisfy  them*  And  fourthly,  they  are  in  the  King's 
power,  after  all,  as  to  how  much  of  the  port  shaD  be 
opeoed.  As  to  **  doing  justice  before  they  ask  it,**  thai 
shouk)  hare  been  thought  of  by  the  legislature  here, 
before  they  demanded  it  of  the  Bostonians.  They 
have  extorted  many  thousand  pounds  from  America 
unconstitutionally,  under  cok)r  of  acts  of  Parliament, 
and  with  an  armed  force.  Of  this  money  they  ought 
ID  make  restitution.  They  might  first  hare  taken  oot 
payment  ibr  the  tea,  and  returned  the  rest  But  you, 
who  are  a  thorough  courtier,  see  every  thmg  with 
government  eyes. 

I  am  sorry  far  the  loss  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  es- 
peciaDy  at  this  time  of  danger  from  an  Indian  war.^ 
I  see  by  the  papers  that  you  were  with  him  at  die 
A  Spanish  war  is  now  seriously  apprehended; 
the  stocks  of  course  are  fallhig.  The  August 
packet  is  hourly  expected,  when  I  hope  to  hear  of 
your  safe  return  and  health.     Your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Frakkuk. 


TO    PETER   TIMOTHY,   CHARLESTON,   SOUTH   CAROUHA* 

S^ieuMM  of  the  Cangren  mil  depend  an  the  Unae^ 
unity  and  Firmnenn  of  its  Membere. 

London,  7  SepUnber,  1774 

Dear  Sir, 
I   receirecl   your  favor  of  May  26th,  and  am  much 
obfiged  by  your  kind  invitation  to  your  house,  whieh 


•  Wkr  WillMin  Johnvm  dkd  at  the  phet  of  hkt  ramd«fic«,  omt  te 
iwk  EiT«r,  o«  tlM  lllk  of  Jolf,  1771 
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I  should  certainly  accept  with  pleasure,  if  I  should  erer 
go  to  Carolma. 

Tou  wish  me  to  correspond  with  you  on  pubfie 
afiairs.  Those  relatmg  to  America  have  been,  and  stS 
continue,  m  so  disagreeable  a  situation,  that  I  caimot 
write  to  you  upon  them  with  pleasure.  Much  de- 
pends on  yourselves.  If  at  the  intended  congress  your 
deputies  are  nearly  unanimous  in  declaring  your  i^hta^ 
and  m  resolving  firmly  agamst  all  importations  fixxn 
hence  till  those  rights  are  acknowledged  here,  yoa 
cannot  well  fail  of  carrying  your  pomt  This  ministij 
must  go  out,  and  give  place  to  men  of  juster  and 
m(»«  generous  principles.    If  you  divide,  you  are  lost 

I  believe  I  shall  stay  here  another  winter,  and  Mi 
be  glad  to  hear  of  the  welfare  of  you  and  yours.  My 
love  and  blessing  to  my  littie  namesake.  If  you  send 
me  any  of  your  papers  by  the  packet,  I  shall  recdve 
them  free  of  expense ;  for,  though  I  now  pay  (at  my 
letters,  they  do  not  charge  me  {or  newspapers.  I  am 
ever,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.   FRAKKLUr. 


FROM   SAMUEL   COOPER  TO   B.   FRANKLIN. 

Popular  Excitement  in  Massachusetts.  —  Toum  Meet^ 
ings.  —  General  Gage.  —  Military  Force.  —  JoHah 
Quincy^  Junior. 

Boeton,  9  September,  1774 

Dear  Sir, 
My  last  was  on  the  15th  of  August,  in  which  I 
gave  you  some  account  of  the  state  of  our  afiairs. 
About  twenty  of  the  Council  appointed  by  the  Kng 
took  the  oath ;  smce  which  one  hal^  not  being  able  to 
stand  the  public  odium,  have  resigned.    AD,  who  now 
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hold  the  commissions,  not  living  b  Boston,  have  re- 
tired b&re^  under  the  protection  of  the  army.  Our 
waptiiot  court  of  justice  met  here,  with  the  chief  jus- 
tice at  their  head;  but  the  juries,  to  a  man,  refused 
to  tore.  The  courts  through  the  province  are  at  an 
md.  Sberifls,  justices,  and  clerks  have  either  made 
their  peace  with  the  people,  by  solemnly  promismg  not 
to  act  upon  the  new  laws,  or  have  fied  to  this  poor 
praacnbed  town  as  an  asylum.  The  lieutenant-gover- 
nor,  who  was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission  as 
oouaseUor,  at  his  house  in  Cambridge,  being  sunound* 
ed  with  (bur  thousand  people ;  and  his  neighbours,  Sew* 
all  the  attorney -generai,  sheriff  Fhips,  and  Borland,  live 
m  Boston.  Town  meetings  are  held  all  over  the  prey- 
iwe;  even  at  Salem  and  in  Danvers,  while  G^ieral 
Gage  resided  there  with  a  regiment  and  two  addi- 
tioiial  companies.  He,  indeed,  ordered  a  warrant  to 
be  made  out  against  the  committee  of  corre^xmdence 
m  Salem,  who  called  the  meeting.  Two  gave  bonds 
tot  their  appearance,  three  refused  and  were  let  alone. 
The  justice,  I  am  told,  who  i^^sued  the  warrant,  has 
■Dce  acknowledged  his  error,  and  asked  pardon  of  the 
people. 

These  things  have  been  effected  chiefly  by  county 
nieetini(!i.  comjKised  of  deiejcatcs  from  the  several  towns. 
A  provincial  congress  of  delegates  from  all  the  coun- 
ties b  s«^m  to  be  held  at  ConcfHtl.  The  people  say, 
their  all  is  at  stake;  they  act  only  on  the  defensive; 
should  (hey  alk>w  the  new  regulations  to  take  place, 
property  and  life  are  at  the  merry  of  men  incensed 
against  them,  and  tiiey  should  soon  be  incapabb  of 
making  any  opposition,  even  a  commereial  one.  The 
people  assembled  at  Cambridge  were  bndholders,  led 
by  captains  of  the  towns,  n^presentatives,  and  com- 
mittee-men.    The   selectmen  and  committee   of  cor- 

TOL.  TIIJ.  L 
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respondence  for  this  town  went  fix)m  hence  to  confer 
with  them,  and  prevent  thmgs  from  coming  to  extremi- 
ties ;  for  a  rumor  had  been  propagated,  that  the  whole 
country,  mcensed  at  the  govemor^s  taking  the  provin- 
cial powder  by  a  party  of  soldiers  from -Charieslpwn, 
and  mflamed  by  false  reports,  were  commg  to  Boston 
to  demand  the  restitution  of  the  powd«*,  in  the  face 
of  the  army.  Happily  this  did  not  prove  true;  and, 
if  there  were  any  misapprehensions  in  the  body,  they 
were  removed  by  the  representations  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Boston,  who  observed  to  them,  that  the  governor 
had  a  right  to  dispose  of  the  provincial  military  stores, 
though  not  those  that  belong  to  the  towns,  whidi  be 
had  not  'as  yet  touched. 

This  movement  of  the  governor  occasioned,  hofweter, 
an  extensive  alarm.  Reports  flew  through  the  coun- 
try, that  he  was  disaoining  the  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
and  seizmg  all  the  ammunition  through  the  iMt)vince; 
and  that  tha  fleet  and  army  had  attacked  the  town. 
These  false  reports  bemg  credited  for  a  while,  many 
thousands  of  people,  especially  in  the  western  parts . 
of  the  province,  were  immediately  in  arms,  and  in  Ml 
march  for  this  place,  to  relieve  their  brethren,  or  diare 
their  fate.  Thousands  were  in  motion  from  Connecti- 
cut ;  for  the  New  England  provinces  are  one  in  senti- 
ment and  spirit  upon  these  matters;  but,  being  m- 
formed  of  facts,  they  quietly  returned  home,  sending 
their  messengers  from  all  quarters,  signifying  their  de- 
termmation  to  act  unitedly  upon  any  warrantable  oc- 
casion. 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  Commissioner  HaQowdl 
passed  through  Cambridge,  whfle  the  body  was  there. 
He  had  gone  by,  some  tune,  when  it  was  stated  by 
somebody,  that  it  might  be  proper  to  have  a  confer- 
ence widi  him.    A  number  cf  men  on  horsebadc  in- 
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Mandy  set  out  to  bring  bim  back,  but  were  stopped 
JDUDcdiately  by  some  gentleineii  from  Boston,  and  dis- 
suaded  from  tbeir  puipose.  A  single  horseman  of  his 
own  head  went  on,  and,  coming  up  to  him  in  a  chaise 
with  a  companion  and  servant  on  horseback,  told  him 
he  must  stop  and  go  back.  Hailowell  snapped  his 
pbtol  twice  at  him,  got  upon  his  servant's  horse,  rode 
with  the  utmost  speed  to  to^n,  followed  by  the  horse- 
man, tS  he  came  w*ithin  call  of  the  guard  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town. 

An  apprehension  was  soon  spread  through  the  camp, 
that  the  countr)*  was  coming  in  against  them  in  armed 
Multitudes.  The  guards  were  doubled,  cannon  were 
placed  on  the  Neck,  and  the  army  lay  on  their  arms 
through  the  night  The  entrance  into  this  town  is 
low  fortifying  by  the  soldier)'.  The  selectmen  have 
leoKiiistrated  to  the  governor,  that,  if  it  goes  on,  the 
iihabitants  are  so  uneasy,  they  must  abandon  the  town; 
which  they  declare  they  had  rather  dO|  and  see  it  m 
flaoies,  than  be  totally  enslaved  in  it.  Transports  are 
despatched  to  New  York  and  Quebec  for  more  troops, 
though  we  have  already  five  regiments,  with  a  large 
train ;  one  more  at  the  Castle,  and  another  coming  from 
Salem.  At  that  place  about  thirty  chests  of  tea  lately 
arrived  (rom  I^mdon,  which  the  inliabitants  will  not 
permit  to  be  landed.  What,  my  dear  Sir,  will  be  the 
end  of  these  things?  The  countr)^  seems  determined 
to  run  all  hazanls  in  defence'  of  their  rights. 

1  !«end  this  by  Mr.  Quincy,  a  gentleman  bred  to 
the  law,  highly  esteemed  f(»r  hLs  parts  and  learning, 
a  warm  friend  to  the  rights  of  America.  He  has  pub- 
ished  a  i>amphl(!t  on  the  Port  Bill,  and  been  encour- 
aged by  some  of  the  must  respectable  gentlemen  among 
oa  to  make  a  vUit  to  England,  as  he  is  capable  of 
giviDg  the  best  account  of  our  afiairs.     To  him  I  must 
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refer  you  for  farther  particulars.  I  have  wrote  facts  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge,  and,  leaving  you  to  reason 
or  conjecture  from  them,  I  am,  &c. 

Samuel  Cooper. 


TO  MRS.   JANE   MECOM. 

^buse  from  his  Enemies.  —  False  Reports  respecting 
his  Conduct 

London,  76  September,  1774. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  hope  you  continue  in  health,  as  I  do,  thanks  to 
God.  But  I  wish  to  know  how  you  fare  in  the  pres* 
ent  distress  of  our  dear  country.  I  am  apprehensivie^ 
that  the  letters  between  us,  though  very  innocent  ones^ 
are  intercepted.  They  might  restore  to  me  yours  «t 
least,  after  reading  them ;  especially  as  I  never  com- 
plain of  broken,  patched-up  seals  (of  late  very  com- 
mon), because  I  know  not  on  whom  to  fix  the  fact 

I  see  m  a  Boston  paper  of  August  18th,  an  artide 
expressing,  "  that  it  is  generally  believed  Dr.  Franklin 
has  received  a  promise  of  being  restored  to  the  rojral 
favor,  and  promoted  to  an  office  superior  to  that  whidi 
he  resigned."  I  have  made  no  public  answer  to  any 
of  the  abuses  I  have  received  in  the  papers  here,  nor 
shall  I  to  this.  But  as  I  am  anxious  to  preserve  your 
good  opinion,  and  as  I  know  your  sentiments,  and 
that  you  must  be  much  afflicted  yourself,  and  even 
despise  me,  if  you  thought  me  capable  of  accepting 
any  office  from  this  government,  while  it  is  acting  with 
so  much  hostility  towards  my  native  country,  I  cannot 
miss  this  first  opportimity  of  assuring  you,  that  there 
is  not  the  least  foundation  /or  such  a  report ;  that,  so 
far  from  having  any  promise  of  royal  favor,  I  hear  of 
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MChiDg  but  ro]ral  and  ministerial  dis[deasure ;  whicht 
bdeed,  as  things  at  present  standi  I  consider  as  an 
booor.  I  bare  seen  no  minister  since  January,  nor 
kad  the  least  communication  with  thenu  The  gen- 
erous  and  noble  friends  of  America  in  both  Houses 
do  bdeed  favor  me  with  their  notice  and  regard ;  but 
they  are  in  disgrace  at  court,  as  well  as  myself.  Be 
itiarfied,  that  I  shall  do  nothing  to  lessen  me  b  your 
esteem,  or  my  own.  I  shall  not,  by  the  least  cod- 
cuirence  with  the  present  measures,  merit  any  court 
Gifor,  nor  accept  of  any,  if  it  were  offered  me,  which, 
howeTer,  is  not  at  all  likely  to  happen. 

As  those  here,  who  most  bterest  themselves  b  be* 
kaif  of  America,  conceive,  that  my  bebg  present  at  the 
antral  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  and  the 
iifitmg  of  Parliament  may  be  of  use,  I  submit  to  their 
judgment,  and  think  it  now  likely,  that  I  shall  not  ra- 
tS  spring.    I  am  ever,  Suu 

B.  Feaksldt. 


TO    RICHARD   BACHC 

Introducing  Thonuu  Paine. 

Loodott,  30  SepdembOT,  1774 

Dear  Sobt, 
The  bearer,  Mr.  Thomas  Pabe,  is  very  well  recom- 
ided  to  me,  as  an  ingenious,  worthy  young  man. 
He  %ocs  to  Pennsylvania  with  a  view  of  settlbg  there. 
I  request  you  to  give  him  your  best  advice  and  coun- 
tenance, as  he  is  quite  a  stranger  there.  If  you  can 
put  him  m  a  way  of  obtaining  em(>k)yment  as  a  clerk, 
or  assistant  tul(>r  b  a  sjchool,  or  assistant  surveyor, 
(of  all  which  I  thbk  him  ver}'  ca|)able,)  so  that  he 
Buy  procure  a  subsistence  at  least,  till  he  can 

TOL.   TIU.  18  L^ 
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acquaintance  and  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  country, 
you  will  do  well,  and  much  oblige  your  affectionate 
father.    My  love  to  Sally  and  the  boys.* 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   JOSEPH   GALLOWAY. 

Elections  for  a  new  Parliament.  —  Lord  Percy.  —  I%e 
Court  will  persist  in  its  Measures  against  Amerir 
ecu  —  Inviility  of  Parliament  as  at  present  construct"' 
ed.  —  His  oum  Situation. 

London,  19  October,  1774. 

Dear  Sir,  • 

I  wrote  to  you  on  the  1st  mstant  by  Captain  Cod^ 
acquamtmg  you  with  the  disposition  of  Parliament,  siiioe 
which  the  elections  are  going  on  briddy  everywhore 
for  a  new  one.  The  electors  o!  London,  Westmiii- 
ster,  the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  have  obliged  their  candidates  to  sign  a 
written  engagement,  that  they  will  endeavour  to  obtam 
a  repeal  of  the  late  oppressive  and  unconstitutional 
American  laws,  and  promote  a  reconciliation  between 
the  two  countries.  Their  example  will  be  followed 
in  some  other  places,  and  it  is  thought  would  have 

*  In  the  first  letter,  which  Paine  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin  from  Phila- 
delphia, he  said;  "Your  countenancing  me  has  obtained  for  me  many 
fnends  and  much  reputation,  for  which  please  to  accept  my  mncere 
thanks.  I  have  been  applied  to  by  several  gentlemen  to  instruct  their 
sons,  on  very  advantageous  terms  to  myself;  and  a  printer  and  book- 
seller here,  a  man  of  reputation  and  property,  Robert  Aitkin,  has  lately 
attempted  a  Magazine,  but,  having  little  or  no  turn  that  way  himself 
he  has  applied  to  me  for  assistance.  He  had  not  above  six  hundred 
subscribers  when  I  first  assisted  him.  We  have  now  upwards  of  fif- 
teen hundred,  and  daily  increasing.  I  have  not  entered  into  terms  with 
him.  This  is  only  the  second  number.  The  first  I  was  not  conceni'- 
ed  in.''— Afore*  4th,  1775. 
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been  pretty  general  in  the  trading  and  manufacturing 
towns,  if  the  suddenness  of  the  dissolution  bad  not 
burned  things  too  much. 

It  being  objected  to  one  of  the  candidates  set  up 
far  Westminster,  Lord  Percy,  that  he  is  absent  on  the 
wicked  busines^s  of  cutting  the  throats  of  our  American 
brethren,  his  friends  have  thought  necessary  this  morn- 
ing to  publish  a  letter  of  his,  expressmg  that  he  it 
CD  good  terms  with  the  people  of  Boston,  and  much 
respected  by  them*  These  circumstances  show,  that 
the  American  cause  begins  to  be  more  popular  here» 
Yel  the  court  talk  boldly  of  persisting  in  their  meas- 
ures, and  three  ships  of  the  line  are  fitting  out  for 
America,  which  are  to  be  over-manned,  to  have  a 
double  number  of  marines,  and  several  armed  tenders. 
It  is  rumored  they  are  to  stop  all  the  ports  of  America. 

Many  think  the  new  Parliament  will  be  for  revers- 
ing the  late  proceedings ;  but  that  depends  on  the  court, 
OQ  which  ever)'  Pariiament  seems  to  be  dependent; 
so  much  so,  that  I  begin  to  think  the  Parliament  here 
of  little  use  to  the  people;  for  since  a  Parliament  is 
always  to  do  as  a  ministry  would  have  it,  why  should 
we  not  be  governed  by  the  minislrj'  in  the  fu^t  in- 
stance ?  They  could  alTord  to  govern  us  much  cheap- 
er, the  PaHianient  being  a  ver)*  cxj)ensive  machine^ 
that  rL^]uia\s  a  great  deal  of  oiling  and  greasing  at 
the  p'opI«'>  charge;  for  they  fituilly  pay  all  the  enor- 
mous sahirirs  (»f  phuH's^  the  i>en.sions,  and  the  bribes, 
now  by  ( u^ti>rn  become  n('^eess;u-y  to  induce  the  mem- 
bers to  \o(i*  acronling  to  their  consciences. 

My  situation  hen*  is  thought  by  many  to  be  a  little 
hazanlous;  for  if,  l)y  some  accident,  the  troops  and 
peo|>le  of  New  EngUuul  should  come  to  blows,  I  shouU 
probaltiy  be  tak^n  up;  the  ministerial  people  aflV^rting 
ever)  where  to   re[>resent  me  as   the  cause  of  all   (be 
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misunderstanding;  and  I  have  been  frequentiy  cau- 
tioned to  secure  my  papers,  and  by  some  advised  to 
withdraw.  But  I  venture  to  stay,  m  compliance  with 
the  wish  of  others,  till  the  result  of  the  Congress  ar- 
rives, smce  they  suppose  my  bemg  here  might  on  that 
occasion  be  of  use ;  and  I  confide  m  my  innocence^ 
that  the  worst  which  can  happen  to  me  will  be  m 
imprisonment  upon  suspicion,  though  that  is  a  thing 
I  shoiJd  much  desire  to  avoid,  as  it  may  be  expensive 
and  vexatious,  as  well  as  dangerous  to  my  health. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  Sr^ 

&C.  B.   FRAlTKLIir. 


TO   THOMAS   CUSHING. 

Lard  Chatham^s  Motion  for  conciliatory  Measures.  — 
More  Troops  sent  to  .America. — General  Gage. 

London,  28  Januaij,  177S. 

Sir, 

It  gives  my  mmd  some  ease  to  learn,  that  mxh 
good  care  is  taken  both  by  the  general  and  the  town 
to  prevent  mischief.  I  hope  that  care  will  continue^ 
and  be  effectual,  and  that  people  will  be  persuaded  to 
wait  with  patience  the  event  of  the  application  of  the 
Congress  to  the  Kmg,  and  the  subsequent  result  <A 
the  ensumg  Congress  thereupon. 

Lord  Chatham  moved  last  week  in  the  House  rf 
Lords,  that  an  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
humbly  beseeching  hhn  to  withdraw  the  troops  from 
Boston,  as  a  step  towards  openmg  the  way  to  ccm- 
ciliatory  measures ;  but,  after  a  long  and  warm  debate^ 
the  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  seventy- 
seven  to  eighteen;  and  open  declarations  were  made^ 
by  the  ministerial  side,  of  the  mtention  to  enforce  the 
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bte  acts.  To  this  end,  three  more  regimeDts  of  foot 
aad  one  of  dragoons,  seven  hundred  marines,  six  sloops 
of  war,  and  two  frigates,  are  now  under  orders  for 
America. 

FedtioDS,  however,  are  thronging  mto  the  House 
from  aD  quarters,  praying  that  healing  measures  may 
be  taken  to  restore  the  commerce.  The  petition  from 
the  Congress  was  brought  into  each  House  among 
other  papers  by  the  ministers,  without  any  particular 
recommendation  from  his  Majesty,  that  they  should  be 
considered 

General  Gage's  letters  bemg  read  m  the  House  of 
Commons,  it  appears  from  one  of  them,  that  it  had 
been  recommended  to  him  by  Lord  Dartmouth  to  dis- 
vm  some  of  the  colonies ;  which  he  seems  to  approve^ 
if  it  had  been  practicable,  but  says  it  is  not,  till  be  is 
■aster  of  the  country. 

It  b  impossible  to  say  what  turn  the  Parliament 
may  take  before  the  sessbn  is  over.  All  depends  oo 
tbe  ministers,  who  possibly  may  change  their  minds^ 
when  they  fmd  the  merchants  and  manuiacturers  uni- 
versally dissatLsfied  with  their  present  conduct ;  but 
you  cannot  rely  upon  this,  and  your  chief  dependence 
mnst  be  on  your  own  virtue  and  unanimity,  which, 
under  God,  will  in  time  bring  you  through  all  difficul* 
1  am  with  great  respect.  Sir,  &c, 

B.   pRAIVELnf.* 


*  TIm*  ff»Uovin|;  pttr»|^ph  it  copied  from  tiw  frmfmeiit  of  a 
■Knpl,  in  Uh*  ^undvntiiijr  of  Frmnklin,  vbtch  appMuv  to  b«v« 
wrnun  tbotjt  thtf  tiriH*,  altiiou^  the  daU*   u   not  |^t«*ii. 

*A  b<>md  •pfHTtArlr  to  nirn  and  aiifrb  M  now  about  to  be  exhibit 
9i  am  \hr  BlAgr  of  tlii«  fftobe.  Two  frpat  and  poveribl  natkoiM  u% 
oymf  Xhf'xr  fotrem  in  th<*  dr«tnittioo  of  civil  hhtfiy ;  that  bearaaly 
without  which  mankind  lome  half  their  difntty  and  fate. 
Cm,  tn  oppr«Minf  and  enalaring  a  baodftil  of  niea,  the  Uet  lewrtoti 
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TO   JAMES   BOWDOIK. 

Conduct  and  Character  of  the  Ministry.  —  Firmness 
and  Union  recommended  to  the  Colonies. 

London,  35  Febraaiy,  1775. 

Dear  Sir» 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  September  6th  by 
BIr.  Quincy.  I  thought  it  might  be  of  use  to  publi^ 
a  part  of  it,  which  was  done  accordingly.  But  the 
measures  it  so  justly  censures  are  still  persisted  in, 
and  will,  I  trust,  continue  to  produce  effects  directty 
contrary  to  those  intended.  They  will  unite,  instead 
of  dividing  us,  strengthen  and  make  us  more  resolute, 
instead  of  intimidating  us,  and  work  our  honor  and 
advantage,  instead  of  the  disgrace  and  ruin  designed 
for  us. 

A  bill  is  now  m  hand  to  confine  the  trade  of  the 
four  New  England  colonies  to  Britain  and  the  West 
Indies  only,  and  to  prohibit  their  fishery.  Other  proY* 
mces  have  done  as  offensive  things,  but  WTnggism  is 
thought  to  be  more  thoroughly  the  principle  in  New 
England,  and  that  is  now  an  unpardonable  sm.  The 
rest,  however^  are  to  have  their  pimishment  in  their 
turn,  though  perhaps  less  severe.    That  is,  if  this  Tory 

of  it  within  the  bounds  of  the  old  Roman  Commonwealth;  the  other, 
crushing  in  its  infancy  the  first  appearance  of  it  in  the  western  woiid. 

**The  former  seems  to  have  lost  sight  of  its  ancient  name  and  state; 
lYanks  from  the  frttdom  it  once  enjoyed ;  the  latter,  while  it  boasfei 
of  enjoying  freedom  itself,  would  ruin  others  for  vindicating  their  com- 
mon right  to  it  The  first  is  acting  a  cruel  and  unmanly  part,  thus  to 
use  its  vastly  superior  force  against  people  so  unable  to  resist  it;  but 
is  however  mort  excusable  than  the  latter,  as  the  people  to  be  op* 
pressed  are  hot  her  oum  children  I" 

On  the  same  paper,  at  the  close  of  the  above  paragraph,  are  the 
following  memoranda. 

**Tho  four  refused  petitions.  Calculation  of  the  time  neceesaiy  to 
■nbdue  the  colonies.    Instructions  to  dissolve  Assemblies." 
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BHmstrr  continues  tn  power;  but,  though  they  hare  by 
the  bte  deceptive  motion,  amused  many  people  here, 
•0  as  to  gire  an  appearance  as  if  they  intended  pa- 
cific measures,  on  which  the  stocks,  which  were  faD- 
kkg  apace,  have  risen  again;  yet,  when  this  deceit  is 
imderslood,  and  time  proves  the  mtended  offer  to 
America  futile  and  ineffectual,  the  redoubled  clamor  of 
die  tradmg,  manufacturing,  and  Whig  mterests  here 
w9  inMibly  overthrow  all  the  enemies  of  America,  and 
produce  an  acknowledgment  of  her  rights  and  satis- 
fecfion  for  her  mjuries. 

V  we  continue  firm  and  united,  and  resolutely  pcr- 
MC  in  the  non -consumption  agreement,  this  adverse 
Moistry  cannot  possibly  stand  another  year.  And 
aardy  the  great  body  of  our  people,  the  farmers  and 
vtificers,  will  not  find  it  hard  to  keep  an  agreement 
by  which  they  both  save  and  gmn.  The  traders  only 
cm  suffer,  and,  where  they  do  reaDy  suffer,  some  com- 
pensation should  if  possible  be  made  them.  Hith^to 
the  conduct  of  the  colonies  has  given  them  great 
reputation  all  over  Europe.  By  a  brave  perseverance, 
with  prudence  and  moderation,  not  forward  in  acting 
offensively,  but  resolute  in  defence  when  necessary, 
they  win  establish  a  respectable  character  both  for  wis- 
dom and  courage;  and  then  they  will  find  friends 
everywhere.  The  eyes  of  all  Christendom  are  now 
upon  us,  and  our  honor  as  a  pe<iple  b  become  a  mat- 
ter of  the  utmost  consecjuence  to  be  taken  care  o£ 
If  we  tamely  give  up  our  rights  in  this  contest,  a 
centur)'  to  come  will  not  restore  us  in  the  opinion  of 
the  worid ;  we  shall  be  stamped  with  the  character 
of  dastanis,  poltrons,  and  fix>ls;  and  be  dospbeil  and 
trunplcd  upon,  not  by  this  haughty,  insolent  nation 
only,  but  by  all  mankmd.     Present  inconveniences  are» 
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therefore,  to  be  borne  with  fcxtitude,  and  bettar  thnee 
expected  . 

^'Informee  hjemes  ledaeit 
Jupiter;  idem 
Summoyet    Non  si  male  nmic,  et  olim 
Sic  erit" 

I  am  much  pleased  with  Mr.  Quincy.  It  is  a  thou- 
sand pities  his  strength  of  body  is  not  equal  to  his 
strength  of  mind.  His  zeal  for  the  public,  like  that 
of  David  for  God's  house,  will,  I  fear,  eat  him  up. 

I  hope  Mrs.  Bowdom's  health  is  fully  established. 
Make  my  respectful  complhnents  acceptable  to  her; 
and  belieye  me  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  esteen^ 
Dear  Sir,  &c  B.  FRAirKuir. 

P.  S.  I  never  could  learn  the  cause  d  Mr.  Tem- 
ple's bemg  displaced.  The  mmistry  refused  to  give 
any  reason  for  it  I  have  imagined,  that  it  was  a  sus- 
picion of  his  bemg  the  author  of  some  pieces  in  the 
papers  reflecting  on  their  measures. 


TO  JOSEPH    GALLOWAY. 

Plan  of  Union  sent  by  Galloway  to  England."—  (Mffec- 
tions  to  a  Union.  —  Preliminary  ^ticles  to  be  agreed 
xjipon  before  such  a  Plan  should  be  adopted. — Lord 
JVhrth^s  Proposal  meant  to  divide  rather  than  to  ccnr 
ciliate  the  Colonies. 

London,  25  Febnuuy,  177& 

Dear  Friend, 

In  my  last  I  mentioned  to  you  my  showing  your 

plan  of  union  to  Lords  Chatham  and  Camden.    I  now 

hear,  that  you  had  sent  it  to  Lord  Dartmouth.    Lord 

Gower  I  believe  alluded  to  it,  when  m  the  House  he 
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onuurrd  Uic  Congress  severelyt  a9  fi»t  resolving  to 
receive  a  |ibn  (or  uniting  tlie  colonics  to  ihe  mother 
oountn*,  All  afterwards  rejecting  it,  and  ordering  their 
fir^  rtisolution  to  be  em^cd  out  of  their  minutes. 
Permit  me  to  bint  to  you,  that  it  is  whispered  here 
by  ministerial  people,  that  yourself  and  Mr.  Jay  of  New 
York  are  friends  to  their  measures,  and  give  them  pri- 
rale  ioieliigence  of  the  views  of  the  popular  or  coun* 
try  party  in  America.  I  do  not  believe  this;  but  I 
thought  it  a  duty  of  friendship  to  acquaint  you  with 
the  report.* 
I   have  not   heard  what   objections  were  made  to 

*  GtHoway  WM  oiH*  of  the  HrlcfvitM  tn  the  firat  Congreat  fKm 
N— i|hMin.  Neither  hm  MattmrDU  nor  his  rnnB  tecofd^d  with  thoM 
if  lb*  ^foaiiatiii  pitnot«|  who  vera  aMvinhled  on  thtt  occmob.  !!• 
ynpoeed  A  pltn  of  reconrilwtian,  which  wti  diMpprofed  tnd  irjected. 
Dr.  Gordim  rrUtei  th«*  rirrQiitftJincre  m  folliiwa.  ••Mr.  CfaDoway  he- 
tmm  %  member  at  the  evii«^  •nikitatioii  of  die  Aetartty,  and  m- 
faid  runylianfe  uU  Ihi*?  had  fiven  huo  uutructiooa  nipveahlo  to  tm 
•vn  m:!Ml»  aa  the  rule  of  hia  cundurt  Th^M*  uiatnictiuna  the/  auflered 
hai  %*•'  rfraw  up.  Thrjr  witp  hrieflr  to  atate  the  riirhtii  and  the  ^{•rvMn 
if  Antenca,  and  to  pmpoae  a  plan  of  amicable  aoeomnodati<Hi  of  tho 
d:5»rT:<.^  b*twi'»n  <jr»'iit  nnt»in  and  tiio  colnnira,  and  of  a  peipetunl 
WBi  n.  <h»  ilii»  •>rti  i.t*  S"fittMiib«*r  a  plan  wan  propnaed  by  him,  which 
w«a  «!  baip^l  a  wbnl*  dar,  w||i*n  the  «)ii^i4iitn  waa  earned,  aix  mlnniea 
to  tx*-.  that  It  ahmild  He  re«iim«'d  and  further  eonaidered;  but  it  at 
)ngttk   (eu  thruu^b."*  Huiory^  h(<^  \\A.  I.  p.  4011. 

Gi.  'wav  ifiliti*}!'*'!  a  t*-'tfnphlt  t  on  tli«*  «uSj«*ct,  which  waa  not  well 
WfeiMd  by  xYi^  p9trt(^t^  party  Hamtirl  Whafiml,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
fmnkaa  wriltea  in  ^luf'.uid.  aiya;  **1  aw  p-aUjr  irnetcd  at  the  pnbh- 
calftifi  Y  M'.  (ftllnvn)**  t-xtraontuiary  f*am|ihl«-t  (Hir  frrat  fnenda  in 
W4h  ll-'ii*  •  ar*'  i-ttP  tn"ly  an^ry  at  it;  while  ibr  rnurtieia  rejtuce  at 
tSa!  :>nrt  itf  tS'*  ;imiii»M<  t«  whu  li  r*'pn'«ff*rit4  inir  dirmnna  ami  fnlm 
frrtir*.  a«  ti'  b<iaadanrii  and  u»*»d«-t  *»(  ivUiriuB,  oar  tauMBprtoacjr  to 
f*».»l  :.'.■•  f-»w«r  I'f  thi«  fiMintry,  i\U'l  lit"  uinlfCiiLi'd  atatr  «'f  r«ia|rti*ai 
%^  %My.  t\\  w.-fV4.  %«  f  what  n*i!!y  wirr  lii«»  ri$^»  of  America.  Yet 
the  r,«ift|.f«,  at  tiv*  oauH*  *.!n«*,  tf-at  wiih  ineikhle  cuKon^il  the  pka 
r4  ■ '^  '  ;ir<*jii««<-f| .  af.il  «t  hh.  th«'\  "ay.  by  n<it  britiK  adopti'd,  cift'ttded 
tt^  ■  *.**  r'«  priiii-,  atiil  hm  V*\*  w  t:.<'  lin;.|iy  mraiia  itf  lh<Mr  b*'ni|f  aat* 
i*f»"  f  S  *-..rfirmrd  in  thrir  idri*  nf  tiM-  wrakneaa  and  diti«i«>n  t»f  the 
fi-i'v.  fin'f  thit.  hy  p*  r««-\<'nM<-* ,  th*  y  ahal!  unciut-atfcinablj  ohtMB  % 
parfact  •lAbwMi'VL*'  — .ifprai  |7fA.  1772. 

TOI^  VIII.  19  M 


146  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [Mrr.m, 

the  plan  m  the  Congress,  nor  would  I  make  more 
than  this  one,  that,  when  I  consider  the  extreme  cor- 
ruption prevalent  among  all  orders  of  men  iif  this  old, 
rotten  state,  and  the  glorious  public  lirtue  so  pre- 
dominant in  our  rising  country,  I  cannot  but  appre- 
hend more  mischief  than  benefit  from  a  doaer  xamiL 
I  fear  they  will  drag  us  after  them  in  all  the  jdun- 
dering  wars,  which  their  desperate  circumstances,  in- 
justice, and  rapacity,  may  prompt  them  to  undertake; 
and  their  wide-wasting  prodigality  and  profusion  is  a 
gulf  that  will  swallow  up  every  aid  we  may  distress 
ourselves  to  afford  them. 

Here  numberiess  and  needless  places,  enonnous  sal- 
aries, pensions,  perquisites,  bribes,  groundless  quarrds^ 
foolish  expeditions,  false  accounts  or  no  accounts,  con- 
tracts and  jobs,  devour  all  revenue,  and  produce  con- 
tinual necessity  m  the  midst  of  natural  pl^ity.  I  ap- 
prehend, therefore,  that  to  unite  us  mtimately  will  only 
be  to  corrupt  and  poison  us  also.  It  seems  like  Me- 
zentius'  coupling  and  bmdmg  together  the  dead  and 
the  livmg. 

'^Tonnenti  genus,  et  sanie  taboqae  floentei, 
Complexa  in  misero,  longk  sic  mofte  necabtt.* 

However,  I  would  try  any  thing,  and  bear  any  thing 
that  can  be  borne  with  safety  to  our  just  libatiefl» 
rather  than  engage  m  a  war  with  such  relational  un- 
less compelled  to  it  by  dire  necessity  in  our  own  de- 
fence. 

But,  should  that  plan  be  agam  brought  forward,  I 
imagine,  that,  before  establishmg  the  union,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  agree  on  the  following  preHminaiy 
articles. 

1.    The  Declaratory  Act  of  Pariiament  to  be  re- 


2.    AD  acts  of  Pariiament,  or  parts  of  acts,  laying 
duties  on  the  cobnies  to  be  repealed. 
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3»  All  acts  of  Pariiameat  alteruig  the  chartera^  or 
coMritiitioMt  or  laws  of  any  coiooy,  to  be  repealed 

4.  AU  acts  of  ParliaiDeat  restraining  manufactures 
to  be  repealed 

61,  Those  parts  of  the  narigation  acts»  which  are 
far  the  good  of  the  whole  empire,  such  as  require  that 
ships  m  the  trade  should  be  Bntis|i  or  Plantation  built, 
aad  navigated  by  three  fourths  British  subjects,  with 
the  duties  necessary  for  regulating  commerce,  to  be 
nenacted  by  both  Parliaments. 

&  Then,  to  induce  the  Americans  to  see  the  regu- 
lating acts  faithfully  executed,  it  would  be  well  to  give 
ihe  duties  collected  in  each  colony  to  the  treasury  of 
that  colony,  and  let  the  governor  and  Assembly  i^point 
Ihe  officers  to  collect  them,  and  pn^xxtiun  their  sal- 
aries. Thus  the  business  will  be  cheaper  and  bet- 
ter done,  and  the  misunderstandings  between  the  two 
countries,  now  created  and  fomented  by  the  unprin 
cipled  wretches,  generally  i^pointed  from  England,  be 
entirely  prevented. 

These  are  hasty  thoughts  submitted  to  your  con- 
rideralion. 

You  win  see  the  new  proposal  of  Lord  North,  made 
€m  Monday  la!»t,  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Committee.* 

•  THi«  pmpnnl,  whirh  wtii  intn)4u<*«Hl  Intrt  Parliament  by  Lord  If  oftb 
m  tlM»  aom  of  F^bmwT,  U  m  Sillowi;  -TImi,  whm  tkm  Oorvtwr, 
C— iciL  and  Avrmbljr,  or  Genpral  Court  of  his  M^ity'*  pfofiae— ,  or 
•tlMura,  •hail  |>ni|Mj«*  to  ioak«*  pn>vtaitin  accordiof  t/>  thetr  rmpectiw 
CMMnmfM,  rtminwtan^^^  ■ihi  Pitnatiofia,  w€  <Mifitnwitiii|f  In^ii  pmpof* 
Hm  id  Um  rnomoo  defi»nre;  aorh  profxirtioa  to  b«  n»ed  wider  tlw 
mtkmiUft  of  tiir  G«nrr^  Court,  or  (i«ii**ral  Amrtahlj^  of  audi  prov- 
mce  or  mlony,  ami  «lt«)N»«aM**  hy  ParUamriit;  and  «hall  rngmgr  to 
■Mb»  f»rmri«infi  a]«r»  f  if  tb«*  nftpport  of  tK^  rivd  fof^mei^nt,  tad  tlw 
•dnuN«tf«t*on  of  jtwtier  in  aucli  pnnrtnro  or  colosjr ;  it  wtU  b«  pfopar, 
€  Mcn  pnifMaal  aliail  be  appn>v«a  by  hit  Umj/cUj  m  ParUaoKsiit,  and 
Stf  at*  luo<  aa  aocb  pruviai«>Q  aball  be  made  ace4>fdiQ|{lj,  to  forbear  m 
ct  of  auch  pruviftcr  or  colony,  to  Icry  any  dutica,  tax,  or  %mmih 
or  lo  impoat  any  Anther  duty,  toi,  or  Mimwiiil,  ticofl  oaly 
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Those  m  administration,  who  are  for  violent  measures, 
are  said  to  dislike  it.  The  others  rely  upon  it  as  a 
means  of  dividingy  and  by  that  means  subduing  us. 
But  I  cannot  conceive,  that  any  colony  will  undertake 
to  grant  a  revenue  to  a  government,  that  holds  a 
sword  over  their  heads  with  a  threat  to  strike  the 
moment  they  cease,  to  give,  or  do  not  give  so  much 
as  it  is  pleased  to  expect.  In  such  a  situation,  where 
is  the  right  of  giving  our  own  property  freely,  or  the 
right  to  judge  of  our  own  ability  to  give?  It  seems 
to  me  the  language  of  a  highwayman,  who,  with  a 
pistol  in  your  face,  says,  "Give  me  your  purse,  and 
then  I  will  not  put  my  hand  into  your  pocket  But 
give  me  all  your  money,  or  I  will  shoot  you  through 
^e  head.''    With  great  and  smcere  esteem,  I  am,  &c 

B.  Frahklik. 


TO   JOSIAH   qUINCT. 

London,  96  Febniuy,  1779L 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received,  and  perused  with  great  pleasure,  the  Irt« 
ter  you  honored  me  with,  by  your  amiable  and  val- 
uable son.  I  thank  you  for  mtroducing  me  to  the 
acquaintance  of  a  person  so  deserving  of  esteem  for 
his  public  and  private  virtues.  I  hope  for  your  sake^ 
and  that  of  his  friends  and  country,  that  his  present 
indisposition  may  wear  o%  and  his  health  be  establish- 
ed. His  coming  over  has  been  of  great  service  to 
our  cause,  and  would  have  been  much  greater,  if  his 
constitution  would  have  borne  the  fatigues  of  being 

sach  duties  as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of 
commerce ;  the  net  produce  of  the  duties  last  mentioned,  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  such  province,  colony,  or  plantation  respectively.* 
—  wKtmm'f  Pm^kmenianf  RegiHer,  Vol.  L  p.  196. 
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frequendy  in  company.  He  can  acquamt  you  ao 
faly  with  the  slate  of  things  here,  that  my  enlarg- 
■ig  opofi  them  will  be  unnecessary.  I  most  sincerely 
him  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  a  happy  meeting 
hb  friends  and  family ;  and  to  you,  my  old  dear 
and  the  rest  of  those  you  love,  every  kind  of 
§dkkji  being,  with   the  truest  esteem   and  affection. 


Ik.  riMtiii  Wft  EofUnd,  in  Uie  PenoiylTanta  Packet,  about  tlw 
of  Matck  l^roDi  a  letter,  dated  March  17tli,  and  writtmi  io  a 
M  tlM  continent,  wboee  name  ia  not  mentioned  in  the  draft 
wtedi  an  extract  ie  here  Uken,  it  appeara  tiiat  be  tboof  fat  of  ra- 
in a  Ibw  HKintba. 

if  abont  to  embark  for  America,  this  line  ia  jnA  to  take  leava, 

fo«   every  kind  of  felicity,  and  to  reqneet,  that  if  yon  bava 

f«t  pnfdiMed  for  me  tbe   T^MArwn  JHefftiaan— ,  yon   iriU  now 

,  4mm§  it,  aa  I  bare  tbe  ofler  of  a  aet  here.    But,  if  yon  bava 

i^  yoor  draft  oo  me  will  be  duly  paid  in  my  abaanee  by 

m  wboee  banda  I  leare  my  little  aflkira  till  mf  retara, 

I  propoee,  God   willing,  in  October.     Mra.  Stevenaoa  keepa  tbe 

in  Craven  Street,  wberein  I   bare  alwaya  lodged  ainea  my  rail- 


to  preeept  my  humble  reapecta  to  yoor  good  Priaea, 
wiabee  for  hia  proeperity,  and  repeat  my  tbankfbl  ae- 
for  baa  graciooa  and  benevolent  propoaitioo  in  my  fofur, 
ef  wlidi,  tboafb  1  could  not,  for  tbe  reaaona  I  gave  yon.  avail  myeeU; 
I  dbal  nafattktUaa  alw«yt  retaio  the  moet  grateAil  aenae,  and  H  either 
ham  m  m  Aaienca,  I  could  render  hia  bigbneoa  any  kind  of  aerviea,  it 
waald  five  aw  inSnite  pleaaure.* 

Ba  aimed  ia  Pbdadelpbia  on  the  Sth  of  May.  Tbe  Penneyhraaia 
AaBHiMy  wic  tbra  aattiag .  Tbe  fullowing  reecdve  ia  contained  in  tba 
▼aaaa  ef  tke  liouee.  '*Mmy  6Ul  R«*eolved  unanimooaly,  that  Bei^amli 
be,  and  be  ia  b(»rrby,  added  to  the  deputiee  appointed  by  tbia 
aa  tiw  part  of  Peoneylvama,  to  attend  the  Coatinental  CoBfran 
to  meet  oa  tbe  lOtb  mataot  in  tbia  city  * 
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TO   X08KFH    FRIESTLET. 

SUmU  of  Jlmerica  on  Dr.  FranklMi  Arrival  there. 

PtuUdelpliii,  16  Maj,  177S. 
DsAm  pRlKlfD, 

Tou  wiU  have  heard,  before  this  reaches  you,  of  a 
■Bich  itoleD  by  the  regulars  bto  the  country  by  night, 
and  of  their  expedition  back  again.  They  retreated 
twoity  mies  in  six  hours.*  The  gofemor  had  caDed 
Ika  Assembly  to  propose  Lord  North's  pacific  pkn, 
kttf  before  the  time  of  theo*  meeting,  b^;an  cutting 
if  throats.  Tou  know  it  was  said  he  carried  die 
iPurd  ia  one  hand,  and  die  dire  branch  in  the  other; 
and  it  seems  he  chose  to  gire  them  a  taste  of  die 
tfvcra  first. 

He  is  doubling  his  fortificatioos  at  Boston,  and  hopes 
to  secure  his  troops  tiD  succour  arrires.  The  plaee 
mdeed  b  naturally  so  defensible,  that  I  think  them  in 
wo  danger.  AD  America  is  exasperated  by  his  con- 
daet,  and  more  firmly  united  than  ever.  The  breadi 
between  the  two  countries  is  grown  wider,  and  in 
danger  of  becoming  irreparable. 

I  had  a  passage  of  mx  weeks,  the  weather  constant- 
¥f  so  moderate  that  a  London  wherry  might  hate 
aeoompanied  us  all  the  way.    I  got  home  m  the  eren- 

*  AUodtaf  to  Um  Ukk  it  Ltilogtoo  wad  Cooeord. 
TOU  Till.  80 


154  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JBft.m. 

ing,  and  the  next  morning  was  unanimously  chosen 
by  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  a  delegate  to  the 
Congress  now  sitting. 

In  coming  over,  I  made  a  valuable  philosophical  dis- 
covery,  which  I  shall  communicate  to  you  when  I  can 
get  a  little  time.*  At  present,  I  am  extremely  hunied. 
Yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frakkldt. 


TO   MRS.   JAKE   MECQM. 

His  Return  from  England.  —  Chosen  a  Member  ^f 
the  Contmenial  Congress. 

PhfladelpUa,  96  Mmj,  llVk' 

Dear  Sister, 

I  have  just  now  heard  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  yoa  aie 
come  out  of  Boston,  and  are  at  Warwic^  in  Rhode 
Island.  I  suppose  it  must  be  at  good  Mr.  aad  Mnk 
Greene's,  to  whom  present  my  affectionate  reflpeda 
I  write  this  Ime  just  to  let  you  know^  that  I  amjw* 
turned  well  fix)m  England,  and  that  I  found  my  fainillir 
well;  but  have  not  found  the  repose  I  wished  fior, 
bemg  the  next  morning  after  my  arrival  delegated  to 
the  Congress  by  our  Assembly. 

I  wish  to  hear  from  you,  and  to  know  how  yoa 
have  left  your  affairs  in  Boston ;  and  wheth^  it  would 
be  inconvenient  for  you  to  come  hither,  or  you  wiijk 
rather  that  I  should  come  to  see  you,  if  the  busoneis 
I  am  engaged  in  will  permit.  Let  me  know  if  you 
want  any  assistance,  and  what  is  become  c^  coosiii 
Williams  and  his  family,  and  other  friends.    Jonatfam 


*  Alluding  to  his  experiments  with  a  thermometer  in 
Gulf  Stream.    See  Vol  VL  ppu  4S7,  496. 
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WW  at  Pitffai  wfaeD  I  left  Enghiid,  but  to  return  ki 
t  week  or  twa  I  am  ever,  my  dear  sister,  joat 
wBtj  kifiiig  brotMri 

B.   FKAKKLOr. 


TO   WILUAM   STEAHAV.* 

PbflaMpyft,  5  JvHj.  177& 

Ma.  SraAHAif, 
Too  are  a  member  of  Parliament,  and  one  of  that 
■ajisitjf,  wludi  has  doomed  my  country  to  destroy 
tOL  Tou  have  begun  to  bum  our  towns,  and  mnr- 
dsr  our  people.  Look  upon  your  hands,  they  we 
slakied  with  the  blood  of  your  relations  1  You  and 
I  wwe  loBg  friends;  you  are  now  my  memy,  and 


'  •■•  Yours, 

B.  FmAimjir. 


TO   JOSEPH    PEIESTLET. 

A^wmimff  of  the  British  Government  render  Cm- 
fifafirm  hopeless.  —  Conduct  of  General  Gage  in 
Deeten.  —  PranUin^s  Occupations. 

PhibaelpliK  7  J«lj,  177E 

DsAa  Friehd, 
The  Confn^ess  met  at  a  time  when  all  minds  were 
wo  exasperated  by  the  perfidy  of  Genoal  Gage,  and 
Us  attack  on  the  country  people,  that  propositkms  for 


*  A  Preneli  editnr  ukrc  thii  letter  in  Miiooi  pvt,  and  luMoli  UhI 
•IwMiM  prxluce  midi  t  brMch  in  m  kNif  and  eotdtel 
Eat  in  tnrtl^  it  wa#  mcttat  lobe  aoiliiaf  aoft  timi  a  fXwm 
Miry,  M  li  rndeot  frum  the  tone  of  the  enbeeyient  cuffopootow 
Wt»w  rrmnkJin  and  Htrmhan,  which  coottnoed  thnwfh  Iit^.  A  eoftf 
if  fSm  kKter  mm  procitrrd  firoai  Mr.  BlmlMB,  and  it  vm  ptiaitd  in  Um 
\  atvfpapwi  MOO  after  H  was  tm^kfrni. 
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attempting  an  accommodation  were  not  much  relished; 
and  it  has  been  with  difficulty  that  we  have  carried 
another  humble  petition  to  the  crown,  to  give  Britain 
one  more  chance,  one  opportunity  more,  of  recovering 
the  friendship  of  the  colonies ;  which,  however,  I  think 
she  has  not  sense  enough  to  embrace,  and  so  I  con- 
clude she  has  lost  them  for  ever. 

She  has  begun  to  bum  our  seaport  towns;  secure, 
I  suppose,  that  we  shall  never  be  able  to  return  the 
outrage  In  kind.  She  may  doubttess  destroy  them 
all;  but,  if  she  vidshes  to  recover  our  conmieice»  ut 
these  the  probable  means?  She  must  certainly  be 
distracted ;  for  no  tradesman  out  of  Bedlam  ever  though 
of  mcreasmg  the  number  of  his  customers,  by  kiiocl>> 
uig  them  on  the  head;  or  of  enabling  theni  to  pay 
their  debts,  by  burning  their  houses.  If  she  YnAeB 
to  have  us  subjects,  and  that  we  should  submit  to  her 
as  our  compound  sovereign,  she  is  now  giving  us  such 
miserable  specimens  of  her  government,  that  we  shaD 
ever  detest  and  avoid  it,  as  a  complication  of  robbeiy, 
murder,  famine,  fire,  and  pestilence. 

You  will  have  heard,  before  this  reaches  you,  of  Ae 
treacherous  conduct  of  General  Gage  to  the  remain- 
ing people  m  Boston,  in  detainmg  their  goods,  after 
stipulating  to  let  them  go  out  with  their  effects,  on 
pretence  that  merchants'  goods  were  not  effects;  the 
defeat  of  a  great  body  of  his  troops  by  the  eountiy 
people  at  Lexington;  some  other  small  advantages 
gained  m  skirmishes  with  their  troops ;  and  the  action 
at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which  they  were  twice  repulsed, 
and  the  third  time  gained  a  dear  victory.  Enough  has 
happened,  one  would  think,  to  convince  your  mimsten^ 
that  the  Americans  will  fight,  and  that  this  is  a  hardar 
nut  to  crack  than  they  imagined. 

We  have  not  yet  applied  to  any  foreign  power  for 
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instance,  nor  oflered  our  commerce  for  their  fiiend- 
ilup.  Perhaps  we  never  may ;  yet  it  b  natural  to  think 
of  it,  if  we  are  pressed.  We  have  now  an  army  on 
the  establishment,  which  still  holds  yours  besieged. 
Ify  time  was  never  more  fully  employed  In  the  mom- 
img  at  six,  I  am  at  the  Committee  of  Safety,  appomted 
by  the  Assembly  to  put  the  province  in  a  state  of 
dafence;  which  committee  holds  till  near  nine,  when 
I  am  at  the  Congress,  and  that  sits  till  after  four  m 
die  afternoon.  Both  these  bodies  proceed  with  the 
greatest  unanimity,  and  their  meetings  are  well  attend- 
ed. It  win  scarce  be  credited  in  Britain,  that  men 
can  be  as  diligent  with  us  from  zeal  for  the  public 
fOody  as  with  you  for  thousands  per  annum.  Such 
ii  the  difference  between  uncomipted  new  states,  and 
omipCed  old  ones. 

Gf^  frugality  and  great  industry  are  now  become 
Ibikiociable  here.  Gentlemen,  who  used  to  entertain 
wMk  two  or  three  courses,  pride  themselves  now  m 
•eating  with  simple  beef  and  pudding.  By  these 
and  the  stoppage  of  our  consumptive  trade  with 
we  shall  be  better  able  to  pay  our  voluntary 
fuies  for  the  support  of  our  troops.  Our  savings  in 
file  artide  of  trade  amount  to  near  five  millions  ster- 
fm$  per  annum. 

I  skaD  communicate  your  letter  to  Mr.  Wmthrop; 
bitt  the  camp  b  at  Cambridge,  and  he  has  as  little 
for  philosophy  as  myself.    Believe  me  ever,  Slc 

B.   FRAlfRLUr. 


WQU  Tin. 
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TO   MRS.   MARY   HEW80W. 

Philadelphia,  8  July,  177& 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  April  14th.  It 
grieves  me,  that  the  present  situation  of  public  afiairs 
makes  it  not  eligible  for  you  to  come  hither  with  your 
family,  because  I  am  sure  you  would  otherwise  like 
this  country,  and  might  provide  better  here  for  your 
children,  at  the  same  time  that  I  should  be  made  more 
happy  by  your  neighbourhood  and  company.  I  flatty 
myself,  that  this  may  yet  happen,  and  that  our  pubfic 
disputes  may  be  ended  by  the  time  your  private  busi- 
ness is  settled  to  your  mind,  and  then  we  may  be  aD 
happy  together. 

The  debt  you  mention  of  mine  to  Bolton  remains 
unpaid  through  his  own  neglect  I  was  charged  by 
Matthews  ten  pounds  for  the  tea-kitchen,  but  Bolton 
told  me  I  ought  not  to  pay  so  much ;  that  he  would 
see  what  it  should  be  when  he  got  home,  and  send 
me  word,  which  he  never  did.  I  dunned  him  for  it 
by  letters,  as  often  as  Matthews  sent  to  me,  but  re- 
ceived no  answer. 

I  take  it  kmdly  of  my  godson,  that  he  should  re- 
member me ;  my  love  to  hun.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
dear  children  are  all  well  through  the  measles.  I  have 
much  delight  in  my  godsons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache  join 
in  love  to  yours.  Ben,*  when  t  delivered  him  your 
blessing,  inquired  the  age  of  Elizabeth,  and  thought 
her  yet  too  young  for  hun ;  but,  as  he  made  no  other 
objection,  and  that  wiD  lessen  every  day,  I  have  only 
to  wish  being  alive  to  dance  with  your  mother  at  the 
weddmg.    Temple  was  much  obliged  by  your  kind 

*  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  grandson  of  Dr.  FranUin. 
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itmembraace  of  hinL  He  b  dow  very  happy  with 
hit  Ciiher  at  Amboy,  near  New  York,  but  returns  to 
flie  in  September,  to  prosecute  his  studies  m  our  Cd- 

lege. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  the  contribution  letter,  and 

thank  you  for  your  share  of  it  I  am  still  well  and 
hear^,  and  never  went  through  more  business  than 
I  do  at  present  CSod  knows  when  I  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  the  repose  I  wish.  Adieu,  my  very 
dear  friend.  Continue  your  pleasing  correspondence, 
and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FmAHKUjr. 


TO    PETER   T.   B.    UVUfOSTOlf.* 

Powder  far  the  Use  of  the  Troape  m  Jiew  York. 

PMh  Amboy,  9»  A«fwC,  177i^ 
SlRt 

The  Conmiittee  of  Safety  acquainted  you  by  a  let- 
tar,  dated  the  26th  instant,  that  we  had  ordered  a 
too  of  gunpowder  to  be  sent  to  you,  agreeably  to  your 
request  It  left  Philadelphia  early  on  Sunday  mom- 
ini^  and  yesterday  I  overtook  the  wagoa  on  the  road 
al  Trenton,  and  left  it  proceeding  on  the  journey. 
Butt  being  informed  this  morning  at  Brunswic,  that 
fcnr  wagon  loads  of  powder  had  passed  through  that 
place  on  Friday  evening  for  your  city,  and  supposing 
it  to  be  the  powder,  which  you  mentioned  as  having 
been  expected,  but  not  arrived,  which  occasioned  your 
sending  to  us ;  and,  as  we  have  still  too  litUe  at  Ptula- 


•  Cbftirmao  of  Uie  Coraiiiitti»«  of  fUfrty  in  New  York.  Dr.  Fr«Bk* 
ii  wa#  dktinnan  of  •  itinUar  commtttre  in  PluUdelphU.  When  ihim 
kttvr  w%M  wntt«n,  be  wm  on  ■  Tvit  to  bit  ion,  Uie  foremor  of  Nev 
Utmy.  who  then  resided  et  Perth  Amboj. 
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delphia,  I  thought  it  best  to  stop  that  powder,  and 
send  it  back  again,  and  wrote  accordingly  to  the  Wag- 
oner by  a  person  just  setting  out  for  Trenton.  I  write 
this,  therefore,  that  you  may  not  expect  it  at  New 
York  in  consequence  of  our  letter.  With  great  re- 
spect and  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  FEAKKUir. 


TO   JOSEPH   PRIESTLEY. 

Fhrst  Campaign  made  by  the  British  Forces  in 
America. 

Philadelphia,  3  October,  177& 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  the  camp,  and,  haying 
but  just  heard  of  this  opportunity,  can  only  Write  a 
luie  to  say  that  I  am  weD  and  hearty.*  Tell  our  dear 
good  friend.  Dr.  Price,  who  sometimes  has  h»  doubts 
and  despondencies  about  our  firmness,  that  Ama4ca  is 
determmed  and  unanimous;  a  very  few  Tories  and 
placemen  excepted,  who  will  probably  soon  e^cpoift 
themselves.  Britadn,  at  the  expense  of  three  millions, 
has  killed  one  hundred  and  fifty  Yankees  this  cam- 
paign, which  is  twenty  thousand  pounds  a  head;  and 
at  Bunker's  Hill  she  gained  a  mile  of  ground,  half  of 
which  she  lost  again  by  our  taking  post  on  Ploughed 
Hill.  During  the  same  time  sixty  thousand  chfldrtsn 
have  been  bom  m  America.  From  these  data  his 
mathematical  head  will  easily  calculate  the  time  and 

*  On  the  dOth  of  September,  Congress  appointed  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr. 
Lynch,  and  Mr.  Harrison,  as  a  committee  to  confer  with  General  Wadi- 
iogton,  concerning  the  best  mode  of  supporting  and  regulathig  the  Con- 
tinental army.  The  committee  proceeded  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge, 
and  the  conference  was  held  on  the  18th  of  October.  See  ff^oMig' 
UnC$  mitings,  Vol  III.  p.  123. 
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a|»ue  Aeoesnry  to  kill  us  all,  and  cooquer  our  whole 

temuxj.    My   sincere  respects  to  ^  and  to  tbe 

dub  of  honest  whigs  at  .    Adieu.     I  am  ever 

foun  most  affectionately, 

B.  Frakkuit. 


TO    A    miEND    IK    BlfOLAlfD/ 

of  the  Britiih  Gcvemment  tend  to  a  Mpud^ 
Stparatian  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Cohniee. 

PIdUMphia,  3  Oeto^w,  177R 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wish  as  ardendy  as  you  can  do  for  peace,  and 
dKmkl  rejoice  exceedingly  in  cooperating  with  you  to 
dMt  end.  But  every  ship  fix>m  Britain  brings  some 
inlaB^ence  of  new  measures  that  tend  more  and  more 
to  exasperate ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  until  you  have 
famd  by  dear  experience  the  reducing  us  by  force 
impracticable,  you  will  think  of  nothing  fair  and  rea- 
aoftable. 

We  have  as  yet  resolved  only  on  defen^ve  meaa- 
wes.  If  you  would  recall  your  forces  and  stay  at 
kme,  we  should  meditate  nothing  to  injure  you.  A 
fttle  time  so  given  for  cooling  on  both  sides  would 
kave  excellent  effects.  But  you  will  goad  and  pro- 
voke us.  You  despise  us  too  much ;  and  you  are 
insensible  of  the  Italiiin  adiige,  that  there  is  no  little 
ememy.  I  am  pt^rsuaded  that  the  body  of  the  British 
people  are  our  fnend<i;  but  they  are  changeabk,  and 
by  your  lying  gazt'ttes  may  scxm  l>c  made  our  ene- 
Our   n*s|)ert   for   them    will   proportionably  di- 


*  Thm  \rUrr  wM  finrt  pnotiMi  in  Mr.  Vtughan**  edition,  ^t  witbom 
ftm  nmtac  of  Xhm  person  to  w^iom  it  wm  wntten ;  and  it  bM  nerer  MM 
Wra  mm^  pobUc    Piobtblj  ti  wis  Dt?id  iUrtkj. 

Tou  Till.  81  ir* 
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minish,  and  I  see  cleariy  we  are  on  the  high  road  to 
mutual  family  hatred  and  detestation.  A  separatioii  of 
course  will  be  inevitable.  It  is  a  million  (k  pities  80 
fair  a  plan  as  we  have  hitherto  been  engaged  in,  for  in- 
creasing strength  and  empire  with  public  felicity,  should 
be  destroyed  by  the  mangling  hands  of  a  few  blun- 
dering ministers.  It  will  not  be  destroyed;  God  will 
protect  and  prosper  it,  you  will  only,  exclude  your- 
selves from  any  share  in  it  We  hear,  that  more  ships 
and  troops  are  coming  out.  We  know,  that  you  nrtty 
do  us  a  great  deal  of  nuschief,  and  are  detenxmed  to 
besar  it  patiently  as  long  as  we  can.  But,  if  you  flat- 
ter yourselves  with  beating  us  into  snbmissicm,  you 
know  neither  the  people  nor  the  country.  The  Oon- 
gress  are  still  sitting,  and  will  wait  the  result  of  tbiear 
last  petition.    Yours^  &c. 

B.  FRAincLiir« 


TO   CHARLES   W.  F.  DUMAS.* 

Requesting  him  to  ascertain  from  the  Ambassadors  at 
the  Haguey  whether  any  of  the  European  Courts  are 
disposed  to  afford  Assistance  to  the  American  CoUh 
nies  in  their  Struggle  for  Independence.  —  Instruct 
iions  on  this  Subject.  —  State  of  Affairs  in  AmericM. 

Philadelphia,  9  December,  .177SL 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  yoiff  several  favors,  of  May  18th,  June 
30th,  and  July  8th,  by  Messrs.  Vaillant  and  Pochard; 

*  Charles  William  Frederick  Dumas  was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  Init 
he  passed  much  of  his  life  in  Holland.  He  was  a  man  of  great  learn- 
ing, and,  in  the  preface  and  notes  to  his  edition  of  Vattel,  and  in  other 
writings,  had  expressed  sentiments  favorahle  to  liherty  and  free  instita- 
tions.  Dr.  Franklin  became  personally  acquainted  with  him  in  Holland, 
and  formed  bo  favorable  an  opinion  of  his  ability  and  character,  tlljat 
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wkxn  if  I  could  senre  upon  your  recomroendatioii,  k 
wodd  gire  me  great  pleasure*  Their  total  want  o^ 
Ettgfish  b  at  present  an  obstruction  to  their  getting 
any  empbjment  among  us ;  but  I  hq>e  they  will  soon 
obtain  some  knowledge  of  it  Thb  is  a  good  country 
fr  artificers  or  farmers;  but  gentlemen  of  mere  sd* 
eooe  m  h9  beUes  Uttre$  cannot  so  easily  subsist  hen% 
dbere  being  little  demand  for  their  assistance  among 
aa  industrious  people,  who,  as  yet,  hare  not  mudi 
feisore  for  studies  of  that  kind. 

I  am  mudi  d)liged  by  the  kind  present  you  hafe 
wmdt  us  of  your  edition  of  Vattd.  It  came  to  us  in 
good  season,  when  the  circumstances  of  a  rising  state 
it  necessary  frequently  to  consult  the  hw  of  nn* 
Accordingly  that  copy,  which  I  kept,  (after  de* 
podting  one  in  our  own  pubfic  Ubrary  here,  and  send* 
ing  die  other  to  the  College  of  Masnchusetts  Bay,  ai 
you  directed,)  has  been  continually  in  the  hands  of  die 
members  of  our  Ccmgress,  now  sittmg,  who  are  much 
pkased  with  your  notes  and  preface,  and  hare  enter* 
OBDed  a  high  and  just  esteem  for  their  author.  Your 
manuscript  "^IdU  sur  U  Gmwememeiit  et  la  RayoHti^ 

!•  fimmnipfMird  Kjia  to  the  CkmmiUtt  ^f  Sterti  Cittm^tmikmu  M  a 
MiiibW  p^fiofi  to  be  emplo]re4  in  tbetr  •enrice.  Ho  tccepted  thm  eamh 
WMHMi.  and  wo  ft  very  faithful  ft|r<*nt  dunnf^  the  whole  rerolutioii,  and 
§m  Mne  jremri  afUr  ti>e  peace.  When  Mr.  John  Adamt  wme  mtniilir 
Ami  Ike  UnitH  Rutr«  tn  llnQmnd,  Mr.  DumM  perlbnaed  the  ottc«  of 
MCfftary  and  timrwlator ;  and,  after  Mr.  Adaiti0*a  depaitoni,  he  acted  lor 
••«•  time  in  the  capacity  of  C%mrg4  iT.f^otrfj,  and  eichanged  with  tho 
IKilch  fnTerotnrnt  Uie  ratj5catioi)  of  the  tn*aty  nejfoCiated  by  Mr.  Ad- 
•Mi.     flee  ihfhmaiU  Cvrrttfomdenrt  of  tkt  mimentmm  Rtwohtimm^  VoL 

The  C*e«iaiai^  of  SecrH  Cwrfsporndtmet  waa  appointed  by  ConfreM 
m  the  ZHh  of  November.  I775«  for  the  ptirpoae  of  correepondinf  with 
pftfWMM  in  Europe,  who  were  etippoaed  to  be  frieoda  to  the  Amefioaa 
•aaH.  The  above  letter  waa  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  aa  a  memhor 
af  thai  cooinuttee.  On  the  17th  of  Apnl,  1777,  the  atyle  of  the 
«Bte  waa  chan|^  to  that  of  the  Ceacaiittcc  ^f  fWt^  4fabm, 
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is  also  well  relished,  and  may,  in  time,  have  -its  effect 
I  thank  you,  likewise,  for  the  other  smaller  pieces^ 
which  accompanied  VatteL  ^^  Le  court  Expos^  decequi 
9^ est  passe  entre  la  Cour  Britannique  et  lea  Colonies/* 
8fc.  being  a  very  concise  and  clear  statement  of  &cts^ 
will  be  reprinted  here  for  the  use  of  our  new  fiiends  in 
Canada.  The  translations  of  the  proceedings  of  our 
Congress  are  very  acceptable.  1  send  you  herewith 
what  of  them  has  been  farther  published  here,  togeth- 
er with  a  few  newspapers,  containing  accounts  of  some 
of  the  successes  Providence  has  favored  us  witL  We 
are  threatened  from  England  with  a  very  powerful 
force,  to  come  next  year  against  us.  We  are  mak* 
ing  all  the  provision  m  our  power  here  to  oppose  that 
force,  and  we  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  defend  our- 
selves. But,  as  the  events  of  war  are  always  uncer- 
tam,  possibly,  after  another  campaign,  we  may  find  it 
necessary  to  ask  the  aid  of  some  foreign  power. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  learn  ftom  you,  that 
toute  r Europe  notis  souhaite  le  plus  heureux  succes  pour 
le  maintien  de  nos  liberies.  But  we  wish  to  ImoWp 
whether  any  one  of  them,  from  principles  of  humanity, 
is  disposed  magnanimously  to  step  m  for  the  relief  of 
an  oppressed  people ;  or  whether,  if,  as  it  seems  likely 
to  happen,  we  should  be  obliged  to  break  off  all  con- 
nexion with  Britain,  and  declare  ourselves  an  inde- 
pendent people,  there  is  any  state  or  power  in  Europe^ 
who  would  be  willing  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
us  for  the  benefit  of  our  commerce,  which  amounted, 
before  the  war,  to  near  seven  millions  steriing  per  an- 
num, and  must  continually  increase,  as  our  people  in- 
crease most  rapidly.  Confiding,  my  dear  friend,  in 
your  good  will  to  us  and  to  our  cause,  and  in  your 
sagacity  and  abilities  for  business,  the  committee  of 
Congress,  appointed  for   the  purpose  of  establishmg 
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condnctbg  a  com»pondence  with  our  friends  in 
Bvope,  of  which  committee  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
Mmber,  have  directed  me  to  request  of  jou,  that,  as 
ytm  are  situated  at  the  Hague,  where  ambassadors 
ftm  aB  die  courts  reside,  you  would  make  use  of  the 
opportunity  that  situation  affords  you,  of  discovering,  if 
poawhte,  the  deposition  of  the  several  courts  with  re- 
spect ID  such  assistance  or  aOiance,  if  we  should  ap- 
ply  fcr  die  one,  or  propose  the  other.  As  it  may  pos- 
aMy  be  necessar)*,  in  particular  instances,  that  you 
shoctld,  fcr  this  purpose,  confer  directly  with  some  great 
BiMsters,  and  show  them  this  letter  as  your  creden« 
lU,  we  only  reconunend  it  to  your  discretion,  that 
yw  proceed  therein  with  such  caution,  as  to  keep  the 
sme  from  the  knowledge  of  the  English  ambassador^ 
and  prevent  any  public  appearance,  at  present,  of  your 

empfeyed  in  any  such  business ;  as  thereby  we 
many  mconveniences   may  be   avoided,  ud 
fmr  means  of  rendering  us  service  increased 

TTiat  you  may  be  better  able  to  answer  some  quee- 
tam^  which  will  probably  be  put  to  you,  concerning 
av  present  situation,  we  mfonn  you,  that  the  whole 
eottlinent  is  ver}'  firmly  united,  the  party  ibr  the  meas- 
of   the    British    ministry  bemg   very  small,  and 

dispersed;  that  we  have  had  on  foot,  the  last 
eanpaign,  an  army  of  near  twenty-five  thousand  men, 
who^evrith  we  have  been  able,  not  only  to  block  up 
tfe  Kmg*s  army  in  Ik)ston,  but  to  spare  considerable 
detachments  for  the  invasion  of  Canada,  where  we  have 
met  with  ^^reat  success,  as  the  printed  papers  sent 
herewith  will  inform  you,  and  have  now  reason  to  ex* 
pect  the  whole  province  may  be  soon  in  our  posses* 
mm;  that  we  purpose  greatly  to  mcrease  our  force 
ior  the  ensuing  year,  and  thereby  we  hope,  with  the 
taastance  of  a  well  disciplmed  militia,  to  be  able  la 


166  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [Mt.m. 

defend  our  coast,  notwithstanding  its  great  extent; 
that  we  have  already  a  small  squadron  of  armed  ves- 
sels to  protect  our  coasting  trade,  who  have  had  some 
success  in  takmg  several  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  and 
some  of  their  transport  vessels  and  store  slups*  This 
litde  naval  force  we  are  about  to  augment,  and  eiqpect 
it  may  be   more  considerable  in    the  next  summer. 

We  have  hitherto  applied  to  no  foreign  power.  We 
are  usmg  the  utmost  industry  in  endeavouring  to  make 
saltpetre,  and  with  daily  increasing  success^  Our  ar- 
tificers are  also  everywhere  busy  in  fabricating  small 
arms,  casting  cannon,  &a ;  yet  both  arms  and  anmu- 
nidon  are  much  wanted.  Any  merchants,  wha  would 
venture  to  send  ships  laden  with  those  articles^  might 
make  great  profit;  such  is  the  demand  in  every  ool- 
ony,  and  such  generous  prices  are  and  will  be  given; 
of  which,  and  of  the  manner  of  conducting  such  a 
voyage,  the  bearer,  Mr.  Story,  can  more  fully  in&ma 
you;  and  whoever  brings  m  those  articles  is  aUoved 
to  carry  ofif  the  value  in  provisions,  to  our  West  In- 
dies, where  they  will  probably  fetch  a  very  high  pJoe^ 
the  general  exportation  Srom  North  America  being 
stopped.  This  you  will  see  more  particulariy  in  a 
printed  resolution  of  the  Congress. 

We  are  in  great  want  of  good  engmeers,  and  wish 
you  could  engage  and  send  us  two  able  ones,  in  time 
for  the  next  campaign,  one  acquamted  with  field  ser- 
vice, sieges,  &c,  and  the  other  with  fortifying  d  sea- 
ports. They  will,  if  well  recommended,  be  made  veiy 
welcome,  and  have  honorable  appomtments,  besides  the 
expenses  of  their  voyage  hither,  in  which  Mr.  Story 
can  also  advise  them.  As  what  we  now  request  of 
you,  besides  taking  up  your  time,  may  put  you  to  some 
expense,  we  send  you  for  the  present,  endosed,  a  b3l 
for  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  to  defiay  such  ex- 
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peoses,  and  desire  you  to  be  assured  that  your  ser- 
vices wiD  be  considered,  and  honorably  rewarded,  by 
the  Congress. 

We  desire,  also,  that  you  would  take  the  trouble  of 
reoehring  finom  Arthur  Lee,  agent  for  the  Congress  in 
Bnglnd,  such  letters  as  may  be  sent  by  hun  to  your 
cu%  and  of  .forwardmg  them  tq  us  with  your  de- 
apstdies.  When  you  hare  occasion  to  write  to  him  to 
mkrm  Um  of  any  thmg,  which  it  may  be  of  hnpor- 
tMDCt  that  our  friends  there  should  be  acquamted 
with,  plemse  to  send  your  letters  to  him,  under  corer, 
(Greeted  to  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  merchant,  on  Tower 
Kl,  London;  and  do  not  send  it  by  post,  but  by 
tome  trusty  shipper,  or  other  prudent  person,  who  w31 
delvei  it  with  his  own  hand.  And  when  you  send 
to  us,  if  you  hare  not  a  direct  safe  opportunity,  we 
momiDoid  sending  by  way  of  St  Eustatia,  to  the 
of  Messrs.  Robert  and  Cornelius  Stevenson,  mer- 
there,  who  wiD  forward  your  despatches  to  roe. 
With  sbcere  and  great  esteem  and  respect,  I  am.  Sir, 

tUC  B.   pRXlfELIir. 


TO   BIfl   MOST   SKREHE   HIOHKESS»  DOlf    GABRIEL  OF 
BOURBOlf. 

On  receimng  kU   Version  of  SaBusL 

PbiUdelphia,  13  Docember,  ITTSu 

Illustrious  Prixcc, 
I  hare  just  received,  through  the  hands  of  the  am- 
btssador  of  Spain,  the  much  esteemed  present  your 
most  Serene  Highness  hath  so  kindly  sent  me,  of  your 
excellent  version  of  Sallust* 


*  TIm  tuumm  Latio  aad  8f«m^  edition  of  Sallual,  pfioUd  ta  1771^ 
kj  fttff«,  ftt  Uw  Roytl  IVtM  io  Madrid.  Thm  •dstion,  wlttek  ii  m 
tfUMl  ^Mffto»  m  coaaidawd  Vy  btbliofrmplMri  m  t 


168  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [Ar.A 

I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  honor  dcme  me,  and 
bieg  you  would  accept  my  thankful  acknowledgments. 
I  wish  I  could  send  hence  any  American  literary  pro- 
duction worthy  of  your  perusal ;  but  as  yet  the  Muses 
have  scarcely  visited  these  remote  regions.  P^iiapSi 
however,  the  proceedings  of  our  American  Copgies^ 
jus*t  published,  may  be  a  subject  of  some  curiosity  at 
your  court.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  sending 
your  Highness  a  copy,  with  some  other  psqpers,  whicfa 
contain  accounts  of  the  successes  wherewith  Provi- 
dence has  lately  favored  us.  Therein  your  wise  poli- 
ticians may  contemplate  the  first  efforts  of  a  rising 
state,  which  seems  likely  soon  to  act  a  part  of  somt 
importance  on  the  stage  of  human  a^^drs,  a^d  (umisli 
materials  for  a  future  SaHust  I  am  very  old,  and  caa 
Sparce  hope  to '  see  the  event  qf  this  great  contesjt} 
but,  looking  forward,  I  think  I  see  a  powerful  dprniaion 
growmg  up  here,  whose  mterest  it  will  be,  to  form  a 
close  and  firm  alliance  with  Spain,  (their  jterritoijiM 
bordering,)  and  who,  being  united,  wifl  be  abk^  not  .oft- 
ly  to  preserve  their  own  people  in  peace,  but  to  repA 
the  force  of  all  the  other  powers  m  Europe.  It  seems^ 
therefore,  prudent  on  both  sides  to  cultivate  a  good 
imderstanding,  that  may  hereafter  be  so  useful  to  both ; 
towards  which  a  fair  foundation  is  already  laid  in  our 
minds,  by  the  well  founded  popular  opinion  entertained 
here  of  Spanish  integrity  and  honor.  I  hope  my  pre- 
sumption in  hinting  this  will  be  pardoned.  If  in  any 
thing  on  this  side  the  globe  I  can  render  either  ser- 
vice or  pleasure  to  your  Royal  Highness,  your  com- 
mands will  make  me  happy.  With  the  utmost  esteenn 
and  veneration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Serene 
Highness's  most  obedient  and  most  hmnble  servant^ 

B.  FiLUf  sxiir. 

(ypognpby.    Dibden  remarkB,  that  it  ^is  yery  rare,  as  the  Priiiee^  Dofi 
Gabriel,  reserved  all  the  copies  for  pf^seots." 
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TO   CHARLES    LEE. 

Saitpetre  and  Poitder.  —  Use  of  Bows  and  Jhrows  m 
War.  —  Poltfdore  Virgil.  —  JcctptabU  Terms  of 
Qmeiliaiion  not  expected  from  England. 

PbOaadiihia,  11  Fobniary,  177& 

Dear  Sir, 

The  bearer,  M.  Arundel,  is  directed  by  the  Con- 
gress to  repair  to  General  Schuyler,  in  order  to  be 
employed  by  him  in  the  artiller}'  senice.  He  pro- 
poses to  wvai  on  you  in  his  way,  and  has  requested 
■e  to  btroduce  him  by  a  line  to  you.  He  has  been 
an  officer  in  the  French  service,  as  you  wiD  see  by 
his  oommissioDs ;  and,  professing  a  good  wiU  to  our 
cmose,  I  hope  he  may  be  useful  in  instructing  onr  gun- 
men  and  matrosses.  Perhaps  he  may  advise  in  open- 
ing the  nailed  cannon.  I  received  the  enclosed,  the 
odier  day,  from  an  officer,  Mr.  Newland,  who  served  m 
the  two  last  wars,  and  was  known  by  General  Crates^ 
who  spoke  well  of  him  to  me  when  I  was  at  Cambridge. 
He  is  desirous  now  of  entering  into  your  service.  I 
hive  advised  him  to  wait  upon  you  at  New  York. 

They  still  talk  big  in  England,  and  threaten  bard; 
but  their  language  is  somewhat  dviler,  at  least  not 
quite  so  di.sresjxK'tful  to  us.  By  degrees  they  come 
to  tht^  senses,  but  too  late,  I  fancy,  for  their  interest 

We  have  got  a  large  quantity  of  saltpetre,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  tons,  and  thirty  more  expected 
Powder-miUs  are  now  wanting.  I  beUeve  we  must 
•el  to  work  and  make  it  by  hand.     But  I  still  wish^ 


*  G^nrrtl  Lt^"  ttov  bail  th«  cocmnaiid  in  New  Vock«  tad  wwb  •»• 
fifNl  m  ti3mu%>etmg  voHu  of  d<»fenr<».  Hee  Spaaki'i  Li/t  ^  Otmm 
mm  JUimt,  VoL  1.  pp.  7S-  «  ;  aad  PTashrngtmrn't  Wriiu^,  VoL  UL  pfk. 

VOL.  TIIL  2S  O 
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with  you,  that  pikes  could  be  introduced,  and  I  would 
add  bows  and  arrows.  These  were  good  weapons^ 
not  wisely  laid  aside; 

1st  Because  a  man  may  shoot  as  truly  with  a  bow 
as  with  a  common  musket. 

2dly.  He  can  discharge  four  arrows  in  the  time  of 
chargmg  and  dischargmg  one  bullet. 

3dly.  His  object  is  not  taken  from  his  view  by  the 
smoke  of  his  own  side. 

4thly.  A  flight  of  arrows,  seen  commg  upon  thraif 
terrifies  and  disturbs  the  enemies'  attention  to  their 
business. 

5thly.  An  arrow  strikmg  m  any  part  of  a  man  puts 
him  hors  du  combat  till  it  is  extracted. 

6thly.  Bows  and  arrows  are  more  easily  proyided 
everywhere  than  muskets  and  ammunition. 

Polydore  Vh^gil,  speaking  of  one  of  our  battles  against 
the  French  in  Edward  the  Third's  reign,  mentions  the 
great  confusion  the  enemy  was  thrown  mto,  sagUtarwn 
nube,  from  the  English;  and  concludes.  Est  res  prth 
fecto  dktu  mirabiliSy  ut  tantus  ac  potens  exerdtus  a 
solis  fere  Anglicis  sagittariis  victus  Juerit ;  adeo  Jtn^ 
glus  est  sagittipotensy  el  id  genus  armarum  valet  If 
so  much  execution  was  done  by  arrows  when  men 
wore  some  defensive  armour,  how  much  more  might 
be  done  now  that  it  is  out  of  use. 

I  am  glad  you  are  come  to  New  York,  but  I  also 
wish  you  could  be  m  Canada.  There  is  a  kind  of 
suspense  in  men's  minds  here  at  present,  waiting  to 
see  what  terms  will  be  offered  fit)m  England.  I  ex- 
pect none  that  we  can  accept;  and,  when  that  is 
generally  seen,  we  shall  be  more  unanimous  and  more 
decisive.  Then  your  proposed  solemn  league  and 
covenant  will  go  better  down,  and  periiaps  most  of 
your  other  strong  measures  will  be  adopted.     I  am 
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always  giad  to  bear  from  you,  but  I  do  not  deserve 
your  favors,  being  so  bad  a  correspoudent  My  eyes 
wiQ  now  hardly  serve  me  to  write  by  oight,  and  these 
abort  days  have  been  all  taken  up  by  such  a  vaneCy 
of  business,  that  I  seldom  can  sit  down  ten  minutes 
withoul  interruption.  God  give  you  success.  I  am, 
with  the  greatest  esteem,  iuc 

B.   FWLAMKUM. 


mOM    JOSEPH    PRIESTLEY   TO   B.    FRAlfKUlf. 

Dr.  Price.  —  Conduct  of  the  Minulry.  —  PkUoiopkkal 
ExperimenU.  —  Fixed  jtir. 

Loodoo,  13  Fibwafj,  177IL 

Dear  Sir, 

I  lament  this  unhappy  war,  as  on  more  serious  ac- 
eoimts,  so  not  a  litUe,  that  it  renders  my  correspoii- 
doice  with  you  so  precarious.  I  have  had  three  let- 
ters from  you,  and  have  written  as  often ;  but  the  last, 
by  Mr.  Temple,  I  have  been  informed  he  could  not 
lake.     What  is  become  of  it,  I  cannot  telL 

This  accompanies  a  copy  of  my  second  volimie  of 
ObeertatioM  on  Jir^  and  a  pamphlet,  wluch  may  per- 
liapa  make  you  smile.  Major  Carieton,  brother  to  the 
govenor  of  Quebec,  has  undertaken  to  convey  the 
parcel  to  yoo. 

By  the  same  hand  you  will  receive  a  most  excel- 
lent pamphlet  by  Dr.  Price,  which,  if  any  thing  can, 
win,  I  hope,  make  some  impression  upon  this  infatuat- 
ed nation.  An  edition  of  a  thousand  copies  has  been 
Reariy  sold  in  two  days ;  but,  when  Lord  Geocge  Ger- 
main b  at  the  head  of  affairs,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  any  thing  like  reason  or  moderation  should  be  at- 
tended to.    Every  thing  breathes  rancor  and  deqpera- 


172  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [^t.TO. 

tion,  and  nothing  but  absolute  impotence  will  stop 
their  proceedings.  We  therefore  look  upon  a  final 
separation  from  you  as  a  certain  and  speedy  event 
If  any  thing  can  unite  us,  it  must  be  the  immediate 
adopting  of  the  measures  proposed  by  Lord  Shelbume, 
and  mentioned  in  Dr.  Price's  pamphlet  As,  however, 
it  is  most  probable  that  you  will  be  driven  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  governing  yourselves,  I  hope  you  have  wis- 
dom to  guard  against  the  rocks  that  we  have  fatally 
split  upon,  and  make  some  better  provision  for  secur- 
mg  your  natural  rights  against  the  encroachment  of 
power  in  whomsoever  placed. 

Amidst  the  alarms  and  distresses  of  war,  it  may 
perhaps  give  you  some  pleasure  to  be  informed,  that 
I  have  been  very  successful  m  the  prosecution  of  my 
experiments^  since  the  publication  of  my  second  vol- 
ume. I  have  lately  sent  to  the  Royal  Sodety  scmie  06- 
servations  on  Bloodj  which  I  believe  have  given  great 
satisfaction  to  my  medical  friends,  proving  that  the  use 
of  it,  in  respiration,  is  to  discharge  phlogistcm  from  the 
system,  that  is,  has  the  same  power  of  affectmg  air, 
when  congealed  and  out  of  the  body,  that  it  has  whra 
fluid  and  m  the  body,  and  acts  through  a  bladder  and 
a  large  quantity  of  serum,  as  well  as  m  immediate 
contact  with  the  air.  In  pure  air  it  becomes  of  a 
florid  red,  and  in  phlogisticated  air,  black ;  and  the  air 
to  which  it  has  been  exposed  is  afiected  in  the  same 
manner,  as  it  is  by  respiration,  the  calcination  of  met- 
als, or  any  other  phlogistic  process. 

I  am  now  in  a  very  promising  course  of  experi- 
ments on  metalsj  from  all  of  which,  dissolved  in  spirit 
of  nitre,  I  get  first  nitrous  air  as  before,  and  then,  dis- 
tilling to  dryness,  from  the  same  materials,  fixed  auTf 
and  dephlogisticated  air.  This  proves  that  fixed  air  is 
certainly  a  modification  of  the  nitrous  acid.     I  have^ 
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however,  got  no  fixed  air  from  gold  or  sflver.  You 
win  smile  when  I  tell  you,  that  I  do  not  absdutdy 
despair  of  the  transmutation  of  metals. 

In  one  of  your  letters,  you  mention  your  baring 
made  a  valuable  discovery  on  your  passage  to  Amer- 
ica,  and  promise  to  write  me  a  particular  account  of 
it  If  you  ever  did  this,  the  lett^  has  miscarried,  for 
iriiich  I  shall  be  sorry,  and  the  more  so  as  I  now 
abnost  despair  of  hearing  from  you  any  more  till  tbete 
troubles  are  settled. 

The  club  of  honest  tVhig$^  as  you  justly  caD  them, 
think  themselves  much  honored  by  your  having  been 
one  of  them,  and  also  by  your  kind  remembrance  of 
them.  Our  zeal  in  the  good  cause  is  not  abated; 
you  are  often  the  subject  of  our  conversation.  Not 
In  burden  my  friend  too  much,  I  give  him  only  one 
copy  of  my  book ;  but  I  hope  you  will  commumcate  il 
lo  Profesaor  Winthrop,  with  my  most  respectful  cooi- 
pinieots.    I  am,  &c. 

J.  Peiestlet. 

P.  &  Lord  Shelbume  and  Colonel  Barr£  were 
pleased  with  your  remembrance  of  them,  and  desire 
their  best  respects  and  good  wishes  in  return.  The 
best  thing  I  can  wUh  the  friendly  bearer  of  this  letter 
ii»  that  he  may  &1II  into  your  hands,  as  I  am  sure  be 
wiU  meet  with  goixl  treatment,  and  perhaps  have  the 
happiness  of  conversing  with  you,  a  happiness  which 
I  now  regret  Y'our  old  servant,  Fevre,  often  mentions 
you  with  aflfection  and  respect.  He  is,  in  aO  respects, 
an  e^iceUent  ser\anL  I  value  him  much,  both  on  his 
own  account  and  yours.  He  seems  lo  be  very  happy. 
Mrs,  Stevenson  is  much  as  usuaL  She  can  talk  about 
nothing  but  you. 

o* 
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TO    CHARLES   L££. 

Mroducing  Thomas  Paine^  the  Author  of  "  Common 

Sense."" 

Philadelphia,  19  Februaiy,  1776L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  rejoice  that  you  are  going  to  Canada.  I  hope 
the  gout  will  not  have  the  courage  to  foUow  you  into 
that  severe  climate,  I  believe  you  will  have  the  num- 
ber  of  men  you  wish  for.  I  am  told  there  will  be 
two  thousand  more,  but  there  are  always  deficiencies.* 

The  bearer,  Mr.  Padne,  has  requested  a  line  d  in- 
troduction to  you,  which  I  give  the  more  willingly,  ns 
I  know  his  sentiments  are  not  very  different  from 
yours.  He  is  the  reputed,  and,  I  think,  the  real  an- 
thor  of  Common  Sense^  a  pamphlet  that  has  made  great 
impression  here.  I  do  not  enlarge,  both  because  he 
waits,  and  because  I  hope  for  the  pleasiu^  rf  confer- 
ring with  you  face  to  face  m  Canada.  I  will  onfy 
add,  that  we  are  assiu^d  here  on  the  part  df  France, 
that  the  troops  sent  to  the  West  Indies  have  no 
mimical  views  to  us  or  our  cause.  It  is  thought  they 
intend  a  war  without  a  previous  declaration.  God  prtNh 
per  all  your  undertakings,  and  return  you  with  health^ 
honor,  and  happiness.    Yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRAKKLIir. 


*  Congress  had  ordered  General  Lee  to  repair  to  Canada,  and  fate 
the  command  there;  but  his  destination  was  soon  after  changed,  aad 
he  went  to  the  south. 


Mf.m]  CORR£8PONDENCK.  176 

mOM    DAVID    HARTLEY   TO    B.    FlUlfKLUf.* 

Orgmg  Measwres  of  Reconciliation  between  Great 
Britain  and  the   Colonies. 

London,  94  Febniaiy,  17T6L 

Dkae  Sir, 

It  B  8o  bng  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing from  you,  that  I  fear  the  administration  has  but 
loo  effectually  stopped  the  channel  of  communicatioQ 
between  this  countr}*  and  its  colonies.  I  have  alwajrs 
dreaded  this  event,  as  fatal  and  final  to  the  prospect 
of  a  national  reconciliation.  When,  in  any  contention, 
tbe  parties  are  not  only  studiously  kept  asunder,  but 
■bchief-making  go-betweens  exert  eveiy  art,  and  prac- 
tibe  every  fitiud,  to  inflame  jeabusies,  animosities,  and 
nsaentments  between  them,  it  is  but  too  obvious  to 
fear,  that  your  ohh  prophetic  words  should  be  accom- 
piriiedj  that,  instead  of  that  cordial  affection,  which 
Ottoe  and  so  long  existeil,  and  that  harmony  so  suit- 
able to  the  happiness,  safety,  strength,  and  welfare  of 
both  countries,  a  mutual  hatred,  such  as  we  see  sub- 
Hting  between  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese,  the 
Geooese  and  Corsicans  should  fatally  take  root  be- 
tween the  I  parent  state  and  its  colonies. 

These  ftrirs  ;irn  not  abated  by  the  consideration  ef 
the  inces>;ml  injuries,  which  have  been,  and  which  con- 
tmue  to  \m\  hcajK'd  upon  our  unhappy  fellow  subjects 


•  T\t**  ttrxgutm]  of  tliiti  IrtliT  in  in  tSe  b«ni!«rritin|f  of  David  Hartley, 
k«|  mgn^d  "it.  B.**  «  Mii^natiii^  which  Mr.  Hartiry  a^xed  to  many  of 
km  Wttirrf  to  I>r.  Kmriklm,  wntl^n  during  i)m»  n'^ulution.  Mr,  llartJcy 
«•■  a  i&«*mbrr  of  PaHianicnl,  and  opptjsrd  to  tii«*  tninistchal  mcaaurN 
m  r^f«H  Ut  Am^nca.  lie  mad**  af^Trrml  att4*mpti,  at  the  b<»ffmuin|f  of 
tkt  tnMible«,  to  r(Tt*ci  a  rinrooci] laiiuo  b«twr«*o  the  two  countn«a ;  aad 
««0  ntA  !•-«■  artive  af\i*rvartia  lo  eodravuunni;  to  prorure  a  peace.  Ho 
wwt  Ukrmmc  utiw(*an«-d  in  hia  beoevoient  rxertiuoa  for  tho  relief  of  Um 
ft— nrin  pfKoaew  lo  CogUad  dunof  tho  wtr. 
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in  America.  These  mjuries  are,  indeed,  brought  upcm 
them  by  the  administration,  who  usurp  the  authori^, 
which  they  pretend  to  derive  from  the  people;  but, 
from  the  distance  betwreen  us  and  our  American  breth- 
ren, and  the  false  evidence  transmitted  from  one  to 
the  other,  I  greatly  fear  that  national  resentments  wiD 
become  indiscriminate.  It  is  mseparable  from  human 
nature,  that  the  mind,  under  any  grievous  sufferingi 
especially  injury,  will  be  distracted  and  broken  &om 
its  nearest  connexions,  which  may  hs4)pen  to  be  but 
accidentally  mvolved.  The  affection  of  states .  to  each 
other  consists  of  the  combmation  of  personal  affectioii8» 
parentage,  and  intercourse.  When  blood  is  shed,  and 
the  parent  weeps  for  his  son,  the  widow  for  her  hus- 
band, brother  for  brother,  an  inextinguishable  resent- 
ment arises.  Those  unfortm^ates,  who  have  lost  thdr 
relatives  and  friends,  become  furious;  and  in  thos^ 
who  have  them  yet  to  lose,  hcnrors  and  fears  take 
place  of  and  drive  out  affection ;  the  bonds  of  attach- 
ment are  let  loose,  and  all  the  tumultuous  passions  are 
set  afloat. 

I  know,  that  you  are  as  sensible  of  these  conse- 
quences as  any  one  can  be.  You  have  foreseen  them 
afar  off.  You  have  predicted  them;  you  have  done 
every  thing  in  your  power  to  soften  animosities,  and 
to  put  off  the  evil  day.  I  hope  still,  that  you  wiD 
not  despair.  Your  age,  experience,  character,  human- 
ity, and  example  of  moderation  in  disregarding  those 
mjuries.  and  insults,  which  have  been  offered  to  your- 
self, give  you  the  best  title  to  plead  with  your  coun- 
trymen to  suspend  their  resentments,  to  discriminate 
those  who  have  not  mjured  them,  and  to  remember 
the  ties  of  affection  between  themselves  and  their  fd- 
low  subjects  in  England.  I  see  the  influence  of  your 
counsels  in  the  Congress.    I  see  the  distibiction  dear* 
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Ij  made  between  the  ministry  and  the  people  of  Eng- 
kmd;  but  I  fear  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  seeds  of 
jeakxisy  are  struggling  to  break  out 

The  address  from  the  Congress  to  the  Assembly 
of  Jamaica  speaks  of  the  people  of  England  as  dissi- 
pated and  corrupt  The  people  of  England  are  fur 
odienrise.  They  are  just  and  generous ;  and,  if  it  were 
pot  to  die  sense  of  the  people  of  England,  you  wouU 
not  be  left  b  any  doubt  whether  it  was  want  of  toUl^ 
or  mnl  of  pawer^  to  do  you  justice.  You  know  the 
blot  of  our  constitution,  by  which,  to  our  disgrace,  and 
to  your  misfortune,  a  corrupt  ministry,  sheltered  by 
Pifffiamentary  influence,  are  out  of  our  immediate  coo- 
troL  A  day  of  account  may  come,  when  the  justice 
of  the  nation  may  prevail ;  and,  if  it  comes  not  too  late, 
k  may  prove  a  day  of  reconciliation  and  cordial  re- 
«U0Q  between  us  and  America.  The  trial  is  with  you. 
Id  suspend  your  resentments  from  becoming  mdiscrimi- 
Bite;  and  a  great  trial  it.  is.  I  cannot  tell  you  what 
eibrts  the  ministry  have  in  their  purpose  to  try.  I 
m  amazed  at  their  headstrong  hardiness  to  proceed 
m  an  undertaking,  which  gives  them  so  little  prospect 
of  success. 

Many  of  your  best  friends  m  England  regret,  that 
die  Congress  has  not  made  some  specific  and  definite 
proposition,  upon  which  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
Ei^land  might  have  been  consulted.  A  people  at 
hvge  cannot  enter  into  historical  details,  especially  when 
bets  are  so  studiously  confounded  and  misrepresented, 
but  still  they  could  judge  of  a  simple  proposition.  If 
aay  such  had  been  made,  I  think  it  would  have  been 
the  most  likely  method  to  capti\'Hte  the  good  will  of 
the  nation.  While  the  propositions  of  the  Congress 
we  general  and  indefinite,  the  ministry  treat  them  at 
general  words,  meaning  little  or  nothing  in  fact    But, 

TOL.    Tin.  23 
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I  think,  the  further  prosecution  of  hostile  measures 
could  not  be  supported  by  the  mimstry,  if  they  were 
to  refuse  any  definite  and  equitable  offer  of  accommo- 
dation, made  on  the  part  of  America.  K  it  be  possi- 
ble, let  the  two  countries  be  once  more  reunited  in 
affection.  It  is  not  simply  peace  that  we  ought  to 
strive  for,  but  reconciliation,  which  is  more  than  peace. 
We  may  have  peace  with  foreign  states,  but  it  must 
be  reconciliation  alone  that  can  reunite  us  as  (me  people. 
However  forlorn  the  prospect  may  be,  let  not  the  com- 
mon friends  slacken  their  endeavours.  Constancy,  is 
our  only  hope.  All  is  lost,  if  we  despair.  I  am,  dear 
Sir,  witii  the  greatest  regard  and  esteem,  affectioii- 
ately  yours,  O.  B. 


TO   PHILIP   SCHCTTLEIL* 

Qmmdsaioners  appointed  by  Congress  to  go  to 
Canada. 

Philadelphia,  11  Mai^  1776L 

Sir, 
The  Congress  have  appointed. three  Commissioiien 
to  go  to  Canada,  of  which  number  I  have  the  bcmor 
to  be  one.t    We  purpose  setting  out  some  day  tfab 


*  General  Schuyler  had  at  this  time  the  command  of  the 
department,  and  of  the  army  operating  in  Canada. 

t  The  other  commissioners  were  Samuel  Chase  and  ChulM  CbndL 
They  were  appointed  on  the  15th  of  February.  To  these  were  joittid 
the  Reverend  John  Carroll,  a  Catholic  clergyman,  afterwards  Aidh 
bishop  of  Baltimore.  He  was  not  officially  one  of  the 
but  was  requested  to  accompany  them,  it  being  supposed,  that, 
his  religious  sentiments,  character,  and  knowledge  of  the  French  lan- 
guage, his  presence  and  counsels  might  be  useful  in  promotiiig  the  ob- 
jects of  the  mission  with  the  Canadians.  An  American 'army  wae  at 
that  time  in  Canada,  under  the  command  of  General  Wooeter,  who  was 
■bortly  after  succeeded  by  General  Thomas.    The  Commissioners  were 
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weeL  I  take  the  Uberty  of  mentioDmg  this,  as,  pot- 
flUj,  a  Ettle  prerious  notice  may  enable  you  more  easfly 
to  make  any  preparation  you  shall  judge  necessary  to 
tacBtate  and  expedite  our  journey,  which,  I  am  sure^ 
JOQ  w9  be  kbdly  disposed  to  do  for  us.  A  fiiend 
widi  us  win  make  our  company  four,  besides  our  ser- 
tanta.  We  sbaB  either  go  m  carriages  directly  to  AI- 
baay,  or  by  water,  if  the  rirer  is  open,  fiom  New 
ToriL  Hoping  soon  for  the  pleasure  of  seemg  you, 
I  BOW  only  add,  that  I  am,  with  the  smcerest  respect 
aDd  eatoem.  Sir,  &c 

B.   FEAHKUir. 

P.  &    The  bearer,  M.  La  Jeunesse,  has  been  con- 
by  the  Congress  as  a  friend  to  the  Amerioao 
and  he  b  recommended  to  your  prolectkm  od 
return  to  Canada. 


I  vttb  lUl  U»toutbuui»  aad  with  Um  ibOovfaif  i 
by  Um  Pit^dem  of  Co^rei. 
*W«,  rtporaf  specia]  tnwt  tad  cooAdeoco  in  joar  i«d,  AMi^f, 
umi  tMHhtity,  do,  by  Xhem  prewnto,  eooflCitata  and  appoial 
fmk  «r  mmj  two  of  yoo,  Cnwimiwinnnri  for  and  on  behalf  of  oa,  aad 
•I  1km  paapli  of  the  United  Coloniea,  whom  we  repreaeat,  to  pfoawlt 
m  hnm  a  smno  b«^ween  the  aaid  cokmiea  and  the  people  of  Canada, 
■ccafdmf  to  the  metnictiooa  herewith  delivered  to  you,  and  aueh  aa  yoa 
■ay  WreaUrr  rrcetre ;  and  to  ez<«ate  all  aoch  roatten  and  thtafa  aa 
fM  wtm  m  iball  be  direelad  by  your  aawi  inatraetiona ;  and  we  do  r»* 
fBva  aO  oOeera,  aoldierm,  and  othera,  who  may  fbcititata  your  nago- 
Haiias,  or  pfwnote  the  auccg—  thc^reof,  in  aid  and  aaaiai  yon  theraia; 
Mid  j^m  are,  from  time  tn  tioH*,  to  transmit  and  report  your  ptocead 
■ip  to  Cottfreaa.  Thit  cunmiaaion  to  contiaoe  in  Ibree  till  ratotod 
by  Ite  or  a  Mora  Confreaa.**  —  JdmnMlt,  Mmtk  900,  177a 
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TO   LORD   STIRLnrO.* 

Journey  to  Canada. 

Braxunrie,  97  Muci^  1776L 

My  dear  Lord, 
I  received  your  obliging  letter  some  days  since  at 
Philadelphia ;  but,  otir  departure  from  thence  being  im« 
certain,  I  could  not  till  now  acquaint  your  LcHtbdup 
when  we  expected  to  be  at  New  Yoii.  We  moye 
but  slowly,  and  I  think  we  shall  scarce  reach  Newaik 
before  to-morrow,  so  that  we  cannot  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  before  Friday.  Being  myself,  from  kmg 
absence,  as  much  a  stranger  in  New  Yoric  as  tfie 
other  gentlemen,  we  join  in  requestmg  you  would  be 
so  good  as  to  cause  lodgings  to  be  provided  for  ns, 
and  a  sloop  engaged  to  carry  us  to  Albany.  There 
are  five  of  us,  and  we  propose  staymg  m  New  York 
two  nights  at  least  With  great  and  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

B.  FRAlTKLIir. 


TO   JOSIAH   QUINCY. 

Journey  to  Canada. — Proceedings  of  Congress. 

Saratoga,  15  April,  177€L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  here  on  my  way  to  Canada,  detamed  by  the 

present  state  of  the  Lakes,  in  which  the  unthawed  ice 

obstructs  navigation.    I  begin  to  apprehend  that  I  have 

undertaken  a  fatigue,  that,  at  my  time  of  life,  may  prove 

*  Brigadier  General  in  the  American  army,  and  stationed  at  New 
York,  where,  for  a  short  time,  he  had  the  chief  command  alter  the 
departure  of  General  Lee.    See  ffaakingUnCi  fFriHngM^  Vol  IIL  p.  318. 
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too  much  for  me;  so  I  sit  down  to  write  to  a  few 
friend!*  by  way  of  farewell 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  departure  of  your  late 
troublesome  neighbours.  I  hope  your  country  will 
BOW  for  some  time  have  rest,  and  that  care  wiO  be 
taken  so  to  fortify  Boston,  as  that  no  force  riiall  be 
able  apun  to  get  footing  there.  Your  very  kind  letter 
of  November  13th,  enclosing  Lord  Chatham's  and 
Lortl  Camden's  speeches,  I  duly  received  I  think 
DO  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  iavors 
of  corresponding  friends,  but  I  find  it  impossible  to 
aaswer  as  I  ought.  At  present  I  think  you  will  deem 
me  inexcusable,  and  therefore  I  will  not  attempt  an 
^lology.  But  if  you  should  ever  happen  to  be  at  the 
same  time  oppressed  nith  years  and  business,  you  may 
then  extenuate  a  little  for  your  old  friend. 

The  notes  of  the  speeches  taken  by  your  son,  whose 
km  I  shaD  ever  deplore  with  you,  are  exceedmgly 
valuable,  as  bemg  by  much  the  best  account  preserved 
of  that  day's  debate.* 

Tou  ask,  "^When  Ls  the  Continental  Congress  by 
gemeral  consent  to  be  formed  into  a  supreme  legisla- 
ture ;  allianars,  defensive  and  oflensive,  formM ;  our 
port^  opened  ;  and  a  fonnidahle  naval  force  established 
at  the  public  charge  ?  ^  I  can  only  answer  at  present, 
that  nothing  seems  wanting  but  that  "^general  consent** 
The  novelty  of  the  thing  deters  some,  the  doubt  of 
success,  others,  the  vain  ho[)e  of  reconciliation,  many. 
But  our  enemies  take  continually  every  proper  measure 
lo  remove  these  ol)stacles,  anil  their  endeavours  are 
atteodetl  with  succi*ss»  since  every  day  furnishes  us 
with  new  caustts  of  im  rea^^ing  enmity,  and  new  reasons 

*  NotM  of  Wpeoflw  maile  hj  Ix>fd  GiMiUiAm,  Iy>rd  CumAt^n,  aa4 
«ikM,  m  ^^  Bricwii  Houm  of  t^m^  Smmuay  90ll^  177a  Bm  Lffk 
^  Um^k  fimmry,  Jmwfr,  pp.  318,  XIS. 

TOL.  Till.  P 
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for  wishing  an  eternal  separation;  so  that  there  is  a 
rapid  increase  of  the  formerly  small  party,  who  were 
for  an  independent  government. 

Yom*  epigram  on  Lord  Chatham's  remark  has  am- 
ply repaid  me  for  the  song.  A^ccept  my  thanks  for 
it,  and  for  the  charmmg  extract  of  a  lady's  ietter,  ccm- 
tained  in  yom*  favor  of  Januaty  22d.  I  thought,  whoi 
I  sat  down,  to  have  written  by  this  opportunity  to 
Dr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Bowdoin,  and  Dr.  Winthrop,  but  I 
am  interrupted.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  my  affec- 
tionate respects  to  them,  and  to  your  family.  Adieu, 
my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours  most  affec- 
tionately, B.  FRAlTKLIir. 


TO    PHILIP    SCHUYLER. 

Journey  from  Jllbany  ta  JVho  York. 

New  York,  27  May,  177a 

Dear  General, 
We  arrived  here  safe  yesterday  evenmg,  m  your 
postchaise  driven  by  Lewis.  I  was  unwilling  to  give 
so  muc{i  trouble,  and  would  have  borrowed  your  sul- 
key,  and  driven  myself;  but  good  Mrs.  Schuyler  in- 
sisted on  a  full  compliance  with  your  pleasure,  as  SBg- 
nified  in  your  letter,  and  I  was  obliged  to  submit, 
which  I  was  afterwards  very  glad  of,  part  of  the  road 
being  very  stony  and  much  gullied,  where  I  should, 
probably,  have  overset  and  broken  my  own  bones,  aD 
the  skill  and  dexterity  of  Lewis  being  no  more  than 
sufficient.  Through  the  influence  of  your  kind  recom- 
mendation to  the  mnkeepers  on  the  road,  we  found  a 
great  readmess  to  supply  us  with  a  change  oS  horaes. 
Accept  our  thankful  acknowledgments ;  they  are  all  we 
can  at  present  make. 
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We  congratulate  you  on  the  very  valuable  priie 
made  at  Boston.  They  threaten  us  with  a  mighty 
force  from  England  and  Germany.  I  trust  that,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  campaign,  its  ineflicacy  will  be 
apparent  to  all  the  world,  our  enemies  become  sick  of 
their  projects,  and  the  freedom  of  America  be  estab- 
liabed  on  the  surest  foundation,  its  own  ability  to  de- 
fend it.  May  God  bless,  and  preserve  you,  for  all  our 
aakes  as  well  as  for  that  of  your  dear  family.  Mr. 
Canon  jobs  me  in  every  hearty  wish  for  proq)ait]r 
and  felicity  to  you  and  yours.  With  the  highest  es- 
teem and  respect,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c 

B.  Fkamklui. 


TO    THE    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA.^ 

Friu  carried  into  Ba$lan.  —  German  Jhtxiliariee.  — 
Jfew  ChvemmentM  advised  bif  Congress.  —  His  Ht 
HeaJtk. 

New  York,  97  Mar,  177& 

Dear  Friends, 
We  arrived  here  safe  yesterday  evening,  having  left 
Mrs.  Walker  witli  her  husband  at  Albany,  from  whence 
ve  came  down  by  land.  We  passed  him  on  Lake 
Champiain ;  but  he  returning  overtook  us  at  Saratoga, 
where  they  both  took  such  liberties,  in  taunting  at  our 
conduct  in  Canada,  that  it  c^uiie  almost  to  a  quarrel 
We  continued  our  care  of  her,  however,  and  landed 
ber  safe  in  Albany  with  her  three  wagon  knds  of 
baggage,  brought  thither  without  putting  her  to  any 
expense,   and   parted    civilly,   though   coldly.     I   think 

*  Dr.  f  rmAkliiiNi  ill  lUle  of  health  eompelM   kim  to  l<«v«  Cumtk 
Mbf«  Om  oOier  ComniiMtooeri,  ami  Im  retimicd  in  conpuiy  with  tlM 
Mr.  C«mU. 
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they  both  have  an  excellent  talent  at  making  them- 
selves enemies,  and,  I  believe,  live  where  they  will, 
they  will  never  be  long  without  them. 

We  met  yesterday  two  officers  from  Philadelphia, 
with  a  letter  fix)m  the  Congress  to  the  Commissionais, 
and  a  sum  of  hard  money.  I  opened  the  letter,  and 
sealed  it  again,  directing  them  to  carry  it  f^ward  to 
you.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  great  prize  carried 
into  Boston.  Seventy-five  tons  of  gunpowder  are  an 
excellent  supply,  and  the  thousand  carbines  with  bayo- 
nets, another  fine  article.  The  German  auxiliaries  are 
certainly  coming.  It  is  our  business  to  prevent  their 
retummg.  The  Congress  have  advised  the  erecting 
new  governments,  which  has  occasioned  some  dissen- 
sion in  Philadelphia,  but  I  hope  it  will  soon  be  com- 
posed.* 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  welfare.  As  to  my- 
self, I  find  I  grow  daily  more  feeble,  and  think  I  oodd 
hardly  have  got  along  so  far,  but  for  Mr.  Carroll's 
fiiendly  assistance  and  tender  care  of  me.  Some  sjrmp- 
toms  of  the  gout  now  appear,  which  makes  me  think 
my  mdisposition  has  been  a  smothered  fit  of  that  dis- 
order, which  my  constitution  wanted  strength  to  form 
completely.    I  have  had  several  fits  of  it  fc»inerly. 

God  bless  you  and  prosper  your  counsels,  and  bring 
you  safe  again  to  your  friends  and  families.  With  the 
greatest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRAKKLnr. 

*  It  was  resolved  in  Congress,  ''That  it  be  recommended  to  tht 
respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  whers 
no  government  sufficient  for  the  exigencies  of  their  afiairs  has  betti 
hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  form  of  government  fti  shall,  in  tiw 
opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  best  conduce  to  the  hap- 
piness and  safety  of  their  constituenta  in  particular,  and  Ammica  in 
generaL" — JoumaU^  May  lOM. 
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TO   OEOROB    WASHIKOTOlf. 

QmtrPMmce  far  dutrm/ing  the  Enemas  Skqm. 

Sir, 
The  bearer,  Mr.  Joseph  Belton,  some  time  since 
petidooed  the  Ckxigress  for  encouragement  to  destroy 
the  enemy's  ships  of  war  by  some  contrivances  of  hb 
invention.  They  came  to  no  resolution  on  his  peti- 
tion; and,  as  they  appear  to  have  no  great  opinion 
of  such  proposalsi  it  b  not  easy,  in  the  muhipticitjr 
of  bmnness  before  them,  to  get  them  to  bestow  any 
p«t  of  their  attention  on  his  request  He  is  now  de- 
sirous of  trying  his  hand  on  the  ships  that  are  gone 
q>  die  Nofth  River;  and,  as  he  proposes  to  worlc  en- 
lireiy  at  his  own  expense,  and  only  desires  your  coun- 
lanance  and  permission,  I  could  not  refuse  his  dean 
of  a  fine  of  introduction  to  you,  the  trouble  of  wfaick 
I  beg  you  to  excuse.  As  he  appears  to  be  a  veiy 
i^jenious  man,  I  hope  his  project  may  be  attended 
with  success.  With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &lc. 

B.  Frarklut. 


TO   HORATIO    QATBS. 

RuohtM  of  Omgreu  for  dutrUmting  Papen 
the  HeMBtan  Troopn.  —  Priza  taken  at  Sea. — Dr. 
Priee^M  Pamphlet.  —  Mcicet  from  England. 

PlMl«a«l|ihM,  V  AofVit,  17m 

Dear  Sir, 
The  Congress  being  advised,  that  there  was  a  pro- 
babflity  that  the  Hessians  might  be   mduced  to  quit 

▼OL.  Till.  84  P* 
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the  British  service  by  offers  of  land,  came  to  two  re- 
solves for  this  purpose,  which,  being  translated  mto 
German  and  printed,  are  sent  to  Staten  Island  to  be 
distributed,  if  practicable,  among  those  people.  Some 
of  them  have  tobacco  marks  on  the  back,  that  so  to- 
bacco being  put  up  in  them  in  small  quantities,  as 
the  tobacconists  use,  and  suffered  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  these  people,  they  might  divide  the  papers  as  phin- 
der,  before  their  officers  could  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  contents,  and  prevent  their  being  read  hy  the 
men.  That  was  the  first  resdve.  A  second  has  since 
been  made  for  the  officers  themselves.  I  am  desired 
to  send  some  of  both  sorts  to  you,  that,  if  you  find 
it  practicable,  you  may  convey  them  amcmg  the  Ger- 
mans that  shall  come  against  you. 

The  Congress  continue  firmly  united,  and  we  be- 
gin to  distress  the  enemy's  trade  very  much;  many 
valuable  prizes  bemg  continually  brought  m.  Anns 
and  ammunition  are  also  contmually  arrivmg,  the  Frendi 
having  resolved  to  permit  the  exportation  to  us,  as 
they  heartily  wish  us  success ;  so  diat  m  anotfaa*  year 
we  shall  be  well  provided. 

As  you  may  not  have  seen  Dr.  Price's  exodlent 
pamphlet,  for  writing  which  the  city  of  London  pre- 
sented him  a  freedom  in  a  gold  box  of  fifty  pounds' 
value,  I  send  you  one  of  them. 

My  last  advices  from  England  say,  that  the  minis- 
try have  done  their  utmost  in  fitting  out  this  arma- 
ment ;  and  that,  if  it  fails,  they  cannot  find  means  next 
year  to  go  on  with  the  war.  While  I  am  writing 
comes  an  account,  that  the  armies  were  engajged  on 
Long  Island,  the  event  unknown,  which  throws  us  mto 
anxious  suspense.    God  grant  success.    I  am,  &c. 

B.  Frakkon. 
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TO    LORD   HOWE. 

Qmcemmg  an  InttrvUw  requested  by  his  Lordship. 

PbiUilelphm,  8  BepCeniber,  1776L 

Mr  Lord, 

I  received  your  favor  of  the  16th  past  I  did  not 
iBmediatdy  answer  it,  because  I  found  that  my  cor- 
iwpoading  with  your  Lordship  was  disliked  by  some 
members  of  Congress.  I  hope  now  soon  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  with  you,  vivd  voce^  the  mat* 
lera  mentioned  b  it;  as  I  am,  with  Mr.  Adams  and 
Ifr  Rutledge,  appointed  to  wait  on  your  Lordshqp^  in 
eottaequence  of  a  desire  you  expre^ied  in  some  ooo- 
fvnatioQ  with  General  Sullivan,  and  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  made  thereupon,  which  that  gentleman  has 
protMbly  before  this  time  communicated  to  you. 

We  propose  to  set  out  on  our  journey  to-monow 
morning,  and  U>  be  at  Amboy  on  Wednesday  about 
MK  o*dock,  wh^e  we  should  be  glad  to  meet  a  line 
ftom  your  Lordship,  appointing  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting.  If  it  woul<l  be  agreeable  to  your  Lordship, 
we  apprehend,  that,  either  at  the  house  on  Staten  Island 
opposite  to  Amboy,  or  at  the  governor's  house  m  Am- 
boy, we  might  be  accommodated  with  a  room  for  the 
purpose.  With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  my  Lord,  &c. 

B.    pRAlfKUK.* 


*  Far  I^orv)   llnwr*«  tfui^vrr  U>  thi«  Irttrr,  aiid  othrr  fMirticoUft  i#- 
rtittf  Id  the  tnlmriew  wttii  htm,  mi^  VoL  V.  pp.  97-108. 
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TO    PHILIP   MAZZEL 

Academy  of  Turin. —  Culture  of  Silk  in  America. — 
Seeds  of  a  Plant  from  Italy. 

Philadelphia.    [Date  uneertaiii.]  * 

Dear  Sir, 

It  was  with  great  pleasure,  that  I  learned  fix>m  Mr. 
Jefferson  that  you  were  settled  in  America;  and,  from 
the  letter  you  favored  me  with,  that  you  liked  the 
country,  and  have  reason  to  expect  success  in  your 
laudable  and  meritorious  endeavours  to  introduce  new 
products.  I  heartily  wish  you  all  the  success  you  can 
desire  in  that,  and  every  other  laudable  undertaking, 
that  may  conduce  to  your  comfortable  establishment  in 
your  present  situation.  I  know  not  how  it  has  hap- 
pened, that  you  have  not  received  an  answer  finom  the 
secretary  of  our  Society.  I  suppose  they  must  hate 
written,  and  that  it  has  miscarried.  If  you  have  not 
yet  sent  the  books,  which  the  Academy  of  Torin  have 
done  us  the  honor  to  present  us  with,  we  must,  I  fear, 
wait  for  more  quiet  times  before  we  can  have  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  them,  the  communication  being 
now  very  difficult 

All  America  is  obliged  to  the  Grand  Duke  for  his 
benevolence  to  it,  and  for  the  protection  he  afforded 
you,  and  his  encouragement  of  your  undertaking.  We 
have  experienced,  that  silk  may  be  produced  to  great 
advantage.  WhUe  in  London,  I  had  some  trunks  foil 
sent  to  me  from  hence,  three  years  successively ;  and  it 
sold  by  auction  for  nineteen  shillings  and  sixpence  the 

•  This  letter  is  reprinted  from  the  Port  Folio  (Vol.  IV.  p.  M).  It 
is  there  dated  "Philadelphia,  December  3d,  1775."  The  mention  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  the  letter  proves  this  date  to  be 
wrong.  It  was  probably  written  a  short  time  before  Dr.  Franklin's  de- 
parture for  France. 
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fmall  pound,  which  was  not  much  below  the  silk  of 
Inly. 

The  Congress  have  not  yet  extended  their  views 
much  towanls  foreign  powers.  They  are  nevertheless 
obliged  by  your  kind  oflTers  of  your  senice,  which  per- 
haps in  a  year  or  two  more  may  become  very  useful  to 
them.  I  am  myself  much  pleased,  that  you  have  sent 
a  tnuisktioQ  of  our  Declaration  of  Independence  to  the 
Grand  Duke;  because,  having  a  high  esteem  for  the 
character  of  that  prince,  and  of  the  whole  imperial  (am- 
ijr,  from  the  accounts  given  me  of  them  by  my  friendt 
I^.  logenhousz,  and  yourself  I  should  be  happy  to  find» 
tiMt  we  stood  well  in  the  opmion  of  that  court 

Mr.  Tromond  of  Milan,  with  whom  I  had  the  pleat- 
wn  of  being  acquainted  in  London,  spoke  to  me  of  a 
pint  much  used  in  Italy,  and  which  he  thought  might 
be  useful  in  America.  He  promised,  at  my  request,  to 
tbd  me  some  of  the  seeds,  which  he  has  aocordmgly 
done.  I  have  unfortunately  forgotten  the  use,  and 
Ibow  nothing  of  the  culture.  In  both  these  partio* 
liars  I  must  beg  information  and  advice  from  you.  It 
is  caDed  ratizzanL  I  send  specimens  of  the  seed  en- 
cbsed.  I  received  from  the  same  Mr.  Tromcmd  four 
copies  of  a  tnmshtion  of  some  of  my  pieces  into  the 
ffte  famguage  of  your  native  country.  I  beg  your  ac- 
ceptance of  one  of  them,  and  of  my  best  wishes  for 
your  health  and  prosperity.  With  great  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Feakklut. 
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TO   JOHN    HANCOCK,    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Jtnnoxmces  his  Arrival  in  France. — Does  not  asstime 
a  public  Character.  —  Military  Stores  destined  for 
•dmerica. 

Nantei,  8  December,  1776L 

Sir, 
In  thirty  days  after  we  left  the  Capes  of  Delaware^ 
we  came  to  an  anchor  in  Quiberon  Bay.  I  remained 
on  board  four  days,  expecting  a  change  of  wind  proper 
to  carry  the  ship  into  the  river  Loire;  but  the  wind 
seemed  fixed  in  an  opposite  quarter.  I  landed  at  Auiy, 
and  with  some  difficulty  got  hither,  the  road  not  being 
well  supplied  with  means  of  conveyance.  Two  days 
before  we  saw  land,  we  met  a  brigantine  finom  Bor- 
deaux belonging  to  Code,  and  another  from  Rochefixt 

*  In  March,  1776,  Mr.  Deane,  lately  a  member  of  Coogrese,  was  iMl 
to  France  by  the  Committee  of  Secret  Correspondence,  and  aathoristd 
to  act  88  a  apolitical  and  commercial  agent  for  the  United  Statei.  Oa 
the  96th  of  September,  three  Commiaaioners  were  appdnted  by  Can* 
gress  to  take  charge  of  the  American  affairs  in  Europe,  and  endeafoar 
to  procure  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  court  of  France.  These  con^ 
misBioners  were  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silss  Deane,  and  Thomas  Jelfo> 
son.  The  appointment  being  declined  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  his  place  wti 
supplied  by  Arthur  Lee,  on  the  22d  of  October.  Mr.  Lee  waa  Umb 
in  London,  and  Mr.  Deane  in  Paris.  Dr.  Franklin  sailed  from  Phila- 
delphia on  the  26th  of  October,  and  the  vessel  entered  Quiberon  Bay, 
November  29th.  He  proceeded  thence  by  way  of  Nantea  to  Fai^ 
where  he  arrived  about  the  20th  of  December,  and  where  he  found  Mr. 
Deane.  They  were  joined  by  Mr.  Lee  the  day  after  Dr.  Franldiii^ 
arrival. 

This  commission  continued  till  September  14th,  1778,  when  it  wti 
dissolved  by  Congress,  and  Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  France.  Many  of  the  official  letters,  relatiBf 
to  his  public  transactions  during  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence  in 
France,  were  signed  jointly  by  the  three  Commissioners.  As  it  is  ool 
known  which  of  these  letters  were  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  no  pail 
of  them  is  introduced  into  this  work.  They  may  all  be  seen  in  tiM 
first  and  second  volumes  of  the  DipUmaiic  Corresp<mdence  <if  ike  < 
lean  JUvoluiion. 
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belon^g  to  Hull,  both  of  which  were  taken.  The 
first  had  on  boanl  staves  tar.  turpentine,  and  claret; 
the  other  copiac  brandy  and  flaxseed.  There  is  some 
difficulty  in  determining  what  to  do  with  them ;  as 
they  are  scarce  worth  sending  to  America,  and  the 
mfaid  of  the  French  court,  with  regard  to  prizes  brought 
mto  thdr  ports,  b  not  yet  known.  It  is  certainly  con- 
trarr  to  their  treaties  with  Britain  to  permit  the  sale 
of  them,  and  we  have  no  regular  means  of  trjing  and 
condemning  them.  There  are,  however,  many  here, 
who  would  purchase  prizes;  we  having  already  had 
•everal  offers  from  persons  who  are  willing  to  take 
vpoo  Aemselves  all  consequences  as  to  the  illegality. 
Captain  Wickes,  as  soon  as  he  can  get  his  refresh- 
Bent,  intends  to  cruise  in  the  Channel. 

Our  friends  in  France  have  been  a  good  deal  de- 
jected with  the  Gazette  accounts  of  advantages  ob- 
tained against  us  by  the  British  troops.  I  have  helped 
diem  here  to  recover  their  spirits  a  little,  by  assuring 
diem,  that  we  still  face  the  enemy,  and  were  under 
DO  apprehension  of  their  armies  being  able  to  com- 
plete their  junction.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Lee  has 
lately  been  at  Paris,  that  Mr.  Deane  is  still  there,  and 
diat  an  underhand  supply  is  obtained  from  the  govern- 
ment of  two  hundred  brass  fieldpieces,  thirty  thou- 
Mnd  firelocks,  and  some  other  military  stores,  which 
are  now  shipping  for  America,  ami  will  l)e  convoyed 
by  a  ship  of  war.  The  court  of  England  (M.  Penet 
teBs  me,  from  whom  I  have  the  above  intelligence,) 
had  the  folly  to  demand  Mr.  IX»ane  to  be  delivered 
up,  but   were  refused. 

Our  voyage,  though  not  long,  was  rough,  and  I  feel 
myielf  weakened  by  it ;  but  I  now  recover  strength 
dailv,  and  in  a  few  davs  shall  l)e  al)le  to  undertake 
the  journey  to  Pars.     I  have  not  yet  taken  any  pub- 
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lie  character,  thinking  it  prudent  first  to  know  whether 
the  court  is  ready  and  willing  to  receive  ministers  pub* 
licly  from  the  Congress;  that  we  may  neither  embar* 
rass  it  on  the  one  hand,  nor  subject  ourselves  to  the 
hazard  of  a  disgraceful  refusal  on  the  other.  I  have 
despatched  an  express  to  Mr.  Deane,  with  the  letters 
that  I  had  for  him  from  the  Committee,  and  a  copy 
of  our  commission,  that  he  may  immediately  make  the 
proper  inquiries,  and  give  me  information.  In  the  mean 
time  I  find  it  generally  supposed  here,  that  I  am  sent 
to  negotiate;  and  that  opmion  appears  to  give  great 
pleasure,  if  I  can  judge  by  the  extreme  civilities  I 
meet  with  fix)m  numbers  of  the  principal  peoj^  who 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  visit  me. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Deane,  by  some  speedy  and  safe 
means,  to  give  Mr.  Lee  notice  of  his  appointmmit  I 
find  several  vessels  here  laden  with  military  stares  fiar 
America,  just  ready  to  sail  On  the  whole,  there  is 
the  greatest  prospect  that  we  shall  be  well  provided 
for  another  campaign,  and  much  stronger  than  we  weie 
last.  A  Spanish  fleet  has  sailed  with  seven  thousand 
land  forces  foot,  and  some  horse.  Their  destination  is 
unknown,  but  supposed  against  the  Portuguese  in  Bra- 
zil. Both  France  and  England  are  preparing  strong 
fleets,  and  it  is  said,  that  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
are  preparing  for  war,  apprehending  that  a  gen^^  one 
cannot  be  very  far  distant.  When  I  arrive  at  Parifl^ 
I  shall  be  able  to  write  with  more  certainty.  I  beg 
you  to  present  my  duty  to  Congress,  and  assure  them 
of  my  most  faithful  endeavours  in  their  service.  With 
the  smcerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c.  B.  FRAiTKLiir. 
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TO  THB  COMMITTCB    OW  8ECEXT  C0RRCSP05D£lfCK. 

NuitMi  8  Ptcnaibtr,  177R 


GC5TLCME5, 

After  a  short  but  rough  passage  of  thirty  days,  we 
anchored  in  Quiberon  Bay,  the  wind  not  suiting  to 
eater  the  Loire.  Captain  Wickes  did  every  thing  m 
Us  power  to  make  the  voj'age  comfortable  to  me ;  and 
I  was  much  pleased  with  what  I  saw  of  his  coRduct 
as  aR  oflScer,  when  on  supposed  occasions  we  made 
prepandoR  tor  engagement,  the  good  order  and  leadi^ 
RM^  with  which  it  was  done,  bebg  far  beyond  my 
eipectatioos,  and  I  believe  equal  to  any  thing  of  the 
URd  m  the  best  ships  of  the  King's  fleet.  He  seeoM 
to  have  also  a  very  good  set  of  officers  under  him. 
I  iKipe  they  will  aU  in  good  time  be  promoted  He 
RMt  and  took  two  prizes,  brigantinea,  one  brionging 
to  Cork,  bden  with  staves,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  and 
civet ;  the  other  to  HuO,  with  a  cargo  of  flaiseed  and 
brandy.  The  captains  have  made  some  propositions 
of  ransom^  which,  perhaps,  may  be  accepted,  as  there 
is  yet  no  means  of  condemning  them  here,  and  they 
aie  scarce  worth  sending  to  America.  The  ship  is 
yet  in  Quiberon  Bay,  with  her  prizes.  I  came  hither 
fcom  thence,  seventy  miles,  by  land.  I  am  made  ei* 
tremely  wekrome  here,  where  America  has  many  friends. 
As  soon  as  I  have  recovered  strength  enough  for  the 
journey,  whu  h  I  hope  will  be  in  a  very  few  day% 
I  shall  set  out  for  Paris.  My  letter  to  the  President 
wffl  inform  ycni  of  ?iome  other  particulars.  With  great 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.    FRjUCKUlf. 

p.   S.     Dectmher   lO/A.     I   have   just  feamed   that 
eighty  pieces  of  cannon,  aU  brass,  with  carriages,  braoeSi 
VOL.  VIII.  85  4 
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and  every  thing  fit  for  immediate  service,  were  em- 
barked in  a  frigate  fi*om  Havre,  which  is  sailed;  the 
rest  were  to  go  in  another  frigate  of  thirty-six  guns. 


TO   THE  COMMITTEE    OF  SECRET  CORRESPOKDElf  CS. 

Park,  4  Janiuury,  1777. 

Gektlemek, 

I  arrived  here  about  two  weeks  smce,  where  I  found 
Mr.  Deane.  Mr.  Lee  has  since  joined  us  from  Lod- 
don.  We  have  had  an  audience  of  the  minister.  Count 
de  Vergennes,  and  were  respectfufly  received.  We 
left  for  his  consideration  a  sketch  of  the  jxoposed  tresp 
tj.*  We  are  to  wait  upon  him  to-nuxrow  vrith  a  strong 
memorial,  requesting  the  aids  mentioned  m  our  instmc- 
tions.  By  his  advice,  we  have  had  an  interview  widi 
the  Spanish  ambassador,  Count  d'Aranda,  who  seems 
well  disposed  towards  us,  and  will  forward  copies  of 
our  memorials  to  hb  court,  which  will  act,  he  says, 
m  perfect  concert  vrith  this. 

Their  fleets  are  said  to  be  m  fine  order,  maimed 
and  fit  for  sea.  The  cry  of  this  nation  is  for  us^  but 
the  court,  it  is  thought,  views  an  approaching  vrar  with 
reluctance.  The  press  contmues  in  England.  As  soon 
as  we  can  receive  a  positive  answer  from  these  courts, 
we  shall  despatch  an  express  with  it  I  am,  gentle- 
men, &c 

B.  FRAirKLDr. 

*  See  this  sketch  in  the  Secret  Joomak  of  Congress,  VoL  II.  p.  7. 
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TO    MRS.    MART   HRWSOK. 

PwM»  19  3umuf9  1777. 

Mt  drar,  drar  Polly, 

Figure  to  yourself  an  old  man,  with  gray  hair  ap- 
pearing under  a  martin  fur  cap,  among  the  powdered 
heads  of  Paris.  It  is  this  odd  figure  that  salutes  you, 
with  handfulls  of  blessings  on  you  and  your  dear  lit- 
tle ones. 

On  my  arrival  here.  Mademoiselle  Biheron  gave  me 
gmi  pleasure  in  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  you  to 
her.  It  acquainted  me  that  you  and  yours  were  weU 
■I  August  lasL  I  have  with  me  here  my  young  grand- 
son, Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  a  special  good  boy.  I 
iliall  give  him  a  little  French  language  and  addresSi 
and  then  send  him  over  to  pay  his  respects  to  Mias 
HewsoiL  My  bve  to  all  that  love  you,  particulariy  to 
dear  Dolly.  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  your  aftc- 
tknate  B.  Frarklui. 

P.  S.  Temple,  who  attends  me  here,  presents  his 
reelects.  I  must  contrive  to  get  you  to  America.  I 
want  all  my  friends  out  of  that  wicked  country.  I 
have  just  seen  m  the  paper  seven  paragraphs  about 
me,  of  which  six  were  lies. 


TO    THR    PRRS1DC5T   OF   COlfORRSS. 

Pv«i»  90  Jaaotrx,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  bearer,  Captain  Bahn,  is  strongly  recommended 
to  me  as  a  very  abk  officer  of  horse,  and  capable  of 
being  extremely  useful  to  us,  in  formmg  a  body  of 
men  fur  that  service.  As  he  has  othemise  an  excel- 
lent character,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him 
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to  my  friends  as  a  stranger  of  merit,  worthy  of  their 
civilities,  and  to  the  Congress  as  an  officer,  who,  if 
employed,  may  greatly  serve  a  cause,  which  he  has 
sincerely  at  heart.    With  great  respect,  &c 

B.  Franklut. 


TO   MRS.  MARY   HEWSON. 

Paris,  26  Januaiy,  1777. 

Dear  Polly, 

I  wrote  a  few  lines  to  you  by  Dr,  B ^  and  have 

since  seen  your  letter  to  Jonathan,  by  which  I  have 
the  great  pleasure  of  learning,  that  you  and  yours  wefe 
well  on  the  17th. 

What  has  become  of  my  and  your  dear  DoDy? 
Have  you  parted?  for  you  mention  nothing  rf  h*r. 
I  know  your  friendship  continues ;  but  perhaps  she  b 
with  one  of  her  brothers.    How  do  they  all  do? 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  line  from  my  dear  dd 
friend,  your  mother.  Pray  tell  me  where  she  is,  and 
how  it  is  with  her.  Jonathan,  who  is  now  at  Nantes, 
told  me  that  she  had  a  lodging  in  Northumberland 
Court  I  doubt  her  being  comfortably  accommodated 
there.  Is  Miss  Barwell  a  little  more  at  rest,  or  as 
busy  as  ever?  Is  she  well?  And  how  fares  it  with 
our  good  friends  of  the  Henckell  family? 

But,  principally,  I  want  to  know  how  it. is  with  you. 
I  hear  you  have  not  quite  settled  yet  with  those  peo- 
ple. I  hope,  however,  that  you  have  a  sufficient  in- 
come, and  live  at  your  ease,  and  that  your  money  is 
safe  out  of  the  funds.  Does  my  godson  remember 
any  thing  of  his  Doctor  papa?  I  suppose  not  Kiss 
the  dear  little  fellow  for  me ;  not^  forgetting  the  others. 
I  long  to  see  them  and  you.  What  became  of  the 
lottery  ticket  I  left  with  your  good  mother,  which  was 
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to  produce  the  diamoDd  ear-rings  for  you?  Did  you 
fet  them  1  If  not.  Fortune  has  wronged  you,  for  you 
0mgkt  to  have  had  thenu  I  am,  my  dear  friend,  ever 
yours  with  sincere  esteem  and  affection, 

B.  Frakkliv. 

P.  S.  January  27 tk  They  teB  me,  that,  b  writ- 
ing to  a  hdy  from  Paris,  one  should  always  say  some- 
thing about  the  fia^hions.  Temple  observes  them  more 
than  I  da  He  took  notice,  that  at  the  ball  in  Nantasi 
there  were  no  heads  less  timn  fire  and  a  few  were 
seven  lengths  of  the  face,  above  the  top  of  the  fore- 
bead  You  know  that  those  who  have  practised  draw- 
ing, as  he  has,  attend  more  to  proportions,  than  peo- 
ple in  common  do.  Yestanday  we  dined  at  the  DulLe 
de  Rocfaefoucauki\  where  there  were  three  ducheases 
and  a  countess,  and  no  head  h^^her  than  a  bee  and 
m  haUl  So,  it  seem^,  the  farther  from  court,  the  more 
extravagant  the  mode. 


TO   JOSEPH    PRIfiSTLCT. 

PUUmopher^M  Stone.  —  Slate  of  JIffmn  m 

Patm,  S7  Jftiravj,  NTT. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  rpceived  your  very  kind  letter  of  February  last, 
some  timt*  in  September.  Major  Carleton,  who  was 
so  kbd  a^  to  fon%ard  it  to  me,  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity of  doinj?  it  s<H»ner.  I  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  con- 
tinual (Yn>Kre>s  in  tho.se  useful  discoveries;  I  find  that 
you  have  set  all  the  phihsophem  of  Europe  at  work 
u(H>n  fist  A  air ;  and  it  is  with  great  pleasure  I  ob- 
sene  how  high  you  stand  in  their  opinion ;  for  I  en- 
joy my  (fiends*  iame  as  my  own. 
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The  hint  you  gave  me  jocularly,  that  you  did  not 
quite  despair  of  the  philosopher's  stones  draws  from 
me  a  request,  that,  when  you  have  found  it,  you  will 
take  care  to  lose  it  again;  for  I  believe  in  my  ccm- 
science,  that  mankind  are  wicked  enough  to  continue 
slaughtering  one  another  as  long  as  they  can  find 
money  to  pay  the  butchers.  But,  of  all  the  wars  in  my 
time,  this  on  the  part  of  England  appears  to  me  the 
wickedest ;  having  no  cause  but  malice  against  liberty, 
and  the  jealousy  of  conunerce.  And  I  think  the 
crime  seems  likely  to  meet  with  its  proper  punish- 
ment; a  total  loss  of  her  own  liberty,  and  the  de- 
struction of  her  own  commerce. 

I  suppose  you  would  like  to  know  something  of 
the  state  of  sdfairs  m  America.  In  all  probabili^  we 
shall  be  much  stronger  the  next  campaign  than  we 
were  in  the  last;  better  armed,  better  disciplined,  and 
with  moi'e  ammunition.  When  I  was  at  the  can^) 
before  Boston,*  the  army  had  not  five  rounds  of  pow- 
der a  man.  This  was  kept  a  secret  even  fix>m  our 
people.  The  world  wondered  that  we  so  seldom 
fired  a  cannon;  we  could  not  afford  it;  but  we  now 
make  powder  in  plenty. 

To  me  it  seems,  as  it  has  always  done,  that  this 
vfdf  must  end  m  our  favor,  and  in  die  ruin  of  Britain, 
if  she  does  not  speedily  put  an  end  to  it  An  Eng- 
lish gentleman  here  the  other  day,  m  company  with 
some  French,  remarked,  that  it  was  folly  in  France  not 
to  make  war  immediately;  ^nd  in  England,  replied 
one  of  them,  not  to  make  peace. 

Do  not  believe  the  reports  you  hear  of  our  internal 
divisions.  We  are,  I  believe,  as  much  united  as  any 
pe(^le  ever  were,  and  as  firmly. 

B.  Frankldt. 

•  In  October,  177&    See  aba?e,  p.  leO. 
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FROM   WILUAM   DODD   TO   B.   FRAlfKUlf. 

Loodofi,  9D  JmBMrj,  1777. 

I  make  no  apology  for  troubling  you  with  a  re- 
quest  I  have  heretofore  made  of  confeying  the  en- 
doaed  fetter,  if  poiisible,  to  a  worthy  young  womaut 
whoi,  in  an  unfortunate  hour,  went  to  America,  and  to 
who9e  fortunes  and  situation  there  I  am  a  stranger. 

Anxious  for  the  success  of  the  grand  struggfe»  in 
wUch  you  are  engaged,  I  couM  have  been  happy  in 
ooRYersmg  with  you  when  I  was  at  Paris,  but  you 
were  rather  reserved  If  you  should  see  or  convert 
with  Mr.  Mante,  who  resides  at  Dieppe,  but  is  fre« 
qoe&dy  at  Paris,  he  knows  my  sentiments,  and  woukl 
be  happy  to  communicate  with  you.*  I  am,  with 
my  great  esteem,  &c. 

W.  DoDik 

P.  &  Is  it  not  possibfe  to  efieal  a  reconciliatioiil 
H^ipy  coukl  I  be  to  be  any  way  instrumental  in  it 


Mtote  WM  the  author  of  "Tho  Hhmory  of  Uie  htU  Wtr 
ii  N«itll  AoM^rira,  and  Um»  UkiMk  of  Um  WeM  lodies,  iocludiaf  Um 
ClilMigMi  of  17t?l  and  \7VA  afmimt  hm  Majesty**  Indian  Enemie*;* 
ktmg  a  ^oafto  volume  publwbed  at  London  in  I773L  It  ia  Uie  ban 
liilary  o(  the  war  which  h%»  been  wniten.  The  author  aenred  in 
A— rwa;  an«l«  in  the  cminpaii^  tfainut  the  Indian*,  in  1701,  he  acttd 
m  mi^nr  of  a  bn^de  and  aid- decamp  ti>  (teneral  BrmdatreeC  Ahat 
kt  fttbliihed  hw  UiMittry,  he  rn^aifed  in  cst«*nBive  africoltnral  opeim* 
ttmm  in  Fraor«*,  where  he  fell  into  pectiniaiy  diflkttltte«»  a«  he  Wf% 
bf  IW  failhlt'M  conduct  of  a  person  wtUi  whom  he  waa  aaanciat^d. 
Il«  waa  mpneitn^  in  Pan<  ^»r  d<*bL  In  th«  condition,  debilttaltd 
kf  Smemm  and  oppreMed  with  want«  he  applied  to  Dr.  Kmnklin  Ibf 
•anitanr<^.  Hm  creditirn  k<*pt  him  lon|f  confined,  dunnf  which  tioM 
Or.  Frmnkim  rsteiMh»d  to  him  ererjr  firiendly  aid  m  hn  power,  mhI 
fiaafuiwly  •Mpplird  bw  noceaaitie*. 
U  waa  but  aii   daja  after  writing  tht  abov«  Wtteff,  thai  Dr.  DodU 
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TO   MRS.    THOMPSON,   AT   U8UE« 

Paris,  8  February^  1777.  • 

You  are  too  early,  hussy,  as  well  as  too  sancy,  in 
calling  me  rebel;  you  should  wait  for  the  event, 
which  will  determme  whether  it  is  a  rebellion  or  only 
a  r-ecoluiion.  Here  the  ladies  are  more  ciril ;  they  call 
us  Us  insurgefiSy  a  character  that  usually  pleases  them ; 
and  methinks  all  other  women  who  smart,  or  have 
smarted,  under  the  tyranny  of  a  bad  husband,  ought 
to  be  fixed  in  revoltUion  principles,  and  act  accordinj^. 

In  my  way  to  Canada  last  spring,  I  saw  dear  MiB. 
Barrow  at  New  York.  Mr.  Barrow  had  been  from 
her  two  or  three  months  to  keep  Governor  Tryon  and 
other  Tories  company  on  board  the  Asia,  ope  of  tbe 
Ejng's  ships  which  lay  m  the  harbour;  and  in  aD  diat 
time  that  naughty  man  had  not  ventured  once  <in 
shore  to  see  her.  Our  troops  were  then  pouring  mto 
the  town,  and  she  was  packing  up  to  leave  it,  fearing, 
as  she  had  a  lalge  house,  they  would  incommode  her 
by  quartering  officers  in  it.  As  she  appeared  in  great 
perplexity,  scarce  knowmg  where  to  go,  I  persuaded 
her  to  stay;  and  I  went  to  the  general  officers  then 
commanding  there,  and  recommended  her  to  their  pro- 
tection ;  which  they  promised  and  performed.  On  my 
return  from  Canada,  where  I  was  a  piece  of  a  gov- 
ernor (and  I  think  a  very  good  one)  for  a  fortn^ht, 
and  might  have  been  so  till  this  time  if  your  wicked 
army,  enemies  to  all  good  government,  had  not  come 
and  driven  me  out,  I  found  her  still  in  quiet  posses- 
sion of  her  house.    I  mquired  how  our  people  had 

signed  the  bond,  which  he  had  forged  as  from  Lord  Chatterfield,  nd 
which  proved  his  ruin.  He  was  conyicted  on  Uie  94th  of  febrany, 
and  executed  in  June  following. 
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beliaTed  to  ber.  She  spoke  in  high  terms  of  the  re- 
•pectAtl  atteotioD  they  bad  paid  her,  and  the  quiet  and 
•ecurity  they  had  procured  her.  I  said  I  was  glad  of 
k;  and  that,  if  they  had  used  her  ill,  I  would  hare 
tamed  Tory.  Then  said  die,  with  that  pleasing  gayet]^ 
io  natural  to  her,  /  wuk  they  had.  For  you  most 
know  she  b  a  Toryesi  as  well  as  you,  and  can  as 
fippantly  caU  rebel.  I  drank  tea  with  her;  we  talked 
aflectknaldy  of  you  and  our  other  friends  the  Wlkeses^ 
of  whom  she  had  received  no  late  mtelligence.  What 
became  of  ber  sbce,  I  have  not  heard.  The  street 
she  Bred  m  was  some  months  after  chiefly  burnt  down ; 
but,  as  the  town  was  then,  and  ever  since  has  be€0» 
m  possession  of  the  King*s  troops,  I  have  had  no  op- 
portURity  of  knowing  whether  she  suffered  any  k)6S  m 
die  conflagration.  I  hope  she  did  not,  as,  if  she  dkl, 
I  sbouU  wish  I  had  not  persuaded  ber  to  stay  there. 

I  am  glad   to  learn  from  you,  tbat  that  unhappy^ 

teugb  desenring  family,  the  W s,  are  getting  mto 

9ome  business,  that  may  afford  them  subsist^ice.  I 
fny^  tbat  God  will  bless  them,  and  that  they  may  see 

days.    Mr.  Cheap*s  and  Dr.  H 's  good  for- 

piease  me.  Pray  learn,  if  you  have  not  abeady 
laamt,  like  me,  to  be  pleased  with  other  people's  pleas- 
ures, and  happy  with  their  happiness,  wb^i  none  occur 
of  your  own ;  and  then  perhaps  you  will  not  so  soor 
be  weary  of  the  place  you  chance  to  be  m,  and  so  fond 
of  nmbbng  to  get  rid  of  your  ffiiuia.  I  bncy  you 
have  hit  upon  the  right  reason  of  your  being  weary 
of  St.  Omer's,  viz.  that  you  are  out  of  temper,  wludi 
is  the  effect  of  full  living  and  klleness.  A  month  in 
BfideweU,  beating  hemp,  upon  bread  and  water,  would 
give  you  health  and  spirits,  and  subsequent  cbeeiful- 
ness  and  contentment  with  eveiy  other  situation.  I 
prescribe  tbat  regimen  for  you,  my  dear,  in  pure  good 

TOL.  ruu  86 
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will,  without  a  fee.  And  let  me  tell  you,  if  you  do 
not  get  into  temper,  neither  Brussels  nor  Lisle  wiD 
suit  you.  I  know  nothing  of  the  price  of  living  in 
either  of  those  places ;  but  I  am  sure  a  single  woman, 
as  you  are,  might  with  economy  upon  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year  maintain  herself  comfortably  anywhere^ 
and  me  mto  the  bargain.  Do  not  mvite  me  in  ear- 
nest, however,  to  come  and  Uve  with  you ;  for,  being 
posted  here,  I  ought  not  to  comply,  and  I  am  not  sure 
I  should  be  able  to  refuse. 

Present  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Payne  and  Mrs. 
Heathcot ;  for,  though  I  have  not  the  honor  of  know- 
ing them,  yet,  as  you  say  they  are  friends  to  the 
American  cause,  I  am  sure  they  must  be  women  of 
good  understanding.  I  know  you  wish  you  could  see 
me ;  but,  as  you  cannot,  I  will  describe  mysdf  to  yoiL 
Figure  me  in  your  mmd  as  jolly  as  formerly,  and  as 
strong  and  hearty,  only  a  few  years  dder ;  very  plam- 
ly  dressed,  wearing  my  thm  gray  straight  hsir^  tint 
peeps  out  under  my  only  coiffure^  a  fine  fur  c^  whidh 
comes  down  my  forehead  almost  to  my  speetadea. 
Think  how  this  must  appear  among  the  powdered 
heads  of  Paris !  I  wish  every  lady  and  gentleman  in 
France  would  only  be  so  obliging  as  to  foOow  my 
fashion,  comb  their  ovni  heads  as  I  do  mine,  dismiss 
their  friseurs^  and  pay  me  half  the  money  they  paid 
to  them.  You  see,  the  gentry  might  well  affonl  tUs^ 
and  I  could  then  enlist  these  fiiseurSj  who  are  at 
least  one  hundred  thousand,  and  with  the  money  I 
would  maintsdn  them,  make  a  visit  with  them  to  Eng* 
land,  and  dress  the  heads  of  your  ministers  and  privy 
counsellors;  which  I  conceive  at  present. to  be  un  pm 
dSrangSes.  Adieu,  madcap;  and  believe  me  ever, 
your  afiectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Frakklot. 
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P.  &  Don*!  be  proud  oT  this  long  letter.  A  fit 
of  tlie  gout,  which  has  confined  me  five  days,  and 
■Mde  me  refuse  to  see  coropanyi  has  giren  me  a  fit- 
tie  time  to  trifle;  otherwise  it  would  hare  been  very- 
dboit,  visitors  and  busmess  would  hare  mtemipted; 
and  perhaps,  with  Mrs.  Barrow,  you  wish  they  had. 


TO   JOHN   IKOEKHOITSZ. 

JifT  which  Dr.  Franklin  uxu  Meni  to  Franu. 

Rirk.    [Dtte  necitaim.] 

I  long  hbored  in  England,  with  great  zeal  and 
|r,  to  prerent  the  breach  that  has  ha{^)ened,  and 
is  now  so  wide,  that  no  endearours  of  mine 
possibly  heal  it  You  know  the  treatment  I  met 
from  that  imprudent  court;  but  I  keep  a  sep- 
aocount  of  prirate  mjuries,  which  I  may  forgire ; 
and  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  mix  them  with  pubfic 
aAirs.  Indeed,  there  is  no  occasion  for  their  aid  to 
wbet  my  restotment  against  a  nation,  that  has  burnt 
ov  defenceless  towns  in  the  midst  of  winter,  has  ex- 
dted  the  sggges  to  assassinate  our  innocent  farmers, 
with  their  JRies  and  children,  and  our  slaves  to  mur- 
der their  masters! 

It  woukl  therefore  he  deceiving  you,  if  I  suffered 
yoo  to  remain  in  the  supposition  you  have  taken  up, 
dM  I  am  come  to  Europe  to  make  peace.  I  am  in 
htX  ordered  hither  by  the  Congress  for  a  very  differ- 
eat  purpose ;  viz.  to  procure  those  aids  from  Eurq)ean 
powers,  for  enabling  us  to  defend  our  freedom  and 
iwiependence,  which  it  b  certainly  their  interest  to 
grant ;  as  by  that  means  the  great  and  rapidly  grow- 
ing trade  of  America  wiQ  be  open  to  them  all,  and 
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not  a  monopoly  to  Great  Britain,  as  heretof(»^;  a 
monopoly,  that,  if  she  is  suffered  again  to  possess,  will 
be  such  an  increase  of  her  strength  by  sea,  and  if  she 
can  reduce  us  agam  to  submission,  she  will  have  there* 
by  so  great  an  addition  to  her  strength  by  land,  as 
will,  together,  make  her  the  most  fcHinidable  power 
the  world  has  yet  seen;  and,  from  her  natural  pride 
and  insolence  in  prosperity,  of  all  others  the  most  in- 
tolerable. 

You  desire  to  know  my  opinion  of  what  will  proba- 
bly be  the  end  of  this  war;  and  whether  our  new 
establishments  will  not  be  thereby  reduced  again  to 
deserts.  I  do  not,  for  my  part,  apprehend  much  dan- 
ger of  so  great  an  evil  to  us.  I  think  we  shall  be 
able,  with  a  litde  help,  to  defend  ourselves,  our  posses- 
sions, and  our  liberties  so  long,  that  England  wiQ  be 
rumed  by  persisting  in  the  wicked  attempt  to  destroy 
them.  I  must  nevertheless  regret  that  ruin,  and  wish 
that  her  injustice  and  tyranny  had  not  deserved  it 
And  I  somedmes  flatter  myself,  that,  old  as  I  am,  I 
may  possibly  live  to  see  my  country  settled  in  peace 
and  prosperity,  when  Britam  shall  make  no  more  a 
formidable  figure  among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

Tou  put  me  in  mind  of  an  apok^Y^jDr  my  con* 
duct,  which  has  been  expected  from  meP%  answer  to 
the  abuses  thrown  upon  me  before  the  Privy  CoundL 
It  was  partly  written,  but  the  affairs  of  public  impor- 
tance I  have  ever  smce  been  engaged  in  prevented 
my  finishing  it*  The  injuries,  too,  that  my  coimtiy 
has  suffered,  have  absorbed  private  resentments,  and 
made  it  appear  trifling  for  an  individual  to  trouble  the 
world  mth  his  particular  justification,  when  all  his  com- 
patriots were  stigmatized  by  the  Ejng  and  Pariiameot 

*  See  the  piece  here  mentioned,  YclL  IV.  p.  40S. 
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m  being,  in  even*  respect,  the  tront  of  mankind  f  I 
Ml  obbged  to  you,  however,  for  the  friendly  part  you 
hftTe  always  taken  in  the  defence  of  my  character ;  and 
k  b  lode^  no  small  argument  in  my  favor,  that  thooe^ 
wbo  have  known  me  most  and  longest,  still  k)ve  me 
ad  trust  me  with  their  most  important  interests,  of 
which  my  election  into  the  Congress  by  the  unammous 
Toioe  of  the  Assembly,  or  Parliament  of  Pennsylvania^ 
the  day  after  my  arrival  from  England,  and  my  pres* 
eat  mkaion  hither  by  the  Congress  itself^  are  instances 
itestable. 


TO    ARTHUR   LEE.* 


to  treat  with  J^mn.  —  Loans.  —  Sir  Jo^ 
mpk  Yorkt?9  MemoriaL  —  HoUand.  —  JmBttrdam. 

?wmf,  %\  MMck,  1777. 

Drar  Sir, 
We  have  received  your  favors  from  Vitoria  and  Bar- 
gOiL  The  Congress,  sitting  at  Baltimore,  despatched 
a  packet  to  us  the  9th  of  January,  cootaining  an 
account  of  the  success  at  Trenton,  and  subsequ^it 
events  to  that  date,  as  far  as  they  had  come  to 
knoviiedi^e.  The  vessel  was  obliged  to  run  up  a  little 
liver  in    Virginia  to  avoid  some  men-of-war,  and  was 


*  la  a  lettrr  from  the  ConimiMiMmrni  to  the  ComnuttM  of  Secrvl  Cor- 
t^ipumiiiocr,  d«ti»d  At  ?%n^^  Frbniiry  (ilh,  they  wnte  m  f<^lowg.  •  Fiod- 
«i^  that  our  n-vtiirnce  h«n*  ttt^tihrr  ui  nrarijr  t«  rxpeosive  m  if  lep- 
•fUr,  tod  kartHf  rtoMm  to  Murt^  thit  om*  of  tw  tnifht  ho  oarfbl  ta 
|fa4rkUaiKl  Afx4tirr  in  Holla  mi,  ami  mnne  ctmrta  further  northward,  w« 
isf*  agreed  that  Mr.  Ix*e  ifn  to  H^tn,  am!  either  Hr.  Deaoe  or  Dr. 
fVaahlin  to  the  Haifur.  \|r.  ljo<*  aeta  out  tA-morroar,  havinf  ohtaiaad 
fMifnrta,  and  a  leUer  from  the  Spantah  ambaaaador  here  to  the  iiiii»- 
Mar  thrre.  The  journey  to  Holland  wUt  not  take  place  ao  aoon.  Tba 
pnitJCtiUr  purpoaaa  of  thrsae  joumeya  are  cannot  prudently  now  eiplaia." 

Mr.  U*«  aceoniiofly  went  to  Hpain ;  hut  he  waa  not  permitted  by  th« 
%tiiiiti  ooort  to  proceed  any  fluther  thao  Burfoa,  He  waa  there  mt 
TOL.  Till.  R 
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detained  there  seventeen  days,  or  we  should  have 
had  these  advices  sooner.  We  learn  however  through 
England,  where  they  have  news  from  New  York  to 
the  4th  of  February,  that  in  Lord  Comwallis's  retreat 
to  New  Brunswic  two  regiments  of  his  rear  guard 
were  cut  to  pieces;  that,  General  Washington  having 
got  round  him  to  Newark  and  Elizabethtown,  he  had 
retired  to  Amboy  in  his  way  to  New  York ;  that  Gen* 
eral  Howe  had  called  in  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Lee 
and  Fort  Constitution,  which  were  now  possessed  by 
our  people ;  that,  on  the  New  York  side,  Fwts  Wash- 
ington and  Independence  were  retaken  by  our  troops, 
and  that  the  British  forces  at  Rhode  Island  were  re- 
called for  the  defence  of  New  York. 

The  Committee  in  their  letters  mention  the  intentkn 
of  Congress  to  send  ministers  to  the  courts  of  Vi«i- 
na,  Tuscany,  Holland,  and  Prussia.  They  also  send  us 
a  fresh  commission,  containing  your  name  instead  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's,  with  this  additional  clause,  **and  also 
to  enter  into,  and  agree  upon  a  treaty  with  Hb  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as 
shall  be  by  him  authorized  for  that  purpose,  for  assist- 
ance m  carrying  on  the  present  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  United  States.*'  The  same  clause  is 
in  a  particular  commission  they  have  sent  me,  to  treat 
with  the  court  of  Spam,  similar  to  our  conunon  com- 
mission to  the  court  of  France;*  and  I  am  accord- 
by  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  one  of  the  ministers,  and  succeeded  in 
obtaining  fix)m  tliQ  Spanish  government  a  small  amount  of  money  fbr 
purchasing  military  supplies,  which  were  subsequently  shipped  to  the 
United  States  from  Bilboa.  The  business  waa  transacted  secreUjr,  and 
the  minister  declined  making  any  pledges,  or  entering  into  any  ar- 
rangements, in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Lee  returned  to  Parity 
and  rejoined  the  other  Commissioners,  after  an  absence  of  seven  weekii 
—  See  J^orth  American  Review,  for  April,  1830,  Vol.  XXX.  p.  4m 

*  On  the  1st  of  January,  1777,  Congress  resolved,  "That  Benjanna 
Franklin  be  directed  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  there  t 
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ingl)  directed  to  go  to  Spain;  but,  as  I  know  that 
dioice  was  made  merely  on  the  supposition  of  my  be- 
ing a  little  known  there  to  the  great  personage  for 
whom  you  have  my  letter,  (a  circumstance  of  little 
importance),  and  I  am  reaUy  unable  through  age  to 
bear  the  fatigue  and  inconveniences  of  such  a  journey, 
I  must  excuse  myself  to  Congress,  and  job  with  Mr. 
Deane  in  requesting  you  to  proceed  m  the  business 
on  the  former  footing,  till  you  can  receive  a  particular 
commission  (rom  Congress,  which  will  no  doubt  be  sent 
as  soon  as  the  circumstances  are  known* 

We  know  of  no  plans  or  instructions  to  Mr.  Deane 
but  those  you  have  with  you.  By  the  packet,  indeed, 
we  have  some  fresh  instructions,  whk:h  relate  to  your 
miasion,  viz.  that,  in  case  France  and  Spain  will  enter 
into  the  war,  the  United  States  will  assist  the  former 
m  the  conquest  of  the  British  sugar  islands,  and  the 
latter  in  the  conquest  of  Portugal,  promising  the  assist- 
ance of  six  frigates  manned,  of  not  less  than  twenty- 
four  guns  each,  and  provisions  equal  to  two  millions 
of  doUars;  America  desiring  only  for  her  share,  what 
Britain  holds  on  the  continent;  but  you  shall  by  the 
first  safe  op[X)rt  unity  have  the  instructions  at  length. 
I  believe  we  must  send  a  courier. 

If  we  can,  we  ure  ordered  to  borrow  two  millions 
of  pounds  on  interest.  Judge  then  what  a  piece  of 
•errice  you  will  do,  if  you  can  obtain  a  considerable 
subsidy,  or  even  a  loan  without  interest 

We  ;uv  ah»<)  ordered  to  build  six  ships  of  war.  It 
ii  a  pleasure  to  find  the  things  ordered,  which  we 
were  doing  without  orders 

art,  in  behalf  of  Xhe  Unitrd  Sutr«,  ■urh  biMioeat  as  aball  bo  lotfutltd 
Id  htm  bt  ('onfrvM,  t|^rr«^bly  in  Utr  iMinicuofw,  that  may  be  given  lo 
kflA,  aad  tniiMfiuttrd  by  thf  (%»Rimtttr«  of  Secret  CorreepomSence."  8t# 
km  Coiwitioo  10  tiie  Secni  Jourmml  rf  CVi^tcm,  VoL  1L  jk  4Si. 
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We  are  also  to  acquaint  the  several  courts  with 
the  determination  of  America  to  msdntam  at  all  events 
our  independence.  You  will  see,  by  the  date  of  the 
resolution  relating  to  Portugal,  as  well  as  by  the  above, 
that  the  Congress  were  stout  in  the  midst  of  their  dif- 
ficulties. It  would  be  well  to  sound  the  court  of 
Spain  on  the  subject  of  permitting  our  armed  ships  to 
bring  prizes  into  her  ports,  and  there  dispose  of  th^n. 
If  it  can  be  done  openly,  in  what  manner  can  we  be 
accommodated  with  the  use  of  their  ports,  or  under 
what  restrictions?  This  government  has  of  late  been 
a  little  nice  on  that  head ;  and  the  orders  to  L'Orie&t 
have  occasioned  Captain  Wickes  some  trouble. 

We  have  good  advice  of  our  friend  at  Amsterdam, 
that,  in  the  height  of  British  pride  on  their  summer 
success,  and  just  before  they  heard  of  any  cheeky 
the  ambassador.  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  had  been  (»dered 
to  send  a  haughty  memorial  to  the  States,  importing 
that,  notwithstanding  their  promises  to  restrain  their 
subjects  from  supplying  the  rebels,  it  was  notorious^ 
that  those  supplies  were  openly  furnished  by  Hd- 
landers  at  St  Eustatia ;  and  that  the  governor  of  that 
island  had  returned,  from  his  fort,  the  sahUe  of  a  rehd 
ship  of  tear  with  an  equal  number  of  guns ;  that  his 
Majesty  justly  and  highly  resented  these  proceedings, 
and  demanded  that  the  States  should  by  more  severe 
provisions  restrain  that  commerce ;  that  they  should 
declare  their  disapprobation  of  the  msolent  behaviour 
of  their  governor,  and  punish  hun  by  an  immediate 
recall ;  otherwise  his  Majesty,  who  knows  what  apper* 
tains  to  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  would  take  proper 
measures  to  vindicate  it;  and  he  required  an  imme- 
diate answer.  The  States  coolly  returned  the  me- 
morial, with  only  this  answer,  that,  when  the  respect 
due  to  sovereigns  was  not  preserved  in  a  memorial^ 
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k  ought  not  to  be  expected  in  an  answer.  But  the 
diy  of  Amsteixlam  took  lire  at  the  insolence  of  it,  and 
insinicted  their  deputies  in  the  States  to  demand  sat- 
iibction  by  the  British  court's  disavowal  of  the  me- 
moral,  and  the  reprimand  of  the  ambassador.  The 
Scmtes  immediately  demanded  a  number  of  men-of-war 
ships  to  be  in  'readiness.  Perhaps  since  the  bad  news 
has  come,  England  may  be  civil  enough  to  make  up 
this  btle  difference. 

Mr.  Deane  is  still  here.  You  desire  our  ad%ice  about 
your  stopping  at  Bufgos.  We  are  of  opmion,  that  yoo 
iboiild  comply  with  the  request.  While  we  are  ask- 
m§  mid,  it  is  necessar)'  to  gratify  the  desires,  and  in 
some  sort  comply  with  the  humors,  of  those  we  apply 
to.  Our  business  now  is  to  carr>'  our  point  But  I 
liRTe  never  yet  changed  the  opinion  I  gave  in  Con- 
gress, that  a  virgin  State  should  preserve  the  virgin 
dbaracter,  and  not  go  about  suitoring  for  alliances,  but 
wak  with  decent  dignity  for  the  applications  of  others. 
I  was  overruled;  perhaps  for  the  best. 

With  tht*  greatest  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  your 
obedient  humble  sen-ant, 

B.  Frankuh.* 


TO    M.   LfTH. 

Obtrusive  ^Ipplkations. 

pAMy,  6  April,  1777. 

Sir, 
I  have  just   l)een  honored  with  a  letter  from   you, 
dated   the  26th  pa^t,  in  which   you  ex[>ress  yourself 


•  pBMV.  ih*'  \}\%cf  It  mUich  \hr  tbcivr  Intrr  i«  dated,  ti  a  fmall  towm 
tWauC  thf^«*  miU«  frmti  Pan*,  on  the  bantu  of  the  Seine.    Dr.  Fraaklia 
bve^  tliero  dunng  Uie  whole  of  hit  reaidepf  in  Fnun«. 
TOL.  Tin.  27  R* 
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as  astonished,  and  appear  to  be  angry,  that  you  have 
no  answer  to  a  letter  you  wrote  me  on  the  11th  of 
December,  which  you  are  sure  was  delivered  to  me. 

In  exculpation  of  myself,  I  assure  you  that  I  never 
received  any  letter  from  you  of  that  date.  And  in- 
deed, being  then  but  four  days  landed  at  Nantes,  I 
think  you  could  scarce  have  heard  so  soon  of  my 
being  m  Europe. 

But  I  received  one  from  you  of  the  8th  of  January, 
which  I  own  I  did  not  answer.  It  may  displease  you, 
if  I  give  you  the  reason ;  but,  as  it  may  be  of  use  to 
you  in  your  future  correspondences,  I  will  hazard  that 
for  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  feel  myself  obliged,  as  an 
American,  on  account  of  his  good  will  to  our  cause. 

Whoever  writes  to  a  stranger  should  observe  three 
points.  1.  That  what  he  proposes  be  practicable.  2.  His 
propositions  should  be  made  in  explicit  terms,  so  as 
to  be  easily  understood.  3.  What  he  desires  should 
be  in  itself  reasonable.  Hereby  he  will  give  a  favor- 
able impression  of  his  understanding,  and  create  a 
desire  of  further  acquaintance.  Now  it  happened  that 
you  were  negligent  in  all  these  points ;  for,  first,  you 
desired  to  have  means  procured  for  yoii  of  taking  a 
voyage  to  America  ^^avec  surete^\'  which  is  not  pos- 
sible, as  the  dangers  of  the  sea  subsist  always,  and  at 
present  there  is  the  additional  danger  of  bemg  taken 
by  the  English.  Then  you  desire  that  this  may  be 
*^sans  trop  grandes  depenses*^  which  is  not  intelligible 
enough  to  be  answered,  because,  not  knowing  your 
ability  of  bearing  expenses,  one  cannot  judge  what  may 
be  trop  grandes.  Lastly,  you  desire  letters  of  address 
to  the  Congress  and  to  General  Washington ;  which  it 
is  not  reasonable  to  ask  of  one  who  knows  no  more 
of  you,  than  that  your  name  is  Lith,  and  that  you  live 
at  Bayreuth. 
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In  your  last  you  also  express  yourself  m  rague 
terms,  when  you  de.sire  to  be  informed  whether  you 
may  expect  "  (Pctre  refu  (Tune  mamere  convenabU  ^  m 
our  troops.  As  it  is  iro|x>ssiible  to  know  what  your 
ideas  are  of  the  mamere  convennble^  how  can  one  an- 
swer this?  And  then  you  demand^  whether  I  wiQ 
support  you  by  my  authority  in  giving  you  letters  of 
recommendation.  I  doubt  not  your  being  a  man  of 
merit ;  and,  knowing  it  yourself,  you  may  forget  that  it 
b  not  known  to  everjixxly ;  but  reflect  a  moment.  Sir, 
and  you  wiU  be  conmced,  that,  if  I  were  to  practise 
ghring  letters  of  recommendation  to  persons  of  whose 
character  I  knew  no  more  than  I  do  of  yours,  my 
recommendations  would  soon  be  of  no  authority  at  aD. 

I  thank  you,  however,  for  your  kind  desire  of  be- 
ing seniceable  to  my  countrymen ;  and  I  wish  m  re- 
turn, that  I  could  be  of  service  to  you  in  the  scheme 
jou  have  formeil  of  going  to  America.  But  numbers 
of  ex|)erienced  officers  here  have  oflered  to  go  over 
and  join  our  army,  and  I  could  give  them  no  encour- 
agement, iHTause  I  have  no  onlers  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  know  it  extremely  difficult  to  place  them  when 
th<'y  arrive  there.  I  cannot  but  think,  therefore,  that 
if  i«i  be^t  for  you  not  to  make  so  long,  so  expensive, 
anii  so  hazanlous  a  voyage,  but  to  take  the  advice 
of  \c>ur  friends  and  •*f/ay  m  fhmconiaJ^  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Sir,  &,c. 

B.  FmAJfKuif. 
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TO   COUNT   d'aRANDA,   SPANISH    AMBASSADOR   TO    THS 
COURT   OF   FRANCE. 

Communicating  the  Propositions  of  the  United  State$ 
in  Regard  to  Spain. 

Passy,  7  April,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  left  m  your  Excellency's  hands,  to  be  communi- 
cated, if  you  please,  to  your  court,  a  duplicate  of  the 
commission  from  Congress,  appointing  me  to  go  to 
Spain  as  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  But,  as  I  un- 
derstand that  the  receivmg  such  a  minister  is  not  at 
present  thought  convenient,  and  I  am  sure  the  Con- 
gress would  have  nothing  done  that  might  incommode 
in  the  least  a  court  they  so  much  respect,  I  shall 
therefore  postpone  that  journey  till  circumstances  may 
make  it  more  suitable.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  leave 
to  lay  before  his  Catholic  Majesty,  through  the  hands 
of  your  Excellency,  the  propositions-  contained  m  a 
resolution  of  Congress,  dated  December  30th,  1776,  viz. 

"That,  if  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  join  vnth  the 
United  States  in  a  war  against  Great  Britain,  they  will 
assist  in  reducmg  to  the  possession  of  Spain  the  town 
and  harbour  of  Pensacola ;  provided  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  shall  have  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  use  of  the  harbour  of  Pensacola; 
and  will,  (provided  it  shall  be  true,  that  his  Portu- 
guese Majesty  has  insultingly  expelled  the  vessels  of 
these  States  from  his  ports,  or  has  confiscated  any 
such  vessels,)  declare  war  agEunst  the  said  King,  if 
that  measure  shall  be  agreeable  to,  and  supported  by, 
the  courts  of  France  and  Spain." 

It  is  understood,  that  the  strictest  union  subsists 
between  those   two  courts;  and,  in  case  Spam  and 
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FVuice  should  think  fit  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  the 
Eogiish  sugar  ishnds.  Congress  have  further  proposed 
to  furnish  provisions  to  the  amount  of  two  miUions  of 
doOans  and  to  join  the  fleet,  employed  on  the  occa* 
MO,  with  six  frigates  of  not  less  than  twenty-four 
guns  each,  manned  and  fitted  for  service ;  and  to  ren* 
der  any  other  assbtance  which  may  be  in  their  power, 
as  becomes  good  allies;  without  dewing  for  them* 
selves  the  possession  of  any  of  the  said  blanda. 

These  propositions  are  subject  to  discussion,  and  to 
recdre  such  modification  as  may  be  (bund  proper 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Frakkuk. 


TO   SAMUEL  COOPER. 

The  American  Cauu  papular  in  Europe. 

P«m,  1  Mmj,  1777. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  congratubtions  on  my 
nfe  arrival  here,  and  for  your  good  wishes.  I  am,  as 
yon  supposed,  treated  with  great  civility  and  respect 
by  an  orders  of  people;  but  it  gives  me  still  greater 
tttisiaction  to  find,  that  our  being  here  b  of  some  use 
10  our  countr}'.  On  that  head  I  cannot  be  more  ex* 
piictt  at  |)re2«ent 

I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  happy  change  of  aflairs  m 
America  last  winter,  I  hope  the  same  train  of  suc- 
cess wiU  continue  through  the  summer.  Our  enemies 
are  disa|>{xnnted  in  the  numlxT  of  additional  troops 
they  purposed  to  send  over.  What  they  have  been 
able  to  muster  will  not  pn>t>ably  recruit  their  army  to 
the  state  it  was  in  the  beginning  of  last  campaign ;  and 
oars  I  hope  will  be  equally  numerous,  better  armed, 
and  better  ckithed,  than  they  have  been  heretoforat 


S14  FRANKLIN'S    WRITINGS.  [JEr.lL 

All  Europe  is  on  our  side  of  the  question,  as  far 
as  applause  and  good  wishes  can  carry  them.  Those 
who  live  under  arbitrary  power  do  nevertheless  a^ 
prove  of  liberty,  and  wish  for  it ;  they  almost  despair 
of  recovering  it  in  Europe ;  they  read  the  traaslatioos 
of  our  separate  colony  constitutions  with  rapture;  and 
there  are  such  numbers  everywhere,  who  talk  of  re- 
moving to  America,  with  their  families  and  fortuneSi 
as  soon  as  peace  and  our  independence  shall  be  es- 
tablished, that  it  is  generally  believed  we  shall  have  a 
prodigious  addition  of  strength,  wealth,  and  arts,  bom 
the  emigrations  of  Europe;  and  it  is  thought,  that,  to 
lessen  or  prevent  such  emigrations,  the  tyrannies  es- 
tablished there  must  relax,  and  allow  more  liberty  to 
their  people.  Hence  it  is  a  common  observation  here, 
that  our  cause  is  the^  cause  of  all  mankind^  and  that 
we  are  fighting  for  their  liberty  m  defending  our  own* 
It  is  a  glorious  task  assigned  us  by  Providence ;  which 
has,  I  trust,  given  us  spirit  and  virtue  equal  to  it,  and 
will  at  last  crown  it  with  success.  I  am  ever,  my  dear 
friend,  yours  most  afiectionately, 

B.  Franklht. 


TO    JOHN    WINTHROP. 

Dr.  Price.  —  Conduct  of  the  German  Princes  m  send- 
ing  Troops  to  America. 

Paris,  1  May,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  February  28th,  which 
gave  me  great  pleasure.  I  forwarded  your  letter  to 
Dr.  Price,  who  was  well  lately ;  but  his  friends,  on  his 
account,  were  under  some  apprehensions  from  the  vio- 
lence of  government,  in  consequence. of  his  late  ex- 
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ceOent  publicatbns  in  favor  of  Iil)erty.  I  wish  all  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  of  man  would  quit  that  sink  of 
oomipCkm«  and  leave  it  to  its  fate. 

The  people  of  thb  country  are  aknost  unanimouslj 
■I  our  favor.  The  government  has  its  reasons  for 
postponing  a  war,  but  is  making  daily  the  most  difi* 
gent  preparatbns;  wherein  Spain  goes  hand  in  hand. 
In  the  mean  time,  America  has  the  whole  harvest  of 
prizes  made  upon  the  British  commerce;  a  kind  of 
monopoly  that  has  its  advantages,  as,  by  aflfordtng  great- 
er  encouragement  to  our  cruisers,  it  increases  the  num- 
ber  of  our  seamen,  and  thereby  augments  our  naval 
power. 

The  conduct  of  those  Princes  of  Germany,  who 
liave  aold  the  bkxxl  of  thdr  people,  has  subjected 
Ikem  to  the  contempt  and  odium  of  aU  Europe.  The 
Prince  of  Anspacb,  whose  recruits  mutinied  and  re- 
fated  to  march,  was  obliged  to  disarm  and  fetter  them, 
and  drive  them  to  the  seaside  by  the  help  of  his 
guards;  himself  attending  in  person.  In  h'ls  return  he 
was  publicly  hooted  by  mobs  through  every  town  he 
passed  in  Holland,  with  all  sorts  of  reproachful  epi- 
thets. The  King  of  Prussia's  humor  of  obliging  those 
Princes  to  |>ay  him  the  same  toll  per  head  for  the 
men  they  drive  through  his  dominions,  as  use<l  to  be 
paid  him  for  their  cattle^  because  they  were  sokl  as 
such,  ts  generally  spoken  of  with  approbation,  as  coo- 
taming  a  just  re[>roof  of  thost*  tynmts.  I  send  you  en- 
ck»<tl  one  of  the  many  satires  that  have  appearetl  on 
thi«  occasion. 

With  l>cst  wishes  of  pn>sjKTity  to  yourself  and  to 
my  ch*ar  countr>',  where  I  hoj)e  to  s|)end  my  last  years, 
and  by  my  bones,  I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  your  aflfec- 
tiooate  friend,  B.  Frakkun. 


216  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [iEr.TL 

TO   THOMAS   CUSHINO. 

Paris,  I  May,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  kmd  congratulaUons  cm  my 
arrival  here,  and  shall  be  happy  in  finding  that  our 
negotiations  on  this  side  of  the  water  are  of  effectual 
service  to  our  country. 

The  general  news  here  is,  that  all  Europe  is  arm* 
ing  and  preparing  for  war,  as  if  it  were  soon  expected. 
Many  of  the  powers,  however,  have  their  reasons  for 
endeavouring  to  postpone  it,  at  least  a  few  months 
longer. 

Our  enemies  will  not  be  able  to  send  agaoist  us 
all  the  strength  they  intended;  they  can  procure  but 
few  Germans;  and  their  recruiting  and  impresiung  it 
home  goes  on  but  heavily.  They  threaten,  howe?€r» 
and  give  out,  that  Lord  Howe  is  to  bombard  Boston 
this  summer,  and  Burgoyne,  with  the  troops  fit>m  Can- 
ada, to  destroy  Providence,  and  lay  waste  Connecticut; 
while  Howe  marches  against  Philadelphia.  They  wiD 
do  us  undoubtedly  as  much  mischief  as  they  can ;  but 
the  virtue  and  bravery  of  our  countrymen  will,  widi 
the  blessmg  of  God,  prevent  part  of  what  they  intend, 
and  nobly  bear  the  rest  This  campaign  is  entered 
upon  with  a  mixture  of  rage  and  despair,  as  their  whole 
scheme  of  reducing  us  depends  upon  its  success ;  the 
wisest  of  the  nation  being  clear,  that,  if  this  fails,  ad* 
ministration  will  not  be  able  to  support  another. 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO  A  rmiE^D. 
SpHeitations  far  mUitary  Jlppmntmenln  m  JImmea. 

^mj,  [date  nnevrtaia.] 

Tou  know,  my  dear  friend,  that  I  am  not  capable 
of  refusing  you  any  thing  in  my  power,  which  would 
be  a  real  kindne^ss  to  you,  or  any  friend  of  yours ;  but, 
when  I  am  certain  that  what  you  request  woukl  be 
directly  the  contmr}-,  I  ought  to  refuse  it.  I  know 
that  officers  going  to  America  for  empbyment  will 
pn)bably  be  disappointed;  that  our  armies  are  full; 
that  there  are  a  number  of  expectants  unempbyed, 
and  starring  for  want  of  subsistence;  that  my  recom- 
omdation  will  not  make  vacancies  nor  can  it  fill  thea^ 
to  the  prejudice  of  those  who  have  a  better  claim; 
tiMU  some  of  those  officers  I  have  been  prevailed  od 
to  recommend  have,  by  their  conduct,  given  no  fii- 
fonble  impression  of  my  judgment  in  military  merit; 
and  then  the  voyage  is  k>ng,  the  {lassage  very  expen- 
flve,  and  the  hazanl  of  being  taken  and  imprisoned 
by  the  English  ven*  considerable.  If,  after  all,  no 
pbre  can  l)e  found  affonling  a  livelihood  for  the  gen- 
tleman in  question,  he  will  perhaps  he  distressed  in  a 
ftrmnge  country,  and  ready  to  blaspheme  his  friends, 
who,  by  their  solicitatious,  priK^ured  for  him  so  un- 
happy a  situation. 

Ptninit  me  to  mention  to  you,  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  natural  compbisanre  of  this  country  often  canies 
pea|ile  too  far  in  the  artic*le  iif  recommendatiam.  You 
give  them  with  too  much  farillty  to  persons  of  whose 
n*al  rharacters  you  know  nothing,  and  sometimes  at 
the  reque^it  of  others  of  whom  you  know  as  little. 
Prec}uently,  if  a  man   has  no  usdul  talents,  is  good 
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for  nothing  and  burdensome  to  his  relations,  or  is  in- 
discreet, profligate,  and  extravagant,  they  are  glad  to 
get  rid  of  him  by  sending  him  to  the  other  end  of  the 
world ;  and  for  that  purpose  scruple  not  to  recommend 
him  to  those  they  wish  should  recommend  him  to 
others,  as  ^^un  ban  sujet,  plein  de  mMte^^  &c.  &c. 
In  consequence  of  my  crediting  such  recommendations, 
my  own  are  out  of  credit,  and  I  cannot  advise  anybody 
to  have  the  least  dependence  on  them.  I^  after  know- 
ing this,  you  persist  in  desiring  my  recommendation  for 
this  person,  who  is  known  neither  to  me  nor  to  j/ou^ 
I  will  give  it,  though,  as  I  said  before,  I  ought  to 
refuse  it* 

These  applications  are  my  perpetual  tOTment  Peo- 
ple will  believe,  notwithstanding  my  repeated  declara- 
tions to  the  contrary,  that  I  am  sent  hither  to  engage 
officers.  In  truth,  I  never  had  any  such  orders.  It 
was  never  so  much  as  intimated  to  me,  that  it  would 

*  For  cases  of  this  kind,  and  where  it  was  absolutely  impottSkU  to 
refbse,  Dr.  Franklin  drew  up  the  following  as  a  model  for  such  M- 
ters  of  recommendation,  and  actually  employed  it  in  some  inttaiieai^ 
to  shame  the  persons  making  such  indiscreet  applications ;  and  to  en- 
deavour, in  some  measure,  to  put  a  stop  to  them.— « W.  T.  P. 

^  Modd  of  a  Letter  of  RecommmdaHon  qf  a  penon  you  are 
unacquamUd  vnUL 

"Palis,  2  April,  1777. 
"Sir, 
"  The  bearer  of  this,  who  is  going  to  America,  presses  me  to  give 
him  a  letter  of  recommendation,  though  I  know  nothing  of  him,  not 
even  his  name.  Thb  may  seem  extraordinary,  but  I  assure  yon  it  it 
not  uncommon  here.  Sometimes,  indeed,  one  unknown  person  bringf 
another  equally  unknown,  to  recommend  him;  and  sometimes  they  ro- 
commend  one  another !  As  to  this  gentleman,  I  must  refer  yon  to  lunn 
self  for  his  character  and  merits,  with  which  he  is  certainly  better  ae- 
quainted  than  I  can  possibly  be.  1  recommend  him,  however,  to  thooe 
civilities,  which  every  stranger,  of  whom  one  knows  no  harm,  hae  a 
right  to ;  and  I  request  you  will  do  him  all  the  good  offices,  and  shov 
him  all  the  favor,  that,  on  further  acquaintance,  you  shall  find  him  to 
deserve.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c." 
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be  agreeable  to  my  constituents.  I  bav6  eren  recetfed 
for  wbai  I  have  done  of  tbe  kind,  not  indeed  an  ab- 
solute rebuke,  but  some  pretty  strong  hinU  of  disap- 
piubation*  NoC  a  day  passes  in  which  I  have  nol  a 
number  of  soliciting  visits,  besides  letters.  If  I  coukl 
gratify  all,  or  any  of  them,  it  would  be  a  pleasure. 
I  iiii|^t»  indeed,  give  them  tbe  recommendation  and  the 
they  desire,  and  thereby  please  them  hr  tbe 
t;  but,  when  the  certain  disappoblment  of  the 
expectations  with  which  they  will  so  obstinately  flatter 
themaelves  shall  arrive,  they  must  cutk  me  for  cooH 
plying  with  their  mad  requests,  and  not  undeceiving 
tiMn ;  and  will  become  so  many  enemies  to  our  cauie 
aad  country. 

You  am  have  no  conception  how  I  am  haras»L 
Al  my  friends  are  sought  out  and  teazed  to  tenie 
me.  Gfeat  officers  of  all  ranks,  in  all  dqMtftmenta; 
hwlies,  great  and  small,  besides  professed  solicitors,  wor- 
9j  me  frtMn  morning  to  night  Tbe  noiae  of  every 
eonch  now  that  enters  my  court  terrifies  me.  I  am 
sftakl  to  accept  an  invitation  to  dine  abroad,  being  al- 
■mit  sure  of  meeting  vnih  some  officer  or  officer^s 
friend,  who,  as  soon  as  I  am  put  in  good  humor  by 
n  glass  or  two  of  champaigne,  begins  his  attack  upon 
me*  Luckily  I  do  not  often  in  my  sleq>  dream  of 
these  vexatious  situations,  or  1  should  be  afiiud  of 
what  art*  now  my  only  hours  of  comfort  14  there- 
frirc,  you  have  the  least  remaining  kindness  finr  me, 
if  you  would  not  help  to  drive  me  out  of  FVance,  for 
God*s  sake,  my  dear  friend,  let  diis  your  twenty-third 
appbcation  be  your  last     Yours,  &c. 
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« 

TO    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 

Introducing  a  Polish  Officer. 

PariBy  13  Juney  1777. 

Sir, 

The  bearer,  M.  le  Comte  Kotkouski,  a  Polish  officer, 
is  recommended  to  me  by  several  persons  of  worth 
here,  as  a  man  of  experience  in  military  affiaJrs,  and 
of  tried  bravery.  He  has  lost  his  family  and  estate  in 
Poland,  by  fighting  there  in  the  cause  of  lib«ty,  and 
wishes,  by  engaging  m  the  same  cause,  to  find  a  new 
country  and  new  friends  in  America.  Count  Pula^ 
who  was  a  general  of  the  confederates  in  Poland,  and 
who  is  gone  to  jdn  you,  is  esteemed  one  of  the  great- 
est officers  in  Europe.  He  can  give  you  the  chanc* 
ter  of  this  M.  Kotkouski,  who  served  under  him  as 
lieutenant-colonel. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  give  letters  of  introductioD 
to  foreign  officers,  fearing  that  you  may  be  troubled 
with  more  than  you  can  provide  for,  or  emj^y  to  ther 
and  your  own  satisfaction.  When  particular  cases  seem 
to  have  a  claim  to  such  letters,  I  hope  you  will  ex- 
cuse my  taking  the  liberty.  I  give  no  expectations 
to  those  who  apply  for  them;  I  promise  nothing;  I 
acquaint  them,  that  their  being  placed  when  they  aime 
is  a  great  uncertainty,  and  that,  the  voyage  being  loDf, 
expensive,  and  hazardous,  I  counsel  them  not  to  un- 
dertake it.  This  honest  gentleman's  zeal  is  not  to 
be  discouraged  by  such  means;  he  determines  to  go 
and  serve  as  a  volunteer,  if  he  cannot  be  employed 
immediately  as  an  officer ;  but  I  wish  and  hope,  that 
your  Excellency  may  find  a  better  situation  for  him^ 
and  that  he  will  be  a  useful  officer.  He  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  understanding  English,  and  will  soon  speak 
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k  mteUigibly.  He  also  speaks  German^  and  some  other 
Europeao  languages,  and  the  Latin.  With  the  truest 
esteem  and  respect^  I  have  the  honor  to  be»  &c. 

B.  FniJiULur. 


TO    OEOROE    WASHIlfOTOlf. 

Introducing  Baron  de  Frey. 

Ptrii,  13  Jiat,  1777. 
SlB, 

The  person,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  dehfering 
lUs  to  your  Excellency,  is  Monsieur  le  Baron  de  Frey, 
wko  is  weQ  recommended  to  me  as  an  officer  of  ex- 
perience and  merit,  with*  a  request  that  I  would  give 
Ion  a  leuer  of  introduction.  I  have  aoquainted  him, 
that  you  are  rather  overstocked  with  officers^  and  that 
1ms  obtainbg  employment  in  your  army  is  an  uncer- 
tainty ;  but  his  zeal  for  the  Ammcan  cause  is  too  great 
far  any  discouragement^^  I  can  by  before  him,  and  he 
goes  over  at  his  own  expense,  to  take  his  chance, 
which  is  a  mark  of  attachment  that  merits  our  r^arcL 
He  will  >how  your  Excellency  the  commissions  and 
proo(s  of  his  military  senice  hitherto,  and  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  your  notice.  Widi  the  sincerest 
and  respect, 

B.  Frahklut. 


TO    RICHARD    PSTCRS. 

f,  19  StplMbOT,  1777. 


Sir, 
The  bearer,  M.  Gerard,  is  recommended  to  me  by 
M.  Dubourg,   a  gentleman   of  dbtinction  here,  and  a 
hearty  firiend  to  our  cause.    I  enck)se  his  letter,  that 

s* 
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you  may  see  the  favorable  manner  m  which  he  speaks 
of  M,  Gerard.  I  thereupon  take  the  Bberty  cff  recom- 
mending the  young  gentleman  to  your  civilities  and 
advice,  as  he  wUl  be  quite  a  stranger  there,  and  to 
request  that  you  would  put  him  in  the  way  of  serv- 
ing as  a  volunteer  in  our  armies.    I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frankuk. 


TO    DAVID    HARTLEY. 

SiAmissian  rerukf^ed  impossible  by  the  Conduct  of  Qreat 
Britain.  —  Cruel  Treatment  of  the  American  Pri$^ 
oners  in  England.  —  Propositions  for  their  Relitf. 

Passy,  14  October,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  letter  of  May  2d,  induding  a 
copy  of  one  you  had  sent  me  the  year  before,  whicb 
never  came  to  hand,  and  which  it  seems  has  been  die 
case  with  some  I  wrote  to  you  from  America.  FiDed 
though  our  letters  have  always  been  with  sentiments 
of  good  will  to  both  countries,  and  earnest  desires  of 
preventing  their  ruin  and  promoting  their  mutual  fe- 
licity, I  have  been  apprehensive,  that,  if  it  were  known 
that  a  correspondence  subsisted  between  us,  it  might 
be  attended  with  inconvenience  to  you.  I  have  there- 
fore been  backward  in  writmg,  not  caring  to  trust  the 
post,  and  not  well  knowmg  whom  eke  to  trust  with  my 
letters.  But  being  now  assured  of  a  safe  conveyance^ 
I  venture  to  write  to  you,  especially  as  I  think  the 
subject  such  a  one  as  you  may  receive  a  letter  upcm 
without  censure. 

Happy  should  I  have  been,  if  the  honest  warnings 
I  gave,  of  the  fatal  separation  of  mterests,  as  well  as 
of  affections,  that  must  attend  the  measures  oommeooed 
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I  WIS  m  Engbmd,  had  been  attended  to»  and 
die  horrid  misdiier  of  this  abominable  war  been  there- 
lif  prevented  I  should  still  be  happy  in  any  succeii- 
fid  endeavours  for  restoring  peace,  consistent  with  die 
Bierties,  the  safety,  and  the  honor  of  Ameiica.  As  lo 
our  submitting  to  the  government  of  Great  Britain,  it 
is  vain  to  think  of  it  She  has  given  us,  by  her  num- 
berless  barbarities,  (by  her  malice  in  bribing  shves  to 
murder  their  masters,  and  sa^'ages  to  massacre  the 
famibes  of  &rmers,  with  her  baseness  in  rewarding  die 
onfrithfulness  of  servants,  and  debauching  the  virtue 
of  honest  seamen,  mtrusted  with  our  property,)  m  die 
prosecution  of  the  war,  and  in  the  treatment  of  the 
prisoners,  so  deep  an  impression  of  her  depravity,  that 
we  never  again  can  trust  her  m  the  management  of 
0ur  aflairs  and  interests.  It  b  now  impossible  to  per- 
aoade  our  people,  as  I  long  endeavoured,  that  the  vrar 
WM  merely  minbterial,  and  that  the  nation  bore  st31 
a  good  will  to  us.  The  infinite  number  of  addr^ses 
printed  m  your  gazettes,  all  approving  the  conduct 
of  your  government  toH-ards  us,  and  encouraging  our 
destmcticm  by  ever}'  possible  means,  the  great  ma- 
jority in  Parliament  constantly  manifesting  the  same 
sentiments  !uid  the  popular  public  rejoicings  on  oc- 
caaion  of  imy  news  of  the  sbughter  of  an  innocent 
and  virtuous  people,  fighting  only  in  defence  of  their 
just  rights;  these,  together  with  the  recommendatioiis 
of  the  same  mc*asun*s  by  even  your  celebrated  mor- 
alists and  divifies,  in  their  waitings  and  sermons,  that 
are  still  approved  and  appbuded  in  your  great  na- 
tional assemblies,  all  join  in  convincing  us,  that  you 
an*  no  longiT  the  magnanimous,  imlightened  nation, 
we  onre  t'sti-^med  you,  and  that  you  are  unfit  and 
unworthy  to  govi^ni  us,  as  not  being  able  to  govern 
your  own  passions. 
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But,  as  I  have  said,  I  should  be  neverthdess  happy 
in  seeing  peace  restored.  For  though,  if  my  friends 
and  the  fidends  of  liberty  and  virtue,  who  stiQ  remain 
m  England,  could  be  drawn  out  of  it,  a  continuance  ci 
this  war  to  the  ruin  of  the  rest  would  give  me  leas 
concern,  I  cannot,  as  that  removal  is  impossible,  but 
wish  for  peace  for  their  sakes,  as  well  as  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  and  preventing  further  carnage. 

This  wish  of  mine,  ineffective  as  it  may  be,  induces 
me  to  mention  to  you,  that,  between  nations  kmg  ex- 
asperated agamst  each  other  in  war,  some  act  of  gra- 
erosity  and  kindness  towards  prisoners  on  one  side  has 
softened  resentment,  and  abated  animosity  on  the  oth- 
er, so  as  to  bring  on  an  accommodation.  Yon  m 
England,  if  you  wish  for  peace,  have  at  present  the 
opportimity  of  trying  this  means,  with  regard  to  the 
prisoners  now  in  your  gaols.  They  complain  dt  Teiy 
severe  treatment  They  are  far  from  their  friends  wd 
families,  and  winter  is  coming  on,  in  which  they  must 
suffer  extremely,  if  continued  in  their  present  aitiMt- 
tion;  fed  scantily  on  bad  provisions,  without  warm 
lodging,  clothes,  or  fire,  and  not  suffered  to  invite  or 
receive  visits  from  their  friends,  or  even  from  the  hu- 
mane and  charitable  of  their  enemies. 

I  can  assure  you,  from  my  own  certain  knowledge^ 
that  your  people,  prisoners  in  America,  have  been 
treated  with  great  kindness;  they  have  been  served 
with  the  same  rations  of  wholesome  provisbns  wkh 
our  own  troops,  comfortable  lodgings  have  been  pro- 
vided for  them,  and  they  have  been  allowed  laige 
bounds  of  villages  in  the  healthy  air,  to  walk  and 
amuse  themselves  with  on  their  parole.  Where  you 
have  thought  fit  to  employ  contractors  to  suj^y  your 
people,  these  contractors  have  been  protected  and  aid- 
ed in  their  operations.     Some  considerable  act  of  kind- 
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wm$  towards  our  people  would  take  off  tlie  reproadi 
of  mhuBuaiity  in  that  respect  finom  the  natioii,  and 
bate  it  where  it  ought  with  more  certainty  to  laj,  oo 
Ihe  oooductors  of  your  war  m  America.  This  I  hint 
to  you,  out  of  some  remaining  good  wiD  to  a  natioa 
I  once  lored  sincerdy.  But,  as  things  are,  and  in  my 
present  temper  of  mind,  not  being  over  fond  of  re- 
oehring  obligations,  I  shall  content  myself  with  pro- 
posing, that  your  government  would  allow  us  to  send 
or  empby  a  commissary  to  take  some  care  of  those 
VBfbrtiinate  people*  Perhaps  on  your  representations 
Ikis  might  speedily  be  obtained  in  Engbnd,  though  it 
was  reAised  most  inhumanly  at  New  York. 

If  you  could  hare  leisure  to  visit  the  gaob  m  whidi 
diey  are  confined,  and  should  be  desirous  of  knowing 
Ike  truth  relative  to  the  treatment  they  receive,  I  wkrii 
jam  woukl  take  the  trouble  of  distributing  amosg  die 
soet  necessitous  according  to  their  wants,  five  or  six 
iMBKlred  pounds,  for  whkdi  your  drafts  on  me  here 
Aal  be  punctually  honored.  You  could  then  be  able 
to  speak  with  some  certamty  to  the  pomt  in  Pariik 
■ent,and  this  might  be  attended  with  good  eflR^cts. 

If  you  cannot  obtain  for  us  permission  to  send  m 
commissary,  possibly  you  may  find  a  trusty,  humane^ 
discreet  person  at  Plymouth,  and  another  at  Ports- 
mouth, who  would  undertake  to  communicate  what 
refief  we  may  be  able  to  afford  those  unfortunate  men, 
martyrs  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  Your  King  will  not 
reward  you  for  taking  this  trouble,  but  God  wilL  I 
sInD  not  mention  the  latitude  of  America;  you  wiD 
have  what  b  better,  the  applause  of  your  own  good 
conscience.  Our  captains  have  set  at  liberty  above 
two  hundred  of  your  people,  made  prisoners  by  am 
araied  vessels  and  brought  into  France,  besides  a  great 
ismber  dismissed  at  sea  oo  your  coasts^  to  wham 
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vessels  were  given  to  carry  them  in.  But  you  have 
not  returned  us  a  man  in  exchange.  If  we  had  sdd 
your  people  to  the  Moors  at  Sallee,  as  you  have  many 
of  ours  to  the  African  and  East  India  Companies» 
could  you  have  complsuned? 

In  revismg  what  I  have  written,  I  found  too  much 
warmth  in  it,  and  was  about  to  strike  out  some  parts. 
Yet  I  let  them  go,  as  they  will  afford  you  this  one 
reflection;  "If  a  man  naturally  cool,  and  rendered  stiM 
cooler  by  old  age,  is  so  warmed  by  our  treatment  of 
his  country,  how  much  must  those  people  in  genefsl 
be  exasperated  against  us  ?  And  why  are  we  making 
mveterate  enemies  by  our  barbarity,  not  only  oi  the 
present  inhabitants  of  a  great  country,  but  dt  their 
infinitely  more  numerous  posterity ;  who  will  in  futue 
ages  detest  the  name  of  Efiglishmatif  as  much  as  the 
children  in  Holland  now  do  those  of  Jilva  and  Spa$^ 
iardJ*  This  will  certainly  happen,  unless  your  conduct 
is  speedily  changed,  and  the  national  resentm^it  ialb^ 
where  it  ought  to  fall  heavily,  on  your^ministry^  or  per- 
haps rather  on  the  King,  whose  will  they  only  execute. 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  affectkm,  and  best 
wishes  for  your  prosperity,  I  have  the  honor  to  b^ 
dear  Sir,  &c  B.  FnAirKuir. 


TO   A   PRIEND.* 


Controversy  about  Pointed  Conductors. 

Passy,  14  Oetobei^  1777. 

Sir, 
I  am  much  obliged  by  your  communication  of  the 
letter  from  England.    I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  it  m 

*  A  controversy  had  lately  been  raised  among  the  philosophen  ill 
Engiltnd,  respectiiig  poinUd  and  bluni  lightmng  condoeion.    lir.  ^ 
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Ml  proper  for  publication  here.  Our  friend's  expres- 
moms  concerning  Mr.  Wilson,  wiD  be  thought  too  angiy 
to  be  made  use  of  by  one  philosopher  when  speaking 
of  another,  and  on  a  philosophica]  quefition.  He  seems 
as  much  heated  about  thb  one  pamt^  as  the  Jansenists 
aad  Molinists  were  about  the  five.  As  to  my  writing 
any  thing  on  the  subject,  which  you  seem  to  desire, 
I  think  it  not  necessary,  especiaDy  as  I  have  nothmg 
to  add  to  what  I  have  already  said  upon  it  in  a  pam- 
per read  to  the  committee,*  who  ordered  the  con- 
dveton  at  Purileet ;  which  paper  is  printed  m  the  last 
FWsicfa  edition  of  my  writings. 
I  hate  never  entert'd  into  any  controversy  m  de* 
of  my  f^ilosophical  opinions;  I  leave  them  to 
their  chance  in  the  world.  If  they  are  rights  truth 
aad  experience  will  support  them ;  if  wrongs  they  ought 
to  be  refuted  and  rejected.  Disputes  are  apt  to  aoor 
oae's  temper,  and  disturb  one's  quiet.  I  have  no  pri* 
file  bterest  in  the  reception  of  my  inventions  by  the 
worid,  having  never  made,  nor  proposed  to  make,  the 
laafl  profit  by  any  of  thenu  The  King's  changing  hif 
pmmted  conductors  for  blunt  ones  is,  therefore,  a  mat* 
tar  of  small  importance  to  me.  If  I  had  a  wish  about 
it,  it  woukl  bo  that  he  had  rejected  them  altogether 
as  befii^uaL  For  it  is  only  since  he  thought  himself 
and  familv  safe   from  the  thunder  oi  Heaven,  that  he 


«••  tW  champtoo  for  blunt  ct^dliicUir*,  in  oppo«itioo  to  the  theory  of 
Dr.  Frmnklin.  Pointrd  coniliirt'tni  lt«d  bc<*n  errrtni  tt  tin*  <iue«n*i 
^•lac^,  iMtt  by  t}i«*  adrici*  of  Mr.  Wtl#on  tln^y  «f*nf  takrn  down,  and 
kHuit  oofm  •ub«tiUit«*d  in  th«*ir  pUrtf*.  \h.  Xn^tkhon^n^  who  wm  %h/nk 
m  Eofiand,  Unik  up  the*  aubjiMrt  witli  (H>ntid(*rmbl«  wftimth  afaiiist  Mr. 
Wilwm,  am!  wniir  a  Irttrr  in  a  )r«*ntlt*man  in  Pan*,  which  he  deatrod 
niftit  hf  ahovn  t«i  l>r.  Franklin.  Th**  ab«>v<>  l<>tti*f  waa  writti^n  U>  that 
frall«*fiiaii,  who,  an  rr<]u««trd,  had  cummuiiicaled  tha  ona  ha  ircaifd 
ftoaa  I>f.  InjrroKcMiax. 

*  E4»port  on  I^ifhtntnf  Condtieton  for  tha  Powder  Magaiioaa  at  Ptv* 
iaat,  diawB  ap  by  l>r.  Krm»klitt,  Aofwt  91,  1778.    Baa  VoL  V.  ^  «0 
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dared  to  use  his  own  thunder  in  destroymg  his  inno- 
cent subjects,    I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

B.  FRAlTKUir. 


TO  JAMES    LOYELL.* 

Mimerous  and  vexatious  Applicatums  offoreiga  Officat 
far  Appointments  in  the  American  Service. 

Paris,  21  Deeember,  1777. 

Sir, 

I  see  in  a  vote  of  Congress  shown  to  me  by  Cap- 
tain Franval,  that  Mr.  Deane  is  disowned  in  some  cf 
his  agreements  with  officers.  I,  who  am  upon  the 
spot,  and  know  the  infinite  difficulty  of  resisting  the 
powerful  solicitations  of  great  men,  who  if  disobliged 
might  have  it  in  their  power  to  obstruct  the  supplies 
he  was  then  obtaining,  do  not  wcmder,  that,  being  then 
a  stranger  to  the  people,  and  unacquamted  with  the 
language,  he  was  at  first  prevailed  on  to  make  some 
such  agreements,  when  all  were  recommended^  as  they 
always  are,  as  officiers  experimentes^  braves  comme  levn 
ipUsj  pleins  de  courage^  de  talents^  et  de  zele  pour 
notre  cause^  &lc  &C.,  in  short,  mere  Cesars^  each  of 
whom  would  have  been  an  invaluable  acquisition  to 
America.  You  can  have  no  conception  how  we  are 
still  besieged  and  worried  on  this  head,  our  time  cut 
to  pieces  by  personal  applications,  besides  those  con- 
tained in  dozens  of  letters  by  every  post,  which  are 
so  generally  refused,  that  scarce  one  in  a  hundred  ob- 
tains from  us  a  simple  recommendation  to  civilities. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  favorable  allowance  wiD  be 

*  Mr.  Loyell  was  a  member  of  Congress  firom  Ma8sachiisett%  and  ftr 
several  years  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  J^mn^  in 
caimcity  he  corresponded  with  the  American 
ten  ID  Europe. 
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iBide  to  my  worthy  colleague  on  aooount  of  his  «t- 
ladoQ  at  the  time,  as  he  has  long  since  coirected  that 
iiiistake»  and  daily  approves  himself  to  i^y  oertam 
knowledge  an  able,  faithful,  active,  and  extremdy  use* 
ful  servant  of  the  public;  a  testimony  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  take  this  occasicHi  of  giving  to  his  merit,  un- 
asked, as,  considering  my  great  age,  I  may  probably 
not  live  to  give  it  personafly  in  Congress,  and  I  per- 
ceive he  has  enemies. 

You  will  see  the  general  news  in  the  papers  in 
particuhr;  I  can  only  say  at  present,  that  our  affidrs 
go  weO  here;  and  that  I  am  with  much  respect.  Sir, 
kjc  B.  Frahkuh. 


TO   RALPH  IZARD. 

PttHy,  W  Ji— My»  1T9R 


Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  bte  last  evenng.  Presest 
stances,  which  I  will  exphun  to  you  when  I  have  tte 
booor  of  seeing  you,  prevent  my  giving  it  a  full  an- 
swer now.  The  reasons  you  offer  had  before  been 
al  under  consideration.  But  I  must  submit  to  remab 
•ome  days  under  the  opinion  you  appear  to  have 
farmed,  not  only  of  my  {)oor  understandhig  in  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  America,  but  of  my  defects  in  ainoeri* 
ty,  politeness  and  attention  to  your  instructionSL  These 
offences,  I  flatter  niy!>elf,  admit  (^  iair  excuses,  or 
ratluT  will  be  found  not  to  have  existed  You  men* 
tkm,  that  you  feel  yoxtmelf  hurt.  Permit  me  to  oAr 
you  a  maxim,  which  has  through  life  been  of  use  to 
me,  and  may  be  so  to  you,  in  preventing  such  imagina- 
rj  hurts.  It  is,  **  always  to  wuppon  one^s  friends  mojf 
i$  rights  tiD  one  finds  them  wnmg»  rather  than  to  ttf^ 
pom  tkem  wrong  tdl  one  fimdo  them  right.''    Yoiihaie 
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heard  and  imagined  all  that  can  be  said  or  supposed 
on  one  side  of  the  question,  but  not  on  the  other*  I 
am  nevertheless,  with  smeere  esteem,  dear  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  himible  servant, 

B.   FRAITKLIir.* 


TO    JAMES    HUTTON-t 

On  the  Means  for  producing  a  Reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  .America. 

Passy,  1  February,  1778L 

My  dear  old  Friend, 
You  desired,  that  if  I  had  no  proposition  to  make, 
I  would  at  least  give  my  advice.  I  think  it  is  Ariosto 
who  says,  that  all  things  lost  on  earth  are  to  be  found 
in  the  moon ;  on  which  somebody  remarked,  that  there 
must  be  a  great  deal  of  good  advice  in  the  moon. 
If  so,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  mine,  formerly  given  and 
lost  in  this  business.  I  will,  however,  at  your  request 
give  a  little  more,  but  without  the  least  expectatioii 
that  it  will  be  foUowed ;  for  none  but  God  can  at  the 

*  Mr.  Izard  wbb  appointed  by  Congress  a  CoramiaiioDer  to  Um  coait 
of  Tuscany.  The  state  of  affairs  in  Europe  was  such,  however,  that 
he  did  not  go  to  Florence,  but  remained  in  Paris  during  the  whole 
period  of  his  appointment  He  was  there  while  the  treaty  of  alli- 
ance was  in  the  progress  of  negotiation,  and  he  considered  himeelf 
improperly  overlooked  in  not  being  consulted  as  to  certain  parta  of  the 
treaty  by  the  other  Commissioners.  He  wrote  a  complaining  letter  on 
the  subject  to  Dr.  Franklin,  to  which  the  above  is  an  anawer.  Hii 
letter  may  be  seen  in  the  DipUmalie  Cwrupwidaitt,  VoL  11.  pu  379L 
All  the  particulars  respecting  the  treaty,  of  an  official  character,  may  be 
found  in  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  the  same  work. 

f  James  Hutton  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Hutton,  (who  in  the  eariy  pait  of  Ui 
life  had  been  a  bookseller,)  and  was  for  many  yean  aecretary  to  the 
society  of  Moravians.  He  died  April  25th,  1795,  in  his  eightieth  year,  tl 
Oxstead  Cottage,  Surrey ;  and  was  buried  in  the  Moraviaii  eemeteiy  tl 
Chelaee.    He  was  a  well  known  character,  and  very  geneiaUly  < 
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time  give  good  counsel,  ind  wisdom  to  mMkt 
Bse  of  it 

You  have  lost  by  this  mad  war,  and  the  barbarity 
with  which  it  has  been  carried  on,  not  only  the  gov* 
emment  and  commerce  of  America,  and  the  public 
revenues  and  [)nvate  wealth  arising  from  that  com- 
merce, but  what  is  more,  you  have  lost  the  esteem, 
lespect,  friendship,  and  affection  of  all  that  great  and 
growing  people,  who  consider  you  at  present,  and 
whose  posterity  will  consider  you,  as  the  worst  and 
wickedest  nation  upon  earth.  A  peace  you  may  un* 
dottbtedly  obtain  l)y  dropping  all  your  pretensions  to 
govern  us;  and,  by  your  superior  skill  in  huckstering 
Mgotiation,  you  may  possibly  make  such  an  apparent* 
ly  ad%'antageous  bargain,  as  shall  be  applauded  in  your 
Piviiament ;  but,  if  you  cannot,  with  the  peace,  recover 
the  affections  of  that  people,  it  will  not  be  a  lasting 
nor  a  profitabk;  one,  nor  will  it  afford  you  any  part  of 
tiiat  strength,  which  you  once  had  by  your  union  with 
timn,  and  might  (if  you  had  been  wise  enough  to 
tiJte  advice)  have  still  retained. 

To  recover  their  respect  and  affection,  you  must 
tread  back  tiie  ste[>s  you  have  taken.  Instead  of  hon* 
oring  and  rewanling   the   American  advisers  and  pro* 


Hu  VM  a  rtithful  bruCh<*r  of  th«  MormYian  (nVsrwHj  Afty-Av*  JWit 
III*  UUi*r  fart  of  hifl  111**  wafl  tp«nt  litfimiijr  m  gumg  aboat  doiaf  §ood^ 
aai  kic  chantjr*  wfre  ri>nftn<H]  U>  no  arct  He  nuuTtcd  a  My  of  thm 
Mormtma  oaUun  ajmI  rpli^ioii,  but  bad  no  cbildrvn,  and  wai  a  vidov«f 
mme  j**mi»  U'luro  bu  dfaiii.  Mr.  lluUA>n  pimwaard  itroiif  mnm^  wi$k 
^■tck  fetliiigi  and  a^pnli*  n«ioii«,  wbK'b  tin*  lUuituiiaUoQ  of  bM  C4MUh 
tgmma€f  mnct^d  i*\rn  at  •^vf^ntjr,  tlKHJ^^'ii  bia  diAculty  of  beanaf  wm 
mtK  Utat  tie  cuuld  only  c**avf*rM  by  the  mmmtUacv  of  an  MMmmfMl. 
Il«  «a«  bigbljr  catvcnu-d  by  lbc*ir  prv^cnt  Maj^wUeai  and  wall  kaovn  to 
Maay  uf  the  nubility  and  inra  of  lettera;  nor  vai  be  rvfuaed  id^il^ 
liAC<»  to  the  lu|;h««t  imnka,  even  at  Buckuiybani-llouar,  tboiifb  bat  ar» 
4mm  broevolrnco  tnclinrd  bim  greatly  to  neglect  bas  own  drvnii  tbai  bo 
Um  better  feed  tiie  buofry  and  cover  tiia  oaluid.  — W.T.F. 
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moters  of  this  war,  you  should  disgrace  them;  with 
all  those  who  have  inflamed  the  nation  against  Amer- 
ica by  their  malicious  writings;  and  all  the  ministers 
and  generals  who  have  prosecuted  the  war  with  such 
inhumanity.  This  would  show  a  national  change  of 
disposition,  and  a  disapprobation  of  what  had  passed. 

In  proposing  terms,  you  should  not  only  grant  such 
as  the  necessity  of  your  affairs  may  evidently  oblige 
you  to  grant,  but  such  additional  ones  as  may  show 
your  generosity,  and  thereby  demonstrate  your  good 
will  For  instance,  perhaps  you  might,  by  your  treaty, 
retain  all  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  Floridas.  Bat 
if  you  would  have  a  real  friendly  as  well  as  able  ally 
in  America,  and  avoid  all  occasion  of  future  discord, 
which  will  otherwise  be  continually  arismg  on  your 
American  frontiers,  you  should  throw  in  those  coun* 
tries.  And  you  may  call  it,  if  you  please,  an  indemni- 
fication for  the  burning  of  their  towns,  which  indemni- 
fication will  otherwise  be  some  time  or  other  demanded* 

I  know  your  people  will  not  see  the  utility  of  such 
measures,  and  will  never  follow  them,  and  even  call  it 
insolence  and  impudence  in  me  to  mention  them.  I 
have,  however,  complied  with  your  desire,  and  am,  as 
ever,  your  affectionate  friend, 

B.  Franklut.* 

P.  S,  Febi^uary  \2th. — I  wrote  the  above  some  time 
before   I   received  yours,   acquainting  me  with    your 

*  At  this  time,  it  seems,  a  rumor  was  current  in  Paris,  that  a  recoil* 
ciliation  had  been  effected  by  a  treaty  in  America.  The  rumor  origin- 
ated in  England,  and  came  to  the  ears  of  Ck>unt  de  Vergennefl.  He 
wrote  on  the  subject  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane,  who  replied; 
"The  news  you  have  received  from  England  cannot  be  true ;  no  tret^ 
would  be  entered  into  with  Howe  by  Washington  when  the  Congiem 
was  at  hand ;  and  Howe  could  have  no  propositions  to  make,  but  such 
u  were  authorized  by  the  act  of  Pariiament,  and  had  bean  long 
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tpeedy  and  safe  return,  which  gave  me  pleasure.  I 
doubted  after  I  hail  written  it,  whether  it  wouki  be 
weU  to  send  it;  for  as  your  proud  nation  despises  us 
exceedingly,  and  demands  and  expects  absolute  and 
humble  submission,  ail  talk  of  treaty  must  appear  im* 
pydeoce,  and  tend  to  provoke  rather  than  condliale. 
As  you  still  press  me  by  your  last  to  say  somethings 
I  conclude  to  send  what  I  had  written,  for  I  think  the 
advke  is  good,  though  it  must  be  useless ;  and  I  can* 
not,  as  some  amongst  you  desire,  make  propositkMis^ 
having  none  committed  to  me  to  make;  but  we  can 
treat,  if  any  are  made  to  us ;  wluch,  however,  we  do 

itfKt«d,  Tit.  Pardomy  ftpm^  SubmistwiL  In  tbort,  we  e«liMiD  thm  matf 
«f  a  tfwUjT  lA  America  to  be  merely  an  aitiSce  of  Uie  eloelgobbefB  In 
bmf  op  the  fttmlt.**  —  Fc^rMory  isL 

Ml.  Hutton  had  recently  been  in  Paha.  Immediatclj  after  bie  retnm 
la  Loadoo,  he  vrnte  to  Dr.  Prinkhn  a«  foQowa. 

*  1  fol  to  ray  ovn  Koaee  in  aerenty-tiifee  boon  from  Paaa.  I  abaM 
Btrer  furgt^t  your  kuidoofli  to  me,  and  your  kind  inientionf  to  aenre  isy 
bfvlKren.  The  trnMition  I  had  of  the  certain  miaeriea  of  war,  tbid 
«0Q]d  attend  all  partiea  Embarked  in  it,  caoaed  lay  beait  abnoat  la 
biaak.  1  alwaya  tboufht  H  a  aad  nuafortnae,  tbai  tbare  waa  aueb  a 
Ibutf  aa  war  ufiuti  earth.  When  1  IcH  Mni^land,  I  faocu'd  that  you  aad 
Mr.  Drane  mtild  treat  ah<Mil  p«»arf».  I  wi»hed  it  ardently  ;  but,  hartBf 
•o  eommiaa»i>n,  nor  any  thinjr  to  otTer,  I  waa  aorry  to  bear  notbinf  mk 
fmu  aNk*,  that  I  could  menuon,  aa  a  frouad  to  treat  opoo,  to  aucb  aa 
1  fiuK-ied  Could  give  It  weight  I  waa  a  luvmg  %olunteer,  loving  botb 
ppofal*"  with  no  Common  ardor,  a  friend  Ut  peace,  a  hater  of  dtaeofd, 
web  bocrnr  at  all  blraidiihed,  wishing  you  aecure  m  your  bbertiea,  and 
fvarded  fur  ever  against  all  apprehenaiooa.  I  did,  before  I  aet  out,  aad 
1  do  now  utill  at  tiuii«tii«>ni«>nt,  and  1  tiank  on  bettrr  grounda,  believa 
tbat  any  thmj;  «hort  of  aS«<>Itit'*  inde|tendenry  alnxwt  would  be  prae* 
bcablr,  and  c<MiId  uke  place.  Tbrre  la  auch  a  apmt  aad  tenper  mom 
m  tbe  nat^»n,  that  1  caooul  think  tadependency  co«ld  ba  venturad  lo 
mt  priipHM*d.  If  3r«»u  and  Mr.  I^eane  could  ^ive  toe  any  bint  of  any 
tfung  prartjrabl**,  y<Mi  ron«td«'ring  not  only  your  caae  but  oura,  I  will 
veacurr  to  try  what  ciHiId  be  done.  I  know  your  band  writing,  aa  wal 
aa  1  du  your  b«*art.  l>trt*i  t  your  aaawcr  to  me,  Quaen*a  Row,  Piialico, 
WV»iMi;n«ti-f.  tinkler  rover  ^»  M.  Court  de  Uebeho,  Rue  Ponipre,  Pahi, 
wbn  will  pnt  a  rover  over  it;  and  my  fhend  Mr.  Fullrrton  will,  withool 
•saminatiofi,  forward  it  aaf«*  to  me  in  tba  packet  of  Lord  Stomuot**  — 
LmJwm,  Jamu4Mry  *i7<A,  1776. 

TOL.  yiiu  30  T  • 
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not  expect  I  abominate  with  you  all  murd^,  and  I 
may  add,  that  the  slaughter  of  men  in  an  unjust  cause 
is  nothing  less  than  murder;  I  therefore  never  think 
of  your  present  ministers  and  their  abettors,  but  with 
the  image,  strongly  painted  in  my  view,  of  their  handa^ 
red,  wet,  and  dropping  with  the  blood  of  my  country- 
men, friendi},  and  relations.  No  peace  can  be  signed 
by  those  hands.  Peace  and  friendship  will,  neverthe* 
less,  subsist  for  ever  between  Mr.  Hutton  and  his  af* 
fectionate  friend,  B.  F. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

American  Prisoners  in  England.  —  Conduct  of  Fromu 
in  Regard  to  the  United  States.  —  Change  of  Jlfin- 
istry  necessary  for  a  Conciliation. 

Paflsy,  13  Febnuiy,  177a 

Dear  Sir,  i^ 

A  thousand  thanks  for  your  so  readily  enga^g  in 
the  means  of  relieving  om*  poor  captives,  and  the  pains 
you  have  taken,  and  the  advances  you  have  made,  for 
that  purpose.  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  3d 
instant,  and  send  you  enclosed  a  bill  of  one  hundred 
pounds*  I  much  approve  of  Mr.  Wren*s  prudent,  as 
well  as  benevolent  conduct  in  the  disposition  of  the 
money,  and  wish  him  to  continue  doing  what  shall  s^ 
pear  to  him  and  to  you  to  be  right,  which  I  am  per- 
suaded will  appear  the  same  to  me  and  my  cdleagues 
here.  I  beg  you  *will  present  him,  when  you  writey 
my  respectful  acknowledgments. 

Your  "  earnest  caution  and  request,  that  nothmg  may 
ever  persuade  America  to  throw  themselves  into  the 
arms  of  France,  for  that  times  may  mend,  and  that  an 
American  must  always  be  a  stranger  in  France,  but  that 


Mw.  1&]  OOBRESrONDBNCB. 

Great  Britaiii  may  for  ages  to  come  be  their  home,* 
■arics  the  goodness  of  your  heart,  your  regard  for  u% 
and  bve  of  your  country.  But,  when  your  nation  is 
hiring  all  the  cut- throats  it  can  collect,  of  all  countries 
and  colors,  to  destroy  us,  it  is  hard  to  persuade  ns 
not  to  ask  or  accept  aid  from  any  power,  that  may  be 
preTaiied  with  to  grant  it;  and  this  oi^y  fifom  the 
hope,  that,  though  you  now  thirst  for  oar  blood,  and 
pursue  us  with  fire  and  sword,  you  may,  in  some 
future  time,  treat  us  kindly.  This  is  too  much  pa- 
tience to  be  expected  of  us ;  indeed,  I  think  it  is  not 
in  human  nature. 

The  Americans  are  received  and  treated  here  in 
France  with  a  cordiality,  a  respect,  and  affection  they 
mtwer  experienced  in  En^and  when  they  most  de* 
aenred  it;  and  which  is  now  (after  all  the  pains  taken 
Id  exasperate  the  English  against  them,  and  render 
diem  odious  as  well  as  contemptible,)  less  to  be  ex* 
pected  there  than  ever.  And  I  cannot  see  why  we 
amy  not,  upon  an  alliance,  hope  for  a  continuance  of 
it,  at  lea>t,  as  much  as  the  Swiss  enjoy,  with  whom 
France  has  maintained  a  faithful  friendship  for  two 
hundreil  years  |mst,  and  whose  peopk;  appear  to  life 
here  in  as  much  es^teem  as  the  natives.  America 
has  been  forced  and  driten  into  the  arms  of  France. 
She  was  a  dutiful  and  virtuous  daughter.  A  cruel 
mother-ia-bw  turned  her  out  of  dix^rs,  defamed  her, 
and  Mou^lit  her  liie.  All  the  world  knows  her  inno- 
cence, and  falvfs  her  i>;ut ;  and  her  friends  ho|)e  soon 
to  s<?e  htr  htHioralily  married.  Thtry  can  ne%'er  per- 
suaiK*  Ikt  n*tuni  and  submission  to  so  barbarous  an 
enemy.  In  her  future  pn)S|)erity,  if  she  forgets  and  for- 
give^, it  is  all  that  can  be  reuMinably  expected  of  her« 
I  b4*lie%'(;  >\\e  will  make  as  good  and  useful  a  w^ 
as  she  did  a  daughter,  that  her  husband  will  love  and 
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honor  her,  and  that  the  family,  fix)m  which  she  was 
so  wickedly  expelled,  will  long  regret  the  loss  of  ben 

I  know  not  whether  a  peace  with  us  is  desired  in 
England;  I  rather  think  it  is  not  at  present,  unless 
on  the  old  impossible  terms  of  submission  and  re- 
ceiving  pardon.  Whenever  you  shall  be  disposed  to 
make  peac^  upon  equal  and  reasonable  terms,  yoa 
will  find  litde  difficulty,  if  you  get  first  an  honest 
ministry.  The  present  have  all  along  acted  so  de- 
ceitfully and  treacherously,  as  well  as  inhumanly,  to- 
wards the  Americans,  that  I  imagine,  that  the  absolute 
want  of  all  confidence  in  them  will  make  a  treaty,  at 
present,  between  them  and  the  Congress  impracticable. 

The  subscription  for  the  prisoners  will  have  excel- 
lent effects  in  favor  of  England  and  Englishmen.  The 
Scotch  subscriptions  for  raising  troops  to  destroy  us^ 
though  amounting  to  much  greater  sums,  will  not  do 
their  nation  half  so  much  good.  If  you  have  an  op* 
portunity,  I  wish  you  would  express  our  respectful 
acknowledgments  and  thanks  to  your  committee  and 
contributors,  whose  benefactions  will  make  our  poor 
people  as  comfortable  as  their  situation  can  permit 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  ex- 
cellent papers  you  enclosed  to  me.  Your  endeavours 
for  peace,  though  unsuccessful,  will  always  be  a  com- 
fort to  you,  and  in  time,  when  this  mad  war  shall  be 
universally  execrated,  will  be  a  solid  addition  to  your 
reputation.    I  am  ever,  with  the  highest  esteem,  &c. 

B.   FRAJfKLIir. 

p.  S.  An  old  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Hutton,  a  chief 
of  the  Moravians,  who  is  often  at  the  Queen's  palace^ 
and  is  sometimes  spoken  to  by  the  King,  was  over 
here  lately.  He  pretended  to  no  commission,  but  ui^g- 
ed  me  much  to  propose  some  terms  q(  peace,  which 
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I  ftToided.  He  has  written  to  me  since  his  retuniy 
pressing  the  same  thing,  and  expressing  with  some 
confidence  his  opinion,  that  we  might  hafe  CTery  thing 
sliort  of  absolute  independence,  &c  Enclosed  I  send 
my  ansi^ers  open,  that  you  may  read  them,  and,  if 
jrou  please,  copy,  before  you  deliver  or  forward  them. 
They  will  senre  to  show  you  more  fully  my  senti* 
meots,  though  they  sare  no  other  purpose.      B.  F. 


niOM    DAVID   HARTLEY   TO   B.   FlUUfKUir. 

Lord  J>n^tlC$  Plan  of  ReconcUiatum. 

Loodoo,  90  F«kffWffy,  1778L 

Dbae  Sir, 

With  respect  to  Lord  North's  plan  of  peace,  mudi 
of  course  will  be  debated,  of  the  sincerity  or  insm** 
eerity,  and  whether  it  be  practicable  or  admissible ;  to 
al  which  I  say,  that  the  great  object  with  me  is  a 
cessation  of  arms.  I  admire  much  the  spirit  of  your 
sentiments  to  Lord  Howe.  Trade,  and  revenue,  and 
supremacy  are  not  objecU  for  which  men  may  ju$Ujf 
9piU  each  othertf  bloodJ*  I  think  if  we  can  once  ob* 
iMn  a  cessation  of  arms,  that  the  two  parties  wiD  not 
go  to  bkxxl  again. 

I  havt*  no  reason  to  suspect  Lord  North  of  insm* 
eerity.  Wh<'n  a  man  uses  for  argument,  that  peace 
b  preferable  to  the  iiulefinite  continuation  of  a  bloody 
and  ruinouH  war,  I  think  he  gives,  in  some  sort,  a 
ple<lge  (»f  hLs  bincvrity;  and  tliLs  Ls  all  that  I  can  say 
upon  the  matter.  America,  in  any  negotiation,  w9l 
doubtless  have  a  due  attention  to  her  own  safety,  and 
pos?«ibly,  in  the  present  irritable  state  of  things,  this  kind 
of  jiNiknisy  may  proceed   too   far.     I  wish   to  see  a 

•  Bm  Ite  toUOT  to  Laid  Uovo,  Vol  V.  ^  99. 
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treaty  begun.  It  is  dimidium  factu  There  may  pos- 
sibly be  many  altercations  in  a  popular  assembly,  and 
amongst  them  there  may  be  expressions  of  resentment 
to  America,  and  such  as  might  be  grating  to  the  ears 
of  an  American;  but  it  is  a  good  thuxg  to  be  even 
talking  about  peace.  I  am  very  glad  of  a  public  pro- 
fession of  desiring  peace.  It  may  abate  animosities. 
I  am  infprmed,  through  the  means  of  a  gentleman  con- 
nected with  administration,  that  a  vessel  is  despatched 
to  America  to  carry  the  news,  that  a  plan  of  peace  b 
under  consideration  of  Parliament 

For  my  own  part,  I  can  only,  as  a  single  man,  en- 
treat those,  who  have  any  influence  in  American  coun- 
sels, to  arrest  the  conclusion  of  any  fatal  treaty  with 
the  House  of  Bourbon.  I  should  think  it  not  [uiident 
to  put  the  principles  and  plan  of  a  certain  motion, 
which  you  have  seen  m  the  shape  of  an  address  to 
the  Kmg,  to  the  du*ect  question  in  the  House,  ay  or 
no.  A  direct  negative  upon  such  a  question,  appear- 
ing in  the  votes,  might  have  an  ill  effect  in  America. 
Wise  men  will  be  contented  if  things  are  in  a  good 
way.  If  there  should  be  any  things  m  the  terms  pro- 
posed on  this  side  of  the  water,  which  are  not  ade- 
quate to  the  expectations  of  America,  they  will  of 
course  give  their  reasons  for  the  consideration  of  Par- 
liament In  popular  counsels,  violent  and  irritating 
things  may  be  said,  which,  being  reported,  may  do 
much  harm.  If  one  member  says,  Delenda  est  Car* 
thagOf  that  may  be  imputed  to  the  nation  at  large; 
and,  what  is  the  worst  part  of  the  story,  the  recoil  of 
such  an  imputation  may  exasperate  the  nation  gready, 
and  thus  mutual  suspicions  may  aggravate  animosities. 
I  speak  thus  anxiously  to  you,  knowmg  the  goodness 
of  your  disposition  to  apply  the  balm  of  peace  to  the 
wounds  of  civil  discord.     Yours  most  affectionately, 

D.  Hartley. 
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TO   THOMAS   CUSHUfO. 


Treaty  of  AlHance  and  Commerce  between  fhmee  ami 
the  United  State$. 

Pa«j,  21  Pebroaiy,  177a 

Sim, 

I  recchred  your  favor  by  Mr.  Austin^  with  your  most 
agreeable  congratulations  on  the  success  of  the  Amer* 
ican  arms  in  the  northern  department,*  In  return,  gire 
me  leave  to  congratubte  you  on  the  success  of  our 
negotiations  here,  in  the  completion  of  the  two  treaties 
with  his  Most  Christian  Majesty;  the  one  of  amity 
and  commerce,  on  the  plan  of  that  proposed  by  Con- 
gress, with  some  good  additions ;  the  other  of  alliance 
for  mutual  defence,  in  which  the  Most  Christian  Kmg 
agrees  to  make  a  common  cause  with  the  United 
States,  if  England  attempts  to  obstruct  the  commerce 
of  his  subjects  with  them;  and  guaranties  to  the 
United  States  their  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  indepen- 
dence, absolute  and  unlimited,  with  all  the  possessions 
they  now  have,  or  may  have,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
war;  and  the  States  in  return  guaranty  to  him  his 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies.  The  great  principle 
in  both  tn*aties  is  a  jK^rfect  equality  and  reciprocity; 
no  ad^-antage  to  be  demanded  by  France,  or  pri^ilc^ges 
m  commerce,  which  the  States  may  not  grant  to  any 
and  e%er)'  other  nation. 

In  short,  the  King  has  tn*ated  with  us  generously 
and  magnanimously ;  taken  no  advantage  of  our  pres- 
ent difficulties,  to  exact  terms  which  we  should  not 
wSGngly  grant,  when  estal)lishcd  in  prosperity  and 
power.     I  may  add,  that  he  has  acted  wis<*lv,  in  wish- 

*  Buff^dtf  of  BurgoyM  at  fltfttofm. 
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ing  the  friendship  contracted  by  these  treaties  may  be 
durable,  which  probably  might  not  be,  if  a  contrary 
conduct  had  taken  place. 

Several  of  the  American  ships,  with  stores  for  the 
Congress,  are  now  about  sailmg,  imder  the  convoy  of 
a  French  squadron.  England  is  in  great  consterna- 
tion, and  the  minister,  on  the  17th  instant,  confes«ng 
that  all  his  measures  had  been  wrong,  and  that  peace 
was  necessary,  proposed  two  bills  for  quieting  Amer- 
ica; but  they  are  full  of  artifice  and  deceit,  and  will^ 
I  am  confident,  be  treated  accordingly  by  our  countij. 

I  think  you  must  have  much  satis&ction  in  80 
valuable  a  son,  whom  I  wish  safe  back  to  you,  and 
am  with  great  esteem,  &c. 

B.  FBAlfKLfir> 

p.  S.  The  treaties  were  signed  by  the  plenopotea* 
tiaries  on  both  sides,  February  6th,  but  are  still  fiar 
some  reasons  kept  secret,  though  soon  to  be  publish- 
ed. It  is  understood  that  Spain  will  soon  accede  to 
the  same.  The  treaties  are  forwarded  to  Congress  by 
this  conveyance. 


TO    ARTHUR   LEE. 

Lard  JVbrth.  —  Rumor  of  a  Treaty  bettoeen  General 
Washington  and  General  Howe. 

Passy,  23  Febmtiy,  177& 

Sir, 
The  enclosed,  which  you  sent  me,  contained  a  Irt- 
ter  from  Mr.  Hartley,  in  which  he  acquaints  me»  that 
on  the  17th  Lord  North  had  made  his  propositkxis 
towards  a  conciliation  with  America,  and  asked  leave 
to  bring  in   two  bills,  one  to  renounce  all  claim  of 
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fixation,  the  other  to  empower  commissioneni  to  tretl 
wkli  iny  persons  or  bodies  of  men  in  America  on  a 
peace;  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to.  He  tells 
me  Lord  North  had  expressed  to  him  the  strongest 
desire  of  accommodation,  and  even  wished  him  to 
come  over  to  Paris  and  talk  with  us.  I  should  send 
jou  the  letter,  which  marks  strongly  the  consternation 
they  are  m ;  but,  M.  Gerard  having  written  a  note  ac* 
qoainting  Mr.  Deane  that  they  had  news  from  Eng* 
land  that  a  treaty  was  on  foot  between  Washmgtmi 
sad  Howe,  and  desiring  to  know  if  we  had  any  intel- 
ligence of  it,  1  wrote  the  encbsed  in  answer,  and  sent 
Mr.  Hartley's  letter  to  him,  to  show  that  the  mkusters 
in  England  had  no  such  news.  Mr.  Hartley  refers  me 
to  Mr.  Thornton  for  the  titles  of  the  two  bills.  I  re- 
torn  Mr.  Thornton's  letters.  I  am,  very  respectfiiBy» 
kjc  B.  FmAiTKLiir. 


TO    DAVID    HAmiXCT. 

l4Mrd  JVbrth'i  CancUiatory  Bill  —  Jidoice  to  tk$ 
Eiigluh  tVhigs. 

PMij,  as  P^bravj,  177SL 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  18th  and  20th  of  this  month» 
with  Lord  North's  pn>posed  bilL  The  more  I  see 
of  the  ideas  and  projects  of  your  ministry,  and  their 
fitile  arts  and  schemes  of  amusing  and  divkling  us,  the 
more  1  admire  the  |>rudent,  manly,  and  magnanimous 
propositions  contained  in  your  intended  motion  for  an 
address  to  the  King.  What  reliance  can  we  have  on 
an  act  expressing  itself  to  be  only  a  decbualkNi  of  the 
mlentkm  of  Parliament  concerning  the  exerei$$  of  the 
rigirt  of  imposing  taxes  in  Americap  when,  in  the  bil 
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itself,  as  weD  as  in  the  title,  a  right  is  supposed  and 
claimed,  which  never  existed ;  and  a  present  intention 
only  is  declared  not  to  use  it,  which  may  be  changed 
by  another  act  next  session,  with  a  preamble,  that,  this 
intention  being  found  inexpedient,  it  is  thought  propo* 
to  repeal  this  act,  and  resume  the  exerdse  of  lAe  right 
in  its  full  extent.  If  any  solid  permanent  benefit  was 
mtended  by  this,  why  is  it  confined  to  the  colonies  of 
North  America,  and  not  extended  to  the  lojral  ones  m 
the  sugar  islands?  But  it  is  now  useless  to  criticize^ 
as  all  acts  that  suppose  your  future  government  of  the. 
colonies  can  be  no  longer  significant 

In  the  act  for  appointing  Commissioners^  instead  of 
fill!  powers  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace  and  fii^dd- 
ship,  with  a  promise  of  ratifying  such  treaty  as  thej 
shall  make  in  pursuance  of  diose  powers,  it  is  declar- 
ed, that  their  agreements  shall  have  no  force  nor  ef* 
feet,  nor  be  carried  into  execution,  till  approved  of  by 
Parliament ;  so  that  every  thing  of  importance  will  be 
uncertain.  But  they  are  allowed  to  proclaun  a  ce>sa- 
tion  of  arms,  and  revoke  their  proclamation,  as  soon 
as,  in  consequence  of  it,  our  militia  have  been  allowed 
to  go  home ;  they  may  suspend  the  operation  of  acts, 
prohibitmg  trade,  and  take  off  that  suspension  when 
our  merchants,  in  consequence  of  it,  have  been  in- 
duced to  send  their  ships  to  sea;  in  short,  they  may 
do  every  thing  that  can  have  a  tendency  to  divide 
and  distract  us,  but  nothing  that  can  afford  us  securi- 
ty. Indeed,  Sir,  your  ministers  do  not  know  us.  We 
may  not  be  quite  so  cunning  as  they,  but  we  have. 
really  more  sense,  as  well  as  more  courage,  than  they 
have  ever  been  willing  to  give  us  credit  for;  and  I 
am  persuaded,  these  acts  will  rather  obstruct  peace 
than  promote  it,  and  that  they  will  not  answer  in 
America  the  mischievous  and  malevolent  ends  for  whkji 
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they  were  intended.  In  England  they  may  indeed 
amuae  the  public  creditorsp  give  hopes  and  expecta- 
tiooa,  that  shall  be  of  some  present  use,  and  continue 
the  miamanagers  a  little  kmger  in  their  places.  Vaila 
tma/ 

In  return  for  your  repeated  advice  to  ua,  nol  to 
oondude  any  treaty  with  the  House  of  Bourbon*  per- 
mit me  to  give  (through  you)  a  little  advice  to  the 
Whigs  in  England.  Let  nothing  induce  them  to  jom 
with  the  Tories,  in  !?upporting  and  continuing  this  wick- 
ed war  against  the  Whigs  of  America,  whose  aiwistaiice 
they  may  hereafter  want  to  secure  their  own  liberties, 
or  whose  country  they  may  be  glad  to  retire  to  far 
the  enjoyment  of  them. 

If  peace,  by  a  treaty  with  America,  upon  equal  tenii8| 
really  desired,  your  CommissioQers  need  not  go 
for  it;  supposing,  as  by  the  bill  they  are  am* 
powered  ^  to  treat  with  such  person  or  persona,  as  m 
ihtk  wisdom  and  discretion  they  shall  think  meet,'* 
they  should  happen  to  conceive,  that  the  Coomiissaoii- 
ers  of  the  Congress  at  Paris  might  be  mcluded  in 
tl»t  description.     I  am  ever,  dear  Sir,  &c. 

B.   pEAIfEUir. 

P.  8.  Seriously,  on  further  thoughts,  I  am  of  opin- 
toti,  that,  if  wise  and  honest  men,  such  as  Sir  €Seorge 
Saville,  the  Bishop  of  St  Asaph,  and  yourself  were  to 
oome  over  here  immedbtely  with  powers  to  treat,  yoo 
might  not  only  obtain  peace  with  America,  but  piw- 
tent  a  war  with  France. 


244  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JEr.  7SL 

TO    MRS.    CATHERINE    GREENE. 

Paris,  78  Febnuuy,  1778. 

My  dear  old  Friend, 

Don't  be  offended  at  the  word  old.  I  don't  mean 
to  call  you  an  old  woman;  it  relates  only  to  the  age 
of  our  friendship ;  which,  on  my  part,  has  always  been 
a  sincerely  affectionate  one,  and,  I  flatter  myself^  the 
same  on  yours. 

I  received  your  kind  letter  from  Boston  of  October 
26th,  which  gave  me  great  pleasure,  as  it  infonned 
me  of  the  welfare  of  you  and  your  family.  I  contmue 
hearty,  as  do  my  two  grandsons,  who  present  their 
respects  to  you  and  Mr.  Greene,  bemg  pleased  with 
your  remembrance  of  them.  We  are  all  glad  to  hear 
of  Ray,  fc»*  we  all  love  him.  I  have  been  often  much 
concerned  for  my  friends  at  Warwic,  hearing  that  the 
enemy  was  so  near  them.  I  hope  your  troubles  wiD 
not  be  of  much  longer  duration ;  for,  though  the  wick- 
edness of  the  English  court,  and  its  malice  agamst 
us,  are  as  great  as  ever,  its  horns  are  shcMtened,  its 
strength  diminishes  daily,  and  we  have  formed  tn  al- 
liance here,  and  shall  form  others,  that  will  help  to 
keep  the  bull  quiet,  and  make  him  orderly. 

I  chat,  you  see,  as  usual,  any  how  with  you,  who 
are  kind  enough  never  to  criticize  improprieties  in  ray 
compositions,  or  any  thing  else.  I  see  by  yours  that 
my  sister's  granddaughter  is  married.  I  wish  the  young 
folks  joy  and  lasting  happmess.  I  pity  my  poor  old 
sister,  to  be  so  harassed  and  driven  about  by  the 
enemy ;  for  I  feel  a  little  myself  the  inconvenience  of 
being  driven  about  by  my  friends. 

I  live  here  in  great  respect,  and  dine  every  day 
with  great  folks;  but  I  still  long  for  home  and  for 
repose;  and  should  be  happy  to  eat  Indian  pudding 
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ki  jour  compan  J,  and  under  your  hosphible  root  Re- 
memba*  me  kindly  to  the  remabder  of  the  Wards^ 
and  to  all  that  wish  me  welL  Assure  Mr.  Greene  of 
my  sincere  esteem  and  respect^  and  believe  me  erer, 
my  dear  friend,  yours  moot  affectionately, 

B.  Feakklut 


FEOM    DATID   HAETLET   TO   B.    FEAJTEUir. 

lord  J>/brW$  QmcUiatary  Bill  —  Lord  Otorgi 
GtrmaifL 

GoUra  Scpttre,  3  Maids  ITTlE 
Deae  SfE, 

Do  not  let  us  despair  now.  There  seems,  I  bope^ 
to  be  a  disposition  on  all  sides  to  peace.  The  Con^ 
tSUtOory  Biii,  as  it  is  caOed,  passed  the  House  of 
CSomBions  yesterday.  The  sentiments  of  Lord  North 
tofwirds  peace  hare  been  dechuned  by  the  biD  itsd^ 
md  by  the  method  and  principles  wluch  he  arowed 
when  he  brought  it  in.  Lord  George  Germain,  who 
had  not  opened  his  lips  in  the  course  of  the  bill,  was 
eaBed  upon  yesterday  to  declare  whether  he  concurred 
heartily  in  the  measure,  or  whether  he  remamed  in 
Us  old  sentiments.  He  dedared  his  hearty  concur* 
rence  with  the  bill,  in  the  present  circumstances  of 
things,  and  that  he  would  ad%ise  the  giving  such  in- 
sCmctions  to  the  Commisskmers  under  the  bill,  as  wodd 
be  most  likely  to  facilitate  peace.  I  hope  the  Com* 
mtnkmers  will  meet  with  good  dispositions  on  the  other 
skle  of  the  water,  and  that  we  may  once  more  be 
muted  in  afiections  and  interests. 

We  are  so  full  of  business  at  present,  that  I  must 
refer  you  for  a  detail  of  many  partkrulars  to  some  fii* 
lore  opportunity  of  a  safe  conveyance.    I  send  yon 
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this  by  a  very  worthy  man,  who  b  leaving  this  coun- 
try; but  I  have  hopes,  that  we  may  all  meet  some 
day  again  in  peace.    I  am,  dear  Sir,  Slc 

D.  Hartlet. 


FROM   BENJAMIN    VAUGHAN    TO  B.    FRANKLUC. 

Debate  in  Parliament  on  a  Peace  with  America. 

London,  5  March,  1778< 

My  dear  Sir, 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  opinions  concerning 
America.  It  would  take  a  volume  to  explain  them, 
as  it  would  be  necessary  to  state  the  grounds  upon 
which  they  go,  and  the  objects  to  which  they  point 
To  foreigners  they  must  be  totally  unintelligible,  as 
they  cannot  combine  the  different  managements  whidi 
sudi  a  government  as  ours  requires  to  effect  any  good. 
Several  opinions  are  founded  upon  supposed  intdii* 
gence  from  you  and  your  friends.  Those  whom  I  con- 
verse with,  having  no  such  lights,  continue  exactly 
their  old  plan  of  conduct,  wishmg  an  end  to  the  war 
at  all  events,  and  a  free  and  equal  union,  if  possible^ 
afterwards ;  foreseeing  the  utmost  pitch  of  wealth,  free- 
dom, and  happiness  to  be  attamable  on  such  a  system, 
and  nothing  but  war,  confusion,  poverty,  and  ruin  upon 
any  other. 

Tou  have  too  much  penetration,  and  these  ideas 
were  formerly  too  much  your  own,  for  you  to  require^ 
at  present,  much  explanation  of  them.  It  is  therefcwe 
sufficient  to  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  those  that 
propose  them,  and  their  unalterable  determmation  to 
pursue  them  with  every  degree  of  liberality  and  con- 
fidence. The  distractions,  which  to  a  common  eye 
appear  so  formidable,  may  lay  the  foundation  of  wha^ 
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however  right  and  just^  would  otbemiae  be  unaWaiiui* 
hie.  I  write  this,  for  obvious  reasons,  in  perfect  con* 
fidcnce.  In  the  debate  of  yesterday.  Lord  Shelbume 
was  for  returning  to  as  much  of  the  old  connexion 
as  would  be  attainable.  He  thought  any  aDusioiis  to 
the  doctrine  of  independence  from  the  court,  Hke  the 
robber  firing  the  house  to  cover  his  escape  and  hide 
his  theft;  and  that  the  connexion  ought  to  be  tried. 
He  contrasted  the  advantages  to  America  of  a  bee 
union,  and  the  disadvantages  of  a  uti  pa$$id€ti$}  and 
made  light  of  a  commercial  alliance  upon  general  prin« 
dpies.  As  to  the  present  state  of  things,  he  thought 
the  Spanish  statesman's  advice  a  proper  address  for 
the  city.  **  For  your  Majesty's  comfort,  you  have  but 
two  enemies  upon  earth;  one,  the  whole  world;  the 
other,  your  own  ministers." 

There  was  some  question  out  of  doors  about  the 
phrase  of  ^one  purse";  by  which  I  do  not  find  any 
thmg  more  was  meant  than  the  original  idea  of  bring* 
ing  in  America,  more  as  a  check  upon  our  extrava- 
gance, than  as  contributor;  or,  at  least,  so  (ar  as  the 
last  goes,  in  an  honest  and  fair  proportion,  such  as 
shall  suit  the  circumstances  of  both,  and  contribute  to 
the  real  union,  by  having  more  locks  than  one  to  a 
chest  that  of  late  has  had  none. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  was  thoroughly  convinced  of 
a  commercial  treaty.  Lord  Weymouth  said  he  knew 
no  commercial  treaty.  Lord  Radnor  wbhed  the  Amer- 
ican war  ended  on  any  terms.  The  Duke  of  lUch- 
mond  took  a  manly  line,  and  attacked  your  old  fi^d 
Lord  Hillsborough,  who  usually  blundered  against  him- 
•eil^  but  now  against  his  friends.  Lord  Suflblk  had 
his  u^ual  pomp  and  hardness ;  k)oked  for  efficacy  from 
his  bills,  yet  supposed  you  ab  origine  inclined  to  bde* 
pendence;  said   that  many  wouki  be  detachedv  and 
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the  force  be  rendered  efficacious ;  that  he  kept  all  his 
principleSj  and  yielded  onfy  to  the  necessity  of  pm^ 
dence^  which  made  early  concession  with  misfortune 
ami  disappointment  better  than  later  concessions  upon 
complete  victory ;  upon  victory  terms  were  always  m- 
tended.  Lord  Temple  reprobated  the  concessions,  and 
equally  the  mad,  foolish  minister,  who  could  neither 
keep  peace,  make  war,  nor  negotiate  peace  again.  He 
wanted  a  treaty  without  Parliament,  and  preliminaries 
setded  before  concession.  Tours  ever  most  affectioa- 
ately,  BENjAimir  Yauohait. 


TO  ARTHUR   LEE. 

Concerning  BiUs  draum  by  Congress  on  the 
Commissioners. 

Pusy,  17  March,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 
One  of  the  Messrs.  Beaumann  of  Bord^ux  soorie 
time  since  told  me,  that  they  intended  to  send  a  pack«- 
et  every  month  to  America,  on  their  own  account,  they 
having  great  concerns  there.  He  offered,  indeed,  ttf 
carry  our  despatches ;  but,  as  at  this  distance  we  cooUf 
not  know  the  captains,  nor  the  degree  of  confidraee 
that  might  be  placed  m  them,  and  having  other  con- 
veyances, I  have  not  yet  seen  occasion  to  make  use 
of  that  offer.  These  are  the  packets  I  mentk>ned  to 
die  gentleman,  as  likely  to  afford  him  the  convenioioe 
of  a  passage,  and  he  understood  more  than  I  said  to 
him,  when  he  imagined  there  was  a  packet  to  saQ  socxi 
with  our  despatches.  I  knew  of  no  such  thing  pw^ 
posed ;  and  certainly,  if  it  had  been  proposed  by  me^ 
or  with  my  knowledge,  I  should  have  acquainted  jost 
mih  it 
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A  gentleman,  body  arrifed  from  Boaton,  has  pra* 
led  for  acceptance  bills  drawn  on  us  by  Mr.  Han* 
Qock,  as  the  Pn»ident  of  the  Gongressi  for  about  one 
bondred  and  eighty  thousand  livrea.  I  have  also  re- 
ceifed  a  letter,  mentioning  that  other  biDs  are  drawn 
on  OS  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  present  President,  of  uriiich 
SB  account  is  promised  in  a  future  letter,  this  not  grr- 
ing  the  amount,  but  only  directing  us  to  accept  them 
when  diey  appear.  The  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou- 
sand firres  are  an  old  debt  contracted  by  our  army 
in  Canada,  and  not  for  interest  of  mcmey.  What  the 
others  are,  I  know  not;  and  I  cannot  conceive  what 
eaoouragement  the  Congress  could  have  had  from  any 
of  us  to  draw  on  us  for  any  thing  but  that  interest 
I  auppooe  their  difficulties  have  compelled  dmn  to  iL 
I  see  we  shall  be  distressed  here  by  these  praoeed- 
inga,  and  I  want  to  consuh  with  you  about  the  means 
ef  paying  the  biBs.  If  yon  wiD  name  an  hom*,  when 
jOQ  shall  be  at  leisure  to-day,  I  wiD  caD  upon  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  && 

B.  FEAMKLOr. 


TO  JAMBS  Hunojr. 

Pm^,  SI  Mftiek,  1778. 

My  dear  old  friend  was  m  the  right,  not  ^to  cal 
in  question  the  sincerity  of  my  words,  where  I  saj^ 
February  the  12th,  we  can  treaty  if  am/  propo$itiam$ 
mt  made  to  tt$.^  They  were  true  then,  and  are  so 
stiD,  if  Britain  has  not  dedared  war  with  France ;  for  in 
that  case  we  shall  undoubtedly  think  ourselves  obliged 
to  continue  the  war  as  long  as  she  does.  But  meChmks 
you  should  have  taken  us  at  our  word,  and  have  sent 
■nmediateiy  your  propositkxis  in  order  to  prevent  such 

VOL.  VUL  SS       ' 
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a  war,  if  you  did  not  choose  it  Still  I  conceive  it 
would  be  well  to  do  it,  if  you  have  not  already  rashly 
begun  the  war.  Assure  yourself,  nobody  more  sin- 
cerely wishes  perpetual  peace  among  men  than  I  do; 
but  there  is  a  prior  wish,  that  they  would  be  equita- 
ble and  just,  otherwise  such  peace  is  not  posable,  and 
indeed  wicked  men  have  no  right  to  expect  it  Adieu. 
I  am  ever  yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRAlTKLIir. 


TO  RALPH  IZARD. 

Paaqr*  30  Maieh,  177a 

Sir, 

From  the  account  you  ^ve  me  of  the  man,  who 
pretends  to  be  of  Carolina,  as  well  as  from  my  own 
observation  of  his  behavioiu*,  I  entertain  no  good  0|Mn» 
ion  of  him,  and  shall  not  give  him  the  pass  he  desires 

Much  and  vftry  important  business  has  hitherto  pne- 
vented  my  givmg  you  the  satbfaction  you  desired,  but 
you  may  depend  upon  my  endeavouring  to  give  it  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible.*    An  answer  was  written  to 

*  The  same  grnevance  is  here  alluded  to,  as  in  the  letter  of  Jumaiy 
29th.  Mr.  Izard  thought  himself  slighted  by  the  Commiasionen,  in  i^ 
gard  to  the  treaty,  and  particularly  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  reqoestad  Ml 
explanation.  See  above,  p.  230.  Mr.  Izard  waited  impatiently  fbr  tfaif 
explanation  in  writing,  but,  not  receiving  it,  he  sent  his  secretuj,  Mr. 
John  J.  Pringle,  with  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin.  The  following  ii  Mr. 
Pringle^s  account  of  the  interview,  as  he  reported  it  to  Mr.  Ixud. 

**  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  waited  on  Dr.  Franklin  and  d»» 
livered  to  him  your  letter;  he  had  scarcely  read  it  when  he  atidi  ^Mb 
Izard  has  written  me  a  very  angry  letter ;  please  to  tell  him,  tiiai  be 
has  only  made  use  of  general  assertions  of  my  having  done  wrongs 
which  I  cannot  otherwise  answer  than  by  denying.  If  I  hne  gifta 
him  any  causes  of  offence,  he  should  let  me  know  what  they  nre.*  To 
this  I  replied,  *that  you  had  been  kind  enough  to  form  so  good  an 
opinion  of  me,  as  to  admit  me  into  a  share  of  your  confidence ;  tber^ 
fore  I  could  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  yon  were  penntded  yon  Ind 
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your  letter  of  the  6th  of  this  month,  and  signed  by 
Hi  an,  which  I  thought  had  been  sent  to  you  till  Mr. 
Lee  infonned  me,  that^  havmg  communicated  to  you 
die  contents,  you  told  him  it  would  not  be  satisfactoiy, 
and  desired  it  might  be  reconsidered,  and  he  had  ae- 
eordingiy  stopped  it  (or  that  puipose.  We  have  not 
«Dce  had  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  it;  and,  as 
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KiM—  dRirtlinf  fiiActeiit  groomto  of  oflbaee.'  H9  Mid,  'h* 
W  fM  lo  know  what  thoM  ctreimisimncM  were.*  I  amwerid,  fai  fim 
iffirt  plae«,  *  tlMt,  cooermnf  it  yom  doty  m  a  otember  of  fim  SulM, 
iHftef  a  eoandftrable  hnnne  there,  and  intniattfd  whh  a  coqaoMoa 
iMi  CoofTMi,  to  copmwmkate  aa  cMrcaaton  otTiTpd  all  tha  ialaDifaMt 
fa«  eoald,  ytm  fboiid  thia  cominonication  freatly  ohatnietad  by  a  ceth 
oo  the  part  of  Dr.  Franklin  of  proper  opportunitiaa^  whan  it 
ila  tumeceaaary,  or  when  the  end  of  aecrecy  nifht  ha  anawatad, 
yoQ  had  been  intrufted  whh  the  kaowMfe  of  thenk*  Upoa 
vikh  Dr.  franklin  told  me,  'that  yon  had  only  cooplaiaad  of  thia  ii 
Ilia  ptaatat  letter,  and  aa  to  the  paitkvlar  opportanity  yoo  atflliaaad 
hy  M.  Gdrard,  or  Mr.  Deaoe,  he  had  not  hinaelf  looked  «poa  it  aa  a 
faad  or  proper  one,  and  had  not  hinwelf  made  aaa  of  it  lo  wrila.* 

"  Am  another  froond  of  eooplaint  I  obaenrad,  '  that,  whila  tlM  eaaiH 
■aicial  treaty  waa  on  the  carpet,  yon  comidered  one  article  aa  hifkly 
aaraaaoaahle  and  inexpedient,  and  therefi>re  ezpreaaly  objected  to  it; 
jaa  had  in  a  )f*tter  fully  apecified  the  reaaona  opon  which  your  diaap- 
pfobatioo  vma  founded,  ind  had  aent  thii  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin,  ia 
of  hia  renxvirinir  your  arruplea,  and  aettsng  yon  ri|^  if  yoQ  were 
f,  or  Irttinir  your  reiaont  and  obiectiona,  if  they  were  Joat,  pradaca 
}  food  ffSrcx  before  the  rnncluaion  of  the  treaty,  bvt  yon  had  attar 
Ibvored  with  any  an«wer  on  the  aubiect,  though  yon  had  npaat 
aAy  reqneated  it*  Dr.  Franklin  allefed,  *that  he  would  bate  fivaa 
a  Ml  and  aatiffartory  answer,  but  he  had  been  prerented  by  boaiaaaa 
Mid  taiioofl  avoeationa ;  that  he  waa  atill  willtnf  to  fira  one,  bat  coaM 
aal  coaeetve  why  yoo  ahould  be  ao  impatient  Bnppoae  ha  eoold  aal 
five  it  for  a  month  hence,  what  freat  tnronvenienee  would  it  oeca- 
alaa?*  I  obaenred,  *that  the  nooeryoa  had  it,  jron  miflit  be  the  bat* 
air  prepared  to  foard  afaioat  any  miarepreaantatioa.*  Dr.  Franklin  na- 
me, that  he  had  not  been,  nor  woold  he  e?er  be,  faihy  of  aay 
ation;  ao  (kr  from  it,  that  he  had  not  eren  wrtttea  aay 
thiaf  cooceminf  the  matter.  I  told  bim,  periiapa  yoa  aafbt  ehooaa 
lo  lay  it  before  Confreaa,  and  hia  aaawar  mifht  enable  yoa  to  do  it 
amre  fblly  and  tatuifactnhly.  Dr.  Franklin  aaid  yoo  idioQld  have  aa 
aaawer,  bat  yoo  moat  be  patient ;  for  ha  raaUy  waa  rery  aMKh  aafafad 
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the  end  is  now  answered  by  the  communication  of 
the  treaty,  perhaps  it  is  not  necessary. 

I  condole  with  you  sincerely  on  the  great  loss  sus- 
tained in  Charleston  by  the  fire  in  January  last,  said 
to  have  destroyed  six  hundred  houses,  valu^  with  the 
goods  at  a  million  sterlmg.  I  hare  the  honor  to  be^ 
&C.  B.  Frahklut. 


by  other  bueiness,  and  interrapted  by  people  continiiilly  coming  in  npoa 
Urn,  thougfh  some  upon  frivolous  errands,  as  was  the  case  with  the  two 
Frenchmen,  just  gone  away,  who  came  only  to  ask  him  to  bay  cloth. 

« I  suggested  as  a  third  ground  of  complaint,  that  yoa  had  been  di- 
rected by  the  Congress  to  propose  to  the  court  of  Tuscany  a  oqoh 
mercial  treaty  similar  to  the  one  concluded  with  this  court,  which  yoa 
therefore  required  as  necessary  for  your  regulation,  in  parsQanQe  of 
the  instructions  of  Congress,  who  directed  yon  should  haTO,  not  oo^ 
the  original  treaty,  but  also  the  alterations  which  might  be  piopooad; 
both  were  nevertheless  withheld  from  you  by  Dr.  Franklin  without  the 
least  regard  to  your  applications.  Dr.  Franklin  replied,  *  Did  he  go  into 
Tuscany?  Has  not  the  treaty  been  sent  to  him?*  I  said,  yoa  hiA 
good  reasons  fi)r  staying;  that  the  treaty  was  kept  firom  yoo  tiU  the 
other  day,  when  perhaps  it  was  necessary  for  you  to  have  had  it  m 
early  as  possible,  even  previous  to  your  departure,  to  give  it  the  ne- 
tnrer  consideration,  and  because  there  might  be  explanations  yoa  woold 
like  to  have  made  here ;  or  observations  might  occur  to  yoo,  which  yoa 
might  think  it  advisable  to  communicate  to  Congress^  to  have  their 
further  instructions  as  soon  as  you  could. 

<*  I  do  not  recollect,  that  Dr.  Franklin  made  any  duect  reply  to  tfaii» 
He  observed,  that  he  was  clear  he  had  not  given  you  ai^  jost  canse 
of  offence,  or  reasonable  grounds  of  complaint,  that  he  was  stodiooi  to 
avoid  contention;  he  acknowledged  that  he  owed  you  an  answeri  bo^ 
though  he  was  in  your  debt,  he  hoped  you  would  be  a  merdftil  eiedft- 
tor ;  he  would  say,  as  the  debtor  in  the  Scripture,  *have  patience,  aad 
I  will  pay  thee  all;'  that  you  certainly  ought  to  give  him 
you  had  urged  a6  much  matter  as  would  require  a  pamphlet  in 
I  told  him,  that  I  was  sure  it  was  far  from  your  disposition  to  eoail 
quarrels ;  that  if  the  reasons  he  gave  in  his  answer  to  yoa  were  Joit 
and  satisfactory,  you  would  undoubtedly  allow  them  their  fbll  weiglA; 
that  satisfaction  you  were  desirous  of  having,  and  were  anxioas  to  have 
the  affair  ended*  He  said,  he  should  endeavour  to  do  it  «i  oooo  es 
possible ;  in  the  mean  time,  he  hoped  to  have  no  more  sach  aagiy  let- 
ters  from  you;  liis  answer  he  promised  should  be  a  cool  one,  and  that 
people  who  wrote  such  angry  letters  should  keep  them,  till  they  aafl- 
dently  reflected  on  the  contents,  before  they  sent  them.—- w 
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TO    WILUAM   PULTCJTKT. 

cannot  treat  on  any  Term$  $kort  of  hdipenr 
dence;  nor  at  all  in  Case  England  make$  Wot 
QgamU  France. 

?msf,  30  MucK  177a 

Sib, 
When  I  first  had  the  honor  of  conversing  with  you 
OB  the  subject  of  peace,  I  mentioned  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  every  proposition,  which  implied  our  voluntarily 
yvtfitng  to  return  to  a  dependence  on  Britain,  was 
DOW  become  impossible;  that  a  peace  on  equal  terms 
undoubtedly  might  be  made ;  and  that,  though  we  had 

*  Mt.  Rokeney  vm  a  member  of  Pariiament,  and  bad  cone  otsr 
ii  Parit,  aa  a  aecrvt  a^ent  (racn  Uie  mioiaCrj,  for  Uie  porpoM  of  eoa> 
•litfaf  Dr.  Praakltii  rrapectiiif  Um  lerma  of  a  rvconeiiatioo  with  Antr- 
itii.  comauwd  in  Lord  Nortii**  bill  for  apfmntuif  roinniiwiiinari>  That 
Ike  olyct  of  bif  Tiaat  might  not  be  publicly  auapected,  be  aMamed  tht 
wae  of  WaitaDML  Tbe  above  letter  ia  an  anewer  to  tbe  fbOownif 
Mia;  or  ratKer  Ibr  fubeUnce  of  a  cooTeraatkm,  that  bad  paaMd  b»» 
tvMB  them  m  coiMrqucnce  of  it  Tbe  letter  waa  not  aenL  See  lei- 
IV  to  DaTid  lUrtlej,  dated  October  Mh,  177B, 

-99  March,  ITTSL 

*  Mr.  Williaraa  r^unHni  this  mominf  to  Paria,  and  will  ba  glad  la 
wm  Dr.  Franklin,  wbri»<*v<*r  it  la  coovemem  for  the  Doctor,  al  the  114- 
%ti  FraatlMp*,  Rim»  Toumon.    It  m  near  the  hotel   where  he  lodfr 
■haa  th<>  Diictor  saw  him  a  fortnight  aifo.     Il<>  doea  not  propoae  to 
•Wmd,  and  th<rrfi>n*  th«*  Dnrior  will  find  him  at  aof  boor.    He  or 
HiMiii  that   Mr.  Alrxandfr  la  out  jret  rrtumed  (rom  D^ioo,  wW 
f^grtta.**  j^ 

Mr.  AI«*iandrr  aoon  rrtamH  to  Paria,  and  wmie  to  Or.  * 
«•  the  4th  of  April,  aa  followa.  «  h« 

*Upoo  a  night*t  rr  (l4*cttoo,  it  ia  ihoufht  ngbt  thai  jo9lhoi| 
poaaeoBrd  of  thr  encliiw*d,  to  b<*   aderwank  rrtumed  to 
laltef   a  cnpT,  in  caai*  no  biuim*aa  ia  done.    Will  JoQi% 
bf  thr  bearer,  if  we  are  lu  ace  jroti  m  town  lo-dajr,  r 
I  Mf  be  at  hand?*  the 

The  paper  here  mentioned,  at  eocloaed  pmbably  cr  ( 
aaitioiM,   whirh   had  been  brmtght  by  Mr.  Piilteoey»<loa 
af  which  be  had  cnmmuMcatad  to  Dr.  tnMm  m 
TOU  Tin. 
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no  particular  powers  to  treat  of  peace  with  England, 
we  had  general  powers  to  make  treaties  of  peace,  ami- 
ty, and  commerce,  with  any  State  in  Emt)pe,  by  which 
I  thought  we  might  be  authorized  to  treat  with  Britain ; 
who,  if  sincerely  disposed  to  peace,  m^ht  save  time 
and  much  bloodshed  by  treating  with  us  directly. 

I  also  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that,  m  the  treaty  to 
be  made,  Britam  should  endeavour,  by  the  fairness  and 
generosity  of  the  terms  she  offered,  to  recover  the 
esteem,  confidence,  and  affection  of  America,  without 
which  the  peace  could  not  be  so  beneficial,  as  it  was 
not  likely  to  be  lasting ;  in  this  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
find  you  of  my  opinion. 

But  I  see,  by  the  propositions  you  have  oomniH* 
nicated  to  me,  that  the  ministers  cannot  yet  divest 
themselves  of  the  idea,  that  the  power  of  Pariiament 
over  us  is  constitutionally  absolute  and  unlimited ;  and 
that  the  limitations  they  may  be  willing  now  to  put 
to  it  by  treaty  are  so  many  favors,  or  so  many  bene- 
fits, for  which  we  are  to  make  compensation. 

As  our  opinions  m  America  are  totally  different,  a 
treaty  on  the  terms  proposed  appears  to  me  uttaly 
impracticable,  either  here  or  there.  Here  we  c^tain- 
ly  cannot  make  it,  having  not  the  smallest  autfaori^ 
to  make  even  the  declaration  specified  in  the  iHX>posed 
Wtter,  without  which,  if  I  understood  you  right,  treat- 
iiig  with  us  cannot  be  commenced. 

I  sincerely  wish  as  much  for  peace  as  you  dp,  and 
I  have  enough  remammg  of  good  will  for  Enj^d  to 
wish  it  for  her  sake  as  well  as  for  oiffown,  and  for 
the  sake  of  humanity.  In  the  present  state  of  thingSi 
the  proper  means  of  obtaining  it,  in  my  opinion,  are^ 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  Stales^ 
and  then  enter  at  once  mto  a  treaty  with  us  for  a 
suspension  of  arms,  with  the  usual  provi^oos  rdatiog 
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lo  distances ;  and  another  for  establishing  peace,  friend- 
iUp,  and  coounerce,  such  as  France  has  made.  Thii 
Rttght  prevent  a  war  between  you  and  that  Idngdom, 
which,  in  the  present  circumstances  and  temper  of  the 
two  nations,  an  accident  may  bring  on  every  day,  thougfi 
coQtrftry  to  the  mterest  and  without  the  previous  ia- 
tentioQ  of  either.  Such  a  treaty  we  might  probably 
DOW  make,  with  the  approbation  of  our  friends;  but, 
if  you  go  to  war  with  them  on  account  of  their  friend- 
ship  (or  us,  wc  are  bound  by  ties,  sux)nger  than  can 
be  formed  by  any  treaty,  to  fight  against  you  with  them, 
as  long  as  the  war  against  them  shall  continue. 

May  God  at  last  grant  that  wisdom  to  your  nation- 
al councils,  which  he  seems  long  to  have  denied  them, 
nd  which  only  sincere,  just,  and  humane  intentions 
eaa  merit  or  ex{)ect  With  great  personal  esteem,  I 
kave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  Slc 


TO  THE   PRESlDEIfT   OF  COHGRRtS. 

Relatisig  to  Mr.  Deane^s  Conduct  in  fhmce. 

rnrnj,  81  If  ftidl,  ITTR 

Sir, 
My  colleague,  Mr.  Deane,  being  recalled  by  Coo- 
gress,  and  no  reasons  given  that  have  yet  appeared 
here,  it  is  ap{)rehen(led  to  be  the  effect  of  some  mis- 
representatiiins  fn)m  an  enemy  or  two  at  Paris  and  at 
Nantes.  I  have  no  doubt,  that  he  will  be  able  dearty 
to  juMify  himself;  but,  having  lived  intimately  with  him 
ROW  tifte<*n  months,  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  in 
the  same  house,  and  been  a  constant  witness  of  his 
public  conduct,  I  cannot  omit  giving  this  testimony, 
though  unasked,  in  his   behalf  that  I  esteem  him  a 
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faithful,  active,  and  able  minister,  who,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, has  done  m  various  ways  great  and  important 
services  to  his  country,  whose  mterests  I  wish  may 
always,  by  every  one  in  her  employ,  be  as  much  and 
as  effectually  promoted.  With  my  dutiful  respects  to 
the  Congress,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   ARTHUR   LEE. 

On  the  Settlement  of  the  Commissioners^  Jiccounts. 

Pusy,  1  April,  1778. 

Sir, 

There  is  a  style  m  some  of  yoiur  letters,  I  obsenre 
it  particularly  in  the  last,  whereby  superior  merit  is 
assumed  to  yourself  m  point  of  care  and  attention  to 
business,  and  blame  is  insinuated  on  your  colleagues 
without  makmg  yourself  accountable,  by  a  direct  charge 
of  negligence  or  unfaithfulness,  which  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  as  artful  as  it  is  unkmd.  In  the  (H-esent 
case  I  think  the  msinuation  groundless. 

I  do  not  know  that  either  Mr.  Deane  or  mysdf  ever 
showed  any  unwillingness  to  settle  the  public  accounts. 
The  banker^s  book  always  contained  the  whole.  You 
could  at  any  time  as  easily  have  obtamed  the  account 
from  them  as  either  of  us,  and  you  had  abundantly 
more  leisure.  If,  on  examining  it,  you  had  wanted 
explanation  of  any  article,  you  might  have  called  for 
it  and  had  it  You  never  did  either.  As  soon  as  I 
obtained  the  account,  I  put  it  into  your  hands,  and 
desired  you  to  look  mto  it,  and  I  have  heard  no  more 
of  it  since  till  now,  just  as  Mr.  Deane  was  on  the  point 
of  departing.  Mr.  Deane,  however,  lefk  with  me  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  your  letter  both  the  public  pepen^ 
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Md  explicatioiis  of  the  several  articles  io  the  aooount 
that  came  within  his  knowledge.  With  these  mate- 
rials, I  suppose  we  can  settle  the  account  whenever 
you  please.  You  have  only  to  name  the  day  and  plaoe^ 
tad  I  will  attend  to  the  business  with  you.  1  have  the 
hcmor  to  be»  with  great  esteenit  Sir,  &c. 


TO    ARTHUR   LXE. 

Retpeeting  Mr.  Lee'$  extraordmary    Omdmet  tn  /2i- 

gvd  to   the  per$anal  Jntercour$e  of  the    Cowmii- 

siMi^rf. 

PMtf,  4  April,  nm 
Sir, 

Mr.  Deane  communicated   to  me  his  mtention  of 

setting  out  for  America  immediately,  as  a  secret,  which 

he  desired  I  would  mention  to  nobody.    I  compBed 

with  his  request     If  he  did  not  think  fit  to  commu- 

lucate  it  to  you  abo,  it  b  bom  him  you  should  donaiid 

his  reasons.* 


*  The  eoou^nu  of  the  Irttrr,  to  whkh  Una  is  an 
niHwble,  tiul  thry  %n  m  pointedly  aUimM  to  w  tJie  aofwr  kmH,  tlHt, 
ia  j«0tiM  to  both  partMN^  it  w«tM  propi^r  that  thry  ibooM  accoMpny 
mth  other.    The  foUowmf  m  Mr.  Loo**  letter. 

•dMUIot,  9  April,  177S. 

oft  wm«  with  the  utmoat  •tirpriM>,  thfti  I  Wttrved  fMlerdaf  that  M. 
OktMrd  w%t  tn  aet  out  in  the  e^imiof  ^  Aiaenea,  ni  a  pohUc  dMiae- 
lOT,  •nd  ti»«t  Mr.  I>r%iir  vm  to  mcetmtpmny  hin,  witboat  oithtr  ftm  or 
kt  hftftnff  con&cwcrndt*d  to  tniwer  ny  letter  €i€  the  precedMif  day. 

**  Tual  t  oieMurr  of  such  mnmeiit,  aa  M.  Gerard*!  ini— na,  eho^ld 
kftn*  h**rn  taken  without  any  commuoieatiott  arith  tha  Cnnwaiiiinnnfa  m 
hardly  rnrdibir.  That,  if  it  wm  cotmrntwrafd,  yoo  aho«ld  do  aoeh  rio- 
Imre  \o  thr  authonty  that  conattuitod  iia»  toffether  with  ao  fraat  aa 
iBjury  and  injuiOre  t4>  iw*,  ta  equally  aatoniriiiay.  If  aacceai  to  tha 
mmmftm^  and  uaaaiaMty  an  tha  aohjact  m  Ca«S'>-i  ^"^^  fo**  ^^  ^^ 
TOL.  TIIL  83  T* 
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This  court  has  an  undoubted  right  to  send  as  min- 
isters whom  it  pleases,  and  where  it  pleases,  without 
advising  with  us,  or  desiring  our  approbation.  The 
measure  of  sending  M.  Gerard  as  a  minister  to  Ccm- 
gress  was  resolved  on  vnthout  consulting  me;  but  I 
diink  it  a  vnse  one,  and,  if  I  did  not,  I  do  not  a»i- 
ceive  that  I  have  any  right  to  find  fault  with  it  France 
was  not  consulted  when  we  were  sent  here.  Your 
angry  charge,  therefore,  of  our  "  making  a  party  busi- 
ness of  it,"  is  groundless;  we  had  no  hand  in  the 
busmess.  And,  as  we  neither  "acted  nor  advised •* 
in  it,  which  you  suppose,  your  other  high-soundiog 
charge  of  our  doing,  thereby,  violence  to  the  authori^ 
that  constituted  us,  and  a  great  mjury  and  injustice  to 
you,  is  equally  without  foundation.  As  to  the  con- 
cealing it  from  you,  reasons  were  given  by  Mr,  Deane, 

what  propriety  could  you  make  it  a  party  buaineas,  and  not  units  all 
the  Commisaioners  in  the  advising  and  approving  a  measure,  in  which 
you  desired  their  friends  and  constituents  might  be  unanioKNia? 

**  I  do  not  live  ten  minutes'  distance  from  you.  The  commnnicatiQii, 
therefore,  could  not  be  attended  with  delay  or  difficulty.  Within  theie 
few  days,  I  have  seen  you  frequently,  as  usuaL  Particularly,  on  Holi- 
day I  was  with  you  at  your  house  for  some  time.  I  asked  you  about 
the  sailing  of  the  ships  at  Nantes,  expressing  my  desire  to  know  wheo 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  writing.  You  said  you  did  dot  know 
when  they  sailed.  I  asked  if  there  were  no  letters,  none  but  one  fiom 
M.  Dumas  having  been  shown  to  me  for  some  time.  You  answerad, 
No.  I  had,  at  a  former  meeting,  asked  you  whether  it  waa  not  proper 
for  us  to  send  an  express  to  give  intelligence  of  such  consequential 
events  as  our  being  acknowledged  here,  and  the  treaty  avowed.  You 
told  me,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  write  by  the  ship  firom  Nantes,  (for 
it  was  afterwards  you  mentioned  there  were  two,)  as  the  news  being 
public  would  find  its  way  fast  enough. 

''Upon  M.  Aroiel,  who  came  from  your  house  to  mine,  mentionin|f, 
on  Tuesday,  that  Mr.  Deane  was  to  go  away  in  a  few  days,  I  wrote 
to  you  and  him  to  repeat  what  I  have  so  often  requested,  that  the 
public  accounts  might  be  settled,  for  which  Mr.  Deane  had  taken  pos- 
session of  all  the  vouchers,  and  that  the  public  papers  might  be  de- 
livered to  us  before  his  departure.  You  made  no  answer.  I  sent  my 
secretaiy  again  yesterday  to  desire  an  answer.    You  sent  me  a  Yeibal 


Mf.7%]  CORRE8PON0£NCS«  9B$ 

tfaa  appeared  to  me  satis&ctory,  and  founded  entirely 
oo  views  of  public  good.  I  promise  to  communicate 
Uiem  to  you  hereafter,  if  you  desire  it,  that  you  may 
have  an  oj^xirtunity  of  refuting  them,  if  you  can.  At 
present,  it  b  not  proper. 

Your  third  paragraph,  therefore,  containmg  a  par 
ticufau*  account  of  what  passed  between  you  and  me 
al  my  house  on  Monday,  seems  not  lo  require  any 
answer.  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion,  that,  after 
having  sent  the  treaties  themselves  by  different  good^ 
conveyances,  in  which  treaties  our  public  character  was 
acknowledged  m  the  most  authentic  manner,  and  the 
avowal  of  the  transaction  by  the  French  ambassador 

mm^  that  jroa  voold  tetUo  tba  Acconnu  wiUi  mo  aajr  dajr  ftHw  l»> 
aofffov.  Your  rMaoii  for  not  doing  it  bofore  w«%  that  it  wm  boC  pom 
Imwiiim.  Now  it  •eenied  your  bumneaf  only,  and  Mr.  Daaae  liad  bo 
eoacem  with  it.  The  delivery  of  the  poblie  papora,  which  aro  the  prof- 
mtf  of  alt,  not  of  any  one  of  the  CocnmWooeri,  thoofh  yoa  and  Mr. 
Doooo  have  cooataady  taken  them  to  yooraelvoa,  waa  too  tmmatsfkl 
li  aaawer. 

*  Daring  all  thia  time,  and  with  theae  circumataoeea,  yoa  have  beta 
totally  ailent  to  tw*  about  the  preomt  opportantty  of  writing  to  Co»- 
gtmrn^  about  the  io>partant  public  meaaure  in  afitatioo,  and  aboot  Mr. 
Doao^'a  departure.  Nay,  more,  what  you  have  aaid,  and  the  maoBOr 
in  which  ymj  artt^d,  u*ndrd  to  mulead  me  from  imagining  that  jroB 
kBew  of  any  nurh  xhing[.  Had  yoa  atudted  to  deceive  tho  moot  H^ 
traatrd  and  danjrrrmi  enemy  of  the  public,  you  could  not  havo  doao 
a  OMre  eflV*<>tualIr. 

*  I  truft,  Hir.  that  you  will  think  with  me,  that  I  havo  a  right  to 
kBow  ycMir  rea^ona  for  treating  me  thua.  If  yoa  havo  any  thing  to 
occaa«*  mt*  of,  tvnw  it,  and  I  will  anawer  you.  If  you  have  not,  why 
do  y*«i  art  ••»  tn<*on«t4itrntly  with  your  duty  to  the  public,  and  injoriooo- 
ty  to  in«*  '  Ifl  iUe  prr«»>nt  utatt*  of  Kurope  of  ao  little  moment  to  oar  eo*- 
atitwnta,  aa  n<H  to  p'qiiirr  our  j<Mnt  coiMidrration,  and  tnfurmatioB  to 
thi»m  ^  Iff  Oi«*  charact' r  of  the  court  ht^rr,  and  of  the  peraoo  aont  to 
neg«4itt«*  with  <M)r  conNtituentu,  of  no  conMH{ueiice  dir  them  to  be  af- 
pnard  of?  U  titii  th«*  rtAm|>lf,  you  in  your  aup<*n()r  wiodom  thiBk 
priip>^r  tn  art,  of  ord^r,  dt^conim,  con Ad<«nre,  and  jiiatiee  ? 

**!  trti«t  to«>.  Sir,  that  y<Ki  will  not  treat  thia  lettrr,  aa  you  have  doBO 
many  otb«*r«,  «tth  thr  indignity  of  n<it  annwering  it.  Though  1  havo 
boon   aileot,   I  have  not  felt  the  loaa  tho  many  aAonta  of  thia  Uad^ 
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to  the  King  of  England,  which  was  in  aU  the  papere 
of  Europe,  the  sending  a  vessel  express  to  carry  the 
Dews  of  paying  our  respects  to  court,  which  was  like- 
wise in  Ae  papers,  was  an  expensive  and  altogether 
unnecessary  operation. 

I  received*  your  letter  directed  to  Mr.  Deane  and 
myself  relating  to  the  accounts.  I  had  no  <^)poitaiu^ 
of  showing  it  to  him  tiU  the  evenbg  of  his  departure, 
and  then  he  was  in  too  much  of  a  huny  to  peruse  it 
I  could  not,  therefore,  sooner  answer  it  But  I  then 
wrote  an  answer,  acquainting  you  that  he  had  pot 
into  my  hands  the  public  papers,  with  aU  the  infonnar 
tion  he  could  give  relating  to  the  accounts.    It  was 

which  you  have  thought  proper  to  offer  me.  I  hsre  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect,  *AmTiiu»  liBBi* 

When  Mr.  Lee  wrote  this  letter  he  was  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  the 
complaint  contained  in  the  first  part  of  it  Count  de  Yergemies  had 
been  informed,  that  intelligence  had  been  communicated  to  Ringiawt 
through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Lee's  secretary,  which  created  an  nn&vor- 
able  suspicion.  The  facts  are  these.  Mr.  Lee  sent  his  eecietaiy  to 
England,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  prepanttoai^ 
that  were  making  to  fit  out  a  fleet  at  Portsmouth.  This  secretaiy  be- 
trayed his  trust,  and  revealed  certain  particulars  in  London  for  ato^- 
jobbing  purposes.  Mr.  Lee  dismissed  him,  as  soon  as  his  nn&ithftd- 
ness  was  discovered.  It  was  important,  that  the  intention  oi  aendiqg 
M.  Gerard  as  minister  to  the  United  States,  and  a  fleet  to  Amerieiy 
under  Count  d'E^taing,  should  remain  a  secret  as  long  as  po«ible|  that 
the  British  government  might  not  take  measures  to  counteract  the  ob- 
jects for  which  they  were  designed.  Count  de  Vergennes  was  appie- 
hensive,  that,  if  the  intelligence  were  made  known  to  Mr.  Lee,  it  would 
get  to  the  ears  of  the  British  ministry  through  the  above  suspected 
channel.  He  enjoined  it,  therefore,  on  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  DeenOi 
not  to  mention  the  subject  to  their  colleague.  This  ii^unction  they 
were  of  course  bound  to  observe.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  dr- 
cumstances,  however,  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  just 
grounds  of  suspicion  against  Mr.  Lee,  so  far  at  least  as  his  intentiooi 
were  concerned.  He  was  ardently  devoted  to  the  cause  of  bis  coun- 
try, and  friendly  to  the  alliance  between  France  and  the  United  Statsa. 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  his  moderation,  judgment,  and  prudence,  i 
not  equal  to  his  zeal  and  patriotism. 
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iBte&ded  to  be  traoflcribed  (airiyt  and  sent  to  you  id 
the  mormog.  Your  secretary  called  fur  an  answer  be- 
five  I  had  time  to  copy  iL  I  bad  a  good  deal  of 
company;  and,  thinking  a  verbal  message  might  per* 
haps  do  as  well  and  save  the  trouble,  I  desired  hin^ 
with  my  compliments,  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  was  ready 
to  settle  the  account  with  you  at  any  time  you  should 
think  fit  to  appoint,  except  to-morrow,  when  I  should 
be  otherwise  engaged.  As  this  verbal  message  offend* 
ed  you,  though  I  cannot  conceive  why,  I  now  send 
you  the  letter.  In  it,  I  complain  of  your  artful,  and^ 
1  think  I  may  call  them,  unjust  insinuations.  You  give 
■le  fresh  instances  in  the  letter  I  am  answering.  Yon 
magnify  your  zeal  to  have  the  public  accounts  settled, 
ami  insinuate  that  Mr.  Deane  and, I  prevented  it,  he 
by  **  taking  possession  of  all  the  touchers,**  and  both 
of  us  by  taking  constandy  the  pubUc  papers  to  our* 
telves,  which  are  the  property  of  all  the  Conunissk>nen. 
When  this  comes  to  be  read  in  the  Committee,  fior 
whom  it  seems  to  be  cakulated,  rather  than  for  nie» 
who  know  the  circumstances,  what  can  they  under- 
ftand  by  it,  but  that  you  are  the  only  careful,  hooeat 
man  of  the  three,  and  that  we  have  some  knavish  rem* 
•oos  for  keeping  the  accounts  in  the  dark,  and  you 
from  seeing  the  vouchers  1  But  Uie  truUi  isi  the  pik 
pers  naturally  came  into  Mr.  Deanc*s  hands  and  mine ; 
first,  as  he  was  engaged  in  the  purchasing  of  goods 
for  the  Congress  before  cither  you  or  I  came  mto 
France ;  next,  as  somebody  must  keep  the  papers,  and 
you  were  either  cm  kmg  j(Himeys  to  S|)ain,  to  Vienna 
and  Bi*rlin,  or  had  a  commission  to  go  and  reside  m 
Spain,  whit  h  it  was  expected  would  soon  be  execut* 
ed ;  whereas  Mr.  Deane  and  I  lived,  almost  constant- 
ly, in  the  same  house,  either  at  Pan^  or  Passy ;  yoo, 
separate   from  us;  and  we  did  most  of  the  businem. 
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Where  tben  could  the  papers  be  so  properiy  placed 
as  with  us,  who  had  daily  occasion  to  mal^e  use  of 
them?  I  never  knew,  that  you  desired  to  have  the 
keeping  of  them.  You  never  were  refused  a  paper^ 
or  the  copy  of  a  paper,  that  you  desired.* 

As  to  my  not  acquaintmg  you  with  the  opportunity 
c(  writing  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Deane,  we  had  lat^ 
wrote,  and  sent,  by  probably  safe  convejranoes,  all  I 
knew  of  importance  to  vnite.  I,  therefore,  did  not 
propose,  nor  do  I  vmte  any  letter  to  the  Committee 


*  Bfr.  Lee's  complaints  about  the  official  papers,  which  acca 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners,  did  not  cease  with  the  departure 
of  Mr.  Deane.  They  continued  long  after  Mr.  Adams  took  the  place 
of  that  Conmiissioner.  For  some  time  Mr.  Adams  lived  in  the  fue 
house  with  Dr.  Frankl^ji  at  Passy.  To  one  of  Mr.  Lee^  letters  OB 
this  subject,  Mr.  Adams  ^plied  as  follows. 

**!  have  not  asked  Dr.  Franklin's  opinion  concerning  yoar  propoed 
of  a  room  in  your  house  for  the  papers,  and  an  hoar  to  meet  then^ 
because  I  know  it  would  be  in  vain ;  for  I  think  it  most  appear  to  Urn 
■lore  unequal  stiU.  It  cannot  be  expected,  that  two  should  go  to  ons^ 
when  it  is  as  easy  again  for  one  to  go  to  two;  not  to  mention  Dr. 
Franklin's  age,  his  rank  in  the  country,  or  his  character  in  the  worid; 
nor  that  nine  tenths  of  the  public  letters  are  constantly  btooght  to  tWi 
iMNise,  and  will  ever  be  carried  where  Dr.  Franklin  is.  I  will  fen* 
tore  to  make  a  proposition  in  my  turn,  in  which  I  am  veij  eineere; 
it  is  that  you  would  join  families  with  us.  There  is  room  eooogh  la 
this  house  to  accommodate  us  alL  You  shall  take  the  apartments  which 
bdong  to  me  at  present,  and  I  will  content  myself  with  the  libraiy 
room  and  the  next  to  it  Appoint  a  room  for  business,  any  that  yon 
please,  mine  or  another,  a  person  to  keep  the  papers,  and  eerCain 
hours  to  do  business.  This  arrangement  will  save  a  large  turn  of 
money  to  the  public,  and,  as  it  would  give  us  a  thousand  opportunitiea 
of  conversing  together,  which  now  we  have  not,  and,  by  having  hot 
one  place  for  our  countrymen  and  others  to  go  to,  who  have  occasioa 
to  visit  us,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  public  businees*  It  would  le- 
movo  the  reproach  we  lie  under,  of  which  I  confess  myself  very  much 
ashamed,  of  not  being  able  to  agree  together,  and  would  make  the 
commission  more  respectable,  if  not  in  itself,  yet  in  the  estiomtioa  of 
the  English,  the  French,  and  the  American  nations ;  and,  I  am  one, 
if  we  judge  by  the  letters  we  receive,  it  wants  to  be  made  more  le- 
spectable,  at  least  in  the  eyes  of  many  persons  of  this  country." — Pm- 
^,  October  lOihj  177& 
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by  him,  especially  as  in  my  opinion^  oonsidering  the 
loute  he  was  to  take,  he  would  not  arrive  so  soon 
as  other  vesseK  which  may  sail  long  after  him.  And 
lie  ctmki  himself  give  as  good  an  account  of  our  being 
U  court,  the  only  public  Uimsaction  since  our  last  let* 
tersi  as  we  could  write. 

You  ask  me,  why  I  act  so  mconsistently  with  my 
duty  to  the  public  ?  This  is  a  heavy  charge,  Sr,  which 
1  kive  not  deserved.  But  it  b  to  the  pubSc,  that  I 
am  accountable,  and  not  to  you.  I  have  been  a  ser* 
vant  to  many  publics,  through  a  Umg  life ;  have  serv* 
ad  them  with  fidelity,  and  have  been  honored  by  their 
approbation.  There  is  not  a  single  instance  of  my  ever 
being  accused  before  of  acdng  contrary  to  their  in- 
iHPest  or  my  duty.  I  shall  account  to  the  Congress^ 
when  called  upon,  for  this  my  torible  offence  of  being 
sient  to  you  about  Mr.  Deane's  and  M.  G^rard*s  de* 
partore.  And  I  have  no  doubt  of  their  equity  m  ac- 
qnttting  me. 

It  is  true,  that  I  have  omitted  answering  some  of 
your  letters,  particulariy  your  angr>'  ones,  in  which  you, 
with  %'ery  magisterial  airs,  schooled  and  documented 
me,  as  if  I  had  l>een  one  of  your  domestiCs.  I  saw 
in  the  strongest  light  the  importance  of  our  living  in 
decent  civility  towards  each  other,  while  our  great  Hkf- 
(uTB  were  depending  here.  I  saw  your  je«ik)us,  sut* 
picious,  malignant,  and  quarruLsome  temper,  which  was 
daily  manifoting  itself  against  Mr.  Ucane  and  almost 
every  other  person  you  had  any  concern  with.  I,  there* 
Core,  passed  your  affronts  in  salience,  did  not  answert 
but  burnt  your  angr>'  letteni,  and  received  you,  when 
I  next  saw  you,  with  the  same  civility,  as  if  you  had 
never  HTt)te  them.  Perhaps  I  may  still  pursue  the 
same  conduct,  and  not  S4*nd  you  these.  I  bt*lic?ve  I 
shall  not,  unless  exceedingly  pressed  by  you;  for,  of 
ill  things,  I  hate  altercation. 
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One  word  more  about  the  accounts.  You  tell  me, 
that  my  reason  for  not  settling  the  accounts  bef(»^ 
was,  that  it  was  not  my  busmess ;  now,  it  seemed  my 
business  only,  and  Mr.  Deane  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  Both  these  positions  are  imaginary.  I  could  never 
have  given  any  such  reasons,  bemg  always  willing  to 
setde  accounts  with  everybody,  and  not  having  the 
least  motive  to  delay  or  postpone  the  setdement  cS 
these.  Nor  could  it  seem,  that  I  should  say  Mr.  Deane 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it  He  had  done  what  he 
could  towards  it,  and,  being  actually  gone,  could  do 
no  more.  The  mfinity  of  business  we  have  had  is 
the  true  and  only  reason,  that  I  know  o^  why  they 
have  not  been  setded,  that  is,  why  we  did  not  meet; 
sit  down,  and  compare  the  vouchers  with  the  artides 
m  the  banker's  account,  m  order  to  see  that  his  chaiges 
were  supported,  and  that  he  had  given  us  due  credit 
for  the  moneys  we  had  put  into  his  hands.  This; 
I  apprehend,  is  all  we  have  to  do  here.  It  b  to  the 
Congress  we  are  separately  to  account  (or  the  separ- 
ate drafts  we  have  made  on  him.  This,  Mr.  Drane 
can  do,  when  he  arrives,  having  taken  a  copy  of  the 
account  With  him. 

If  you  think  we  should  account  to  one  another  for 
ouf  expenses,  I  have  no  objection,  though  I  never  ex- 
pected it  I  believe  they  will  be  found  veiy  moderate; 
I  answer  mine  will,  having  had  only  the  necessaries 
of  life,  and  purchased  nothing  besides,  except  the  jESn- 
cychptBdia^  nor  sent  a  sixpence'  worth  of  any  thing 
to  my  friends  or  family  in  America.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

B,  FiiAirKLiir. 
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TO  Amrmni  lbk. 

Pumf.  6  Aprilv  ITTIL 

Sim, 

Ifr.  Wflfiams  had  orders  from  Mr.  Detne  and  my- 
adf  to  purchase  and  make  up  a  lai]ge  quantity  of  doth- 
mg,  and  ship  the  same  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of 
Congress.  I  imagme  you  were  not  in  Franoe,  when 
tins  measure  was  taken,  and  so  codd  not  be  con* 
soiled.  But  you  certainly  have  been  acquainted  wkk 
k  since  your  return.  I  never  heard,  that  you  nmde 
any  objectkm  to  it,  and  you  may  at  any  time  have 
Mer  bformation  if  desired.  I  thfaik  the  orders  of 
aay  two  of  us,  in  these  cases,  are  sulBdent,  and 
fiat,  if  we  have  given  directions  to  an  agent  of 
to  draw  on  our  banker  m  disdiarge  of  contracts 
properly  for  the  public  service,  hb  drafts  ought  to  be 
honored.  The  reason  of  permitting  him  to  draw  on 
oar  banker,  bstead  of  oursdves,  was,  as  I  understand 
k,  convenient  at  that  time,  to  mask  more  eiectualy 
oar  buBding  and  equipping  vessels  of  farce.  U^  in  a 
smgle  bstancc,  he  is  known  or  suspected  to  have  abus- 
ed this  confidence  placed  in  him»  1  am  ready  to  join 
vrith  you  in  puttmg  a  stop  to  hb  proceedings  by  or- 
dering his  bills  to  be  protested.  If  not,  I  think  the 
jfnbhc  sen-ice  requires,  that  he  should  complete  his 
orders,  which,  as  far  as  I  have  ever  heard,  he  has 
hitherto  executed  with  great  care,  fidelity,  and  abSty- 

As  to  the  want  of  funds  with  Mr.  Grand,  I  suppose^ 
that,  before  the  biDs  drawn  on  hhn  become  due»  which 
are  charged  in  his  aocoimt,  and  bring  the  balance 
against  us,  he  wiD  be  fuly  supplied  with  what  are 
necessary. 

I  send  you  herewith  sundry  letters  rebting  to 

VOL.  VIIL  34  w 
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aiSairs,  for  your  perusal  and  advice  upon  them.    I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  ^lc. 

B.  Frakkuic. 


TO   EDWARD   BANCROIT.* 


PaMj,  16  Apnl,  177& 

Dear  Sir, 
I  wish  you  would  assure  our  friend,  that  Dr.  Frank* 
Un  never  gave  any  such  expectatbns  to  Mr.  Pulteoey. 
On  the  contrary,  he  told  him,  that  the  CommisMonftm 
could  not  succeed  in  their  mission,  whether  they  went 
to  recover  the  dependence  or  to  divide.  His  ofunion 
is  confirmed  by  die  enclosed  resolves,  which  perhaps 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  publish  in  England.  Fle99e 
to  send  me  the  newspaper.    Yours  affectionatdy, 

B.  Frakkldt. 


*  Edward  Bancroft  was  an  American  by  birth,  but  aetded  m  fk  pl\y 
iician  in  London,  where  he  had  formerly  known  Dr.  Franklin.  In  the 
inatmctiona  given  by  the  OmmUUe  of  SeerH  Comtpomdmee  to  Silaa 
Deane,  when  he  went  to  France  as  an  agent  from  Congimi^  they  My 
to  him ;  *^  You  will  endeavour  to  procure  a  meeting  with  Dr.  Baaeraft 
by  writing  a  letter  to  bim,  under  cover  to  Bfr.  Griffiths,  at  Tarnham 
Green,  near  London,  and  desiring  him  to  come  over  to  yoUy  in  France 
or  Holland,  on  the  score  of  old  acquaintance.  From  him  yoa  may  eh- 
tain  a  good  deal  of  information  of  what  is  now  going  forward  in  Eng- 
land, and  settle  a  mode  of  continuing  a  correspondence.  It  may  ke 
well  to  remit  him  a  small  bill  to  defray  his  expenses  in  coming  to 
you,  and  avoid  all  political  matters  in  your  letter  to  him."  Acoordim^ 
ly  Dr.  Bancroft  went  to  Paris,  soon  after  Deane  arrived  there,  and  re- 
mained several  months.  He  then  returned  to  London,  and,  being  8t> 
tached  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  he  rendered  eomo  vnlnaUe 
eervices  to  the  American  agents  and  ministers  in  Europe.  He  wfif 
already  favorably  known  by  his  scientific  attainments,  being  a  Felknr 
of  the  Royal  Society,  and  author  of  a  work  of  consideiaUb  fwpatn^mh 
titled  « An  Essay  on  the  Natural  Hktoiy  of  Goianai'' 
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FBOM   PATID   HAirrLET  TO  B.  TRAMKLm. 

Park.  93  ApfO,  ITm 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  will  take  care  of  all  your  commisskms.  This  mo- 
ment a  second  packet  of  mfinite  value  is  recdved, 
which  I  shall  cherish  as  a  mark  of  aflection  from  you. 
I  opened  the  letter  by  mistake,  which  came  with  it, 
and  soon  saw  it  was  not  for  me.  I  hope  yoo  wiB 
excuse  it  I  choose  rather  to  throw  myself  upon  your 
goodness  for  the  excuse,  than  any  thing  else.  I  sIttB 
ttol  Kt  out  till  between  one  and  two;  therefore,  if 
jou  w31  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  another  copy,  I 
wfl  take  rare  of  it,  and  delirer  it  safely. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  friend.  No  exertion  or  ea» 
deafour  on  my  part  shaD*  be  wanting,  that  we  mqr 
some  time  or  other  meet  again  in  peace.  Tour  pow* 
era  are  infinitely  more  influential  than  mme.  To  tboaa 
pofwere  I  trust  my  last  hopes.  I  wBI  conchide»  *BIqw* 
ad  are  the  peace-makers.**     Your  affectionate  frieiidt 

D.  Havtut** 


P.  S.    If  tempestuous  times  shoukl  come,  take 
of  your  own  safety;  events  are  uncertain,  and  men 
may  be  capricious. 

DR.    FRAHKLIlf*!   AXSWER. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  caution,  but  having 
ly  finished  a  long  life,  I  set  but  little  value  on 
remains  of  iL     Like  a  draper,  when  one  chaflers  with 
Un  (ir  a  remnant,  I  am  ready  to  say,  *^Ab  it  is  oo^ 


*  Mr.  Ilftftlry  wm  in  Parte,  on  a  MCfrt  nriflrioii   hem  Ui» 
mtutfiry,  vitb  |>ropii«itioii«  for  a  pMM,  which  Dr.  Kr«Bklki  4U  Ml  S^ 
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the  fag  end,  I  will  not  diiSer  with  you  about  it;  take 
it  for  what  you  please."  Perhaps  the  best  use  such 
an  old  fellow  can  be  put  to,  is  to  make  a  martyr  of 
him.  B.  FRAiTKLDr.* 


TO   COUNT   D£   VEROEiriffiS. 

Qiving  an  Account  of  his  Conoersatiom  with  Mr, 
Hartley  and  Mr.  Chapman  respecting  Prapoiiiians 
far  Peace. 

PiMj,  94  April,  1778L 

Sir, 
Mr.  Hartley,  a  member  of  Parliament,  an  old  ao 
quaintance  of  mine,  arrived  here  from  London  on  Sun- 
day last  He  is  generally  in  the  opposition,  espedaUy 
on  American  questions,  but  has  some  respect  for  Lord 
North.  In  conversation,  he  expressed  the  strongest 
anxiety  for  peace  with  America,  and  appeared  extreme- 
ly desirous  to  know  my  sendments  of  the  tenns,  which 
might  probably  be  acceptable  if  offered ;  whether  Amer- 
ica would  not,  to  obtam  peace,  grant  scHne  supoior 
advantages  in  trade  to  Britain,  and  enter  mto  an  al- 

*  After  Mr.  Hartley  returned  to  London,  a  fnend  of  Dr.  pFuddin 
received  an  anonjrnious  letter  in  cipher,  dated  May  15th,  containing  a 
caution  to  him  to  he  on  his  gruard  from  another  quarter.  The  writer  aaid ; 
*'Mr.  Hartley  told  Lord  Camden  this  morning,  that  he  was  rare  the 
Commissioners,  and  particularly  Dr.  Franklin,  were  much  diaconceited 
at  Paris;  for  they  might  as  well  live  in  the  Bastile,  as  he  ejqNMed, 
as  they  were,  to  the  perpetual  ohsenration  of  French  miniateriil  apiaii 
This  must  not,  however,  he  repeated.** 

In  reply,  Dr.  Franklin  said;  <*Be  so  good  as  to  answer  our  fiiendli 
that  it  is  impossible  Mr.  Hartley  could  have  said  what  is  here  re|ir»- 
•ented,  no  such  thing  having  ever  been  intimated  to  him;  nor  haa  tilt 
least  idea  of  the  kind  ever  been  in  the  minds  of  the  Commissiona% 
particularly  Dr.  Franklin,  who  does  not  care  how  many  spies  are  |dac6d 
about  him  by  the  court  of  France,  having  nothing  to  conceal  fron 
them.** 


Mr.  nji  COEEB8PONDBNCB. 


oflbisife  and  defewnte ;  whether,  if  wir  AoM 
he  decbred  against  France,  we  had  obliged  ouradvea 
bj  treaty  to  join  with  her  against  England. 

My  answers  have  been,  that  the  United  States  wera 
not  fond  of  war,  and  with  the  advioe  of  their  friends 
would  probably  be  easily  prevailed  with  to  make  peaet 
CD  equitable  terms;  but  we  had  no  terms  committed 
to  us  to  propose,  and  I  did  not  choose  to  mentmi 
any;  that  Britain,  havmg  injured  us  heavfly  by  mak* 
hig  this  unjust  war  upon  us,  might  think  hemif  wel 
oC  if  M  reparation  of  thooe  injwie$  we  admitted  her  to 
Sfwl  advantages  widi  other  nations  in  commeroe;  but 
eertamly  she  had  no  reason  to  expect  mi^mor;  Chit 
her  known  fondness  for  war,  and  the  many 
dT  ber  readmess  to  engage  in  wars  on  frivokms 
casinni,  were  probably  sufficient  to  cause  an 
w)ection  of  every  proposition  for  an  offenaim  alnnoe 
uMi  her;  and  that,  if  riie  made  war  against  France 
ek  our  account,  a  peace  with  us,  at  the  same  tiaM; 
was  impossible;  for  that,  having  met  with  friendship 
frtmi  that  generous  natkm,  when  we  were  oruely  op* 
pressed  by  England^  we  were  undv  ties  stronger  dian 
treaties  could  form,  to  make  common  cause;  whkh 
we  should  certainly  do  to  the  utmost  of  our  power. 

Here  has  alsio  been  with  me  a  Mr.  Chapman,  who 
says  he  Ls  a  member  of  the  Pariiament  of  Ireland,  on 
Mi  vray  home  from  Nice,  where  he  had  been  far  the 
recovery  of  his  health.  He  pretended  to  call  on  SM 
only  from  motives  of  respect  for  my  character,  kjt. 
But,  after  a  few  compliments,  he  entered  on  a  similar 
discourse,  ui^ing  much  to  know  what  tenns  wo«kl 
satisfy  America,  and  whether,  on  having  poate  ani  jn* 
depaidence  granted  to  us,  we  flbouU  not  be  willing  to 
submit  to  the  Navigation  Act,  or  give  equivakmt  privi* 
leges  m  Uade  to  Britain.    The  purport  of  my  answer 
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to  him  was,  in  short,  that  peace  was  of  equal  value 
to  England  as  to  us,  and  independence  we  were  al- 
ready in  possession  of;  that,  therefore,  England's  offer 
to  grant  them  to  us  could  not  be  considered  as  pro- 
posmg  any  favor,  or  as  giving  her  a  right  to  expect 
peculiar  advantages  in  commerce.  By  his  impcxtunity, 
I  found  his  visit  was  not  so  occasional  as  he  refxe- 
sented  it;  and,  from  some  expressions,  I  conjectured 
he  might  be  sent  by  Lord  Shelbume  to  sound  me, 
and  collect  some  information.  On  the  whole,  I  gather 
from  these  conversations,  that  the  opposition,  as  wdl 
as  the  ministry,  are  perplexed  with  the  {xesent  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  and  know  not  which  way  to  turn  them- 
selves, or  whether  it  is  best  to  go  backward  or  for- 
ward, or  what  steps  to  take  to  extricate  that  nation 
fit)m  its  present  dangerous  situation. 

I  thought  it  right  to  give  your  Excellency  an  ac- 
count of  these  mterviews,  and  to  acquaint  you  with 
my  intention  of  avoiding  such  hereafter;  as  I  see  but 
little  prospect  of  utility  m  them,  and  think  they  are 
very  liable  to  hurtful  misrepresentatk)ns. 

By  advices  from  London  we  learn,  that  a  fleet  fir 
Quebec,  with  goods  valued  at  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds  steriing,  is  to  sail  about  the  end  of  this  month, 
under  convoy  only  of  a  single  fiigate  of  thirty  guns^ 
in  which  is  to  go  Grovemor  Haldimand. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  paper  I  have  just  recdved  from 
London.  It  is  not  subscribed  by  any  name,  but  I 
know  the  hand.  It  is  from  an  old  friend,  of  general 
and  great  acquaintance,  and  marks  strongly  the  {res- 
ent distress  and  despair  of  considerate  people  in  Eng- 
land. I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, your  Excellency's,  &lc 

B.  Frankuit. 
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FBOM   OOUHT  DS   TSmeJUIVKS  TO   W.   FEAHKUlf* 

Po&y  of  tke  BrUiih  MmiMtry  to  excite  Dmwjom  and 

IXflnitl. 

Tnuiabtioii. 

ynrnSBm^Iti  Apiil,  1998. 

Sow 

1  kftve  made  known  to  the  King  the  «ibiit«iice  of 
te  letter,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
flie  yesterday;  and  I  am  directed  by  his  Ifijefty  to 
eauneit  to  you  the  gatigfiiction  he  has  experienced 
kaoL  the  informationt  which  you  have  communicated 
on  your  conferences  with  Mr  Hartley.  The  grand 
principle  of  the  English  policy  has  always  been  to  ex- 
cite diriaions;  and  it  is  by  such  means  she  ezpedi 
to  sustain  her  empire;  but  it  is  not  upon  you,  nor 
i|xm  your  colleagues,  that  she  can  practise  sudi  aits 
irith  success. 

1  entertain  the  same  sentiments  of  confidence  b  the 
United  States.  As  to  the  rest,  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  with  more  dignity,  frankness,  and  firmness  than 
you  haTe  done  to  Mr.  Hartley ;  he  has  no  reason  to  be 
fery  well  satisfied  with  hb  mission.  I  doubt  whether 
tfab  member  of  Parliament  has  any  mission  for  us ;  but 
he  desires  to  see  me,  and  I  expect  him  m  the  course 
of  the  morning.  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if 
his  purpose  be  to  sow  distrust  between  us,  by  pro- 
posing a  double  negotiation.  That  I  can  obriate ;  but 
whatever  passes  between  us,  however  trifling  it  may 
be,  you  shall  be  made  acquainted  with.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect  consideration.  Sir, 
lie  Dx  VxBaxvirxa. 
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TO    ARTHUR  LEE. 

Mode  of  drafting  Money  Jrom  the  Homds  of  the 
American  Banker. 

Passy,  17  May,  1778. 

Mr.  Franklin  is  not  inclined  to  sign  this  letter  to 
Mr.  Grand ;  * 

1.  Because  he  does  not  know,  that  any  mconven* 
fences  have  arisen  from  the  order  origmaDy  given,  that 
the  orders  of  each  cf  us  separately  shouM  be  honoredb 

2.  Because  Mr.  Lee  is  pleased  to  be  very  angiy 
with  him,  which  is  expressed  m  many  of  his  letten^ 
and  therefore  Mr.  Franklm  does  not  choose  to  be 
obliged  to  ask  Mr.  Lee's  consent,  whenever  he  mi^ 
have  occasion  to  draw  for  his  subsistence,  as  that  con- 
sent cannot  be  expected  from  any  necessi^  <^  a  le^ 
ciprocal  compliance  on  Mr.  Franklin's  part,  Mr.  Lee 
having  secured  his  subsistence  by  taking  bto  his  own 
possession  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand  livrefl» 
and  his  brother,  by  a  deception  on  the  Commisskm* 
ers,  of  forty-eight  thousand.?  Mr.  Franklin  has  no 
objection  to  any  resolution,  that  all  contracts  for  the 
public  shall  be  made  by  joint  consent,  or  at  least  by  a 
majority,  together  with  the  drafts  for  payment  Indeed, 
he  wishes,  that,  if  practicable,  he  might  be  excused 


*  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Grand,  the  AmeiMs 
btnkcr,  which  Mr.  Lee  requested  Dr.  Franklin  to  aign. 

''Sir;  It  is  our  desire,  that  you  accept  no  bills  nor  pay  any  money 
out  of  the  funds,  which  are  or  may  be  in  your  hands  to  the  credft  ef 
08  three  jointly,  without  our  joint  order.  As  it  has  been  the  piaollie 
to  address  letters  upon  the  bnsineaa  of  the  ConuniBBion  to  Mr.  Deeiii, 
we  desire,  that  you  will  send  to  us  all  the  letters  you  receive  ao  di- 
rected, and  not  give  them  to  any  private  person.*' 

t  This  "  deception,**  as  it  is  here  called,  is  explained  in  the  letter  to 
die  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  January  15Ch,  1779. 
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frooi  any  ooocem  in  nuUlen  of  oommeroe,  which  he 
10  Stde  undenlnnds.  But»  as  we  are  sqparaldjr  ac- 
oountaUe  to  Ckmgress  fior  our  penooal  expenaes*  and 
Mr.  FVanklin  does  not  desire  to  have  the  least  control 
in  those  of  his  coileagues»  so  nather  does  he  choose 
to  subject  his  to  the  control  of  Bfr.  Lee. 

8.  He  declines  signmg  this  letter,  because  it  ordars 
Mr.  Grand  to  deliver  to  us  all  letters  directed  to  Uh 
Deane,  which  may  come  bto  his  hands;  and,  it  being 
underslood  that  Dr.  Bancroft  is  mtrusted  and  empow* 
erad  by  Mr.  Deane  to  receive  his  letters,  and  there 
BMjr  be  some  concerning  his  private  affiurs,  with  whidi 
we  have  no  concern,  and  which  it  may  be  improper  for 
us  to  examme,  Mr.  Franklin  thinks,  that  the  supposi* 
lioB  of  a  possibility,  that  they  may  relate  to  the  pub* 
ic^  is  not  suflScient  excuse  for  such  gratification  of 
private  curiosi^.    I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c. 

B.  Feahklut. 


TO  JOBH   PAUL  JONXS. 

PMif  •  S7  M^,  IVTSl 

Dbar  Sim, 

I  received  yours  of  the  18th,  enckxmg  one  ibr  Ae 
Countess  of  Selkirk,  whkh  I  forward  thb  day  by  wmy 
of  Holland,  as  you  desire.  It  is  a  gaDant  letter,  and 
must  give  her  Ladyship  a  high  and  just  opinion  of 
your  ^nerosity  and  nobleness  of  mind. 

The  Jersey  privateers  do  us  a  great  deal  of  mii> 
chief  by  intercepting  our  supplies.  It  has  been  UMI- 
tioDed  to  me,  that  your  small  vessel,  commanded  bj 
so  brave  an  officer,  might  render  great  service  by  fol* 
lowing  them  where  greater  shq>s  dare  not  venture  their 
bottoms ;  or,  being  accompanied  and  supported  by  some 
fifigates  from  Brest,  at  a  proper  distance^  mi^  draw 

VOL.  VUL  86 
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diem  out,  atiid  then  take  them.  I  wish  you  to  con- 
sider of  this,  as  it  comes  Grom  high  authority,  and  that 
j6ii  would  immediately  let  me  know  what  you  think 
ctf  it,  ahd  when  your  ship  will  be  ready. 

I  h^ve  written  to  England  about  the  exchange  of 
your  prisoners.  I  congratulate  you  most  cofdmDy  oA 
jrour  late  success,  and  wish  for  a  continuance  and  m- 
dease  of  the  honor  you  have  acquired.  It  will  al- 
ihifs  be  a  pleasure  to  me  to  contribute  what  may 
lie  in  my  power  towards  yoiu-  advancement,  and  Aat 
of  the  brave  officers  and  men  under  your  coimnamL 
I  din,  &c  B.  FRAiTKLiir. 


TO   JOHK   PAUL  JOKES. 

Proposal  to  take  Command  of  a  Sk^n 

Puijr,  1  June,  177BL 

Dear  Sir, 
I  haVe  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  give  you  the  command  of  the  great  ship 
w6  have  buflt  at  Amsterdam.  By  what  you  wrote  to 
us  formeriy,  I  have  ventured  to  say  ih  yoiir  Behalf 
dikt  this  propoisitibn  would  be  agreeable  to  yotk  Too 
"MA  immediately  let  me  know  your  resolution ;  wUeK 
that  you  may  be  more  clear  m  taking,  I  must  inft)rtt 
^ou  of  some  circumstances.  She  is  at  pr^smt  tM 
property  of  the  ffing ;  but,  as  there  is  no  wai^  yet  de- 
clitfed,  you  will  have  the  commission  and  fls^  €(  the 
United  States,  and  act  under  their  orders  and  hwft 
the  Prince  de  JVhssau  will  make  the  cruise  KrtS 
you.  She  is  to  be  brought  here  under  cover  as  & 
fViench  merchantman,  to  be  equipped  and  nUmiied  iH 
France.  We  hope  to  exchange  your  prisoners  for  it 
iHkay  American  saibrs ;  bu^  if  that  foils,  you  hate  joiir 
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pnml  crew  to  be  made  up  here  with  other  MliQiii 
Md  FVench. 

The  other  Commissioneri  ere  not  acquainted  with 
thb  propoehion  aa  yet,  and  you  see,  by  the  nature  of 
jlp  thit  it  is  necessary  to  be  kept  a  secret,  tiD  we 
hate  god  the  vessel  here,  for  fear  of  difficulties  in 
HoBand,  and  interruption.  You  will  therefore  direct 
your  answer  to  me  alone,  it  being  desired,  that,  at 
present,  the  affair  rest  between  you  and  me.  F^ 
haps  it  may  be  best  for  you  to  take  a  trip  up  hen  to 
concert  matters,  if  in  general  you  approve  the  klea. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  reading  your  journal^  whidi 
we  received  yesterday.    I  am,  &c 

B.  Fmjlmmlmm. 


TO  JOHH   PAUL  JOlTBa. 

hiMgemce  and  In$truetians  respecting  the  Command 
of  a  FHgate. 

PMfj,  10  JuM,  I77BL 

Dbar  Su, 

I  receivtHi  yours  of  the  1st  instant  with  the  papers 
endneed,  which  I  have  shown  to  the  other  Conunis- 
akmers;  but  have  not  yet  had  their  opinion  of  them. 
1  only  know,  that  they  had  before  (in  consideration  of 
the  disposition  and  unimsiness  of  your  people)  ei- 
pnssod  an  inclination  to  order  your  ship  directly  back 
to  America.  You  will  judge  from  what  foUows,  wheth* 
er  it  wouki  not  be  advisable  far  you  to  propose  their 
sending  her  back  with  her  people,  and  under  some 
other  command. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  opmkm  the  minkrter  of 
the  marine  has  of  your  conduct  and  braveiy,  it  is  now 
settled  (observe,  that  this  is  to  be  a  secret  between 
Ml  1  being  expressly  enjoined  not  to  commumcale  M 


276  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [JBft.n. 

to  any  other  person,  not  even  to  the  other  gentlemen,) 
that  you  are  to  have  the  frigate  from  Holland,  which 
actuaUy  belongs  to  goyemment,  and  will  be  furnished 
with  as  many  good  French  seamen  as  you  shall  re- 
quire. But  you  are  to  act  under  Congress'  commis- 
sion. As  you  may  like  to  hare  a  number  of  Ameri- 
cans, and  yoiu*  own  are  homesick,  it  is  proposed  to 
give  you  as  many  as  you  can  engage  out  of  two  hun- 
dred prisoners,  which  the  mmistry  of  Britain  have  at 
length  agreed  to  give  us  in  exchange  (or  those  you 
have  m  your  hands.  They  propose  to  make  the  ex- 
change at  Calais,  where  they  are  to  bring  the  Ameri- 
cans. Nothing  is  wanting  to  this,  but  a  list  of  yours, 
containing  their  names  and  rank;  immediately  on  the 
receipt  of  which,  an  equal  number  are  to  be  prepared 
and  sent  m  a  ship  to  that  port,  where  yours  are  to 
meet  them.  Pray  send  this  list  by  the  return  of  the 
post  if  possible,  tf  by.  this  means  you  can  get  a  good 
new  crew,  I  thmk  it  will  be  best  that  you  are  quite 
free  of  the  old,  for  a  mixture  might  introduce  the 
infection  of  that  sickness  you  complain  of.  But  this 
may  be  left  to  your  discretion. 

Perhaps  we  shall  join  with  you  the  Providence^  Cap- 
tarn  Whipple,  a  new  Continental  ship  of  thirty  guns, 
which,  in  commg  out  of  the  river  of  Providence,  gave 
the  two  fiigates  that  were  posted  to  mtercept'her 
each  of  them  so  heavy  a  dose  of  her  dghteen  and 
twelve  pounders,  that  they  had  not  the  courage,  or 
were  not  able,  to  pursue  her.  The  Boston  is  sop- 
pased  to  be  gone  from  Bordeaux. 

It  seems  to  be  desired,  that  you  should  step  up  to 
Versailles,  (where  one  will  meet  you,)  in  order  to  such 
a  settlement  of  matters  and*  plans  with  those  who  have 
the  direction,  as  cannot  weO  be  done  by  letter.  I 
wish  it  may  be  convenient  to  you  to  do  it  diecii^. 
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The  ptDJect  of  giving  you  the  command  of  this  shy 
pleases  me  the  more,  as  it  b  a  probable  opening  to 
the  higher  preferment  you  so  justly  merit  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c  B,  Frajc klut. 


TO   JAHKS   RUTTOlf. 

Fa«]r.  as  JmM,  1778. 

My  dear  old  friend  has  here  the  paper  he  desired^ 
We  have  had  a  marble  monument  made  at  Parb  for 
the  brare  General  Afontgomery,  which  is  gone  to 
America.  If  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  any  of 
your  cruisers,  I  expect  you  will  exert  yourself  to  get 
k  restored  to  us,  because  I  know  the  generosity  of 
jour  temper,  which  likes  to  do  handsome  things,  aa 
weO  as  to  make  returns.  You  see  we  are  unwilfii^ 
to  rob  the  ho$pital ;  we  hope  your  peq>le  wiD  be  found 
it  arerse  to  pUlaging  the  dead.    Adieu.    Yours,  Sue 

B.  Frajcklui. 


TO    AN    C!fORAVCR   IX    PARIS. 

Reepeclmg  a  Print  cammemaratwe  of 
Independence. 

Pmtff,  M  Jwm^  177a 
Sir, 

On  reading  again  the  prospectus  and  explanatioo  of 

your  intended  print,  I  find  the  whole  merit  of  giTiiig 

freedom  to  America  continues  to  be  ascribed  to  me^ 

which,  as  I  told  you  in  our  first  conversatioQ,  I  coukl 

by   no  means  approve  oC  as  it  wodd  be  unjust  to 


• 


Puvport  for  t  tmmI,  whkb  wm  about  to  b«  araC  to  tha  Mofmvftui 
WMiiimirwi  oo  Um  comI  of  Libf*dor.   Boo  Vol  V.  pw  19. 
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the  numbers  of  wise  and  brave  men,  who,  by  their 
arms  and  counsels,  have  shared  in  the  enteiprise,  and 
contributed  to  its  success  (as  far  as  it  has  yet  suc- 
ceeded) at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

My  proposition  to  you  was,  and  continues  to  b^ 
that,  instead  of  naming  me  in  particular  m  the  exfo- 
liation of  the  print,  it  should  be  said,  ^  JTie  Congress^ 
represented  by  a  Senator  in  Roman  dress^  8fc.^  As  it 
stands,  I  cannot  consent  to  accept  the  honor  you  pro- 
pose to  do  me  by  dedicating  the  print  to  me,  which, 
I  imderstand,  is  m  this  country  considered  as  an  ap- 
probation; and  m  my  own  country  it  would  hurt  my 
character  and  usefulness,  if  I  were  to  give  the  least 
countenance  to  such  a  pretension,  by  recommendmg  or 
proposmg  the  sale  of  a  print  so  explamed.  Upon 
these  considerations  I  must  request,  that,  if  you  are 
determmed  to  proceed  in  the  'engraving,  you  would, 
in  a  new  prospectus,  change  the  explanation  as  above 
proposed,  and  dedicate  the  print  not  to  me,  but  to 
the  Congress.    I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  Frankldt. 


TO   CHARLES   D£    WEISSfiNSTEIK.^ 

Reply  to  Insinuations  against  the  good  Faith  of  France. 
—  Future  Prospects  of  America. —  The  Xm^s  po- 
litical Studies.  —  Peace  is  to  be  obtained  only  on 
equal  Terms.  —  Offer  of  Rewards  ridiculed. 

Puijr,  1  Jalj,  177& 

Sir, 
I  received  your  letter,  dated  at  Brussels  the  lOdi 
past    My  vanity  might  possibly  be  flattered  by  your 

*  Dr.  Franklin  received  a  long  letter  firom  a  man,  who  ripiod  luB- 
•elf  CharUt  de  fFeistefuUin.    The  letter  wat  dated,  •Bnmel^  JoM 
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expressions  of  compliinent  to  my  understanding,  if  your 
fropa$at$  did  not  more  cleariy  manifest  a  mean  opin- 
ioo  of  it 

You  conjure  mc,  in  the  name  of  the  omniscient  and 
just  God,  before  whom  I  must  appear,  and  by  my 
hopes  of  future  fame,  to  consider  if  some  expedient 
cannot  be  found  to  put  a  stc^  to  the  desolation  of 
America,  and  prevent  the  miseries  of  a  general  war. 
As  I  am  conscious  of  having  taken  ever}*  step  in  my 
power  to  prevent   the  breach,  and  no  one   to  wideo 


Hkh,  1779,*  and  wrttti»n  in  Kniflwh.  Tlie  writer  wm  ^rid^ntly  a  ■•- 
Cfrl  •grui  from  Kni^Und,  inttructed  to  procure  ftom  Dr.  Prmnklio  mmm 
kiBd  of  propogltMtiM  f(»r  t  pe«ce.  Tlie  naine  «u  ckiubtJcM  ■aeumtd, 
%md  aHbnuf  b  the  letter  »u  dated  «1  BniMcU,  it  wm  probably  writlMi 
m  PariA. 

TW  coiiient«  of  the  letter,  cofwideriji|r  tiie  source  in  vbicb  li  noit 
ktw  orifiMited,  are  cunoua  and  remarkable.  The  writer  befina  by 
WfWf  tbe  impoasibdity,  that'  f^nftand  should  9W9r  acknowMfe  tha  hi- 
iapendtiwa  of  the  coloniea,  and  the  certainty  that  Franca  would  4m» 
liia  and  betray  them.  He  moreover  adda,  that,  in  caae  ParUamaal 
iltosld  be  induced  to  acknowledge  their  independence,  the  people  of 
Bag^nd  would  thA  apf>rnve  it,  and  poaterity  would  never  mbmtt  lo  IL 
*Om  title  to  the  empire,**  said  he,  *^m  indisputable;  it  wUl  be  asssrtad, . 
•itiier  by  oursrlves  or  vurcessdra,  whenever  occasion  presents.  W« 
May  slop  awhile  m  our  puruiit  to  recover  breath,  but  shall  assoredlj 
leauni^   our  rareer  ajnitn.** 

He  then  priic<*<*dii  at  much  len|{th  to  slate  a  FUm  ^  RM9mnHtthmn  ; 
and  the  ihmhtuM  of  Ike  Fuimrt  Gortnmemi  in  .faieriViL  In  the  Plaa 
IS  the  follow inir  «*itrai»nhfMry  article.  *•  As  the  ronspicu<ius  public  part, 
vluch  w>mr  Am«'nran  |rrntl«*men  have  tak«*n,  may  expose  them  to  tha 
pstwrmal  enmity  of  mmb«*  of  the  chief  persons  in  Cireat  Bntam,  and  as  il 
m  aareasufiabii*  tiiat  their  at* r\icrs  t»  their  country  should  d«  pnve  thsM 
of  thusr  advanta,:i'ii,  whrh  tii«*ir  talents  would  oth«*rwtse  have  fainnd 
thrm,  th«*  fiillowinif  pcrMtns  •liall  have  ^fUts,  or  ptmaimns  fir  i^t,  al 
their  option,  nam«ly,  Franklin,  Washington,  Adaina,  Hancock,  Slc.  hc. 
In  rase  hi«  ll«j«*«tv,  or  his  siiccesst»ri,  shcHild  ever  create  Ameneaa 
pern,  tlk«*n  thr*«e  p««r«(ifis  or  thrir  d«*scendants  shall  be  among  the  ifit 
ersatr<  if  they  choose  it ;  Mr.  Washington  to  have  iminediaisly  a  brtv- 
at  of  iK^utenaat-grneral,  and  aU  the  honors  and  precedence  incidaal 
therrta,  but  ni»t  to  aseume  or  bear  any  command  without  a  special  wai^ 
lant,  ttr  ktt«-f  of  •rrriro,  for  that  purpose,  fnim  the   King.** 

la  the  (haiimiM  •/  Gorermmeni  it  M  provided,  that  each  ciilony  shall 
chouse  lU  own  form,  and  have  legisUtiuea,  but  that  all 
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it,  I  can  appear  cheerfuQy  before  that  God,  fearing 
nothing  from  his  justice  in  this  particular,  though  I 
have  much  occasion  for  his  mercy  in  many  others.  As 
to  my  future  fame,  I  am  content  to  rest  it  on  my  past 
and  present  conduct,  without  seeking  an  addition  to 
it  m  the  crooked,  dari^  paths,  you  propose  to  me^ 
where  I  should  most  certainly  lose  it  This  your  so- 
lemn address  would  therefore  have  been  more  {xtip- 
erly  made  to  your  sovereign  and  his  venal  Parliament 
He  and  they,  who  wickedly  began,  and  madly  con- 
tmue,  a  war  for  the  desolation  of  America,  are  alone 
accountable  for  the  consequences. 


swear  allegiance  to  the  crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain;  thai 
no  American  shall  enjoy  any  office  of  trust  or  profit  in  Great  ftitain, 
without  a  special  act  of  Parliament  for  that  purpose;  in  ereiy  other 
respect  they  are  to  enjoy  the  privilegres  'of  natural  bom  EogUshnea; 
that  **  the  judges  of  the  courts  shall  be  named  by  the  King,  and  hold 
their  offices  for  life,  and  shall  either  bear  titles  as  peers  of  AmerieSi 
or  otherwise,  as  shall  be  decided  by  his  Majesty ;  that  a  Congress  sbill 
assemble  once  in  seven  years,  or  oftener,  if  Ids  Majes^  thinks  fit  Is 
summon  it,  but  all  its  proceedings  are  to  be  transmitted  to  the  British 
Parliament,  without  whose  consent  no  money  shall  ever  be  granted  kf 
Congress  or  any  separate  state  to  the  crown ;  that  the  great  oflkes  of 
state  shall  be  named  in  the  compact,  and  that  America  shall  profide 
for  them;  that  the  whole  naval  and  military  force  shall  be  directed 
by  his  Majesty ;  that  the  British  Parliament  shall  fix  the  naval  and 
military  force,  and  vote  the  sums  necessary  for  its  maintenance,  both 
by  sea  and  land,  and  make  laws  for  its  regulation ;  that  a  tariff  of  du- 
ties shall  be  fixed,  which  shall  not  be  changed  without  the 
consent  of  both  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  and  the  colony 
the  change  is  intended  to  be  made ;  that  British  mana&ctnres 
always  have  the  preference  over  those  of  other  nations,  and  that  no 
new  taxes  shall  ever  be  imposed  on  them,  without  the  previous  con- 
sent of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain." 

Such  are  some  of  the  features  of  the  scheme  proposed  by  this  pii- 
vate  agent  Dr.  Franklin  understood  it  to  proceed  firom  high  antbority, 
and  framed  his  answer  accordingly.  He  sent  the  agent*s  letter  to  Coont 
de  Vergennes,  with  a  copy  of  his  answer.  They  are  now  in  the  «^ 
ehives  tUs  Affaires  Etrangirts  in  Paris,  where  the  above  abstract  was 
taken  fit>m  the  original,  and  where  also  a  copy  of  Dr.  FVanklin's  answof 
was  obtained. 
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You  endeavour  to  impress  me  with  a  bad  opinioQ 
of  French  faith ;  but  the  instances  of  their  friendly  en- 
deavours to  sene  a  race  of  weak  {)rinces,  who,  by 
their  own  imprudence,  defeateil  ever}'  attempt  to  pro- 
mote their  interest,  weigh  but  little  with  me,  when 
I  consider  tlie  steady  friendship  of  France  to  the  Thir- 
teen United  States  of  Switzerland,  which  has  now 
continued  inviolate  two  hundred  years.  You  tell  me» 
that  she  will  certainly  cheat  us,  and  that  she  despises 
us  already.  I  do  not  believe  that  she  will  cheat  us, 
and  I  am  not  certain  that  she  despises  us;  but  I  see 
deariy  that  you  are  endeavouring  to  cheat  us  by  your 
conciliatory  bills;  that  you  actually  despised  our  un- 
derstandings, when  you  flattered  yourselves  those  ar- 
tifices would  succeed;  and  that  not  only  France,  but 
ill  Europe,  yourselves  included,  most  certainly  and  Sot 
ever  would  despise  us,  if  we  were  weak  enough  to 
accept  your  insidious  propositions. 

Our  expectations  of  the  future  grandeur  of  America 
are  not  so  magnificent,  and  therefore  not  so  vain  or 
vbionar}',  as  you  represent  them  to  be.  The  body 
of  our  peopk;  are  not  merchants,  but  humbk;  husband- 
men, who  drli){ht  in  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  wluch, 
from  their  fertility  and  tlie  variety  of  our  climates,  are 
capat)le  of  fumi>hing  all  the  necessaries  and  conven- 
iences of  life  without  external  commerce  ;  and  we 
have  too  much  land  to  have  the  least  temptation  to 
extend  our  territory  by  amquest  from  |)eaceal)ki  neigh- 
bours, as  well  as  too  much  justice  to  think  of  iL  Our 
miUtia,  you  liml  by  exi>erience,  are  sufficient  to  defend 
our  lands  from  invasion ;  and  the  commerce  with  us  wiU 
be  defendtHl  by  all  the  nations  who  fnul  an  advantage 
m  it.  \\\\  tht*refore,  have  not  the  (Kx^uNion  you  ima- 
gine, of  t1«*rts  or  standing  armies,  but  may  knive  thoae 
expensive  machines  to  be  maintained  for  the  pomp  of 

TOL.  Tin.  36  x^ 


282  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [Mt.TL 

princes,  and  the  wealth  of  ancient  states.  We  pro- 
pose, if  possible,  to  live  in  peace  with  all  mankind; 
and  after  you  have  been  convinced,  to  your  cost,  that 
there  is  nothing  to  be  got  by  attacking  us,  we  have 
reason  to  hope,  that  no  other  power  will  judge  it  jmh- 
dent  to  quarrel  with  us,  lest  they  divert  us  from  our 
own  quiet  industry,  and  turn  us  mto  corsairs  preying 
upon  theirs.  The  weight  therefore  of  an  mdependent 
empire,  which  you  seem  certain  of  our  mabOity  to  bear, 
will  not  be  so  great  as  you  imagine.  The  expense 
of  our  civil  government  we  have  always  borne,  and 
can  easily  bear,  because  it  is  small.  A  virtuous  and 
laborious  people  may  be  cheaply  governed.  Determin«> 
ing,  as  we  do,  to  have  no  offices  of  profit,  nor  any 
sinecures  or  useless  appointments,  so  common  in  an- 
cient or  corrupted  states,  we  can  govern  ourselves  a 
year,  for  the  sum  you  pay  in  a  single  department,  or 
for  what  one  jobbing  contractor,  by  the  favor  of  a  min- 
ister, can  cheat  you  out  of  in  a  single  article. 

You  think  we  flatter  ourselves,  and  are  deceived 
into  an  opinion  that  England  must  acknowledge  our 
independency.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  think  you  flat- 
ter yourselves  in  imagining  such  an  acknowledgment 
a  vast  boon,  which  we  strongly  desire,  and  which  you 
may  gmn  some  great  advantage  by  granting  or  irtth- 
holding.  We  have  never  asked  it  of  you;  we  only 
tell  you,  that  you  can  have  no  treaty  with  us  but  as 
an  independent  state ;  and  you  may  please  yourselves 
and  your  children  with  the  rattle  of  your  right  to  gov- 
ern us,  as  long  as  you  have  done  with  that  of  your 
King's  being  King  of  France,  without  givmg  us  the 
least  concern,  if  you  do  not  attempt  to  exercise  it 
That  this  pretended  right  is  indisputable,  as  you  say, 
we  utterly  deny.  Your  Parliament  never  had  a  right 
to  govern  us,  and  your  King  has  forfeited  it  by  his 
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Moody  tyranny.  But  I  think  you  for  letting  me  know 
ft  fittle  ojf  your  mind,  that,  even  if  the  Parliament  shodd 
acknowledge  oin*  independency,  the  act  wouJd  not  be 
binding  to  posterity,  and  that  your  nation  wouM  re* 
tome  and  prosecute  the  claim  as  soon  as  they  found 
k  convenient  from  the  influence  of  your  passions,  and 
your  present  malice  against  us.  We  suspected  before^ 
tint  you  would  not  be  actuaUy  bound  by  your  con* 
cSatory  actss  bnger  than  till  they  had  served  their 
purpose  of  inducing  us  to  disband  our  forces ;  but  m 
were  not  certain,  that  you  were  knaves  by  principle^ 
and  that  we  ought  not  to  have  the  least  oonfideoce 
B  your  oflfers,  promises,  or  treaties,  though  confinned 
by  Parfiament 

I  now  indeed  recollect  my  bemg  informed,  kmg  stnca^ 
when  m  England,  that  a  certain  very  great  personage^ 
then  young,  studied  much  a  certain  book,  caDed  jAtw 
€tma  Imperii  I  had  the  curiosity  to  procure  the  book 
and  read  it  There  are  sensible  and  good  things  m  il| 
but  some  bad  ones ;  for,  if  I  remember  rightly,  a  par* 
ticular  king  is  applauded  for  his  politically  exciting  a 
rebellion  among  his  subjects,  at  a  time  when  they  had 
not  strength  to  support  it,  that  he  might,  in  subduing 
them,  take  away  their  privik'ges  which  were  trouble- 
some  to  him;  and  a  question  is  formally  stated  and 
discussed,  llluther  a  prince^  %rho,  to  appea$e  a  revolt^ 
Wktkes  promUf.i  of  imUnunty  to  the  rerollen^  i$  obtigtd 
to  fulfil  thifnr  promises.  Honest  and  good  men  would 
say.  Ay ;  hut  this  |M>litician  says,  as  you  say,  Na  And 
be  gives  this  pn^tty  reason,  that,  though  it  was  right 
to  m;ike  iht*  |>n>niis4»s,  bi'cause  otheraise  the  revolt 
w<nilci  not  he  suppressi^i,  yet  it  wouki  be  wrong  to 
keep  them,  because  n*v(>lters  ought  to  be  punished  to 
deter  friim  future  n*volis. 

If  these  arc  the  principles  of  your  nation,  no  ooa- 
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fidence  can  be  placed  in  you;  it  is  in  vain  to  treat 
with  you;  and  the  wars  can  only  end  in  bemg  reduced 
to  an  utter  inability  of  contmuing  them. 

One  main  drift  of  your  letter  seems  to  be,  to  im- 
press me  with  an  idea  of  your  own  impartiality,  by 
just  censures  of  your  ministers  and  measures,  and  to 
draw  from  me  propositions  of  peace,  or  approbations 
of  those  you  have  enclosed  to  me,  which  you  inti- 
mate may  by  your  means  be  conveyed  to  the  King 
directly,  without  the  intervention  of  those  ministerSi 
You  would  have  me  give  them  to,  or  drop  them  for, 
a  stranger,  whom  I  may  find  next  Monday  in  the  church 
of  Notre  Dame,  to  be  known  by  a  rose  in  his  hat 
You  yourself,  Sir,  are  quite  unknown  to  me ;  you  have 
not  trusted  me  with  your  true  name.  Our  taking  the 
least  step  towards  a  treaty  with  England  through  you, 
might,  if  you  are  an  enemy,  be  made  use  of  to  ruia 
us  with  our  new  and  good  friends.  L  may  be  indisr 
Greet  enough  in  many  things ;  but  certainly,  if  I  weie 
disposed  to  make  propositions  (which  I  cannot  do^ 
having  none  conunitted  to  me  to  make),  I  should  never 
thmk  of  delivering  them  to  the  Lord  knows  who^  to 
be  carried  to  the  Lord  knows  where,  to  sare  no  one 
knows  what  purposes.  Being  at  this  time  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  figures  in  Paris,  even  my  appearance 
in  the  church  of  Notre  Dame,  where  I  cannot  have 
any  conceivable  business,  and  especiaUy  being  seen  to 
leave  or  drop  any  letter  to  any  person  there,  would 
be  a  matter  of  some  speculation,  and  might,  fiiom  the 
suspicions  it  must  naturally  give,  have  very  mischievous 
consequences  to  our  credit  here. 

The  very  proposing  of  a  correspondence  so  to  be 
managed,  in  a  manner  not  necessary  where  fair  dealing 
is  intended,  gives  just  reason  to  suppose  you  intend 
the  contrary.    Besides,  as  your  court  has  sent  Com- 
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missioiiers  to  treat  with  the  Congress,  wUh  ifl  the  pow- 
ers that  could  be  given  them  by  the  crown  under 
die  act  oT  Parliament,  what  good  purpose  can  be  9&rf^ 
ed  bjr  prifatd/  obtaining  propositions  from  us?  Be- 
fore those  Commissioners  went,  we  might  have  treated 
m  Tirtue  of  our  general  powers,  (with  the  knowledge^ 
advice,  and  approbation  of  our  fiiends),  upon  any  pro* 
positions  made  to  us.  But,  under  the  present  drcum* 
stances,  for  us  to  make  propositkms,  whBe  a  treaty 
b  supposed  to  be  actuaUy  on  foot  with  the  Congress^ 
wouM  be  eitremety  improper,  highly  presumptuoai 
with  regard  to  our  constituents,  and  answer  no  good 
end  whatever. 

I  write  this  letter  to  you,  notwithstanding;  (whidi 
I  diink  I  can  convey  in  a  less  mysterious  manner,  and 
guess  it  may  come  to  your  hands ;)  I  write  it  because 
I  wouki  let  you  know  our  sense  of  your  procedure^ 
wludi  appears  as  msklkHis  as  that  of  your  conciDatoiy 
bfls.  Your  true  way  to  obtam  peace,  if  your  nunia- 
ters  desire  it,  is,  to  propose  openly  to  the  CongreM 
bk  and  equal  terms,  and  you  may  possibly  come  socmi* 
er  to  such  a  resolutk>n,  when  you  find,  that  personal 
flatteries,  general  cajdings,  and  panegjrrics  on  our  oir» 
tar  and  wisdom  are  not  likely  to  have  the  eflect  yoo 
seem  to  expect;  the  persuading  us  to  act  basely  and 
foolishly,  in  betraying  our  country  and  posterity  into 
the  hands  of  our  most  bitter  enemies,  giving  op  or 
seDing  our  arms  and  wariikc  stores,  dismissing 
ships  ot'  war  and  trcx>ps,  and  putting  those 
m  possession  of  our  forts  and  ports. 

This  pn)ix>sition  of  delivering  ourselves,  bound  and 
gagged,  ready  for  hanging,  without  even  a  right  to 
complain,  and  without  a  friend  to  be  found  afterwards 
am<>n^  all  mankind,  you  would  have  us  embrace  upon 
the  faith  of  an  act  of  Parliament !    Good  God  I  an  act 
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of  your  Parliament!  This  demonstrates  that  you  do 
not  yet  know  us,  and  that  you  fancy  we  do  not  know 
you ;  but  it  is  not  merely  this  flimsy  faith,  that  we  are 
to  act  upon ;  you  offer  us  hope^  the  hope  of  places, 
PENSIONS,  and  peerages.  These,  judging  from  your- 
selves, you  think  are  motives  irresistible.  This  offer 
to  corrupt  us.  Sir,  is  with  me  your  credential,  and 
convinces  me  that  you  are  not  a  private  volunteer  in 
your  application.  It  bears  the  stamp  of  British  court 
character.  It  is  even  the  signature  of  your  Ejng.  But 
think  for  a  moment  m  what  light  it  must  be  viewed 
m  America.  By  places,  you  mean  places  among  lu^ 
for  you  take  care  by  a  special  article  to  secure  your 
own  to  yourselves.  We  must  then  pay  the  salaries 
m  order  to  enrich  ourselves  with  these  places.  But 
you  win  give  us  pensions,  probably  to  be  paid  too 
out  of  your  expected  American  revenue,  and  which 
none  of  us  can  accept  without  deserving,  and  peiiiaps 
obtaining,  a  sus-pen^um.  Peerages!  alas!  Sir,  oar 
long  observation  of  the  vast  servile  majcHity  oi  your 
peers,  voting  constantly  for  every  measure  prc^X)8ed 
by  a  minister,  however  weak  or  wicked,  leaves  us 
small  respect  for  that  title.  We  consider  it  as  a  sort 
of  tar-and-feather  honor,  or  a  mixture  of  foulness  and 
folly,  which  every  man  among  us,  who  should  accept 
it  from  your  King,  would  be  obliged  to  renounce,  or 
exchange  for  that  conferred  by  the  mobs  of  their  own 
country,  or  wear  it  with  everlasting  infamy.  I  am^  Sir, 
your  humble  servant, 

B.  Frakklik. 
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FEOM    EAWLIX8    LOWNDES   TO   B.   FEA9KU9. 

Commodore  GiUon  commissioned  to  procure   S3iq^  of 
War  in  Europe  for  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

ClMri«tCoo,  18  July,  1778 

See, 

The  State  of  South  Carolma,  baring  resolyed  to 
procure  three  ships  of  war  in  foragn  parts  for  the 
protection  d  their  coast  and  trade,  have  intrusted  that 
•enrice  to  their  Commodore,  Alexander  GiDon,  a  seal* 
0U5  and  approved  friend  to  the  American  States,  who 
embarks  for  France  with  some  other  officers  to  man* 
age  that  business. 

The  legishture  have  appropriated  to  this  use  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  currency;  and 
goods  and  effects  purchased  here  to  that  amount  have 
been  partly  exported,  and  the  remamder  wiD  soon  be 
exported  to  France.  But  it  is  feared,  that  the  dan* 
ger  of  capture,  the  heavy  charge  on  shipping,  and  the 
loss  on  the  sale  d  our  produce,  wiD  reduce  the  net 
proceeds  in  France  considerably  below  the  sum  want* 
ed.  To  guard  agamst  the  disappointment  that  would 
be  occasioned  by  these  consequences,  Mr.  GiDon  is 
furnished  with  the  proper  cretlentiab  to  enable  him, 
on  the  faith  and  cretlit  of  this  country,  to  negotiate 
a  loan  in  Kuro|)c  sufficient  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
that  may  happen  in  the  sum  granted,  that  he  may  as 
socm  ;tH  {N>ssihle  carry  into  effect  the  intention  of  the 
State  in  pnx^uring  the  said  armament 

I  am,  therefore,  in  behalf  <>f  tlie  State  of  South  Car- 
olina, to  rt'quest  the  favor  of  your  assistance  and  cotm- 
tenanre  to  Mr.  Oillon,  to  give  weight  and  success  to 
his  applic  aticm  in  a  measure  so  interesting  and  of  such 
public  utility  to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to 
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this  in  particular.  For  which  purpose  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  introducing  him  to  your  patronage  and  protec- 
tion, and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  regard, 
Sir,  &C.  Rawliks  Lowkdes.* 


TO   JAMES   LOYELL. 

Proceedings  rekUioe  to  Mr.  Deane.  — BeaumarchaiM.^--' 
Inconvenience  of  maintaining  several  Commiswnun 
in  Europe.  —  fVar  between  England  and  France.  ^^ 
Difficulty  of  raising  Loans. 

Puqr*  93  Mjt  177a 

Sir, 

I  received  your  favor  of  May  15th,  and  was  glad  to 
find,  that  mme  of  December  25th  had  come  to  hand. 
Mr.  Deane's  brother  writes  it  was  not  signed,  which 
was  an  accidental  omission.  Mr.  Deane  is  himself  I 
hope  with  you  long  before  this  tune,  and  I  doubt  not 
every  prejudice  against  him  b  removed.  It  was  not 
alone  upon  the  proceedmgs  of  Congress,  that  I  formed 
my  opinion  that  such  prejudices  existed.  I  am  f^ad 
to  understand  that  opinion  was  groundless,  and  that 
he  is  likely  to  come  back  with  honor  in  the  commis- 
sion to  Holland,  where  matters  are  already  so  ripe  fir 
his  operations,  that  he  cannot  fail  (with  his  abilities) 
of  bemg  useful 

You  mention  former  letters  of  the  Committee,  by 
which  we  might  have  seen  the  apprehensions  of  the 
resentment  of  foreign  officers,  &c.  Those  letters  never 
came  to  hand.  And  we,  on  our  part,  are  amazed  to 
hear,  that  the  Committee  had  had  no  line  fit)m  us  fir 
near  a  year,  during  which  we  had  written,  I  belief^ 

*  Mr.  Lowndes  was  at  this  time  Governor  of  Soath  CtroliMU 
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fife  or  six  long  and  particultr  letters,  and  had  made 
it  a  rule  to  send  triplicates  of  each,  and  to  replaoe 
those  that  we  happened  to  hear  were  lost,  so  thai  of 
some  there  were  five  copies  sent ;  and,  as  I  hear  that 
Captain  Young  is  arrived,  who  had  some  of  them,  I 
think  it  probable  that  one  ol*  each,  at  least,  must  have 
oome  to  your  hands  before  this  time.  Mr.  Deane*s 
infonnation,  however,  may  supply  the  want  of  them, 
whose  arrival,  as  he  went  with  a  strong  squadron  of 
DWD-of*war,  is  more  likely  than  that  of  this  veasei 
or  any  other  single  one  by  which  we  might  send  mora 


The  affair  with  M.  de  Beaumarchais  will  be  best  set- 
tied  by  his  assistance  after  his  return.  We  find  it 
raoommended  to  us,  but  we  know  too  little  of  it  to 
be  able  to  do  it  well  without  hiuL 

There  has  been  some  inaccuracy  in  sending  us  the 
IhI  despatches  of  the  Committee.  Two  copies  of  the 
contract  with  M.  Francy,  and  the  invoices,  came  by  the 
same  vessel.  Captain  Niles.  And  though  one  of  yomr 
letters  mentions  s>ending  cnctosed  a  resolutkm  of  Con* 
giess  rebtive  to  two  artkles  of  the  treaty,  that  reso- 
httion  is  not  come  to  hand.  There  are  drcumstaocea 
b  the  affair  of  those  articks,  that  make  them,  m  my 
opinion,  of  no  consequence  if  they  stand,  while  the 
pro(MK«inK  to  abnigate  them  has  an  unpleasing  appear- 
ance, as  it  looks  like  a  desire  of  having  it  in  our  pow- 
er to  makt'  that  c(»mmcn:ial  kind  of  war,  which  no 
honest  State  can  U'giii,  whi<*h  no  good  fiiend  or  nei^* 
bour  ever  did  or  will  bcKin,  whkrh  has  always  been 
coosiiloreil  ;is  an  act  of  hostility,  that  provoked  as 
well  a.^  ju>tiru:d  reiHisals  and  has  generally  produced 
such  as  nrmlervd  the  first  project  as  unprofitable  as 
it  wa>  unjuM. 

Commerce  among  nations,  as  weD  as  between  pii- 

▼OL.  ▼III.  87  T 
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vate  persons,  should  be  fair  and  equitable,  by  equiva- 
lent exchanges  and  mutual  supplies.  The  taldng  unfoir 
advantages  of  a  neighbours  necessities,  though  attend- 
ed with  temporary  success,  always  breeds  bad  blood. 
To  lay  duties  on  a  commodity  expcxted,  which  our 
neighbours  want,  is  a  knavish  attempt  to  get  some- 
thmg  for  nothing.  The  statesman  who  firat  mvented 
it  had  the  genius  of  a  pickpocket,  and  would  have 
been  a  pickpocket  if  fortune  had  suitably  [daced  hinu 
The  nations,  who  have  practised  it,  have  suffia^  four- 
fold, as  pickpockets  ought  to  suffer.  Savoy,  by  a  duty 
on  exported  wines,  lost  the  trade  of  Switzerland,  whidb 
thenceforth  raised  its  own  mne;  and  (to  wave  other 
instances)  Britain,  by  her  duty  on  exported  tea,  has 
lost  the  trade  of  her  colonies.  But,  as  we  produce  no 
conunodity  that  is  peculiar  to  our  country,  and  whidi 
may  not  be  obtained  elsewhere,  the  discouraging  the 
consumption  of  ours  by  duties  on  exportation,  and 
thereby  encouraging  a  rivalship  from  other  nations  in 
the  ports  we  trade  to,  is  absolute  foDy,  which  indeed 
is  mixed  more  or  less  with  all  knavery.  For  my  own 
part,  if  my  protest  were  of  any  consequence,  I  should 
protest  against  our  ever  doing  it,  even  by  way  of  re- 
prisal It  is  a  meanness  with  which  I  would  not  dirtjr 
the  conscience  or  character  of  my  country. 

The  objections,  stated  agamst  the  last  of  the  two 
articles,  had  all  been  made  and  considered  here;  and 
were  sent,  I  imagme,  from  hence,  by  one  who  is  of- 
fended, that  they  were  not  thought  of  weight  sufficient 
to  stop  the  signing  of  the  treaty,  till  the  Ejng  should, 
in  another  council,  reconsider  those  articles,  and,  after 
agreeing  to  omit  them,  order  new  copies  to  be  drawn, 
though  all  was  then  ready  engrossed  on  parchment  as 
before  settled.  I  did  not  think  the  articles  c^  much 
consequence ;  but  I  thought  it  of  consequence,  Aat  no 
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deky  should  be  given  to  the  ttgning  of  the  treaty  af- 
ter it  was  ready.  But,  if  I  had  kiy>wn  that  those  ob- 
jections would  have  been  sent  to  the  Conunittee^  I 
should  have  sent  the  answers  they  received,  which  had 
been  satisfactory  to  all  the  Commissioners,  when  the 
arealy  was  settled,  and  until  the  mind  of  one*  of  them 
was  altered  by  the  opinion  of  two  other  persons.!  It 
is  now  too  late  to  send  those  answers.  But  I  wish, 
kr  the  future,  if  such  a  case  should  again  happeUt 
that  Congress  would  acquaint  their  Commissiooers  with 
such  partial  objections,  and  bear  their  reasons  befafe 
they  determine  that  they  have  done  wrong.  In  the 
tone  this  only  to  you  in  private ;  it  wtfl  be  of  no 
to  communicate  it,  as  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
wil  probably  be  received  and  executed  before  this  let* 
Mr  conies  to  hand. 

Speaking  of  Commisskmers  in  the  plural,  puts  mt 
m  mind  of  inquiring,  if  it  can  be  the  intention  of  Coo* 
yess  to  keep  three  Commisskmers  at  thk  court;  we 
have  bdeed  four  with  the  gentleman  intended  for 
IVmrany,  who  contmues  here,  and  is  very  angry  thai 
he  was  not  consulted  in  making  the  treaty,  which  he 
could  have  mended  in  several  partknihtfs ;  and  perhaps 
he  is  angry  with  some  reason,  if  the  mstructions  to 
hkn  do,  as  he  says  they  do,  require  us  to  consuk  hkoL 
We  shall  soon  have  the  fifth ;  for  the  envoy  to  Vlennai 
not  being  received  there,  is,  I  hear,  returning  hither. 
The  necessary  expense  of  mabtaining  us  all  is,  I  aa* 
sore  you,  enormously  great  I  wish  that  the  utiliqr 
may  equal  it  I  imagine  ever)*  one  of  us  spends 
nearly  as  much  as  faprd  Stormont  dkl.  It  is  true,  he 
left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  niggard ;  and,  when 
the  advertisement  appeared  for  the  sale  of  his  house* 


*  AfUHtr  Lm>.  ^  8m  ihfUmttk  CfWJf  rfrwct,  VoL  IL  p^  187. 
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hold  goods,  all  Paris  laughed  at  an  article  of  it,  per- 
haps ver)^  innocently  expressed,  "  Une  grande  quantiti 
du  linge  de  tabfe^  qui  n^a  jamais  servi.^  "  Cela  est  tris 
vraiseniblablcy**  say  they,  **car  il  n^a  jamais  donni  i 
manger.'** 

But,  as  to  our  number,  whatever  advantage  there 
might  be  in  the  joint  counsels  of  three  for  framing 
and  adjusting  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  there  can  be 
none  in  managing  the  common  business  of  a  resident 
here.  On  the  contrary,  all  the  advantages  in  negotia- 
tion that  result  from  secrecy  of  sentiment,  and  uni- 
formity in  expressing  it,  and  in  common  business  from 
despatch,  are  lost.  In  a  court,  too,  where  every  woitl 
is  watched  and  weighed,  if  a  number  of  Commissionen 
do  not  every  one  hold  the  same  language,  in  ^ving 
their  opinion  on  any  public  transaction,  this  lessens 
their  weight ;  and  when  it  may  be  prudent  to  put  on, 
or  avoid  certain  appearances  of  concern,  for  example^ 
or  indifference,  satisfaction,  or  dislike,  where  the  utmost 
sincerity  and  candor  should  be  used,  and  would  gain 
credit,  if  no  semblance  of  art  showed  itself  in  the  in- 
advertent discourse,  perhaps  of  only  one  of  them,  the 
hazard  is  in  proportion  to  the  number.  ■  And  where 
every  one  must  be  consulted  on  every  particular  of 
common  business,  in  answering  every  letter,  &c.,  and 
one  of  them  is  offended  if  the  smallest  thmg  is  done 
without  his  consent,  the  difficulty  of  bebg  often  and 
long  enough  together,  the  different  opinions,  and  the 
time  consumed  in  debating  them,  the  interruptions  by 
new  applicants  in  the  time  of  meeting,  &c«  &c.,  occa- 
sion so  much  postponing  and  delay,  that  correspon- 
dence languishes,  occasions  are  lost,  and  the  business 
is  always  behindhand. 

I  have  mentioned  the  difficulty  of  being  often  and 
long  enough  together.    This  is  considerable,  where  they 
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aB  be  accommcxlaled  m  the  same  house;  but 
to  find  three  people  whose  tempers  are  so  goodt  and 
who  like  so  well  one  another's  company,  and  manner 
of  fiving  and  conversing,  as  to  agree  well  themselves^ 
though  being  in  one  house,  and  whose  servants  wiD 
•01  by  their  indiscretion  quairel  with  one  another,  and 
by  artful  misrepresentations  draw  their  masters  in  to 
lake  their  parts,  to  the  disturbance  of  necessary  har> 
aMmy,  these  are  difficulties  still  greater  and  almost  in* 
swmountable.  And,  in  consideration  of  the  whole,  I 
wish  Congress  would  separate  us. 

The  Spanish  galleons,  which  have  been  impatiently 
expected,  are  at  length  happily  arrived.  The  fleet  and 
army  returning  from  Brazil  is  still  out,  but  supposed 
la  be  on  the  way  homewards.  When  that  and  the 
8mth  Sea  ships  are  arrived,  it  will  appear  whether 
Spain's  accession  to  the  treaty  has  been  delayed  finr 
Ike  reasons  given,  or  whether  the  reasons  were  only 
gmo  to  excuse  the  delay. 

The  English  and  French  fleets,  of  nearly  equal  farosb 
aie  now  both  at  sea.  It  is  not  doubted,  but  that  if 
Ikey  meet,  there  will  be  a  battle ;  (or,  though  Enghnd 
through  fear  afiects  to  understand  it  to  be  still  peace, 
and  would  excuse  the  depredations  she  has  made  on 
fkft  ooounerce  of  France,  by  pretences  of  illicit  trade, 
Itc,  yet  France  considers  the  war  begun,  from  the 
lime  of  the  King's  message  to  Parliament,  5^*^mpliining 
of  the  insult  France  had  given  by  treating  with  uSi 
and  demanding  aids  to  resist  it^  and  the  answer  of 
both  Houses,  oflering  their  lives  and  fortunes.  These, 
and  the  taking  several  frigates,  are  deemed  indisputahfe 
hostilities.  Accordingly,  orders  are  given  to  all  tke 
fleets  and  armed  ships  to  return  hostilities,  and  en* 
couragement  b  offered  to  privateers,  &c  An  ambas* 
sador  from   Spain  is   indeed   gone    to    London,  and 
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joyfully  received  there,  in  the  idea  that  peace  may  be 
made  by  his  mediation.  But  as  yet  we  learn  nothing 
certain  of  his  mission,  and  doubt  his  effecting  any 
thing  of  the  kind. 

War  in  Germany  seems  to  be  inevitable,  and  this 
occasioning  great  borrowings  of  money  in  Holland  and 
elsewhere,  by  the  powers  concerned,  makes  it  more 
difficult  for  us  to  succeed  in  ours.  When  we  engaged 
to  Congress  to  pay  their  bills  for  the  interest  of  the 
sums  they  should  borrow,  we  did  not  dream  of  their 
drawing  on  us  for  other  occasions.  We  have  already 
paid  of  Congress'  drafts,  to  returned  officers,  eighQr- 
two  thousand  two  hundred  and  eleven  livres,  and  we 
know  not  how  much  more  of  that  kind  we  have  to 
pay,  because  the  Committee  have  never  let  us  know 
the  amount  of  those  drafts,  or  their  account  of  them 
never  reached  us,  and  they  still  continue  coming  in. 
And  we  are  now  surprised  with  advice  of  drafts  fitxn 
Mr.  Bingham,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand 
more.  K  you  reduce  us  to  bankruptcy  here,  by  a 
nonpayment  of  your  drafts,  consider  the  consequences. 
In  my  humble  opinion  no  drafbs  should  be  made  oo 
us  without  first  learning  from  us  that  we  shall  be  aUe 
to  answer  them. 

M.  de  Beaumarchais  has  been  out  of  town  ever 
since  the  arrival  of  your  power  to  settle  with  him.  I 
hope  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  supplies  mention- 
ed in  the  invoice  and  contract.  The  setdement  may 
be  much  better  n\ade  with  the  assistance  of  Mr. 
Deane,  we  being  not  privy  to  the  transactions.  We 
have  agreed  to  give  M.  Dumas  two  hundred  louis  a 
year,  thinking  that  he  well  deserves  it  With  great 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Frakkuk. 


m]  COEEE8FOND£NCS. 


raOM   DAVID   HARTLXT  TO   B.   nUlfKUK. 

ExeJumge  of  Pri$aneri.  —  Remarki  cKmcernmg  Peae$» 

Gokba  Sqtuuv,  14  Aagoft,  177& 

DsAR  Sib, 

I  wroce  to  you  as  kmg  ago  as  the  14th  of  the 
kfl  monUi,  to  tell  you,  thai  the  admuustration  hoe  had 
g^veo  their  coiu»ent  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  at 
Cabis»  and  that  they  would  ag^^e  to  give  any  ship  on 
your  part  a  free  passport  from  Brest  to  Calais,  upon 
your  sending  to  me  a  similar  assurance  that  any  Brit* 
iik  ship  going  to  Calais  and  for  the  purpose  of  the 
tichange  should  have  free  entrance  without  molestip 
liQD»  and  free  egress  with  the  prisoners  in  exchange^ 
I  have  again  received  a  confirmation  of  these  assur* 
anoes  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  here,  and  we  are 
BOW  waiting  for  your  answer,  after  the  receipt  of  whici^ 
the  exchange  will  be  fomarded  with  all  expedition. 

I  had  written  thus  much  to  you  by  the  last  post, 
aad  then,  as  you  know  that  peace  with  America  is 
ahrays  u|)[)ennost  in  my  thoughts  my  pen  ran  on  with 
sooie  ideas  and  propositions  to  that  end,  which  led 
me  insensibly  beyond  the  hour  of  the  post  I  see  so 
little  [Kt^bability  in  my  attempt,  b  the  present  state  of 
things  that  I  confess  I  am  quite  dLnheartened,  though 
I  caimot  ktvp  my  thoughts  from  the  subject;  but  I 
think  it  not  worth  while  to  trouble  you  with  any  more 
propositions  at  [>resent  I  am  confident,  that  the  wiahea 
of  b<ith  nations  are  for  |)eiice,  but  the  moment  any 
prn|M»siti(m  is  reduced  into  shafie  or  terms  its  virtue 
ceaxrs ;  and,  instead  of  drawing  parties  together,  it  ex* 
cites  jealous  rt'pulsions  between  them.  If  more  suc- 
cessful or  more  premising  times  should  come,  my 
thoughts  will  ever  be  upon  the  watch. 
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These  sentiments  are  suggested  to  my  mmd  upoa 
the  report  of  the  late  negotiation  between  the  Con- 
gress and  the  Commissioners.*  If  I  can  judge  of  the 
disposition  of  the  two  nations,  I  think  that  terms  of 
safe  and  honorable  mediation  might  be  offered  between 
them,  but  we  must  wait  for  the  favorable  mcxnent  A 
premature  anxiety  repels,  instead  of  inviting  its  object 
Peace  will  ever  be  my  object;  when  the  c^portunhj 
offers  favorably,  then  vnll  be  the  time  to  ntnke.  A 
man  of  feeling  cannot  be  indifferent  at  such  a  criticd 
time,  especiaUy  when  the  parties  seem  nearer  together, 
than  they  think  themselves.  Jealousies  and  punctOios 
make  the  greatest  difficulties.  If^  instead  of  the  dis- 
tance of  three  thousand  miles,  the  treaQr  were  set  on 
foot  only  at  the  distance  of  three  hundredt  and  ooq- 
ducted  with  confidence,  a  more  fortunate  end  might 
be  expected.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  fixxn  you 
Believe  me  ever  yours  most  affectkxiately, 

D.  Habtlbt. 


TO   JOHN   PAUL  JONES. 

Pwj,  6  Septanibei^  177a 
Dear  Captain, 

I  received  your  favors  of  the  24th  and  31st  of  An* 

gust    I  am  told,  by  M.  de  C ^  that  M.  de  S is 

sorry  you  did  not  go  with  M.  d'Orvilliers.    He  had  sent 

orders  for  that  purpose,  and  your  staying  at  L'Orient 

occasioned  your  missing  the  opportunity.    Your  letter 

was  sent  to  the  Prince  de  Nassau.    I  am  confident 

something  will  be  done  for  you,  though  I  do  not  yet 

know  what. 

*  Commissioners  sent  to  America  by  the  British  qiinistiy  with  pfopo- 
■isions  for  a  reconciliation.  See  Auioys  RemembriAeer^  1778|  p.  11.— 
fra$kingUnC9  Wrilingt,  Vol.  V.  pp.  344, 907,  401 ;  VoL  VL  pp.  16^  7^,  Sa 
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Dr.  Bancroft  has  been  indisposed,  and  I  hare  not 
htdy  seen  him;  but  I  bear  be  b  getting  better,  and 
suppose  he  has  written.  I  go  out  of  town  eariy  thb 
morning  for  a  few  days,  but  the  other  Commissioners 
win  answer  your  letter.  I  am  glad  you  have  procured 
a  guard  for  the  pri^ioners.  It  is  a  good  piece  of  ser- 
vice. They  have  concluded  in  England  to  send  us 
4gk  equal  number  of  ours,  and  we  expect  to-morrow 
to  send  the  passport  for  their  cartel  ship,  which  is  to 
bring  them.  If  we  are  to  deliver  theirs  at  Calsii^ 
I  should    be  for  accepting  thankfully  the  offer  you 


We  have  no  news  from  America,  but  what  comas 
through  ^gland.  Clinton's  letter  is  m  the  Lomiom 
Omzette^  and  for  style  and  coloring  is  so  like  KeppePs^ 
that  I  cannot  help  thinking  ndther  of  them  originals^ 
but  both  the  performance  of  some  under-secretarjt 
whose  business  it  is  to  cook  the  news  for  the  minis- 
ters. Upon  the  whole,  we  learn  that  the  EInglish 
army  was  well  worried  in  its  march,*  and  that  their 
whole  fleet  and  forces  are  now  bkxrked  up  in  New 
York  by  Washington  and  Gates  on  the  land  skle,  and 
by  Count  d'£staing  by  sea,  and  that  they  will  soon  be 
b  want  of  provisions.  I  sympathize  with  you  m  whtX 
I  Imow  you  must  suffer  fhom  your  present  mactiviqr; 
but  have  patience.     I  am,  tuu 

B.  FEAirKLiir. 


*  Tlw  marrh  acrmm  N«w  icrwy  to  N«w  York,  tlltfr  liw  9fmBm^ 
iM   of  PhiUael|»hiA.    DunAf  Uim   BMreh   vm   Ibagia  Um   Wotk  of 
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TO    F.   GRAICD. 

Regulations  of  Congress  respecting  Privateers. 

Paasy,  14  October,  177& 

Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  note  you  put  into  my  bands, 
contaming  a  complsunt  of  the  conduct  o(  Ci^tain  Con- 
yngham  in  the  Revenge  privateer.  We  have  no  de- 
sire to  justify  him  in  any  irregularities  he  -may  have 
committed.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  obliged  to  our 
friends,  who  give  us  mformation  of  the  misconduct  of 
any  cruisers,  that  we  may  take  the  occasion  o(  rei»^ 
sentmg  the  same  to  our  government,  and  re^nunend- 
ing  more  effectual  provisions  for  suppres^g,  punish- 
ing, and  preventing  such  practices  in  future. 

By  tbe  papers  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  en* 
closed,  and  which  I  request  you  would  put  into  the 
bands  of  his  Excellency,  Count  d'Aranda,  the  care  of 
the  Congress  to  avoid  giving  offence  to  neutral  pow* 
ers  will  appear  most  evident ;  First,  in  tbe  commissiai 
given  to  privateers,  wherein  it  appears  that  sureties 
are  taken  of  their  owners,  that  nothbg  shall  be  done 
by  them  ^inconsistent  with  the  usage  and  custom  of 
nationSy*  and  those  sureties  are  obliged  to  make  good 
aU  damages.  Courts  of  admiralty  are  regulariy  estab- 
lished in  every  one  of  the  United  States  iot  jud^ng 
of  such  matters,  to  which  courts  any  perscm  injured 
may  apply,  and  will  certainly  find  redress.  Secondlyi 
in  the  proclamation  of  Congress,  whereby  strict  orders 
are  given  to  all  officers  of  armed  vessels,  to  pay  a 
sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  and  the 
usage  and  customs  of  civilized  nations,  and  a  declara- 
tion made,  that,  if  they  transgress,  they  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  claun  the  protection  of  the  States^  but  shall 
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suffer  such  pumshment  as,  by  the  usage  and  custom 
of  nations,  may  be  mflicted  on  them.  Lastly,  b  the 
particular  care  taken  by  Congress  to  secure  the  prop- 
erty of  some  subjects  of  Portugal  (a  power  that  has 
not  been  rery  favorable  to  us),  although  no  reclama* 
&m  has  been  made. 

AH  these  wiD  show,  that  the  States  gire  no  coun* 
lenance  to  acts  of  piracy ;  and,  V  Captam  Conyngham 
has  been  guilty  of  that  crime,  he  will  certainly  be  jMi* 
tshed  for  it  when  duly  prosecuted;  for  not  only  a  re- 
gard to  justice  in  general,  but  a  strong  dispositioD  to 
cokhrate  the  friendship  of  Spain,  for  whose  sovereigti 
diey  hare  the  greatest  respect,  wiD  mduce  the  Con- 
gress to  pay  great  attention  to  erery  complamt,  pubBe 
aad  prirate,  that  shall  come  from  thence.  I  have  die 
hooor  to  be,  &c.  B.  FEAicKuir. 


TO    DATID   HARTLXT. 

ExtraetM  from  a  Scotch  S&ng.  —  Term$  of  Peace.  — 
Indi$creet  Conduct  of  the  BrUi$h  Cofnmi$$ioner$  m 
Jlmcrica, 

Vmmj,  96  Oetob«r,  1778L 

Mt  dear  Fricmd, 
I  receiied  yours  without  date,  containing  an  old 
Scotch  >on*^,  full  of  natural  sentiment  and  beautifiil 
simplicity.  I  cannot  make  an  entire  appbcatioQ  of  k 
to  present  cirrumHtances ;  but,  taking  it  in  pails,  and 
changing  persons,  some  of  it  is  extremdy  apropoB. 
FksU  Jennie  may  be  supposed  CHd  England,  and 
Jamie,  America.  Jennie  laments  the  fass  of  Jamie,  and 
rfcdlects  with  pain  his  k)ve  for  her;  hb  industry  in 
businc^ss  to  promote  her  wealth  and  wetfu^  and  htr 
own  tngmtitude. 


300  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [JRr.T^. 

"Young  Jamie  loved  me  weel, 
And  sought  me  for  bis  bride, 
But  saving  ane  crown, 
He  bad  naitbing  beside. 
To  make  tbe  crown  a  pound,  my  Jamie  ganged  to  let, 
And  tbe  crown  and  the  pound  were  all  for  me." 

Her  grief  for  this  separation  is  expressed  very  pathet- 
ically. 

"The  ship  was  a  wreck, 
^  Why  did  na  Jennie  die; 

O  why  was  I  spared 
To  cry,  Waeisme!" 

There  is  no  doubt  that  honest  Jamie  had  still  so  much 
love  for  her  as  to  pity  her  in  his  heart,  though  he 
might,  at  the  same  time,  be  not  a  litde  angry  with  her. 
Towards  the  conclusion,  we  must  change  the  per- 
sons; and  let  Jamie  be  Old  England;  Jennie,  Am^- 
ica.  Then  honest  Jennie,  having  made  a  treaty  of 
marriage  with  Gray,  expresses  her  firm  resolution  cS 
fidelity,  in  a  manner  that  does  honor  to  her  good  sense, 
and  her  virtue. 

''I  may  not  think  of  Jamie, 

For  that  would  be  a  sin. 
But  I  maun  do  my  best, 

A  gude  wife  to  be; 
For  auld  Robin  Gray 

Is  very  kind  to  me.** 

You  ask  my  sentiments  on  a  truce  for  five  or 
seven  years,  in  which  no  mention  should  be  made  of 
that  stumblingblock  to  England,  the  independence  cS 
America. 

I  must  tell  you  fairly  and  frankly,  that  there  can  be 
no  treaty  of  peace  with  us,  in  which  France  b  not 
included.  But  I  think  a  treaty  might  be  made  be- 
tween the  three  powers,  m  which  England  expressly  re- 
nouncing the  dependence  of  America  seems  no  more 
necessary,  than  her  renouncing  the  tide  of  King  of 
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FVaiice,  which  has  always  been  daimed  for  her  kings. 
Yet,  perha[>s  it  would  be  better  for  England  to  act 
not>ly  and  generously  on  the  occasion,  by  granting  more 
than  she  could,  at  [>resent,  be  compelled  to  grant; 
make  America  easy  on  the  score  of  old  claims ;  cede 
all  that  remains  m  North  America ;  and  thus  conciliate 
and  strengthen  a  young  power,  which  she  wishes  to 
have  a  future  and  serviceable  friend.  I  do  not  think 
England  would  be  a  bser  by  such  a  cession.  She 
may  hold  her  remaining  possessions  there,  but  not 
without  a  vast  exi)ense ;  and  they  would  be  the  oc* 
casion  of  constant  jeabusies,  frequent  quarrels,  and 
renewed  wars.  The  United  States,  continually  grow- 
ing stronger,  will  have  them  at  last ;  and,  by  the  got* 
erous  conduct  above  hinted  at,  all  the  mtermediate  loss 
of  blood  and  treasure  might  be  spared,  and  solid, 
lasting  px^ace  promoted.  This  seems  to  me  good  coun- 
sel, l)ut  I  know  it  c;uinot  be  foUow^ed.* 

The  frii*nd  you  mention  must  always  be  welcome 
to  me,  with  or  without  the  cheeses ;  but  I  do  not  see 
bow  his  coming  hither  could  be  of  any  use  at  present, 
imk^s  in  the  ({utility  of  a  plenipotentiary,  to  treat  of  a 
sincere  |H»arr  between  all  [mrties. 

Your  Commissioners  are  acung  very  indiscreetly  m 
America.     The\  first  sjK)ke  ver}'  disrespectfully  of  our 

*  Mr.  IIartJ<*y  hmd  wnttrn  m  fcJIowa.  ••  I  hsYV  told  ftm  belbrti,  tlHl 
any  h^^n  w  iIwit*  nrt  nptm  prare.  In  th<*  pn^wnt  ctrcmiMtaJieM  W» 
tvem  th^  tvo  rm]nth«>«,  I  can  only  Ihtnk  of  thm  pnfomHiom  to  ■»• 
iukt^.  Vmj  tniy  •«  «*«itily  inwfiiM*,  Uiat  the  immodMit  and  n^kmk 
•rkn<>«Irfi(fm«*nt  of  in(lr*{M>ml«*nc«*  mti»t  h^  a«  Kratiof  to  tliit  coontrj, 
m  I  r%n  thtt  Am«>nra  will  not  finally  d«*fMUt  from  IL  Tbo  Mtmwm  of 
ihie  <  ••nirrt'M  U>  thr*  (%»tnmi««ion4*rs  m^rnm  to  mpkj  tlli*.  WImI  tkmk 
ytm  nf  MMpcndinif  thm  p**int  U>f  Af<*  ur  aoirvo  yovi,%]r  ft  tnaeo,  ftad 
tiwt  n  •fiitti);  in  iht*  int«*nm  *hm\\  itn}M»«c'h  Ui#ir  ind^pondooeo  ?  If  ftoell 
ft  fm*^manm  %M  xhw  wiHild  bring  Um»  porti^ft  tofoth^r,  I  tkink  UMVt 
would  not  be  vantuif  a  omnbor  of  PaHkoitiil  to  pnfom  A  to  tkt 
lioua^** 

VOL.  VIU  Z 
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good  aUy.  They  have  since  caUed  in  question  the 
power  of  Congress  to  treat  with  them;  and  have  en- 
deavoured to  begin  a  dispute  about  the  detention  of 
Bui^oyne's  troops,  an  affair  which  I  conceive  not  to 
be  within  their  commission.  They  are  vainly  trying,  by 
publications,  to  excite  the  people  against  the  Congress. 
Governor  Johnstone  has  been  attempting  to  bribe  the 
members;  and,  without  the  least  regard  to  truth,  has 
asserted  three  propositions,  which,  he  says,  he  will  un- 
dertake to  prove.  The  two  first  of  them  I  know  to 
be  false,  and  I  believe  the  third  to  be  sa*  The 
Congress  have  refused  to  treat  with. the  Commisskm- 
ers,  while  he  contmues  one  of  them,  and  he  has  there- 
fore resigned. 

These  gentlemen  do  not  appear  well  qualified  for 
then*  busmess.  I  think  they  will  never  heal  the  breach^ 
but  they  may  taiden  it.  I  am,  my  very  dear  firiend, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.   FRAlfKLIir. 


*  Governor  Johnstone  was  one  of  the  British  Commiasioiiert  iat 
treatmg  with  Congress.  These  propositions  were  contained  in  a  lettar 
written  by  him  to  Francis  Dana,  a  member  of  Congresa,  and  <teted  at 
Philadelphia,  June  10th,  1778.  <' There  are  three  facts,"  said  he,  <*  whkk 
I  wish  to  assure  you  of.  First,  that  Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  28th  of  Bfareh 
last,  in  discussing  the  several  articles  we  wish  to  make  the  basis 
of  our  treaty,  was  perfectly  satidfied  they  were  beneficial  to  North 
America,  and  such  as  she  should  accept  Second,  that  this  treaty  with 
France  was  not  the  first  treaty,  that  France  had  exacted^  and  with  which 
Mr.  Simeon  Deane  had  put  to  sea,  but  granted  and  acceded  to  after  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  had  fully  changed,  after  the 
friends  to  America  had  gained  their  points  for  reconciliation,  and  solely 
with  a  view  to  disappoint  the  good  effects  of  our  endeavonn.  The 
third  fact  is,  that  Spain,  unasked,  had  sent  a  formal  message,  dii^»praii^ 
ing  of  the  conduct  of  France.** 

Subsequent  events  proved  this  third  fact  as  unfounded  m  the  two 
first  Although  Spain  did  not  accede  to  the  treaty,  yet  she  joined 
France  the  year  following  in  the  war  against  England,  and  contiiuied 
k  till  the  general  peace.  See  letter  to  Joseph  Reed,  dated  March  19lhi 
1780. 
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raOM   J0H5    CHARLES   DK   ZIK5ER5   TO  B.    FRAVKLUf.* 

Lalin  Hi$tory  of  the  .imerican  RerokUion.  —  tnqmrim 
on  that  Subject 

Translation. 

Buda,  to  Haiifvy,  96  OdoUr,  1778L 

Sir, 

I  was  bom  the  subject  of  a  great  nionarchj,  and 
under  a  government  whose  rule  is  mild ;  but  I  cannd 
teO  you  what  joy  I  feel,  when  I  hear  or  read  of  joor 
progress  in  America.  To  speak  the  truth,  I  look  upon 
jrou  and  all  the  chiefs  of  your  new  republk:,  as  angeb, 
•ent  by  Heaven  to  guide  and  comfort  the  human 
rKe.  To  give  a  public  manifestation  of  this  senti- 
ment,  I  have  composed  a  work  in  Latin,  the  title  of 
which  IS,  JSWtia  IRetorica  de  CoUnme  Fttderatie  m 
Jimericd.  I  have  also  another,  De  Firtt  Bhmtribm 
Jmeriar ;  but  I  must  wait  for  the  end  of  the  present 
war,  which  furnishes  me  abundant  materiab  for  draw* 
ing  the  character  of  your  heroes. 

I  have,  I  confess,  some  doubts  on  the  subject,  and 
far  that  reason  I  recently  went  from  Buda  to  Vienna 
to  consult  Mr.  Lee,  who  uns  there,  but  I  did  not  find 
him  upon  my  arrival ;  and  the  secretary'  of  the  Frendi 
ambassador  achisiul  me  to  address  myself  to  you.  It 
b  to  you  tlieii.  Sir,  that  I  must  apply,  and  humbly 
ask  for  information  concemini;  the  birthpbce  of  Wash* 
mgton,  IIanr(K*k,  Putnam,  (futes,  Charles  Lee,  and  Ar- 
nokl,   and   for  aneidotcvs  of   their  life.      I   can    team 


*  Thtf  lru<^  \m  run<*«i«,  t«  nhowiiiK  the  isitefr«t  Ukea  to  Amrrkaa 
aBktri  rvrn  in  th<*  mnoii*  \mrU  tif  Europe.  Dr.  Fraiiklia  rf^eivtil 
■Mfij  l<*urri  of  ft  ftiouUr  chftrtcter,  wriUeii  fWmi  mt%Ay  all  tlie  fottntrtoi 
of  fain>pr,  and  in  vtr»tMi«  Itn^tfec,  but  osoftljr  in  Ltlia,  FroftcK,  Qm^ 
«ir  luliftfi. 
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nothing  on  the  subject  from  the  newspapers,  particu- 
larly with  regard  to  Arnold.  They  sometimes  make 
him  out  a  German  from  Mentz,  then  an  American 
ftx>m  Connecticut,  then  an  ex-capuchin,  then  a  Nor- 
wich grocer.*  As  for  you.  Sir,  I  take  you  for  a  Bos- 
tonian,  a  superior  genius,  and  a  principal  instrument  in 
all  things  during  the  war.  Amongst  other  particulars, 
I  should  like  to  know  the  truth  of  what  several  pa- 
pers mention,  that  Charies  Lee  did  not  do  his  duty 
at  Monmouth  in  New  Jersey,  and  that  Congress  dis- 
missed him  for  misconduct  I  will  suspend  my  judg- 
ment until  I  hear  from  you,  if  you  should  think  proper 
to  favor  me  with  an  answer. 

If  you  can  m  any  way  make  me  useful  to  you,  do 
but  command,  and  I  shall  be  most  happy.  I  have  ac- 
quaintances in  Hungary,  and  a  great  many  in  Vienna. 
I  believe,  indeed,  that  it  is  far  less  important  for  you  at 
present  to  have  connexions  with  Austria,  than  to  come 
before  the  world  as  a  sovereign  state,  independent  of 
England.  You  are  very  wise  in  this;  but  Mr.  Lee 
did  not  come  at  the  right  moment  He  should  have 
taken  another  road,  as  I  will  write  to  you  by  and  by. 

Have  the  kindness  to  solve  the  doubts  I  have  men- 
tioned to  you,  and  to  grant  me  your  favor  and  your 
friendship,  which  I  should  regard  as  the  greatest  bless- 
ing of  my  life.  I  shall  feel  it  a  duty  to  obey  any  of 
your  commands,  and  to  remain  always,  with  the  most 
profound  respect,  &c. 

John  Charles  de  ZiirKERN.f 


*  A  person  in  Mcntz,  by  the  name  of  Arnold,  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
making  inquiries  about  General  Arnold.  The  writer  said,  he  had  a  ton, 
who  lefl  him  in  early  life,  and  whom  he  suspected  to  be  the  distill- 
goished  general  of  tliat  name  in  the  American  army. 

fM.de  Zinnern  signed  himself,  ^Prefect  of  the  Imperial  and  Royal 
Academy  at  Buda." 
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FROM    SAMUEL   COOPER   TO   B.    FRAKKUK. 

TV  Marqins  de  Lafayette.  —  Chunt  (tE$tamg.  — 
Propo$ed  Inwuum  of  Canada^ 

Boitoii,  4  Itiniarj,  17791 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  wOl  do  me  the  honor  to 
be  the  bearer  of  this  letter.  This  young  noblenm 
has  done  honor  to  his  nation,  as  well  as  to  hunseIC  t^ 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  served  these  States.  Hii 
mtrepidity  and  alertness  in  the  field  are  highly  distin* 
gubhed.  Wis  pnidencc  and  good  temper  are  equally 
remarkable.  He  is  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  m 
Congress,  in  the  army,  and  through  the  States;  and, 
though  we  are  not  without  parties,  and  his  stuatioD 
has  been  sometimes  vety  delicate,  I  have  never  heard 
that  he  has  made  a  single  enemy.  He  has  gone 
through  great  fatigues,  he  has  &ced  uncommon  dan- 
gers, he  has  bled  for  our  country,  and  leaves  it,  as  fiv 
»  I  am  able  to  find,  with  universal  appbuse.  In 
short,  hLs  wholt*  coiulurt,  both  pubUc  and  private,  ap* 
peani  to  mv  to  have  bcrn  most  happily  adapted  to 
sene  the  gn»at  purix^se  of  the  alliance,  and  cement 
the  two  nations.  Justice  ol)liges  me  to  make  this 
mention  of  one,  who  has  done  so  much  for  our  couB* 
tr}%  as  utll  as  his  own,  and  fnnn  whose  acquaintance, 
with  whic  h  ht3  has  honon^d  me,  I  have  received  the 
greatr«it  pU»a»iiin\  His  acquaintance  with  our  mifitvy 
and  (N>li(i(;il  affairs  will  enatile  him  to  give  you  many 
detajl.N  ^luth  cannot  t^asily  be  conveyed  by  writing.* 

You  will  hrar,  bffon'  this  reaches  you,  of  what  has 
Ih^'u  ilmc  in  this  quarter  by  the  armament  under  the 

*  Mr.  rAHiiK  h«rl,  »bo  httl  lately  arrived  la  Um  Uniled 
Kun^fir,  mnAc  as  foOowt  to  Dr.  PrmakHa,  m  a  Utttr  islM  U 
VOL.   VIIL  39  I* 
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orders  of  the  Count  d'Estaing.  The  abilities  of  this 
commander,  his  bravery,  and  zeal  for  our  common 
cause,  are  indisputably  great  No  man  could  have 
done  more  in  his  situation,  than  he  has  done.  He 
was  unfortunate  in  the  weather  he  met  with,  which 
greatly  delayed  his  passage  to  these  seas,  gave  an 
opportunity  to  the  British  navy  and  army  to  escape 
from  Philadelphia,  snatched  a  victory  from  him  off 
Rhode  Island,' and  put  his  fleet  in  such  a  condition^ 
that  he  was  indispensably  obliged  to  leave  that  place 
at  a  critical  time,  which  occasioned  reflections  fix>m 

phia,  October  30th,  1778.  Speaking  of  the  return  of  the  Marquis  de  Lir 
fayette   to  France,  he  says; 

<<  No  one  but  himself  has  known  how  to  reconcile  the  dashing  pw- 
ties  of  this  continent  to  his  own  views.  By  this  you  may  judge  not 
only  of  his  amiable  character,  but  of  his  discretion.  The  resolves  and 
letters  of  Congress  in  his  favor  will  show  you  their  sense  of  fab 
merit,  arid  I  do  assure  you,  Jthat  the  sentiments  of  the  people  it 
large,  and  of  the  army,  are  the  same.  These  public  testimonies  being 
extremely  agreeable  to  him,  I  hope  you  will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take, 
as  his  friend,  of  hinting  to  you  what  a  satisfaction  it  will  bo  to  Ins 
noble  family,  that  the  ministry  should  be  acquainted  by  you,  rather  than 
any  one  else,  of  the  opinion  entertained  of  him  here ;  for  which  reason, 
may  it  not  be  proper  to  put  the  resolves  and  letters  into  the  hands  of 
the  ministry  instantly  on  the  receipt  of  them,  and  before  the  Marqois 
makes  his  appearance  at  Versailles? 

<*  I  am  sure  all  tlie  consequence  he  can  derive  from  the  influence  of 
his  family,  or  from  his  own  merit,  will  be  exerted  for  our  interests,  be- 
t;ausc  he  thinks  them  blended  with  those  of  his  nation;  and  I  know; 
that  personally  he  ardently  desires  to  cultivate  your  friendship  and  to 
merit  your  esteem.  He  will  inform  you  of  the  parties  in  our  Congresi^ 
and  in  our  army ;  parties,  which,  at  anotiier  time,  might  have  been  ft- 
tal,  and  arc  now  danj^erous.  There  are  seeds  of  great  einls  scattered 
abroad,  and  I  am  much  afraid  that  there  are  some  among  ns,  who  would 
ape  Cromwell  if  they  could  disgust  our  Fairfax  so  much  as  to  make  him 
seek  retirement ;  and,  to  effect  this,  no  endeavours  are  wanting  of  those, 
who  are  his  enemies  and  the  enemies  of  every  one,  who  is  an  obstacle 
to  the  gratification  of  Uieir  private  ambition." 

Mr.  Carmichael  here  alludes  to  the  cabal  against  General  Washing- 
ton. See  Washington's  U'rittngs,  Vol.  1.  p.  2GC;  Vol.  V.  pp.  463-518. 
For  the  resolves  and  letters  of  Congress,  respecting  Genera]  Lafayette, 
see  also  Vol.  VI.  pp.  601-507. 
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tome,  thai  were  uomerited.  He  bore  aD  with  a  man* 
\y  patieoce  and  uncommoD  prudence.  I  admired  hii 
firmnessi  silence,  and  condescension.  He  relied  on  llie 
pruoTs  he  had  given  of  attachment  to  our  cause,  and 
of  the  capacity  and  undauntedness  with  which  he  had 
prosecuted  the  service  upon  which  he  was  sent 

The  account  he  gave  of  the  reasons  for  coming  to 
Boston  with  his  fleet,  before  the  Council  of  this  Sute^ 
not  only  satisfied  that  body,  but  gave  them  a  high 
idea  of  his  merits  as  a  commander.  The  prejudices 
of  a  few  soon  vanished,  which  had  been  raised  by  an 
honest  but  indiscreet  warmth  in  some  oflScers  empbj* 
ed  m  the  ex[)editicm  against  Rhode  Island.  His  of* 
6cers  imitated  their  commander  in  preserving  the  best 
order  through  the  fleet  during  their  residence  here; 
everybody  admired  the  peaceable,  inoffensive,  courteous 
behaviour  of  such  a  number  of  men,  and  the  Count 
left  us  on  the  4th  of  November  hist,  with  the  strongest 
impressions  of  esteem  and  affection  for  him,  of  the 
friendship  of  his  court  and  nation  for  us,  and  of  the 
Mperior  onier  and  civility  prevailing  in  the  French 
forces.  He  is  gone,  it  is  conjectured  (for  nobody  pre* 
lends  ti>  km»w),  for  the  West  Indies.  We  ho|)e,  if 
the  war  continues  to  see  him  in  the  spring,  and  that 
Canada  uill  bv  ure.stiHl  from  the  British  power.  This 
may  t)e  (^umIv  done  by  a  joint  invasion  by  sea  and 
land,  {)ro\i(iecl  our  fuiances  will  allow  us  to  support 
an  army ;  but  the  depri'ciation  of  our  money  is  so 
great,  that  I  (vivr  our  inability  to  do  this,  unless  we 
havf*  as>istan(  e  and  ran  procure  kxms  from  abroad.  If 
such  a  pbn  of  oiK*rations  i.s  adopted,  FVance  must 
give  us  the  most  unequivocal  assurances,  that  she 
mesuis  not  to  n'sumt»  the  government  of  Canada,  but 
to  in(  4>r}^>ratt*  it  with  the  Unite<l  States.  This  is  her 
true  interv>t,  ajid  is  so  agreeable  to  the  principles  and 
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basis  of  the  alliance,  that  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
she  intends  it,  and  it  will  only  be  needful  to  make 
known  her  intentions  in  the  most  expUcit  mann^,  at 
least  to  us.* 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  of  the  continu- 
ance of  your  health  and  vivacity.  Though  it  b  Icmg 
since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  line  from  you,  I 
am  sure  you  do  not  forget  one,  who  is,  with  the  great- 
est respect  and  the  warmest  friendship,  ever  yours, 

Samuel  Cooper. 


TO    RALPH   IZARD.f 

Financial  JIffairs  of  the  United  States  in  Europe* 

Passy,  4  Janoary,  1779L 

Sir, 
Your  intimation,  that  you  expect  more  money  from 
us,  obliges  us  to  expose  to  you  our  drcumstanoea. 
Upon  the  supposition,  that  Congress  had  borrowed  m 
America  but  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  twenty-five 
millions  of  livres,  and  relymg  on  the  remittances  intend- 
ed to  be  sent  to  us,  for  answering  other  demands,  we 
gave  expectations  that  we  should  be  able  to  pay  here 
the  interest  of  that  sum,  as  a  means  of  supporting  the 
credit  of  the  currency.  The  Congress  have  boirowed 
near  twice  that  sum,  and  are  now  actually  drawing  on 
us  for  the  interest,  the  bills  appearing  here  daily  for 

*  Concerning  this  proposed  Canada  expedition,  aee  Sfaru's  Ljfr  |f 
WoMhingtorij  2d  ed.  p.  287. 

t  Tliis  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  but  intended  to  be  aigned 
by  tlie  Commissioners  jointly.  On  the  back  of  the  manuscript  m  thi 
following  endorsement  •*  Rough  draft  of  a  proposed  letter  in  answer 
to  one  from  Mr.  Izard  to  Uie  CommiasionerB,  dated  January  9d."  Ai 
it  is  here  called  the  draft  of  a  propostd  letter,  it  may  possibly  nefVr 
hare  been  sent 
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aooepcmnce.  Their  distress  for  money  in  America  has 
been  m  great,  from  the  enormous  expense  of  ike  war^ 
that  they  have  also  been  induced  to  draw  on  us  for 
ftry  iai^^e  sums,  to  stop  other  pressing  demands;  and 
diey  haie  not  been  able  to  purchase  remittances  for 
■s  to  the  extent  they  proposed;  and,  of  what  they 
hare  sent,  much  has  been  taken  or  treacherously  car- 
ried  into  England ;  only  two  small  cargoes  of  tobacco 
having  arrived,  and  they  are  long  since  mortgaged  to 
the  Farmers  General,  so  that  they  produce  us  nothings 
but  leave  us  expenses  to  pay. 

The  Continental  vessels  of  H-ar,  which  oxne  to 
Fnmce,  have  likewise  required  great  sums  of  us,  to 
furnish  or  refit  them,  and  supply  the  men  with  neces- 
saries. The  prisoners,  too,  who  escape  fixHn  England, 
cbim  a  very  expensive  assistance  from  us,  and  are 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  scanty  aUowance  we  are 
able  to  afTortl  them.  The  interest  biUs  above  men* 
tkmed,  of  the  drawing  of  which  we  have  received  no- 
lioe,  amount  to  two  milUons  and  a  halC  and  we  have 
Mt  a  fifth  part  of  the  sum  m  our  banker's  hands  to 
answer  them.  And  large  orders  to  us  from  Congress 
for  supplies  c>f  cbthing,  arms,  and  ammunitkm,  remain 
tmcomplied  with  for  want  of  money. 

In  thui  situation  of  our  afiairs,  we  hope  you  wiD  not 
insist  on  our  giving  you  a  farther  credit  with  our 
banker,  witli  whcnn  we  are  daily  in  danger  of  having 
no  farther  credit  ourselves.  It  is  not  a  year  since  yoQ 
receivcMl  fn)ni  us  the  sum  of  two  thousand  guineas^ 
which  you  thought  necessary  on  account  of  your  be- 
ing to  set  out  immediately  for  Florence.  Tou  have 
not  bcurred  the  exfjense  of  that  journey.  You  are  a 
gentleman  of  fortune.  You  did  not  come  to  France 
with  any  dependrnce  on  being  maintained  here  wtdi 
your  family  at  the  expense  of  the   United  States^  m 
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the  time  of  their  distress,  and  without  rendering  them 
the  equivalent  service  they  expected. 

On  all  these  considerations  we  should  rather  hope» 
that  you  would  be  willing  to  reimburse  us  the  sum 
we  have  advanced  to  you,  if  it  may  be  done  with  any 
possible  convenience  to  your  afiairs.  Such  a  supply 
would  at  least  enable  us  to  relieve  more  liberally  our 
unfortunate  countrymen,  who  have  long  been  prbonerSi 
stripped  of  every  thing,  of  whom  we  daily  expect  to 
have  near  three  hundred  upon  our  hands  by  the  ex- 
change.   We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


TO  THE   COMMITTEE    OF   FOREIGX   AFFAIRS. 

Money  adcanced  to  Mr.  Izard  and  Mr.  Lee. 

Paasy,  15  Jtimary,  1779L 
GEirrLEMEN, 

It  being  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  give  the  dearett 
account  to  Congress  of  the  disbursement  of  their  m<m^ 
intrusted  to  us;  and  as  I  apprehend  our  advancmg 
to  Mr.  William  Lee  and  Mr.  Ralph  Izard  so  large  ft 
sum  as  four  thousand  guineas  at  once,  in  Febniaijt 
1778,  without  any  order  of  Congress  for  so  doing,  and 
at  a  time  when  money  was  much  wanted  to.  fulfil  their 
actual  orders  in  the  purchase  of  arms,  &C.,  may  sub* 
ject  the  Commissioners  to  censure,  I  thmk  it  right  and 
necessary  to  relate  the  circumstances,  that  they  may 
be  communicated  to  our  constituents. 

Those  gendemen,  then,  having  represented  to  Bfr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Lee,  and  myself,  that,  though  they  had 
received  commissions  to  go  and  reside  at  the  courts 
of  Berlm,  Vienna,  and  Florence,  no  provision  had  ar- 
rived for  their  subsistence ;  that  they  were  nearly  ready 
to  set  out  for  their  respective  destinations,  but  wanted 
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money  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  journeys;  for 
which,  they  therefore  requested  us  to  furnish  them  with 
a  crwlit  on  our  banker;  —  the  Commissioners,  fearigig 
that  the  public  interests  might  possibly  suflTer,  if  tboee 
journeys  were  delayed  till  the  necessarj'  provisbn  or 
orders  should  arrive  from  America,  thought  they  might 
be  justified  in  giving  such  a  credit,  for  the  expense 
of  those  journeys;  and  Mr.  Lee,  being  aaked  what 
•Qm  he  imagined  would  be  necessary,  said^  justly,  that 
the  expense  of  his  journey  could  not  be  exactly  a»- 
certain^  bef<>rehand;  but,  if  he  were  empowered  to 
draw  on  our  banker,  he  should  certamly  only  take 
from  time  to  time  what  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
tfierefore  it  was  of  little  importance  for  what  sum  the 
credit  should  he  onlered  ;  it  would  however  look  hand* 
some  and  confidential,  if  the  sum  were  two  thousand 
bois.  We  thereupon,  confiding  that  no  more  of  this 
money  would  be  taken  out  of  our  disposition,  than  the* 
expenses  of  the  journeys  as  they  should  accrue,  did 
frankly  but  unwarily  give  the  orders. 

Mr.  Deane  and  myself  were,  however,  soon  surprised 
with  the  intelligence,  that  the  gentlemen  had  gone  di* 
rertly  to  the  hanker,  and  by  virtue  of  these  orders  had 
taken  nut  of  otir  account  the  whole  sum  mentionedt 
and  c:uTie<l  it  to  their  own ;  k»aving  the  money  indeed 
in  hiH  hnnils  but  n*quiring  his  receipt  for  it  as  t^^ 
monf*v,  for  which  h«*  wa^*  to  be  accountable  to  them 
onh. 

This  en<imiou!i  sum  havini;  been  received  by  those 
gentlemen  not  abo%-e  ten  months  1  was  still  more  sur^ 
pri>ed,  when  the  fdlnwing  leit<TS  were  communicated 
to  me  by  my  present  collf*agues,  reqtiiring  more  money. 
My  rolleamH',  ^Jr.  Adams,  was  at  first  as  much  sor* 
pris^^l   as  myvOf. • 


*  Hert  the  nAfiiMcniit  Vre«lw  ofl^  tpptrtaClj  b  ta 
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FROM   DAVID   HARTLEY   TO   B.    FRANKUIT. 

Jlie  Alliance  between  France  and  the  United  SSatei 
.        an  Obstacle  to  Peace. 

London,  23  Janouy,  1779. 

My  dear  Friend, 

Tou  know  my  constant  and  earnest  desire  (or  peace. 
Ton  are  so  fully  possessed  of  my  principles  upon  these 
subjects,  that  you  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  the  fourth  letter  on  the  American 
war,  lately  written  by  a  member  of  Parliament  in  this 
country  to  his  constituents,  do  perfectly  accord  with 
mine.* 

In  your  letter  of  26th  October  last,  you  seem  to 
express,  that  a  visit  from  a  friend  would  not  be  un- 
welcome, if  that  friend  were  in  the  character  of  {deni- 
'  potentiary,  to  treat  of  a  sincere  peace  between  all  par- 
ties. Tou  must  know  from  the  course  of  public  trans- 
actions in  England,  that  the  alliance  between  France 
and  America  is  a  great  stumblingblocL  Whatever  en- 
gagements America  may  have  entered  into,  they  may, 
at  least  by  consent  of  parties,  be  relmquished  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  so  material  an  obstacle  to  any 
general  treaty  of  free  and  unengaged  parties.  If  the 
parties  could  meet  for  the  sake  of  peace,  upon  free 
and  open  ground,  I  should  think  that  a  very  fair  pro- 
position to  be  offered  to  the  people  of  England,  and 
an  equitable  proposition  in  itself.  The  universal  de- 
struction attending  war  to  all  parties  ought  to  be  a 
motive   for   the  restoration   of  peace,  superseding  all 

and  it  is  uncertain  ^vliether  this  letter  was  sent    The  subcUnce  of  1^ 
however,  is  contained  in  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Aftin^ 
dated  May  SOUi,  1779. 
*  The  letters  were  written  by  Mr.  HarUey,  and  publiihed  by  ^ 
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minute  consideratbns.  ^Knowing  the  sincerity  of  your 
desire  for  peace,  I  thn>w  out  to  you  the  cursory 
thoughts,  which  present  themselves  to  me,  to  take  the 
chance  of  starting  any  idea,  which  may  lead  to  thai 
blessed  end    I  am  yours  affectionately, 

G.  B.* 


TO    MRS.   MAROARXT  STKTKKiOK. 

Frwate  Incidents.  — JWt  Mode  of  limng  in  F)ranee. 

PtMj,  35  JaiNMfj,  17791 

It  is  always  with  great  pleasure,  when  I  think  of 
oar  long  continued  friendship,  which  had  not  the  least 
iMevTuption  in  the  course  of  twenty  years  (Bome  of 
tlie  happiest  of  my  life),  that  I  spent  under  your  roof 
and  in  your  company.  If  I  do  not  write  to  you  as 
often  as  I  used  to  do,  when  I  happened  to  be  absent 
from  you,  it  b  owing  partly  to  the  pfesent  diflScuky 
of  sure  communication,  and  partly  to  an  apprehenskm 
of  some  inconvenience,  that  my  correspondence  might 
possibly  ocr;ision  you.  Be  assua^d,  my  dear  friendt 
that  my  reganl,  esteem,  and  affection  for  you,  are  not 
a  th«*  least  impain*d  or  diminished ;  and  that,  if  dr* 
cumstances  wduKi  |H*nnit,  nothing  would  afford  me  so 
much  satisfaction,  «ns  to  be  with  you  in  the  same  bouse, 
anil  to  ex|)t*nenre  n^im  your  faithful,  tender  care,  and 
attenti«in  to  my  interests,  health,  and  comfortable  living, 
wbii  h  so  lofi^  and  steadily  attached  me  to  you,  and 
which  I  shall  ever  n-member  with  K^titude. 

I  thought  I  had  mentioned  to  you  before,  (and  I 
bebere  I  di<l,  though  my  letter  may  have  miscarried,) 
that  I   had  received   the  white  cloth   suit,  the  sword^ 
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and  the  saddle  for  Temple,  all  in  good  order.  I  meo- 
tion  them  now  again,  because  Polly  tells  me  you  had 
not  heard  of  their  arrival  I  wore  the  clothes  a  good 
deal  last  summer.  There  is  one  thmg  more^  that  I 
wish  to  have,  if  you  should  meet  with  an  opportu- 
nity of  sending  it.  I  mean  the  copper  pot,  lined  with 
silver,  to  roast  fowls  m  by  means  of  a  heater.  I  should 
also  be  glad  of  the  piece  of  elephant's  tooth.  It  is 
old  ivory,  perhaps  of  the  time  before  the  flood,  and 
would  be  a  rarity  to  some  friends  here.  But  I  doubt 
you  will  not  be  able  to  send  them. 

I  rejoice  to  learn,  that  your  health  is  estabfished, 
and  that  you  live  pleasandy  in  a  country  town^  with 
agreeable  neighbours,  and  have  your  dear  childm 
about  you.  My  love  to  every  one  of  them.  I  long 
to  see  them  and  you;  but  the  times  do  not  permit 
me  the  hope  of  it  Why  do  you  never  write  to  met 
I  used  to  love  to  read  your  letters,  and  I  regret  your 
long  silence.  T^^^^J  ^^^  seasoned  with  good  sense 
and  friendship,  and  even  your  spelling  pleased  me. 
Polly  knows  I  think  the  worst  spelling  the  best  I 
do  not  write  to  her  by  this  conveyance.  You  will  let 
her  know,  that  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  her  pleas- 
ing letter,  dated  the  Uth  instant  I  shall  now  only 
observe  to  you  upon  it,  that  I  know  not  how  the 
patent  can  be  taken  out  in  Jacob's  name.  I  am  sure 
he  had  no  claim  to  it;  for  when  I  first  proposed  to 
him  the  making  of  such  wheels  at  Mr.  Yiny's,  m  the 
country,  he  objected  to  it  as  impracticable.  But  Mr. 
Viny,  who  seized  the  thought,  and  carried  it  into  exe- 
cution, had  certainly  the  best  right  to  the  patent  I 
wish  he  would  send  me  a  good  drawmg,  with  the 
proportions,  of  the  litde  carriage  with  horses,  which 
his  children  came  once  in  to  see  us.  How  do  they 
all  do,  and  particularly  my  littie  patient  Bessum? 
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Since  my  coming  here,  I  have  been  told,  that  Mr. 
Henley,  the  linen-draper,  had  said,  on  my  gomg  to 
America,  that  I  had  gone  away  in  hb  debt  I  can 
hardly  believe  it  Let  me  know  if  you  have  heard 
such  flkhing,  and  what  is  the  meaning  of  it  I  thought 
be  had  been  fuUy  paid,  and  still  think  so,  and  shaB, 
tS  I  am  assured  of  the  contrary.  Let  me  know,  at 
fhe  same  time,  how  my  account  stands  with  you. 

You  wish  to  know  how  I  live.  It  is  in  a  fine  house, 
ikuated  in  a  neat  village,  on  high  ground,  half  a  mile^ 
from  Paris,  with  a  lai^e  garden  to  walk  in.  I  have 
abundance  of  acquaintance,  dine  abroad  six  days  in 
teten.  Sundays  I  reserve  to  dme  at  home,  with  suck 
Americans  as  pass  this  way;  and  I  then  have  mj 
grandson  Hen,  with  some  other  American  chiklreB 
torn  the  school 

If  being  treated  with  all  the  poBteneas  of  France, 
ad  the  apparent  respect  and  esteem  of  aO  ranks,  from 
die  hi^est  to  the  lowest,  can  make  a  roan  happy,  I 
ought  to  be  so.  Indeed,  I  have  nothing  to  compbla 
oC  but  a  little  too  much  business,  and  the  want  of 
that  order  and  economy  in  my  family,  which  reigned 
a  it  when  under  your  prudent  direction.  My  paper 
gives  me  only  room  to  add,  that  I  am  ever  yours 
most  affectionately, 

B.  FnAifKuir. 


^  Winian  Tt*mple  Krankhn  my  the  diilaiic*  wm  •*  «boal  a  iMfW^* 
■»«oifif ,  prub«bl),  fnun  the  c<*otr«l  parU  iif  Uh*  cft|iiUl ;  wlierrM  Dr. 
rrmakliii  h»Tr'  ri*rk(>n«  the  disUiicr  fruoi  tli<*  «*itmiie  part  of  U)«  ctif 
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TO    DAVID    HARTUBT. 

Answer  to  Propositions  for  quitting  the  jSUiance 
with  France.  0 

Paflsy*  3  Febmuy,  1779L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  23d  past,  m 
which  you  mention,  "  that  the  alliance  between  France 
and  America  is  the  great  stumbUngblock  in  the  way 
of  making  peace;"  and  you  go  on  to  observe,  that 
^^  whatever  engagements  America  may  have  entered 
into,  they  may,  at  least  by  consent  of  parties,  be  relkh 
quishedj  for  the  purpose  of  removing  so  material  an 
obstacle  to  any  general  treaty  of  free  and  unengaged 
parties;"  adding,  that,  ^'if  the  parties  could  meet  for 
the  sake  of  peace  upon  free  and  open  ground,  you 
should  think  that  a  very  fair  proposition* to  be  offered 
to  the  people  of  England,  and  an  equitable  proposi- 
tion in  itself," 

The  long,  steady,  and  kind  regard  you  have  shown 
for  the  welfare  of  America,  by  the  whole  tenor  of 
your  conduct  in  Parliament,  satisfies  me,  that  this  pro* 
position  never  took  its  rise  with  you,  but  has  been 
suggested  from  some  other  quarter ;  and  that  your  ex- 
cess of  humanity,  your  love  of  peace,  and  your  fear 
for  us,  that  the  destruction  we  are  threatened  witfi 
will  certainly  be  effected,  have  thrown  a  mist  before 
your  eyes,  which  hindered  you  from  seeing  the  ma- 
lignity and  mischief  of  it.  We  know  that  your  IQng 
hates  Whigs  and  Presbyterians ;  that  he  thirsts  for  our 
blood,  of  which  he  has  already  drunk  large  draughts; 
that  weak  and  unprincipled  ministers  are  ready  to  exe- 
cute the  wickedest  of  his  orders,  and  his  venal  Par- 
Uament  equally  ready  to   vote   them  just    Not  the 
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taallest  appeanmcc  of  a  reason  can  be  imagined,  ca* 
pable  of  inducing  us  to  think  of  relinquishing  a  solid 
alliance  with  one  of  the  most  amiable,  as  well  as  moiC 
powerful  princes  of  Europe,  for  the  expectation  of 
unknown  terms  of  peace,  to  be  afterwards  offered  to 
19  by  Much  a  ffooeniment ;  a  government,  that  has  al- 
ready shamefully  broken  all  the  compacts  it  ever  made 
with  us.  This  b  worse  than  advising  us  to  drop  the 
substance  for  the  shadow.  The  dog,  after  he  found 
his  mistake,  might  |K>ssiblT  have  recovered  his  mutton; 
but  we  could  never  hope  to  be  trusted  again  by  France, 
or  indeed  by  any  other  nation  under  heaven.  Ncr 
does  there  appear  any  more  necessity  for  dissolving 
an  alliance  with  Prance,  before  you  can  treat  with  0% 
tkan  there  would  of  dissoivmg  your  alliance  with  Hoi* 
land,  or  your  unbn  with  Scotland,  before  we  could 
treat  with  you.  Ours  is,  therefore,  no  material  obetack 
to  a  treaty,  as  you  suppose  it  to  be.  Had  Lord  Nofth 
been  the  author  of  such  a  proposition,  aO  the  woiid 
would  have  said  it  was  insidious,  and  meant  only  to 
deceive  and  divide  us  from  our  frienda,  and  then  to 
ruin  us ;  supposing  our  fears  might  l)e  so  strong  aa 
to  pnx!un?  an  acceptance  of  it  But,  thanks  to  God^ 
that  is  n<»t  the  casi\  We  have  long  since  settled  aO 
the  account  in  our  own  minds.  We  know  the  worst 
you  can  do  to  us  if  you  have  your  wish,  is,  to  con- 
fiscate our  estates  and  take  our  lives,  to  rob  and  miur* 
der  us ;  and  this  you  have  schmi  we  are  ready  to  has- 
ml,  rathtT  than  come  again  under  your  detested  gov* 
emment.  • 

Vou  nuist  ohfUTve,  my  dear  friend,  that  I  am  a  little 
warm.  Excuse  me.  It  is  over.  Only  let  me  coun- 
sd  you  not  to  think  of  Immu^  sc^nt  hither  on  so  fruit- 
leas  an  errand,  as  that  of  making  such  a  (Hxipositioo. 

It  putji  me  in  mind  of  the  comic  barcc  entitfed,  Uad 
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sendf  or  The  Wreckers.  You  may  have  forgotten  it; 
but  I  will  endeavour  to  amuse  you  by  recollecting  a 
little  of  it 

Scene.    MounVs  Bay. 

[A  ship  riding  at  anchor  in  a  great  storm.  A  lee 
shore  full  of  rocks,  and  lined  with  people^  furnished 
mih  axes  and  carriages  to  cut  up  wrecks^  knock  the 
sailors  on  the  head,  and  carry  off  the  plunder;  accord' 
ing  to  custonu] 

1st  Wrecker.  This  ship  rides  it  out  longer  than  I 
expected;  she  must  have  good  ground  tackle. 

2rf  Wrecker.  We  had  better  send  oflF  a  boat  to 
her,  and  persuade  her  to  take  a  pilot,  who  can  af- 
terwards run  her  ashore,  where  we  can  best  come 
at  her. 

3d  Wrecker.  I  doubt  whether  the  boat  can  live  m 
this  sea;  but  if  there  are  any  brave  fellows  willing 
to  hazard  themselves  for  the  good  of  the  public,  and 
a  double  share,  let  them  say  ay. 

Several  Wreckers.  I,  I,  I,  I. 
[The  boat  goes  off,  and  comes  under  the  shifs  stenu] 

Spokesman.   So  ho,  the  ship,  ahoa! 

Captain.   HuUoa. 

Sp.   Would  you  have  a  pilot? 

Capt.  No,  no! 

Sp.  It  blows  hard,  and  you  are  m  danger. 

Capt.  I  know  it 

Sp.  Will  you  buy  a  better  cable?  We  have  one 
in  the  boat  here. 

Capt.   What  do  you  ask  for  it? 

Sp.  Cut  that  you  have,  and  then  we  '11  talk  about 
'the  price  of  this. 

Capt.  I  shall  do  no  such  foolish  thmg.  I  have 
lived  in  your  parish  formerly,  and  know  the  heads  of 
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je  too  weO  to  trust  ye ;  keep  off  fix>ra  my  cable  there; 
I  sec  you  have  a  mind  to  cut  it  yourselves.  If  yoo 
go  any  nearer  to  it,  I  *11  fire  mto  you  and  sink  you. 

S^.  It  Lh  a  damned  rotten  French  cable,  and  will 
part  of  itself  in  half  an  hour.  Where  will  you  be  theOt 
Captain?     You  had  better  take  our  offer. 

Cupt.  You  offer  nothing,  you  rogues,  but  treach- 
ery and  mischief.  My  cable  b  good  and  strong,  and 
wUI  hold  bng  enough  to  baulk  all  your  projects. 

i5^  You  talk  unkindly.  Captain,  to  people  who 
came  here  only  for  your  good. 

CapL  I  know  you  came  for  all  our  goodi^  but,  by 
God*s  help,  you  shall  have  none  of  them;  you  shall 
not  serve  us  as  you  did  the  Indiamen. 

Sp.  Come,  my  lads,  let's  be  gone.  This  feOow 
is  not  so  great  a  fool  as  we  took  him  to  be. 


TO  DAVID   HARTLEY. 

PtMjr,  99  T^hmuf^  177SL 

Dear  Sir, 
I  re<^ived  your  proposition  for  removing  the  stum- 
Uin^bkM'k.  Your  constant  desire  of  peace  ought  to 
endear  you  to  both  sides;  but  this  propoMtkxi  seems 
to  Ih'  naturally  imprarticable.  We  can  never  think  of 
quitting  a  M>li(i  alliaiuv,  made  and  ratilied,  in  order  to 
be  in  a  state  for  n*reivin^  unknown  proposals  of  peaoei 
whirh  may  v;uiLsh  in  the  discussion.  The  truth  ii| 
we  have  no  kind  (4  faith  in  your  K<)venuiient,  which 
app<*arH  to  US  as  insiilious  and  dt^ceitful  as  it  is  unjust 
an<i  cnivl ;  its  character  is  that  of  the  Spider  m  Thom« 
son, 

Miiturr  »bh'>iT«sl !  *• 

Besides,  we  cannot  see  the  necesnly  of  our  rein* 
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quishing  our  alliance  with  France  in  order  to  a  trea- 
ty,  any  more  than  of  your  relinquishing  yours  with 
Holland.    I  am,  very  affectionately,  yours, 

N.  A.* 


TO    PATRICK   HENRY,   OOTERNOR   OF   YIROINIA. 

On  the  Subject  of  procuring  military  Supplies  in 
Europe  for  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Vnmfj  96  Febnmiy,  ITTtt. 

Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receivmg  your  Excellency's  let- 
ter of  March  3d,  1778,  by  Captain  Lemaire,  acquaint* 
ing  me,  that  the  State  of  Virginia  has  desired  Mr. 
William  Lee,  your  agent,  to  procure  a  quantity  of  anns 
and  military  stores,  and  requesting  me  to  assist  him 
with  my  influence  in  obtaining  them  on  credit 

Bemg  glad  of  any  opportunity  of  serving  Yirginisiy 
and  showing  my  regard  to  the  request  of  a  person 
whom  I  so  highly  esteem,  and  Mr.  William  Lee  being 
absent,  I  found  immediately  three  different  merchants 
here,  men  of  fortune,  who  were  each  of  them  willing 
to  undertake  furnishing  the  whole,  and  giving  the  cred* 
it  desired.  But,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  bemg  understood  to 
have  taken  the  management  of  the  affair  into  his  own 
hands,  one  of  the  three  soon  after  refused  to  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  it;  a  second,  whose  letter  to 
me  I  enclose,  apprehending  difficulties  from  Mr.  Lee's 
temper,  required  my  name  and  Mr.  Adams's  to  the 
agreement,  which  he  supposes  Mr.  Lee  did  not  like^ 
as  his  offer  was  not  accepted.    I  know  not  why  the 

•  North  America.    The  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  but 
ed  with  these  initials. 
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Oder  of  the  third  was  not  taken.  I  was  afterwards 
not  at  an  consulted  in  the  busbess. 

Poor  Lemaire  was  sent  about  Germany  to  find  goods 
and  credit,  which  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time  to 
fittle  purpose*  Several  of  the  manufacturers  wrote  to 
me,  that  they  would  furnish  him  on  my  promise  of 
payment  I  referred  them  to  Mr.  Lee,  On  his  re- 
turn,  Mn  Lee  and  he  differed  about  his  expenses.  He 
compiaineci  frequently  to  me  of  Mr.  Lee's  not  supply- 
mg  him  with  necessar}*  subsistence,  and  treating  him 
with  great  haughtiness  and  insolence.  I  thought  him 
reaUy  attentive  to  his  duty,  and  not  well  used,  but  I 
avoided  meddling  with  his  affairs,  to  avoid,  if  possMe^ 
bemg  engaged  in  quarrels  myselC  Mr.  Lee,  in  fine^ 
contracted  with  Messrs.  Penet  and  Dacosta  to  sopplj 
great  part  of  the  goods.  They,  too,  have  differed,  and 
I  have  several  letters  of  complaints  fitMn  those  gen- 
demen;  but  I  cannot  remedy  them,  for  I  cannot  change 
Mr.  Lee's  temper. 

They  have  offered  to  send  the  things  you  want 
which  he  has  refused,  on  my  account ;  but,  not  know* 
bg  whether  he  has  not  provided  them  elsewhere,  or 
in  what  light  he  may  look  upon  my  concerning  my* 
self  with  what  he  takes  to  be  his  busbess,  I  dm 
not  me<ldle,  being  chai*ged  by  the  Congress  to  en- 
deavour at  maintaining  a  good  understanding  with  their 
other  sen-ants,  which  is,  indeed,  a  hard  task  with  some 
of  them.  I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  at  length 
be  |>n>vicItMl  with  what  you  u-ant,  which  I  think  yon 
might  have  l>een  long  since,  if  the  affair  had  not  been 
in  hands,  which  men  of  honor  and  candor  here  are 
generally  averse  to  dealing  with,  as  not  caring  to  hai* 
ard  quarri*ls  and  abuses  in  the  settlement  of  their  ae* 
counts. 

Our  public  affairs  at  thb  court  continue  to  go  on 

VOL.  vm.  41 
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well  Peace  is  soon  expected  in  Germanj,  and  we 
hope  Spain  is  now  near  declaring  against  our  enemiei. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sue 

B.  FRANExnr. 


TO   DAVID   HARTLEY. 

Delay  in  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners.  —  Losses  of  tk§ 
British. —  Growth  of  jSmericcu 

Ttmff  91  March,  1779L 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  duly  yours  of  the  2d  mstant  I  am'  8OR7 
you  have  had  so  much  trouble  m  the  affair  of  dw 
prisoners.  You  have  been  deceived  as  weU  as  L  No 
cartel  ship  has  yet  appeared;  and  it  is  now  evident; 
that  the  delays  have  been  of  design,  to  give  more  op* 
portunity  of  seducmg  the  men  by  promises  and  hard* 
ships  to  seek  their  liberty  in  engaging  agamst  their 
country;  for  we  learn  from  those  who  have  eso^e^ 
that  there  are  persons  continually  employed  in  cajol- 
mg  and  menacmg  them;  representmg  to  them  that 
we  neglect  them;  that  your  government  is  wiDing 
to  exchange  them;  and  that  it  is  our  fault  it  is  not 
done;  that  all  the  news  from  America  is  bad  on 
their  side;  we  shall  be  conquered  and  they  will  be 
hanged,  if  they  do  not  accept  the  gradous  offar  of 
bemg  pardoned,  on  condition  of  serving  the  Ejng,  &c. 
A  great  part  of  your  prisoners  have  been  kept  these 
six  months  on  board  a  ship  in  Brest  road,  ready  to 
be  delivered;  where  I  am  afraid  they  were  not  so 
comfortably  accommodated,  as  they  might  have  been 
m  French  prisons.  They  are  now  ordered  an  shorab 
Dr.  Bancroft  has  received  your  letter  here.  He  did 
not  go  to  Calais.* 

*  It  had  been  intended,  that  Dr.  Bancroft  ihould  proceed  to  EQ^en^ 
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Knowing  how  earnestly  and  constandy  you  wish  Ibr 
peace,  I  cannot  end  a  ktter  to  you  without  dit^^mg 
a  word  on  that  subject,  to  mark  that  my  wbhes  are 
still  in  unison  with  yours.  After  the  barbaritiea  your 
nation  has  exercised  against  us,  I  am  almost  ashamed 
Id  own,  that  I  feel  sometimes  ibr  her  misfortunes  and 
her  insanities.  Your  veins  are  open^  and  your  beat 
blood  continually  running.  You  have  now  got  a  littfe 
army  into  Georgia,  and  are  triumphing  in  that  succeM. 
Do  you  expect  ever  to  see  that  army  again  1  I  know 
not  what  General  Lincobi  or  General  Thompaon  may 
be  able  to  effect  against  them;  but,  if  they  stay  throu^ 
tbe  summer  b  that  climate,  there  is  a  certam  Oeneral 
Aoer,  that  I  apprehend  will  give  a  good  account  of 
most  of  them.  Perhaps  you  comfort  yourselves,  that 
our  \ms  of  blood  i5i  as  great  as  yours.  But,  as  phjrs* 
cans  say,  there  is  a  great  diflerence  m  the  finality  of 
repairing  that  loss  between  an  okl  body  and  a  young 
one.  America  adds  to  her  numbers  annually  one  bun- 
tfred  and  fifty  thousand  souls.  She,  therefore,  grows 
fester  than  you  can  diminish  her,  and  viiIl  outgrow 
aB  the  mischief  you  can  do  her.  Have  you  the  same 
pit>s[)ix*ts  ?  But  it  is  unneci^iisark'  for  me  to  represent 
to  you«  or  you  to  mc,  the  mischiefs  that  each  nation 
b  suhjtHtiHi  to  by  the  war;  we  all  see  clear  enough 
the  nonM-nsi?  of  continuing  it ;  the  difficulty  bs,  where 
to  find  m^use  enough  to  put  an  end  to  it  Adieu,  my 
dear  frienii,  and  believe  me,  &c. 

B.    PnAlfKLIIf. 


vnii  a  p'>wf»r  fnno  Dr.  Frmnklin  Ut  ncguUate  an  ricKuift  of  prieooist 
Vut  MKnr  dilfycuhy   ha%injf  ■n*«*n,  of  which  Mr.  Hartk>y*«  lett^ 
tatord  an  intimatHm,  that  jtMtmey  M  not  take  plac«.  —  W.  T.  F. 


324  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [.fir.  7a 


FROM   JOHN    ADAMS   TO    B.   FBJLSKLOf. 

Nantes,  13  April,  177^ 

Sir, 

I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  3d  of 
this  month.  Captain  Landais  had  so  much  diffidence 
in  some  of  his  crew,  that  he  could  not  think  of  caa> 
rying  home  any  of  the  most  culpable  of  the  conspira- 
tors, especially  as  he  was  so  weakhanded.  The  naval 
code  of  the  United  States  has  great  occasion  for  amend* 
ments  in  many  particulars,  without  which  there  wiD 
be  little  discipline,  subordination,  or  obedience. 

I  am  happy,  that  you  approve  of  clothing  the  petty 
officers,  and  thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  have 
put  in  me,  in  desiring  that  I  would  give  directions  m 
your  behalf  for  what  I  may  judge  for  the  good  of 
the  service,  funds  and  circumstances  considered;  a 
trust,  however,  that  will  involve  me  in  difficulties,  be* 
cause  I  fear  the  demands  of  officers  and  men  vnll  be 
greater  than  I  could  wish.  Obedience  on  board  is  so 
imperfect,  that  I  do  not  expect  the  ship  can  possibly 
be  got  to  sea  without  some  money  to  the  officers  and 
men.  I  expect  the  ship  here  every  day,  and  I  hope 
in  fifteen  days  to  be  at  sea.  If  you  have  any  lett^^ 
I  should  be  glad  to  carry  them. 

I  am  much  pleased  with  your  reception  at  court 
in  the  new  character,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  your 
opinion  of  the  good  will  of  this  court  to  the  United 
States  is  just.  This  benevolence  is  the  result  of  so 
much  wisdom,  and  is  founded  on  such  solid  princi* 
pies,  that  I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  its  perse- 
verance to  the  end.  Spain,  too,  must  sooner  or  later 
see  her  true  interests,  and  declare  in  favor  of  the  same 
generous  cause.  I  wish  and  hope  with  you,  that  it 
will  be  soon ;  if  it  is  not,  there  is  great  reason  to  fear 
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a  very  unnecessarj  and  profuse  effunoo  of  hmnan 
blood;  for  the  English  derive  such  spirits  bom  their 
ctpluies  at  sea,  and  other  little  successes,  and  war  is 
ererlastingly  so  popular  among  them,  when  there  is 
the  least  appearance  of  success,  howerer  decehful,  that 
they  will  go  on,  at  whatever  expense  and  hasard. 

Master  Johnny,  whom  you  have  honored  with  u  af* 
fectiooate  remembrance,  and  who  acts  at  present  in 
the  quadruple  capacity  of  mterpreter,  secretary,  com* 
panion,  and  domestic  to  his  papa,  desires  me  to  pre- 
sent you  his  dutiful  respects. 

My  regards,  if  you  please,  to  Mr.  Franklm  and  11 
CKB^  and  the  young  fry.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
widi  great  respect,  &c. 

JoHH  Adams. 


FEOM  JAMES  HUTTOH  TO  B.   FEAVKLOf. 

Pirii»  15  April,  Itm 

Mt  dear  old  FaiEifD, 

I  took  courage,  and  went  this  morning  to  VersaiBes 
to  M.  de  Sartine,  who  immediately  did  all  I  desired* 
I  now,  therefore,  can  go  oa  my  journey  with  cheer^ 
fiihess,  and  thankfulness  to  you  for  your  kindness  to 
my  people  and  to  me.  I  am  sure  your  giving  me  thai 
protection  hail  the  wished-for  effect  here.  How  many 
oMigiitions  have  I  and  my  people  in  America  to  yoa! 

It  Ls  a  himJship  for  my  heart,  that  circumstances 
have  not  allowed  me  to  visit  you.  I  am  glad  I  saw 
you  that  evening  at  Mr.  Grant's.  1  was  proud  of  the 
general   approbation  I  heard  at  diffemt  places  given 


*  to  fmnf  •   pa«9port  for  «  iiMal  %bmit  to  mil  villi 
tht  Mormriao  miMtocMiM  on  Uie  coMt  of  lAbftdor. 
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to  your  paper,  read  yesterday.*  You  will  remember, 
Mr.  Spangenberg  desired  you  should  be  consulted  on 
the  Aurora  Borealis  by  Mr.  Crantz  several  years  ago; 
I  thmk   1769.    I  hope  this  paper  will  be  prbted. 

I  go  from  Paris  to  Lyons,  April  22d,  in  order  to 
have  a  good  place  m  the  diligence.  I  took  it  to-day. 
I  shall  always  remember  your  civilities  and  kindness 
to,  dear  Sir,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient, 

James  Huttoit. 


TO   JOSIAH   QUmCT. 

Character  of  the  French  People.  —  Too  many  Super'- 
Jhdties  purchased  in  America. 

Pa887,  99  April,  17791 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  very  kind  letter  by  Mr,  Bradford, 
who  appears  a  very  sensible  and  amiable  young  gen- 
tleman,  to  whom  I  should  with  pleasure  render  any 
services  in  my  power  upon  your  much  respected  re- 
commendation;  but  I  understand  he  returns  immedi- 
ately. 

It  is  with  great  smcerity  I  join  you  in  acknowledg- 
ing and  admiring  the  dispensations  of  Providence  in 
our  favor.  America  has  only  to  be  thankful,  and  to 
persevere.  God  wiU  finish  his  work,  and  establish  their 
freedom;  and  the  lovers  of  liberty  will  flock  fit>m  all 
parts  of  Europe  with  their  fortunes  to  participate  with 
us  of  that  freedom,  as  soon  as  peace  is  restored. 

I  am  exceedmgly  pleased  with  your  account  of  tba 


**  Paper  on  the  Aurora  BareaUs^  read  hj  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Snjal 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paria.    See  Vol.  VL  p.  417. 
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French  politeness  aritt  ctvOity,  as  it  appeared  among 
the  olBoers  and  people  of  their  fleet  They  have  cer- 
tainly advanced  in  those  respects  many  degrees  be* 
yood  the  English.  I  find  them  here  a  most  amiable 
nation  to  live  vnih.  The  Spaniards  are  by  common 
opinion  supposed  to  be  cruel,  the  English  prood,  die 
Seotch  insolent,  the  Dutch  avaricious,  &c^  but  I  think 
the  FVench  have  no  national  vice  ascribed  to  them. 
They  have  some  frivolities,  but  they  are  harmless.  To 
dress  their  heads  so  that  a  hat  cannot  be  put  on  them, 
and  then  wear  their  hats  under  their  arms,  and  to  fiO 
thdr  noses  with  tobacco,  may  be  called  follies,  perhaps, 
but  they  are  not  vices.  They  are  only  the  effects  of 
the  tvranny  of  custom.  In  short,  there  is  nothing  want- 
ing in  the  character  of  a  Frenchman,  that  belongs  to 
that  of  an  agreeable  and  worthy  man«  There  are  only 
•ome  trifles  surplus,  or  which  might  be  spared. 

Will  you  permit  me,  while  I  do  them  this  justice, 
to  hint  a  little  censure  on  our  own  country  people, 
which  I  do  in  good  will,  wishing  the  cause  removed. 
Too  know  the  necessity  we  are  under  of  supplies  from 
Europe,  and  the  diniculty  we  have  at  present  in  mak- 
Bg  returns.  The  interest  bills  would  do  a  good  deal 
towards  purchasing  arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  safl- 
doth,  and  other  necessaries  for  defence.  Upon  inquiry 
of  those  who  pres<*nt  these  bills  to  me  for  acceptance, 
what  the  mofiey  Ls  to  he  laid  out  in,  I  find  that  moit 
of  it  Ls  for  superfluities,  and  more  than  half  of  it  Ibr 
tea.  How  unhappily  in  this  instance  the  folly  of  our 
people,  and  the  avidity  of  our  merchants,  concur  to 
weaken  and  im{K)verish  our  country.  I  formcriy  com- 
puted, that  we  consumed  before  the  war,  m  that  single 
article,  the  v:ilue  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster* 
big  annually.  Much  of  this  was  saved  by  stopping 
die  use  of  it.     I   honored   the  virtuous  resohition  of 
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our  women  in  foregoing  that  Me  gratification,  and  I 
lament  that  such  virtue  should  be  of  so  short  duration. 
Five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  annually  laid 
out  m  defending  ourselves,  or  annoying  our  enemies^ 
would  have  great  effect.  With  what  fiace  can  we  aak 
aids  and  subsidies  from  our  friends,  while  we  are  wast- 
ing our  own  wealth  in  such  prodigality  ?  With  great 
and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir, 

&LC.  B.  FjLANKLOf. 


TO   SAMUEL   COOPER. 

On  the  Depreciation  of  American  Paper  Money. 

PaBfj,  39  April,  1779. 

My  dear  Friend, 
I  received  your  valuable  letter  by  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette,  and  another  by  Mr.  Bradford.  I  can  only 
write  a  few  words  m  answer  to  the  latter,  the  former 
not  being  at  hand.  The  depreciation  of  our  money 
must,  as  you  observe,  greatly  affect  salary  men,  widows^ 
and  oiphans.  Methinks  this  evil  deserves  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  several  legislatures,  and  ought,  if  possible^ 
to  be  remedied  by  some  equitable  law,  particulaily 
adapted  to  their  circumstances.  I  took  all  the  pains 
I  could  in  Congress  to  prevent  the  depreciation,  by 
proposing  first,  that  the  bills  should  bear  interest ;  thn 
was  rejected,  and  they  were  struck  as  you  see  them. 
Secondly,  after  the  first  emission,  I  proposed  that  we 
should  stop,  strike  no  more,  but  borrow  on  interest 
those  we  had  issued.  This  was  not  then  api»x>ved 
ofi  and  more  bills  were  issued.  When,  fit)m  the  too 
great  quantity,  they  began  to  depreciate,  we  agreed 
to  borrow  on  interest;  and  I  proposed,  that,  in  order 
to  fix  the  value  of  the  principal,  the  mterest  should 
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be  promised  in  hard  doUarsL  This  was  objected  to  as 
impfudicable ;  but  I  still  continue  of  opinion^  that,  by 
sending  out  cargoes  to  purchase  it,  we  might  have 
brought  in  money  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  as  we 
brought  in  powder,  &c«  Sec;  and  that,  though  the 
attempt  must  have  been  attended  with  a  disadvantage, 
the  loss  would  have  been  a  less  mischief  than  any 
measure  attending  the  discredit  of  the  bifls,  which 
threatens  to  take  out  of  our  hands  the  great  instni* 
ment  of  our  defence. 

The  Congress  did  at  last  come  into  the  proposal  of 
paying  the  interest  in  real  money.  But  when  the  whole 
mass  of  the  currency  was  tmder  tray  in  depreciation, 
the  momentum  of  its  descent  was  too  great  to  be 
slopped  by  a  power,  that  might  at  first  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  prevent  the  beginning  of  the  motion.  The 
mUff  remedy  now  seems  to  be  a  diminution  of  the  quan- 
tily  by  a  vigorous  taxation,  of  great  nominal  sums, 
which  the  people  are  more  able  to  pay,  b  proportion 
to  the  quantity  and  diminished  value ;  and  the  only 
coHMolation  under  the;  e\il  Ls  that  the  public  debt  b 
proportional)ly  diminished  with  the  depreciation ;  and 
this  by  a  kirn  I  of  im{>orreptible  tax,  every  one  having 
paid  a  part  of  it  in  the  fidl  of  value  that  took  place 
between  tht*  nveiving  and  flaying  such  sums  as  passed 
thrnui^h  his  hands.  For  it  should  always  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  original  intention  was  to  smk  the  billa 
by  taxes,  whirh  would  as  efTcMTtually  extinguish  the 
debt   as  an  artual  reilemption. 

This  effect  of  paper  rum-ncy  Is  not  understood  on 
this  side  the  water.  And  indeed  the  whole  is  a  mys- 
tery even  to  the  potitiriansi,  how  we  have  been  able 
to  r^>ntinije  a  war  four  yi^rs  without  money,  and  how 
we  o>iild  pay  with  jKiper,  that  had  no  prevbusly  fixed 
fund  appropriated  specifically  to  redeem  it     This  cur- 
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rency,  as  we  manage  it,  is  a  wonderful  machme.  It 
performs  its  office  when  we  issue  it ;  it  pays  and  clothes 
troops,  and  provides  victuals  and  ammunition;  and 
when  we  are  obliged  to  issue  a  quantity  excessive,  it 
pays  itself  off  by  depreciation. 

Our  affairs  in  general  stand  in  a  fair  light  through- 
out Europe.  Our  cause  is  universally  approved.  Our 
constitutions  of  government  have  been  translated  and 
printed  in  most  languages,  and  are  so  much  admired 
for  the  spirit  of  liberty  that  reigns  in  them,  that  it  is 
generally  agreed  we  shall  have  a  vast  accession  of  na- 
tional property  after  the  war,  from  every  part  of  thb 
continent,  and  particularly  from  the  British  Islands.  We 
have  only  to  persevere  and  to  be  happy.    Tours,  &c. 

B.  Frankuit. 


FROM    DAVID   HARTLEY   TO    B.    FRA17KUK. 

Proposing  a  Ti^ice. — Interests  of  France. — Jldvantages 
of  adopting  some  Preliminaries.  —  ObsertoHans  an  a 
Plan  of  J^Tegotiation. 

London,  39  April,  1779. 

My  dear  Friend, 
The  bearer  of  this,  and  some  other  papers,  b  a  very 
sensible  and  worthy  gentleman,  with  whom  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  contracting  an  acquaintance  since  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  American  troubles,  originally  upon 
the  business  of  the  American  prisoners.  It  is  a  satis- 
faction to  me  at  all  times  to  have  found  him  a  friend 
to  the  restoration  of  peace  between  the  two  countries. 
It  has  likewise  been  an  additional  satisfaction  and  con- 
firmation to  me  in  my  own  thoughts  upon  that  sub- 
ject, to  find  that  his  sentiments,  I  think  upon  most  or 
all  of  the  subjects  upon  which  we  have  conversed, 
have  coincided  with  mine.    We  both  seem  possessed 
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of  the  opinkm,  that  some  plan  of  opening  a  negoCb- 
tni  upon  preliminaneSy  which  each  side  might  find  to 
be  a  sufficient  security  to  itseU^  might  be  practicable; 
and  then  your  sentiment,  which  you  gave  me  m  a  let* 
ler  some  years  ago,  might  hare  its  tree  scope  and  ef* 
fad,  m.  ji  HttU  time  giten  far  cooling  might  haoe  ex- 
ealbnl  effects. 

The  sentiments  I  hate  opened  to  you  m  my  late 
letters  Tor  some  months  past,  and  which  I  have  re- 
duced in  an  enclosed  paper  into  a  more  specific  shape^ 
seem  to  me,  upon  very  repeated  reflection,  to  promiie 
the  Curest  ground  of  good  expectation.  These  propo* 
sitions  originate  from  myself,  as  a  mediator;  I  have 
communications  with  both  sides,  but  certamly  no  ao« 
tliority  to  make  proposals  (rom  either;  and  periiapa 
leither  side,  if  I  were  to  make  the  prc^xksitions  sep- 
aimtdy  to  each  (being  myself  unauthorized),  might  give 
me  positive  consent  Each  side  separately  m^ht  say 
No,  fiom  what  is  caUed  political  prudence;  and  yet 
each  side  might  secretly  wish,  that  the  ofler  could  be 
made,  with  a  done  firut^  from  the  other  party,  I  think 
the  proposition  of  a  truce  for  five  or  seven  years, 
leaving  all  things  in  the  present  dispute  in  $tatu  qmo^ 
must  be  advantageous  to  all  parties,  if  it  were  only  in 
consideration  that  a  general  satisfactory  peace  to  al 
parties  nuiy  come  among  the  excellent  effectn  of  tiam 
given  for  cooling.  We  can  but  fight  it  out  at  last 
War  never  roroes  too  late;  wisdom  may  step  m  be- 
tween.  These  matters  have  stolen  upon  us,  and 
have  ariM'H  to  ereat  luid  formidable  consec]uences  fitmi 
small  and  unexpt*cted  beginnings;  but  henceforward 
we  should  know  l)y  experience  what  to  expect«  If 
the  ra^i*  of  war  could  but  be  al)ate<l  for  a  suffideat 
leni^th  of  time  dir  n^ason  and  reflection  to  operate,  I 
think  it  would  never  revive.     I  cannot  pfetend  to 
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cast  the  result  of  any  negotiation,  but  I  think  war 
would  not  revive ;  which  is  aU  that  I  want  (or  my  ar- 
gument Peace  is  a  bonum  in  se;  whereas  the  most 
favorable  events  of  war  are  but  relatively  lessor  evils; 
certainly  they  are  evils ;  mala  in  se,  not  bona  in  se. 

I  hope,  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  produce 
a  renewal  of  reflection ;  but,  even  to  take  the  ai^gument 
at  the  worst  advantage,  the  two  parties  are  at  a  cod- 
ing  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  asunder.  If  the 
flames  of  war  could  be  but  once  extinguished,  does 
not  the  Atlantic  ocean  contam  cold  water  enough  to 
prevent  their  bursting  out  again?  I  am  very  stron^y 
of  opinion,  that  the  two  nations  of  Great  Britain  and 
North  America  would  accord  to  the  propositions  of  a 
truce  for  cooling.  I  cannot  say  whether  a  British 
ministry  would  accord  to  it,  because  they  will  not  teD 
me;  nor  can  I  say  whether  an  American  plenipoten- 
tiar}'  would  accord  to  it,  because,  probably,  you  wiB 
not  teD  me.  I  put  myself  into  your  hands,  however, 
when  I  tell  you  frankly,  I  am  of  opinion  that  both 
would  accord  to  it,  if  there  could  be  a  done  first  on 
either  side,  to  bind  the  bargain  fast  You  have  the 
odds  of  me  in  this  matter,  because  you  know  one 
half  of  the  question ;  and  I  cannot  give  you  any  proof 
on  the  other  side,  but  only  my  ovra  presumptive  judg* 
ment  upon  observation,  and  upon  a  course  of  reason- 
ing in  my  owti  thoughts. 

But,  for  France.  My  judgment  would  be,  that,  if 
the  proposition  of  the  proposed  preliminaries  should  be 
agreeable  to  America,  France  would  do  v^  unhand- 
somely to  defeat  it  by  their  refusal.  I  likewise  think 
it  the  interest  of  France,  because  their  interest  leads 
them  to  go  to  a  certain  point,  and  no  further.  There 
is  a  disparity  in  the  operation  of  the  terms  of  the  al- 
liance on  the   part  of  France,  and  on  the  part  of 
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Aipenca,  The  more  Tigoroasly  France  mterpoMf»  tlia 
better  for  America;  m  proportioa  to  their  exertioiiai 
diey  create,  less  or  morct  a  diTersioo  of  the  British 
force;  this  reasoning  goes  straight  forward  for  Amer- 
ica; but  it  is  not  so  with  France.  There  is  a  cer* 
tam  point  to  France,  beyond  which  their  work  would 
foil,  and  recoil  upon  themselves ;  if  they  were  to  drifa 
die  British  ministry  totally  to  abandon  the  American 
war,  it  would  become  totally  a  French  war.  The 
events  of  a  twelvemonth  past  seem  to  bear  te^imony  to 
thb  course  of  reasoning.  The  disadvantage  upon  the 
baipun  to  America  is,  that  the  eflScacy  of  the  Fraidi 
aBance  to  them  presupposes  their  continuance  m  the 
war.  The  demur  to  France  is,  that  the  liberation  of 
their  new  ally  recoib  with  double  weight  of  die  war 
apon  themselves,  without  any  uherior  points  of  advaa* 
tage  in  view,  as  dependent  upon  that  alliance.  I  thfaik 
the  mterest  of  all  parties  coincides  with  die  propontiaii 
of  preUminaries. 

The  proposed  preliminaries  appear  to  me  to  be  just 
and  equitable  to  all  parties ;  but  the  great  object  widi 
aw  is,  to  come  to  some  preliminaries.  I  could  almotC 
add,  whatever  those  preliminaries  might  be,  provided 
a  suspension  of  arms  for  an  adequate  term  of  years 
were  one,  I  think  it  would  be  ten  thousand  to 
against  any  future  renewal  of  the  war.  It  is  not 
oessarv  to  enter  at  large  mto  the  reasons  vfluch  in* 
dace  me  to  think,  that  the  British  ministry,  as  weO  as 
the  Amt*ric^an  plenipotentiary,  would  consent  to  the 
terms  of  the  proposed  i>rdiminaries ;  for  indeed  I  do 
not  know,  that  I  am  founded  m  that  opimon 
respect  to  either,  but  still  I  believe  it  of  both. 

But  what  can  a  private  person  do  in  such  a 
wishbg  to  be  a  mediator  for  peace,  having  access  to 
both  parties,  but  equally  uncertain  of  the  recqKkm  of 


334  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [JEn.7^ 

his  mediation  on  either  side?  I  must  hesitate  to  take 
any  public  step,  as  by  a  proposition  in  Parliament,  or 
by  any  other  means,  to  drive  the  parties  to  an  expla- 
nation on  any  specific  proposals;  and  yet  I  am  very 
unwilling  to  let  the  session  pass  without  some  propo- 
sition, upon  which  the  parties  may  meet,  if  they  should 
be  so  incUned,  as  I  suspect  them  to  be.  I  have  been 
endeavouring  to  feel  pubes  for  some  months,  but  all 
IS  dumb  show.  I  cannot  say  that  I  meet  with  any 
thing  discouraging,  to  my  apprehension,  either  as  to  the 
equitableness  or  practicability  of  the  proposition  for  pre- 
liminaries. If  I  could  but  simply  receive  suffident  en- 
couragement, that  I  should  not  run  any  hazard  <^  ob- 
structing any  other  practicable  propositions  by  obtrud- 
ing mine,  I  should  be  very  much  satbfied  to  c(Hne 
forward  in  that  case  with  mme,  to  furnish  a  beginning 
at  least,  which  might  lead  to  peace. 

There  is  nothing  that  I  wish  so  much,  as  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  yoo, 
having  many  things  to  say  to  you ;  but,  if  that  cannot 
yet  happen,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  whatever  commu- 
nication you  may  think  proper  to  make  to  me,  which 
may  lead  to  peace,  you  may  be  assured  that  I  shaU 
be  most  strenuous  in  applying  it  to  that  end.  In  all 
cases  of  difficulty  in  human  life,  there  must  be  confi- 
dence somewhere,  to  enable  us  to  extricate  natkms 
from  the  evils  attendant  upon  national  disputes,  as  they 
arise  out  of  national  passions,  jeak)usies,  and  pomts  at 
honor.  I  am  not  sure,  whether  the  extreme  cautkm 
and  diffidence  of  persons  in  political  life  be  not  the 
cause,  almost  as  frequently,  of  the  unnecessary  {Nt>trac- 
tion  of  the  miseries  of  war,  as  of  the  final  producti(Hi 
of  any  superior  good  to  any  state.  Peace  now  is  b^- 
ter  than  peace  a  twelvemonth  hence,  at  least  by  aD 
the  lives  that  may  be  lost  in  the  mean  while,  and  by 
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al  the  accumulated  miseries  that  may  mtervene  by 
that  delay.  When  I  speak  of  the  necessity  of  confi* 
dence,  I  would  not  have  you  think,  that  I  trust  to 
aB  professions,  promiscuously,  with  confidence;  my 
thoughts  ate  free  respecting  all  parties ;  and  for  myseH^ 
if  I  thought  it  necessary  for  the  end  of  attaining  any 
additional  confidence  in  your  esteem,  to  enable  me  to 
eoAperate  the  more  eflectually  towards  the  restoratioii 
of  i^eace,  there  is  nothing  that  I  woukl  wish  you  to 
be  assured  of  but  this ;  that  no  fallacious  oflers  of  b* 
Micerity,  nor  any  pretexts  for  covering  secret  des^;nai  or 
for  obtaining  unfair  advantages,  shall  ever  pass  through 
my  hands. 

Believe  me  truly  to  be,  not  only  a  bver  of  my  ooun* 
try,  but  a  sincere  friend  to  peace  and  to  the  rights  of 
mankind;  and  ever  most  aflTectfenately  yours^ 

D.  Hartlst. 

Ob$ervation$  hf  Mr.  Hartley. 

Lord  North  consented  to  Mr.  Hartlejr's  propositioo, 
for  endeavouring  to  procure  from  the  American  pleni* 
potentiary  or  plenipotentiaries  some  opening,  that  they 
woukl  he  willing  to  commence  a  parley,  on  proposi* 
tions  of  peace  binween  Great  Britain  and  America; 
and  Hup[K>s(*d  the  terms,  whkrh  Mr.  Hartley  had  kk 
view,  would  Ih?  something  like  a  tacit  cession  of  in- 
dept?nden<  e  to  America,  with  a  trucrc  for  a  certain  term 
of  years,  to  .nene  as  a  basis  for  a  general  treaty  of 
acctimmcMlation  and  final  settk*ment. 

This  last  ap[>lication  (which  was  made  on  the  20th 
of  A|)ril,  1779,)  of  Mr.  Hartfey  to  Ix)rd  North,  after  sev- 
eral  prrvk>us  c«>nft*renres  on  the  subject,  »  the  ground 
of  the  i)n*seiit  confidential  communkstion  with  Dr. 
Fruiklin,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hartley,  who  ilatoa  to 
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Dr.  Franklin,  as  he  did  to  Lord  North,  that  an  aus- 
picious beginning  of  a  negotiation  is  dimidium  factu 

Mr.  Hartley's  ideas  of  the  probable  course  of  the 
negotiation  would  be  to  the  foUowing  effect; 

1.  Five  commissioners  (or  any  three  of  them)  to  be 
s^pointed  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  treat, 
consult,  and  agree  upon  the  final  settlement  and  pa- 
cification of  the  present  troubles,  upon  safe,  honorable^ 
and  permanent  terms,  subject  to  ratification  by  Pai> 
liament 

2.  That  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commisffioners  may 
be  empowered  to  agree,  as  a  preliminary,  to  a  sus- 
pension of  hostilities  by  sea  and  land^  for  a  certain  tenii 
of  five  or  seven  years. 

3.  That  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commisskmeis  be 
empowered  to  agree,  as  a  second  preluninary,  to  sus- 
pend the  operation  and  effect  of  any  and  all  acts  of 
Parliament  respecting  America,  for  a  certam  term  of 
five  or  seven  years. 

4.  That  it  is  expected,  as  a  third  preliminaiy,  that. 
America  should  be  released,  fi-ee  and  unengaged,  bom 
any  treaties  with  foreign  powers,  which  may  tend  to 
embarrass  or  defeat  the  present  proposed  negotiatioB. 

6.  That  a  general  treaty  for  negotiation  shall  be  set 
cm  foot  as  soon  as  may  be,  after  the  agreement  of  the 
foregoing  preliminaries. 

JV*.  B.  A  doubt  seeming  to  arise  fit>m  Lord  North, 
relative  to  the  probability  of  any  explanatory  communi- 
cation on  the  part  of  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Hartley  ex- 
pressed, he  thought  it  possible,  that,  as  a  known  fiiend 
to  peace,  he  might  be  considered  by  Dr.  Frankfin  as 
a  depot  of  any  communications,  which  may  serve  fiwn 
time  to  tune  to  facilitate  the  terms  of  peace;  whidi 
therefore  prevents  this  communication  fi^  bemg  ooq- 
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adered  as  any  direct  overture  from  Liord  North  to 
Dr.  Franklbt  or  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Lord  North; 
bat  as  it  is  merely  a  mediatorial  prc^x>sition  of  Mr. 
Hartley,  as  a  private  person^  for  die  purpose  of 
mg  the  parties  to  a  parley. 


TO   JOHIf   PAUL  JOlfES. 

Pkm  ^  an  Expedition  in  whkh  tki  Marqm  d$  U^ 
faigUU  was  to  jam. 

PlMf,  V  April,  1T7BL 

Dkae  Sib, 

I  have,  at  the  request  of  M.  de  Sartine,  postpooed 
the  sending  of  the  JlUiance  to  America,  and  have  or- 
dered her  to  proceed  inunediately  from  Nantes  to  L'Ori* 
est,  where  she  is  to  be  furaisbed  with  her  conple* 
Bent  of  men,  to  join  your  little  squadron,  and  act  uiider 
your  command. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  wiQ  be  with  you  soon. 
h  has  been  observed,  that  jomt  eiq^editions  of  hod 
and  sea  forces  often  miscarry,  through  jealousies  and 
misunderstandings  between  the  officers  of  the  differeni 
corps.  This  must  happen,  where  there  are  little  mindk, 
actuated  more  by  personal  views  of  profit  or  honor  to 
themselves,  than  by  the  warm  and  smcere  desire  of 
good  to  their  countr}*.  Knoni-ing  you  both,  as  I  do, 
and  your  just  manner  of  thmking  on  these  occasions, 
I  am  ccHifident  nothing  of  the  kind  can  happen  be* 
tween  you,  and  that  it  is  unnecessary  far  me  to  re* 
commend  to  either  of  you  that  condescension,  mutual 
good  will,  and  harmony,  which  contribute  so  much  to 
waccv%%  in  such  undertakings. 

I  kxik  upon  this  expedition  as  an  introduction  only 
to  greater  trusts,  and  more  extensive  coounands,  and 
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as  a  kind  of  trial  of  both  your  abilities,  and  of  your 
fitness  in  temper  and  disposition  for  acting  in  concert 
with  others.  I  flatter  myself  therefore,  that  nothing 
will  happen  that  may  give  impressions  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  either  of  you,  when  greater  a&irs  shaD 
come  under  consideration.  As  this  is  understood  to 
be  an  American  expedition,  under  the  Congress'  com- 
mission  and  colors,  the  Marquis,  who  is  a  majcx-- 
general  in  that  service,  has  of  course  the  step  in  pomt 
of  rank,  and  he  must  have  command  of  the  land  for^ 
ces,  which  are  committed  by  the  King  to  his  care; 
but  the  command  of  the  ships  will  be  entirely  in  yon; 
in  which  I  am  persuaded,  that,  whatever  authority  his 
rank  might  in  strictness  give  him,  he  wiQ  not  haye  the 
least  desire  to  mterfere  with  you.  There  b  honor 
enough  to  be  got  for  both  of  you,  if  the  expeditioo  is 
conducted  with  a  prudent  unanimity.  The  drcum- 
stance  is  indeed  a  little  unusual ;  {or  there  is  not  only 
a  junction  of  land  and  sea  forces,  but  there  is  also  a 
junction  of  Frenchmen  and  Americans,  which  increases 
the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  good  understanding.  A 
cool,  prudent  conduct  in  the  chiefs  is,  therefore,  the 
more  necessary;  and  I  trust  neither  of  you  will  in  that 
respect  be  deficient*  With  my  best  wishes  for  your 
success,  health,  and  honor,  I  remam,  &c 

B.   FRAITKIJir. 

*  The  expedition  here  referred  to,  which  was  intended  to  act  oo 
the  coast  of  England,  was  at  length  changed  by  the  French  govern- 
ment The  following  letter  on  the  oocasion  wai  written  by  tho  Ifar* 
quit  de  Lafayette  to  Paul  Jones. 

•'Parii,a9May,1779L 

<«DiiAR  Sir, 

''I  dare  say  you  will  be  very  eony  to  hear,  tiiat  the  King^  di^Mit 
tions  concerning  our  plan  have  been  quite  altered,  and  tha^  iiHtotd  of 
meeting  you,  I  am  now  going  to  take  the  command  of  the  King^  ngi* 
ment  at  Saintes.  What  will  be  fhrther  determined  aboot  your  ■quad 
ren  18  yet  uncertain,  and  the  miniaten  are  to  oonmlt  aboal  it  vib 
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7b  John  Paul  Joru$,  CommoMder  of  the  Jtmericam 
Sfmdnm  in  the  Service  of  the  United  Statee^  now  in 
the  Port  of  VOrient. 

Ist  His  Majesty,  hamg  been  pleased  to  grant  some 
tniops  for  a  particular  expeditioD  proposed  to  ammj 
our  common  enemy,  in  which  the  sea-foroe  under  your 
command  might  have  an  opportunity  of  dntfingnishiiig 
kselC  you  are  to  receive  on  board  the  ships  of  wv, 
and  the  other  vesseb  destined  for  that  purpose,  the 
troops  that  shall  present  themselves  to  you^  afford 
tbem  such  accommodation  as  may  be  most  proper  far 
preserving  their  health,  and  convey  them  to  such  port  or 
place  as  their  commander  shall  desire  to  knd  them  at 

Sdly.  When  the  troops  are  bmded  you  are  to  aid, 
hj  aU  means  in  your  power,  their  operations,  as  they  will 
be  instructed  in  like  manner  to  aid  and  support  those 
you  may  make  with  your  ships,  that  so  by  this  concur^ 
roDce  and  union  of  your  different  forces,  aB  that  such 
a  compounded  strength  is  ca{iable  of  may  be  effected. 

3dly.  You  are  during  the  expedition  never  to  de* 
part  fruni  the  tr(x>p5,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect 
them  in  csLse  of  a  reinilsu ;  and  at  all  events  you  are 
to  endeavour  to  effect  their  complete  reembarkation  on 
board  tiie  ships  and  transports  under  your  conunandt 
when  the  ex|)edition  shall  be  endeiL 

Dr.  Frmnklin.  Political  anil  uiiliUry  re««niui  have  oceasKmed  Uit  %\lm» 
aOoo  of  Uiinifa,  and  1  am  only  to  trll  you,  my  food  fhr«d,  bow  aoRj  I 
fptU  t»"t  u*  b«*  a  «itiM*aa  of  y«Hir  wjccai,  abtlitiM,  and  glory* 

**  I  hopf*  rvrry  tiling  will  b«*  airangrd  fur  the  be«t,  and  the  niof* 
calrtiUtrd  f«ir  th«»  roaimoo  advantage.  Be  cnoTinred,  8ir,  that  nrthif 
ccwid  grvtify  me  morr,  than  the  piraaurv  of  hairing  agftia  anmethuif 
0f  th«»  kiad  to  ondettake  vtth  Mch  as  odicor  aj  CafiCain  JoMt.  Thai 
•ccaw..n  1  ahall  rvfr  wa^  for,  and  ihatl,  I  hope,  find,  h«*for»  Um  md 
•f  the  var.    With  tht  ainceroil  aSectioo  and  MtMtB,  I  aaa,  4c 
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4thly.  Tou  are  to  bring  to  France  all  the  English 
seamen  you  may  happen  to  take  jxisoners,  in  order  to 
complete  the  good  woHk  you  have  already  made  such 
progress  in,  of  delivering  by  an  exchange  the  rest  of 
our  countrymen  now  languishing  in  the  gads  of  Great 
Britain. 

5thly.  As  many  of  your  officers  and  people  have 
lately  escaped  from  English  prisons,  either  in  Europe 
(X  America,  you  are  to  be  particularly  attentive  to  their 
conduct  towards  the  prisoners,  which  the  fortune  of 
war  may  throw  into  your  hands;  lest  resentment  of 
the  more  than  barbarous  usage  by  the  Englbh  in 
many  {daces  towards  the  Americans  should  occasicm  a 
retaliation,  and  an  imitation  of  what  ought  rather  to  be 
detested  and  avoided,  for  the  sake  of  humanity  and  for 
the  honor  of  our  country. 

6thly.  In  the  same  view,  although  the  English  have 
burnt,  wantonly,  many  defenceless  tovnis  m  Americfl^ 
you  are  not  to  follow  thb  example,  unless  where  a 
reasonable  ransom  is  refused ;  in  which  case  your  own 
generous  feelings,  as  well  as  this  instruction,  will  in- 
duce you  to  give  timely  notice  of  your  intentkm,  that 
sick  and  ancient  persons,  women,  and  children,  may  be 
first  removed. 

Done  at  Passy,  this  28th  day  of  April,  1779. 

B.  FRANKLnr, 
Minister  Plenipoteniiary  from  the  Unikd 
States  to  the  Court  of  France. 


TO    ARTHUR   LEE. 

Paaqr*  3  May,  177a 


Sir, 

I  did  write  to  the  gentleman  at  Nantes  concerned 
in  fitting  out  the  vessels  for  America,  offering  them 
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die  Miance  as  a  convoy,  and  ordered  her  to  Nantes 
accordingly.  They  did  not  choose  to  accept  that  of- 
ficfi  koowing,  as  I  suppose,  her  weakness,  but  sailed 
for  Brest,  to  go  with  the  French  convoy,  without  wait* 
feg  her  arrival,  and  would  probably  have  been  gone 
kmg  before  she  could  have  been  fitted  for  sea,  if  con- 
trary winds  had  not  prevented  I  wish  your  infomia* 
tiofi  were  true,  that  she  is  manned,  and  fit  for  such 
service;  it  must  be  fivm  some  person  who  is  unie- 
quainted  with  the  facts,  perhaps  Mr.  Ford 

I  must  suppose  the  merchants  are  satisfied  wMl 
die  convoy  they  have  put  their  ships  under,  as  I  do 
Mt  learn  that  they  have  applied  for  one  more  suita- 
ble. I  woukl  readily  have  solicited  such  ao  appGcft- 
Ikm,  if  I  had  understood  it  to  be  necessary,  being 
equally  desirous  with  you  of  their  anivmg  safe,  and 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  it  But  I  have  not  re- 
eehred  a  line  from  any  of  them  to  any  sudi  purpose; 
and  Captain  Landab  has  assured  me,  that  my  suppo- 
sition of  his  having  men  enough  to  fight  his  ship  on 
occasion,  in  going  home,  though  not  enongh  to  tnan 
prizes  on  a  cruise,  was  a  great  mistake  in  my  in- 
former; he  then  wanted  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
ami  I  have  nut  since  heard  of  her  having  recruited 
more  than  forty,  with  the  exchanged  Americans  fitmi 
Englan<l.  Mr,  Ford  may  prol)ably  be  accommodated 
b  the  same  frigate  that  w31  take  Mr.  Adams.  I  have 
die  honor  to  be,  fitc. 

B.   FEAlfKLIir. 

p.  S.     I  am  glad  to  hear  from  you,  that  die  sup* 
pDes  necessary  for  Virginia  are  shipped. 


cc* 
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TO   THOMAB   VIWY. 
«  PuMfy  4  Maj,  177a 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  your  kmd  letter,  as 
I  learned  by  it  that  my  hospitable  fHend  still  exists,  and 
that  his  friendship  for  me  has  not  abated. 

We  have  had  a  hard  struggle*  but  the  Almighty  has 
favored  the  just  cause;  and  I  join  most  heartily  with 
you  in  your  prayers,  that  he  may  perfect  his  worii^ 
and  establish  freedom  in  the  new  world,  as  an  asylum 
for  those  of  the  old,  who  deserve  it.  I  find  that 
many  worthy  and  wealthy  families  of  this  continent  aie 
determined  to  remove  thither  and  partake  of  it,  as 
soon  as  peace  shall  make  the  passage  safer;  for  which 
peace  I  do  also  join  your  prayers  most  cordially,  as  I 
think  the  war  a  detestable  one,  and  grieve  much  at 
the  mischief  and  misery  it  occasions  to  many;  my 
only  consolation  being,  that  I  did  all  in  my  power  to 
prevent  it 

When  all  the  bustle  is  over,  if  my  short  remaindflr 
df  life  will  permit  my  return  thither,  what  a  pleasure 
will  it  be  to  me  to  see  my  old  friend  and  his  chil- 
dren setded  there !  I  hope  he  will  find  vines  and  fig- 
trees  there  for  all  of  them,  under  which  we  may  sit 
and  converse,  enjoying  peace  and  plenty,  a  good  gov- 
ernment, good  laws,  and  liberty,  vnthout  which  men 
lose  half  their  value.  I  am  vnth  much  esteem,  dear 
fiiend,  yours,  &c. 

B.  FRAirKLnr. 
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TO    MEf.   PATISNCS    WRIGHT.^ 

Pifliyt  4  Mij,  17791 

DsAR  Madam, 
I  received  your  favor  of  the  14th  of  March  past, 
andt  if  you  should  continue  in  your  resolution  of  re« 
turning  to  America,  through  France,  I  shaU  certainly 
mder  you  any  of  the  little  services  m  my  power;  bat 
tliere  are  so  many  difficulties  at  present  m  getting 
passages  hence,  particularly  safe  ones  for  women,  that 
Bethinks  I  should  advise  your  stay  dll  mor^  settled 
tines,  and  till  a  more  frequ^it  intercourse  is  estab* 


As  to  the  exercise  of  your  art  here,  I  am  m  doubt 
u^iether  it  would  answer  your  expectations.  Here  are 
two  or  three  who  profess  it,  and  make  a  show  of 
dieir  works  on  the  Boulevards  ;  but  it  b  not  die  taste 
far  perscms  of  fashion  to  sit  to  these  artists  for  their 
portraits;  and  both  bouse  rent  and  living  at  Paris  are 
very  expensive. 

*  Mf«.  Paticoce  Wrif^bt  wm  ahoftUier  a  xtfj  eUnoHiMry  wnwwt 
Ae  wtf  the  nK'cr  of  the  ccU*brmted  Juho  Wesley*  but  wm  bora  tt 
FluUd«*l|ihi&,  in  which  city  h««r  parenii  tetUeil  at  to  early  period.  Ifm. 
Wfifht  wu  iTTratJv  dt«tin|nit«hed  M  a  modeller  in  wax ;  wbkli  ait  dM 
lv»»d  to  a  rrtnarkable  ftccoont  in  the  American  war,  by  cominf  l» 
Enflami,  and  rxhibitini;  ht>r  perfurmancea.  TbM  enabled  ber  to  pto- 
ewe  much  itit<*lliir«*fic<»  of  importance,  which  hIh*  communicated  to  Dr« 
f^rmaklm  and  <>tiieni,  with  whom  the  correaponded  during  the  wbola  war* 
Aa  aooo  aa  a  general  waa  appoiaCad,  or  a  aquadroo  befun  to  ba  tnmi 
oat  thr  uld  lady  ftmnd  meana  of  acceaa  to  aome  family  whera  aha  cooU 
gain  mfiffmatjon,  and  thua,  without  being  at  all  auapected,  Aa  eootriv* 
•i  to  tranamit  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  troopa,  and  tlM  plaaa 
of  thrtr  deatioatioo  U)  h<>r  political  fncnda  abroad.  Hha  at  one  tisa 
bad  frequent  acceaa  to  Buckmfham  llouae ;  and  uaed,  it  waa  aaid,  to 
ipeak  hrr  aentimrnta  very  freely  in  their  Majeatiea,  who  were  areuaad 
with  hrr  ongmality.  The  great  liord  Chatham  honored  bar  with  Mi 
fiatta,  and  ahe  took  hia  likrneaa,  which  appeara  in  Weatminalar  Abbaj* 
MiiL  Wnght  died  rery  old  in  Pebniary,  ITSC.  —  W.  T.  F. 
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I  thought  that  friendship  required  I  should  acquaint 
you  with  these  circumstances;  after  which  you  will 
use  your  discretion.     I  am,  &C 

B.  FRAKKLIir. 

p.  S.  My  grandson,  whom  you  may  remember  when 
a  litde  saucy  boy  at  school,  bemg  my  amanuensis  b 
writing  the  withm  letter,  has  been  diverting  me  with 
his  remarks.  He  conceives,  that  your  figures  cannot 
be  packed  up  without  damage  from  any  thing  yea 
could  QU  the  boxes  with  to  keep  them  steady.  He 
supposes,  therefore,  that  you  must  put  them  into  post* 
chaises,  two  and  two,  which  will  make  a  long  tnm 
upon  the  road,  and  be  a  very  expensive  conveyance; 
but,  as  they  will  eat  nothmg  at  the  inns,  you  may  the 
better  afford  it.  When  they  come  to  Dover,  he  ii 
sure  they  are  so  like  life  and  nature,  that  the  master 
of  the  packet  will  not  receive  them  on  board  witli* 
out  passes;  which  you  vnll  do  well  ther^ore  to  tahi 
out  from  the  Secretary's  office,  before  you  leave  Lon- 
don ;  where  they  will  cost  you  only  the  modest  price 
of  two  guineas  and  sixpence  each,  which  you  wiH  pay 
veithout  grumbling,  because  you  are  sure  the  mcxifij 
will  never  be  employed  against  your  country.  It  w9 
require,  he  says,  five  or  six  of  the  long  wicker  French 
stagecoaches  to  carry  them  as  passengers  fix>m  Calais 
to  Paris,  and  a  ship  with  good  accommodations  to  con* 
vey  them  to  America;  where  all  the  world  vrill  won- 
der at  your  clemency  to  Lord  N ;  that,  having  it 

in  your  power  to  hang,  or  send  him  to  the  lighten^ 
you  had  generously  reprieved  him  for  transportation. 


»m]  C01EE8P0ND£NCB«  846 


TO   DAVID   HAmTLXT. 

Relaiioe  to  PropasUiom  far  a  Pmce. 

DxAB  Sim, 

I  reoeiTed  your  sefenJ  &Ton»  m.  one  of  April  tto 
10th»  one  of  the  20Ui,  and  two  of  the  894  aB  m 
die  same  day,  but  by  difierent  conveymcei. 

I  need  not  repeat,  what  we  hare  eadi  of  us  ao  of> 
ten  repeated,  the  wish  for  peace.  I  will  begii»  by 
frankly  assuring  you,  that,  though  I  think  a  dkwt,  im* 
nmliate  peace,  the  best  mode  of  present  arcommoda* 
1km  for  Biitain,  as  well  as  for  America,  yet,  if  that  tt 
mt  at  this  time  practicable,  and  a  truce  is  practicable^ 
I  sbouU  not  be  against  a  truce;  but  thb  is  merely  en 
aMives  of  general  kwmamty^  to  obfiata  the  erib  matt 
devilishly  inflict  on  men  m  time  of  war,  and  to  lesaea 
as  much  as  possiUe  the  similarity  of  earth  and  heL 
For  with  regard  to  particular  adnmtages,  respecting 
the  States  I  am  connected  with,  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
Ibetri  to  continue  the  war,  till  England  shall  be  re* 
diioed  to  that  t)errect  impotence  of  misrhief,  which 
ahme  can  prevail  with  her  to  let  other  natiooa  enjoy 
•Peace,  IJbertif,  and  Safety."*  I  thmk,  however,  that 
a  ekart  truce,  which  must,  therefore,  be  an  oraisd  tniee^ 
and  put  aU  parties  to  an  abnost  equal  expense  with  a 
continued  war,  is  by  no  means  desirable. 

But  this  proposition  of  a  truce,  if  made  at  al,  should 
be  made  to  France  at  the  same  time  it  is  made  to 
America.  They  have  each  of  them  too  much  honor^ 
as  well  as  too  much  sense,  to  listen  separately  to  any 
pfi>(x>sitJoos  which  tend  to  separate  them  from  each 
other. 

I  will  now  give  you  my  thoughts  on  your  kleaa  of 
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a  negotiation,  in  the  order  you  have  placed  them.  If 
you  will  number  them  in  your  copy,  you  will  readQy 
see  to  which  my  observations  refer,  and  I  may  there* 
fore  be  the  more  concise. 

To  the  Ut*-^!  do  not  see  the  necessity  or  use  of 
five  commissioners.  A  number  of  talkers  lengthens 
discussions,  and  often  embarrasses  instead  of  aiding  a 
setdement  Their  different  pardcular  views,  jxivate  in- 
terests, and  jealousies  of  each  other,  are  Ukewise  so 
many  rubs  in  the  way ;  and  it  sometimes  happens,  that 
a  number  cannot  agree  to  what  each  privately  thinks 
reasonable,  and  would  have  agreed  to,  ot  perhaps  pro- 
posed, if  alone.    But  this  as  the  parties  please. 

To  the  2d,  —  The  term  of  twenty-one  years  woidd 
be  better  for  all  sides.  The  suspension  of  hostilitiM 
should  be  expressed  to  be  between  all  parties  at  war; 
and  that  the  British  troops  and  ships  of  vi^ar  now  m 
any  of  the  United  States  be  withdrawn. 

To  the  Sdf  —  This  seems  needless^  and  is  a  thing 
that  may  be  done  or  omitted  as  you  please ;  America 
has  no  concern  about  those  acts  of  Pariiament 

To  the  Athj — The  reason  of  proposmg  this  is  not 
understood,  nor  the  use  of  it,  nor  Ivhat  inducemettt 
diere  can  be  f(»*  us  to  agree  to  it  When  you  oonM 
to  treat  with  both  your  enemies,  you  may  n^;otiaie 
away  as  much  of  these  engagements  as  jrou  can ;  but 
powers,  who  have  made  a  firm,  solid  league,  evidentljr 
useful  to  both,  can  never  be  prevailed  with  to  dissolve 
it  for  the  vague  expectation  of  another  in  nubibue; 
nor  even  on  the  certainty,  that  another  will  be  pro* 
posed,  without  knowing  what  are  to  be  its  artkdes. 
America  has  no  desire  of  being  free  fit)m  her  engage- 
ments to  France.    The  chief  is,  that  of  continuing  the 

*  See  ebofe,  p.  886. 
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wir  b  conjunctkm  Mrith  her,  and  not  making  a  sep- 
aimte  peace ;  and  thb  is  an  obligation  not  m  the  power 
of  America  to  dissolve,  being  an  obligation  of  gratitude 
andjmliee  towards  a  nation,  which  is  engaged  m  a 
war  on  her  account  and  for  her  protection ;  and  would 
be  for  efer  binding,  whether  such  an  article  existed  or 
not  in  the  treaty;  and,  though  it  did  not  exiti,  an 
honetC  American  would  cut  off  his  right  hand,  rather 
than  ago  an  agreement  with  Enghuid  coDtrary  to  the 
spirit  of  iL 

7>  th$  51ft,  — As  soon  as  you  please. 

if  you  had  mentioned  FVance  m  your  pi'opoaed  wmh 
paasioa  of  arms,  I  should  have  immediatdy  shows  k 
|0  the  minister,  and  have  endeavoured  to  support  that 
kiea.  As  it  stands,  I  am  m  doubt  whether  I  shal 
eommunicate  your  paper  or  not,  though  by  your  wril* 
mg  it  so  fiEur  it  seems  as  if  you  intended  it  if  I  do^ 
I  shall  acquamt  you  with  the  result. 

The  bill,  of  which  you  send  me  a  cof^,  was  wm 
eioeOent  one  at  the  time,  and  might  have  had  great 
and  good  effects,  if,  instead  of  teOmg  us  haughtfly, 
that  our  humble  petition  should  receive  no  answer, 
the  ministry'  had  received  and  enacted  that  biH  into  a 
hw.  It  might  have  erected  a  waD  of  brass  round 
England,  if  such  a  measure  had  been  adopted,  when 
Friar  BanmN  brazen  head  cried  out,  time  is!  BqI 
the  wisdom  of  it  was  not  seen,  till  after  the  &tal  cry 
of  TIME  *s  PAST !     I  am,  my  dear  friend,  &c 

B.  Feavxue. 
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,      TO    OEXERAL    BECKWITH,* 

Discouraging  his  Project  of  joining  the  American 

mSftny. 

PasiQrf  17  Majy  1779. 
Sir, 

Havmg  assured  you  verbally,  that  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  treat  or  agree  with  any  military  person,  of  any 
rank  whatever,  to  go  to  America,  I  understand  your 
expressions,  that  ^^you  will  take  your  chance^  if  Itkmk 
you  may  be  useful^**  to  mean,  that  you  will  go  over 
without  making  any  terms  with  me,  on  a  suppositioD, 
which  you  also  mention,  that  my  recommendati(Mi  wiD 
be  regarded  by  the  Congress,  and  that  you  shall  there- 
upon be  employed  in  our  armies. 

Whoever  has  seen  the  high  charact^  given  of  yoa 
by  Prince  Ferdmand  (under  whom  you  served)  to 
Lord  Chatham,  which  I  saw  when  in  Londcm,  must 
think  that  so  able  an  officer  might  have  been  exceed- 
mgly  useful  to  our  cause,  if  he  had  been  in  Ameiica 
at  the  begmning  of  the  war.  But  there  is  a  great 
difficulty  at  this  time  in  introducing  one  of  your  rank 
mto  our  armies,  now  that  they  are  all  arranged  and 
fully  officered;  and  this  kind  of  difficulty  has  been 
found  so  great,  and  the  Congress  has  been  so  embar- 
rassed with  numbers  of  officers  from  other  countriefl^ 
who  arrived  under  strong  recommendations,  that  they 
have  been  at  above  one  hundred  thousand  livres  ex- 
pense to  pay  the  charges  of  such  officers  in  coming 
to  America  and  returning  to  Europe,  rather  than  haz- 

*  General  Beckwith  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  battle  of  Min 
den,  and  he  served  afterwards  in  Germany.    He  sent  to  Dr.  FrtnUm 
a  copy  of  a  letter,  written  by  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Branswick  to  the 
Earl  of  Chatham,  in  1767,  highly  commendatory  of  his  chancter  and 
military  skill 
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art!  the  di^ronicnt,  the  placing  them,  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  own  otFicers  who  hud  served  from  the  begin- 
ning,  would   have  occasioned. 

Under  these  circumstances  they  have  not  merely  left 
me  without  authority,  but  they  have  in  express  tenns 
forbid  me  to  aga^e  with  or  encourage  by  any  means, 
the  going  over  of  officers  to  America  in  expectation 
of  emjiloyment.  As  to  my  recommendation,  whatever 
weight  it  might  have  had  formeriy,  it  has  in  several 
instances  been  so  improperiy  employed  through  the 
too  great  confidence  I  had  in  recommendations  from 
others  that  I  think  it  would  at  present  be  of  no  ioH 
portance,  if  it  were  necessary ;  but  after  that  above  mcR- 
tioned  of  so  great  a  general,  and  so  good  a  judge  of 
military  merit  as  Prince  Ferdinand,  a  character  of  yon 
from  me  would  be  impertinence. 

V]xm  the  whole,  I  can  only  say,  that,  if  you  cbooae 
to  go  over  and  settle  in  our  land  of  liberty,  I  shal 
be  glad  to  find  you  there  on  my  return  as  a  fidow 
dtixen,  because  I  believe  you  will  be  a  very  good  one, 
and  resfxrcted  there  as  such  by  the  people.  But  I 
eannot  advise  or  countenance  your  going  thither  with 
the  ex{)c^tation  you  mention.  With  great  esteem,  I 
have  the  honor  to  bt%  &c. 

B.   FRA!fRUir. 


rou  Till.  0D 
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TO   THE    C031MITTEE   OF   FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Receives  his   Credentials  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

—  Presented  to  the  King. — Paul  Joneses  Squadron. 

—  Prisoners.  —  JVecker.  —  Lee  and  Izard.  —  Cbn- 
suls.  —  Barbary  Powers.  —  Spain.  —  France. 

Tnatjf  96  Jfaj,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette*  who  arrived  here  the 
11th  of  February,  brought  me  yours  of  Octobw  28th, 
and  the  new  commission,  credentials,  and  instructi(Hi% 
which  the  Congress  have  honored  me  with.  I  have 
not  since  had  an  opportunity  of  writingt  that  I  could 
trust ;  for  I  see,  by  several  instances^  the  orders  given 
to  private  captains  to  throw  their  despatches  into 
the  sea,  when  likely  to  be  taken,  are  sometimes  ne- 
glected, and  sometimes  so  badly  executed,  that  the 
letters  are  recovered  by  the  enemy,  and  much  incon- 
venience has  attended  their  interception.  You  men- 
tion, that  you  should  speedily  have  opportunities  of 
forwarding  duplicates  and  triplicates  oS  the  pfl{)en; 
none  of  them  has  ever  come  to  hand,  nor  have  I  re- 
ceived any  other  line  from  you  of  later  date. 

I  immediately  acquainted  the  minister  of  fin^eign 
affairs  with  my  appointment,  and  communicated  to 
him,  as  usual,  a  copy  of  my  credential  letter,  on  which 
a  day  was  named  for  my  reception.  A  fit  of  the  gout 
prevented  my  attendance  at  that  time,  and  for  some 
wrecks  after ;  but,  as  soon  as  I  was  able  to  go  through 
the  ceremony,  I  went  to  Versailles,  and  was  presented 
to  the  King,  and  received  in  all  the  forms.  I  deliv- 
ered the  letter  of  Congress  into  his  Majesty's  own 
hands,  who,  in  the  most  gracious  manner,  exjHBSsed 
his  satisfaction.    And  I  have  smce  constandy  attended 
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the  leree  erery  Tuesday,  with  the  other  fcragn  nihi- 
liters,  and  have  taken  erery  proper  occaaon  of  ro- 
peatinfc  the  assuraiMes  I  am  instructed  to  give,  of  the 
grateful  siMitimentH  of  Congress,  and  their  determinad 
iMolution  to  fulfil  religiousiy  their  engagements.  Much 
pains  is  constantly  taken  by  the  enemy  to  weaken  the 
confidence  of  this  court  m  their  new  allies,  by  repre- 
aenimg  our  people  as  weary  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
gofemment  of  Congress ;  which  body,  too^  they  repre- 
as  distracted  by  dissensions,  &c;  but  aD  this  has 
litdc  efiect,  and,  when  on  some  occasions  it  has 
aaemed  to  make  a  little  impresskm,  and  create  some 
apprehensions,  I  have  not  found  it  difficult  to  remote 
them.  And  it  is  my  firm  opmion,  that,  notwithstaad* 
ing  the  great  bsses  sufiered  by  the  commerce  of  this 
UnKdom,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  dii> 
position  of  the  court  to  continue  it  (til  its  puipose  of 
establishing  our  independence  b  completed)  is  not  the 
laast  changed,  nor  their  regard  Cor  us  diminished. 

The  end  of  that  {wt  of  the  instructions,  which  re- 
htes  to  American  seamen  taken  by  the  French  m 
Engtisb  ships*  had  already  been  obtamed,  Captam  Jones 
having  had  for  some  time  an  onler  bom  courts  dirsd* 
ed  to  tlie  kt*e{)cni  of  the  prisonent,  requiring  them  to 
deliver  u»  him  Hurh  Americans  as  should  be  found  in 
their  hands,  that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to  serve  un- 
der hi.H  command.  Most  of  them  have  accoitlingiy 
been  ilelivered  to  him,  if  nut  alL  The  minister  of 
tbr  miuiiii\  ha\ing  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  hffll, 
from  hi.4  conduct  and  braver}'  in  taking  the  Drmk$^ 
w^H  desirous  of  em|4oying  him  in  the  command  of 
a  [lartieular  enterprise,  and  to  that  end  reqtiested  us 
to  s|>are  him,  which  we  did,  and  S4*nt  the  Ramgmr 
home,  under  the  command  of  his  lieutenant  Various 
accidents  have  hitherto  postponed  his  eqnqimenit  but 
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he  now  has  the  command  of  a  fifty-gun  ship  with 
some  frigates,  all  under  American  commissions  and 
colors,  fitted  out  at  the  King's  expense,  and  will  sai), 
it  is  said,  about  the  1st  of  June. 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  was,  with  some  land 
troops,  to  have  gone  with  him ;  but  I  now  understand 
the  Marquis  is  not  to  go,  the  plan  being  a  litde  changed. 

The  Juiiance  being  weakly  manned  at  first,  and  the 
captain  judging  it  necessary  to  be  fi'eed  fix>m  thirty- 
eight  of  his  men,  who  had  been  concerned  in  a  con- 
spiracy, and  unwilling  to  take  French  seamen,  I  thought 
it  best  to  send  him  directly  home,  as  his  ship  might 
be  of  some  protection  to  the  vessels  then  about  saO- 
ing  to  America,  and  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  desirons 
of  returning  soon,  might  be  accommodated  with  a  pas- 
sage in  a  swift-sailing  vessel  I  accordingly  oflfeied 
her  as  a  convoy  to  the  trade  at  Nantes ;  but  the  gen- 
tlemen concerned  did  not  think  fit  to  wait  for  getting 
ready,  as  a  French  convoy  ofiered,  for  at  least  part 
of  the  voyage ;  and,  the  minister  requesting  she  might 
be  added  to  Captain  Jones's  litde  squadron,  and  of- 
fering to  give  a  passage  to  Mr.  Adams  in  the  fiigate 
with  the  new  ambassador,  and  to  complete  the  JU- 
liance^s  complement  of  men,  I  thought  it  best  to  con- 
tinue her  a  little  longer  in  Europe,  hoping  she  may, 
in  the  projected  cruise,  by  her  extraordmary  swiftness, 
be  a  means  of  taking  prisoners  enough  to  redeem  the 
rest  of  our  countrymen,  now  in  the  English  gaols. 
With  this  view,  as  well  as  to  oblige  the  minister,  I 
ordered  her  to  join  Captain  Jones  at  L'Orient,  and 
obey  his  ordci-s,  where  she  is  now  accordmgly. 

There  have  been  great  misunderstandings  between 
the  ofTicers  of  that  ship  and  their  captain,  and  great 
discontents  among  the  men  for  want  of  clothes  and 
money.    I  have  been  obliged  to  make  great  advances 
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to  appcttie  tbosie  discoDtenU,  and  I  now  bope  the  tu- 
Cbofity  and  prudence  of  Captain  Jones  wiil  be  able 
to  remove*  or  at  least  to  prevent,  tbe  iU  effects  of 
chose  misunderstandings.  Tbe  conspirators  are  de- 
tamed  in  prison,  and  will  remain  there,  subject  to  such 
directioos  as  Con^^ress  may  think  fit  to  give  cuncem* 
mg  them.  Tbe  courts  hen  would  not,  because  they 
properly  could  not,  undertake  to  try  them ;  and  we  had 
Boc  captains  enough  to  make  a  court-martial  fur  tbe 
purpose.  Tbe  si^nding  them  to  America,  with  evidence 
to  convict  them,  will  be  a  great  trouble  and  expense ; 
«k1  perhaps  their  offence  cannot  be  so  clearly  made 
cot,  as  to  justify  a  punishment  suthcient  to  deter  by 
its  exemplary  severity.  Possibly,  the  best  use,  that 
can  be  made  ol*  them,  is  to  give  them  m  exchange 
for  as  many  Americans  in  the  cartel  now  operating 
here.  I'he  perfidious  conduct  of  tbe  English  and 
Scotch  sailors  in  our  service,  a  good  deal  discourages 
the  idea  of  taking  them  out  of  those  prisotis  in  order 
to  empk>y  them. 

TluH  cartel  is  at  length  brought  about  by  the  in* 
deiatiguhle  endeavours  o(  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and 
a  long  ileckinHl  one  to  America,  Mr.  Hartley,  member 
of  Parliament  for  HulL  The  ship  employed  has  al> 
ready  bnnight  us  one  cargo  from  the  prison  at  Plym* 
ooth.  The  numlier  was  intended  ibr  a  hundred,  but 
proved  ninety-seven,  and  she  bi  returned  with  as  many 
m  exrhangt%  to  tning  us  a  second  numt>er  from  the 
prison  at  Portsmouth.  This  is  to  anitinue  till  all  are 
exrhanx<'<i.  Tht*  Americans  are  chiefly  engaged  with 
Captain  Jone^  and  I«andat5.  Thin  exchange  is  the 
mtin*  remarkable,  as  4>ur  pi*o()ie  were  all  committed 
as  (or  hi^h  tn^ason. 

Agmcahly  to  the  jw'venth  instruction,  I  have  eaitiest* 
ly  reconmiended  the  reduction  of  Halifax  and  Queboc 
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The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  joined  me  warmly  in  the 
application  for  this  purpose,  and  I  hope  we  shall  in 
due  time  see  some  good  effects  from  it.  I  have  also 
in  various  ways,  and  through  different  channels,  laid 
before  the  ministry  the  distressed  state  of  our  finances 
in  America.  There  seems  a  great  willingness  in  aU 
of  them  to  help  us,  except  in  the  controller,  M.  Necker, 
who  is  said  not  to  be  well  disposed  tovrards  us,  and 
is  supposed  to  embarrass  every  measure  proposed  to 
relieve  us  by  grants  of  money.  It  is  certain,  that  un- 
der the  resolution,  perhaps  too  hastily  declared,  of  the 
Eang's  imposing  no  new  taxes  on  his  subjects  for  this 
year,  the  court  has  great  difficulties  in  defraying  pres- 
ent expense,  the  vast  exertions  to  put  the  navy  in  a 
condition  to  equal  that  of  England  having  cost  immense 
sums. 

There  is  also  a  prevailing  opinion,  that  the  most  rf- 
fectual  service  to  us  is  to  be  expected  fix)m  render- 
ing their  marine  superior  to  that  of  England.  The 
King  has,  however,  to  encourage  our  loan  in  Holland, 
been  so  good  as  to  engage,  under  his  hand,  to  be  se- 
curity for  our  payment  of  the  interest  of  three  millions 
of  Ii\Tes ;  but  that  loan  has  not  yet  amounted  to  mare 
than  about  eighty  thousand  florins.  Dr.  Price,  whose 
assistance  was  requested  by  Congress,  has  declined 
that  service,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  of  his  letter 
enclosed.*  To  me  it  seems,  that  the  measure  recom- 
mended by  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  for  diminishing 
the  quantity  of  paper  by  taxes  of  lai^e  nominal  sums, 
must  have  very  salutary  effects. 

•  Congress  had  passed  the  following  resolution,  October  Gth,  1778» 
^^  Resolved,  That  the  Honorable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and 
John  Adams,  or  any  of  them,  be  directed  forthwith  to  apply  to  Dr* 
Price,  and  infonn  him,  that  it  is  tlie  desire  of  Congress  to  conuder  him 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  to  receive  his  assistance  in  regu- 
lating their  finances.    That,  if  he  shall  think  it  expedient  to  remove 
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Ai  to  your  finances  here,  it  is  fit  tint  you  should 
know  the  slate  of  iheoL  When  the  Commissioners  of 
Congrvss  made  the  proposition  of  paybg  the  interest 
at  Paris  of  the  money  boiTowed  in  America,  they  an* 
dentood  the  loan  to  be  of  five  millions  of  doUars. 
They  obtained  from  government  sums  more  than  suf- 
ficient for  the  interest  of  such  a  sum.  That  sum  has 
been  increased ;  and,  if  they  could  otherwise  have  pro- 
vided for  it,  they  have  been  from  tnne  to  time  drabed 
by  a  number  of  unforeseen  expenses,  of  which  the 
Congress  had  no  knowledge,  and  of  others,  occasioned 
by  their  orders  and  drafts ;  and  the  cargoes  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  by  the  Committee  have  some  of  then 
been  treacherously  run  away  with  by  the  seamen,  or 
taken  by  the  enemy,  or,  when  arrived,  have  been  hith- 
erto applied  toward  the  payment  of  debts,  the  tobae- 
cot  to  the  farmers-general  according  to  contract,  and 
the  rice  and  indigo  to  Messrs.  Ilortaiez  &  Co,  fiom 
whom,  l>y  the  way,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
procure  any  account* 

villi  hM  fmrail)-  u>  Anw*rK*ft,  and  afloH  Mirh  aMiaUot*,  ft  gmmmm  p«»> 
▼«i>m  •Hall  bf  iiiai)**  fur  rr«)titUni;  hi*  ac^nrirr*.** 

Thr  ro(nmtMit>n<*rt  forwardrci  thta  rraotvr  to  Dr.  Price,  who  replM 
m  (UWiwa. 

''I>r.  Prwrr  r<*tum«  hm  hrmi  thanka  tti  the  ii«>ciiirable  Bei|iftaHa  Fiftsk* 
ltti»  Arthur  I^**-,  nn<l  S%tUn  Adam*,  dr  ccinvrrinf  U*  htm  the  rranlttticMi 
ef  Cnngrr^  of  t>i*»  filh  «f  CVt«»b4«r  laM,  hv  whirh  he  la  invitiN!  to  be* 
done  a  mi-iith«'r  of  ih«*  I'mtf^d  HlatMt,  and  to  inve  hia  aaaiataae*  ta 
refiufttinK  tVir  fm«nci»«.  It  i«  ikH  |MM»ibl«*  fur  hua  to  riprw  Um 
a^na^  h«*  hi«  of  th"  H«inor,  »htrh  tlit«  r«*iM»liiti<ta  d(M*«  built,  and  the  atl- 
aalactiofi  with  whH'h  h«*  rriWti  (»n  the  fa\i»rabl«*  opimoa  of  hitn  whiell 
haa  (jrraatt>fi«d  it.  But  h<*  knn«a  himarlf  fitK  to  b<*  auSkteiUly  yifthS>i 
Car  iti^i"C  ■**'''*  twiMtAnc**;  and  hr  la  io  ronnrcted  la  ihia  cououy,  aa4 
al»o  ad%an«*ifi{*  ••»  fnat  in  tht*  «*«riiin|f  of  lift*,  tiiat  hr  cannot  think  o^ 
a  r«*m>>%ftl.  Il«*  r«*t]«ir^A  thi*  fa%or  of  thf  ||fii<.rable  Cii<nmiaatofief«  to 
traoaaiit  tiiw  r^plf  tu  (*(»n|trrM,  with  a«aunincra  that  Or.  Price  fi*<*la  thft 
wartiw  -t  |fm*aii<i«'  f>«r  tin*  notire  takrn  of  him,  and  thai  he  Imaka  y$ 
th^  Ariv  rtrari  Stit* «.  aa  note  U»e  ho|>r,  affl  Iik*'l)  aaeA  lu  becuiaa  tht 
r^lbfe  uf  mankind.**  ^  Lemtfan,  Mmmmy  IHU,  I77U. 
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I  have  lately  employed  an  accountant^  the  son  of 
our  banker,  to  form  complete  books  of  our  accounts, 
to  be  sent  to  Congress.  They  are  not  yet  ready. 
When  they  are,  I  shall  send  them  by  the  first  safe 
opportunity.  In  the  mean  time,  I  may  just  mentkm 
some  particulars  of  our  disbursements.  Great  quan- 
tities of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  naval  storeSi 
sent  from  time  to  time;  payment  of  bills  fix)m  Mr. 
Bingham,  one  hundred  thousand  livres;  Congress  biUs 
m  favor  of  Haywood  &  Co.,  above  two  huncbed  thou- 
sand; advanced  to  Mr.  Ross,  about  twenty  thousand 
pounds  sterlmg ;  paid  Congress  drafts  m  favor  of  re- 
turned officers,  ninety-three  thousand  and  eighty  livres; 
to  our  prisoners  in  England,  and  after  their  escape  to 
help  them  home,  and  to  other  Americans  here  in  dis- 
tress, a  great  sum,  I  cannot  at  present  say  how  mucb; 
supplies  to  Mr.  Hodge  for  fitting  out  Captain  Coa- 
yngham,  very  considerable ;  for  the  freight  of  ships  to 
carry  over  the  supplies,  great  sums;  to  Mr.  WiUiam 
Lee  and  Mr.  Izard,  five  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling;  and  for  fitting  the  frigates  Raleigh^  Mfrid^ 
Boston^  ProvidencBj  .Alliance,  Ranger^  &lc^  I  imagine 
not  less  than  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  livres  eadi» 
taken  one  with  another;  and  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  English  prisoners,  I  believe,  when  I  get  in  all  the 
accounts,  I  shall  find  one  hundred  thousand  livres  not 
sufiicient,  having  already  paid  above  sixty-five  thousand 
on  that  article.  And  now,  the  drafts  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  loans  coming  very  fast  upon  me,  the  anxie^ 
I  have  sufiered,  and  the  distress  of  mind  lest  I  should 
not  be  able  to  pay  them,  have  for  a  long  time  been 
very  great  mdeed. 

To  apply  again  to  this  court  for  money  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  which  they  had  already  over  and  over 
again  provided  for  and   furnished  us,  was  extremely 
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awkwaid.  I  thwefore  repealed  the  ge$und  applicm- 
tioiis»  which  we  had  made  when  togelher,  for  aids  of 
BMoe? ;  and  received  the  general  answcrsi  that  the  ex* 
pease  of  government  for  the  navy  was  so  great,  that 
at  present  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  furnish  the 
aeoessar)'  supplies;  that  France,  by  sending  a  fleet 
to  America,  obliged  the  enemy  to  divide  their  forces^ 
and  left  them  so  weak  on  the  continent,  as  to  aid  ui 
by  lessening  our  expense,  if  it  coukl  not  by  giving  us 
money,  Uc  &c. ;  and  I  was  asked  if  we  dkl  not  re- 
eetve  money  from  Spain.  I  know,  indeedt  of  some 
BKMiey  received  from  thence,  and  I  have  heard  of  more^ 
but  know  not  how  much,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  as  minister 
far  Spain,  ha>ing  taken  to  himself  all  the  management 
of  tlttt  affiur,  and  will  account  to  Congress.  I  only 
■iderstand,  that  there  is  none  of  it  left  to  assist  m 
paying  Congress  bills. 

I  at  length  obtained,  as  above  mentioned,  the  iCing^ 
torn  far  payment  of  the  interest  of  three  millions,  if 
I  oouU  borrow  it  in  Holland,  or  elsewhere ;  but,  though 
two  eminent  hounes  in  Amsterdam  have  undertaken 
it,  and  h;ul  ho()es  of  success,  they  have  both  budy 
written  to  me,  that  the  great  demands  of  money  far 
Germany  and  for  England  had  raised  interest  above 
our  limits  and  that  the  successes  of  the  English  m 
Georgia  and  St.  Lucia,  and  in  destroying  the  French 
tradi\  with  the  sup|x)sed  diviskns  m  Congress,  all 
much  miMcnitied  by  the  British  minister,  and  the  press 
ing  a|>i>lii*uti(m  to  Ikntow  by  several  of  our  States  sep* 
arately,  had  made  the  moneyed  |MMipks  doubtful  of  our 
stal>ility,  as  well  as  our  ability  to  repay  what  might  bo 
lent  U2S  and  that  it  was  nece!!»!iar)'  to  wait  a  more  fa* 
vorable  moment  for  proceeding  with  our  ban. 

Ill  thi:»  >ituatic>n,  I  have  been  a{)plied  to  by  Mr.  Wl* 
liam  Iax\  and  lately,  through  our  banker,  by  Mr.  Ixard, 
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for  more  money  for  their  expenses;  and  I  am  tdd,  there 
is  much  anger  agamst  me  for  declining  to  furnish  them, 
and  that  I  am  charged  with  disobeying  an  order  of 
Congress,"^  and  with  cruelly  attempting  to  distress  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  in  the  service  of  their  countiy.  Thejr 
have,  indeed,  produced  to  me  a  resdve  rf  Congress, 
empowering  them  to  draw  on  the  Conunissioners  in 
France  for  their  expenses  at  foreign  courts ;  and  doubt- 
less Congress,  when  that  resolve  was  made,  intended 
to  enable  us  to  pay  those  drafts ;  but,  as  that  has  not 
been  done,  and  the  gendemen  (except  Mr.  Lee  for  t 
few  weeks)  have  not  incurred  any  expense  at  foreign 
courts,  and,  if  they  had,  the  five  thousand  five  hundred 
guineas,  received  by  them  in  about  nine  months,  seem- 
ed an  ample  provision  for  it,  and  as  both  of  them  might 
command  money  from  England,  I  do  not  conceive  that 
I  disobeyed  an  order  of  Congress,  and  that,  if  I  didy 
the  circumstances  will  excuse  it;  and  I  could  have 
no  intention  to  distress  them,  because  I  must  know 
it  is  out  of  my  power,  as  their  private  fortunes  sad 
credit  will  enable  them  at  all  times  to  pay  their 
expenses. 

In  short,  the  dreadful  consequences  (rf*  ruin  to 
public  credit,  both  in  America  and  Europe,  that  must 
attend  protesting  a  single  Congress  draft  for  interest, 
after  our  funds  were  out,  would  have  weighed  with 
me  against  the  payment  of  more  money  to  those  gen* 
tlemen,  if  the  demand  had  otherwise  been  well  founded. 
I  am,  however,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress ;  and,  if 
I  have  done  amiss,  must  submit  dutifully  to  their  cen- 
sure. Thanks  to  God,  I  have  this  last  week  got  over 
the  difficulty,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  bills,  which  w31 
all  be  punctually  paid ;  but  if  the  Navy  Board  sends 
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More  ships  here  to  be  fitted,  or  the  Conp{re»  mntinve 
to  draw  ibr  the  payment  of  other  debt^  the  ships  w3 
be  disappobtcd,  and  I  shall  probably  be  made  a  beak* 
rvpt,  anless  funds  are  at  the  same  tnae  sent  ofer  to 
discharge  such  demands. 

With  regard  to  the  fittioK  out  of  ships^  rooriring  and 
disposiag  of  cargoes,  and  purrha^ng  of  snppBes,  I  beg 
leave  to  mention^  that,  besides  my  bemg  whoOy  unac* 
qvainled  with  such  business,  the  distance  I  am  from 
the  ports  renders  my  having  any  thing  to  do  with  it 
extremely  inconvenient  Commercial  agents  have  m* 
deed  been  appointed  by  Mr.  William  Lee;  but  they 
and  the  captains  are  continually  writing  kw  my  opinion 
or  ordersi  or  leave  to  do  this  or  that,  by  which  much 
lime  is  lost  to  them,  and  much  of  mine  taken  np  to 
Enle  purpose,  from  my  ignorance.  I  see  deariy,  how* 
ever,  that  many  of  the  captains  are  exoriNtant  in  their 
demands,  and  in  some  cases  I  thmk  those  demands 
an  too  easily  complied  with  by  the  agents,  perhaps 
because  the  commissions  are  in  proportion  to  the  ex* 
pense.  I  wi>h,  therefore,  the  Congress  would  appoint 
the  consuls  they  have  a  right  to  afipoint  by  the  treaty, 
and  put  into  their  hands  all  that  sort  of  employment 
I  have  in  my  desk,  I  suppose,  not  less  than  fifty  ap» 
plications  from  ditferent  ports,  praving  the  a()pointment» 
and  oflering  to  serve  gratis  for  the  honor  of  it,  and  the 
advantage  it  gives  in  trade ;  but  I  imagine,  that,  if  con- 
sub  sin*  a|>|Hiinted,  tli(*y  will  Ive  of  our  own  peopb 
from  America,  who,  if  they  should  make  fortunes  abroad, 
might  return  with  thi*m  to  their  country. 

The  commissions  demandeil  by  the  agents  seem 
lo  me  in  some  cases  ver>'  high.  For  instance,  Mr. 
Schweighauser,  in  a  bte  account,  charges  five  per  cent 
on  I  be  simple  deb  very  of  the  tobaccos  to  the 
of  the  larmers*general  in  the  port,  and  by  that 
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makes  the  commission  on  the  delivery  of  the  two  last 
cargoes  amount  to  about  six  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
sterling.  As  there  was  no  sale  in  the  case,  he  has, 
in  order  to  calculate  the  commission,  valued  the  to- 
bacco at  ninety  livres  the  hundred  weight ;  whereas,  it 
was,  by  our  contract  with  the  farmers,  to  be  delivered 
at  about  forty  livres.  I  got  a  friend,  who  was  gdng 
upon  change,  to  mquire  among  the  merchants  what 
was  the  custom  m  such  cases  of  delivery.  I  send  n- 
closed  the  result  he  has  given  me  d*  hb  inquiries,  la 
consequence,  I  have  refused  to  pay  the  commissioii 
of  five  per  cent  on  this  article;  and  I  know  not  why 
it  was,  as  is  said,  agreed  with  him  at  the  time  of  ik 
appointment,  that  he  should  have  five  p^  cent  on  his 
transactions,  if  the  custom  is  only  two  per  cent,  as 
by  my  information. 

I  have  mentioned  above  the  applifcatkms  of  separate 
States  to  borrow  money  m  Europe,  oa  vdiich  I  beg 
leave  to  remark,  that,  when  the  General  Congress  are 
endeavouring  to  obtain  a  loan,  these  separate  attempts 
mterfere,  and  are  extremely  inconvenient,  espedaJfy 
where  some  of  the  agents  are  empowered  to  offer  a 
higher  interest,  and  some  have  powers  in  that  respect 
unlimited.  We  have  likewise  lately  had  applications 
from  three  several  States  to  this  court,  to  be  famished 
with  great  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  dothmg^ 
or  with  money  upon  credit  to  buy  them;  and  from 
one  State  to  be  supplied  with  naval  stores  and  ships 
of  war.  These  agents,  finding  that  they  had  not  in- 
terest to  obtain  such  grants,  have  severally  apfdied  to 
me,  and  seem  to  think  it  my  duty,  as  minister  bt  the 
United  States,  to  support  and  enforce  thor  paiticnkr 
demands.  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  so ;  but  I  find  die 
ministers  do  not  like  these  separate  applications^  and 
seem  to  think,  that  they  shoidd  propeily  come  onlf 
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chffouKh  Congress,  to  whom  the  several  States  m  such 
case!*  ought  first  to  make  known  their  wants,  and  iheo 
the  Congress  could  instnict  their  minister  accordingly* 
This  would  save  the  King*s  ministers  a  good  deal  of 
trouMe,  and  the  several  States  the  expense  of  these 
particular  agents;  concerning  wh(Mn  I  would  add  a 
little  remark,  that  we  have  in  America,  too  readily,  in 
various  instances,  given  faith  to  the  pretensions  of  stran* 
gens  from  Humpe,  w*ho  offer  their  senices  as  per- 
sons  who  have  powerful  friends  and  great  interest  ia 
their  own  country,  and  by  that  means  obtain  coatracta, 
ofders,  or  commissions,  to  procure  what  we  want,  and 
who,  when  they  come  here,  are  totally  unknown,  and 
have  no  other  credit  but  what  such  commissions  give 
thenu  or,  if  known,  the  commissions  do  not  add  ao 
much  to  their  credit  as  they  diminish  that  of  their  em- 
ployers. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  a  Frenchman,  set- 
tkd  in  one  of  the  ports  of  Barbary,  offering  himself  to 
act  as  our  minister  with  the  Emperor,  with  whom  he 
preteniled  to  Ih*  intimate,  and  acquainting  me,  that  his 
Imperial  Majesty  wondennl  we  had  never  sent  to  thank 
him  Uw  Ihmiij;  the  first  |M>wer  on  this*  side  of  the  At- 
bntir  that  had  ackn(>wletlge<l  our  independence,  and 
openi*il  his  |mh1s  to  us;  ailvLning  that  we  shoukl  send 
the  Km|N*rt>r  a  pr«*s<*nt.  On  inquiry'  at  the  office  in 
wh<»M*  d«|»artrnrnt  Alrira  is  inrluded,  I  lenruetl  th<»  char- 
artfT  i»f  this  man  to  Ih«  such,  that  it  was  not  safe  to 
have  any  <*om*>|Nind(*nre  with  him,  antl  therefore  I  did 
not  answtT  his  letters.  I  supp4»se  Congress  has  re- 
ceived the  mt*m(»nal  we  |)nv<«entcd  to  this  court  re- 
specting thf  R;u-I»ary  States,  and  requesting  the  King's 
good  4itlicfs  with  thfm,  agreeably  to  the  treaty;  and 
also  the  answrr,  expn*ssing  the  King's  readiness  to 
perform   those   good   oflkes  whenever  the  Coogreaa 
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should  send  us  instructions,  and  make  provision  for 
the  necessary,  presents;'**  or,  if  those  papers  have  not 
yet  got  to  hand,  they  will  be  found  among  the  copies 
carried  over  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  therefore  I  only  men- 
tion them  by  way  of  remembrance.  Whenever  a  treaty 
with  the  Emperor  is  intended,  I  suppose  s(»ne  of  oar 
naval  stores  will  be  an  acceptable  present,  and  the 
expectation  of  continued  supplies  of  such  stores^  t 
powerful  motive  for  entering  into  and  contmuing  t 
friendship. 

I  should  send  you  copies  of  several  other  memo- 
rials and  public  papers;  but,  as  Mr.  Adams  goes  in 
the  same  ship,  and  has  the  whole  of  our  transactions 
during  bis  time,  it  b  not  so  necessary  by  this  vessel 
The  disposition  of  this  nation  in  general  contmoes 
friendly  towards  us  and  our  cause ;  and  I  do  not  see 
the  least  diminution  of  it,  except  among  the  West 
India  merchants  and  planters,  whose  losses  have  ren- 
dered them  a  little  discontented.  Spain  has  been  kxig 
acting  as  a  mediator,  but  arming  aU  the  time  most 
vigorously.  Her  naval  force  is  now  very  great  indeed, 
and,  as'  her  last  proposition  of  a  long  truce,  in  whidi 
America  should  be  included  and  treated  as  independ- 
ent in  fact,  though  not  expresidy  acknowledged  as 
such,  has  been  lately  rejected  by  England,  it  is  now 
thought,  that  her  open  junction  with  France  in  tlie 
war  is  not  far  distant 

The  Commissioners  here  have  a  power  in  general 
terms  to  treat  of  peace,  friendship,  and  comma!€e  with 
European  States,  but  I  apprehend  this  is  scarce  ex- 
plicit enough  to  authorize  me  to  treat  oi  such  a  tmoe^ 
if  the  proposition  should  agam  come  upon  the  Iflpki 
I  therefore  wish  the  Congress  to  ccmsider  of  it,  and 

*  See  D^pUnnatie  CMrrcqMiufawc^  V  oL  L  pp.  401,  45^  46BL 
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gnre  such  powers  as  may  be  necessary  to  whom  tbey 
may  think  proper,  that,  if  a  &?ofable  opportunity  of 
making  an  advantageous  treaty  shoukl  offer,  it  may 
not  be  missed. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  was  going  to  America  with 
a  htfge  convoy  and  some  troops,  has  been  detanied  by 
a  little  attempt  upon  Jersey ;  and  contnry  wmds,  since 
that  affiur  was  over,  have  detained  him  further,  till  with* 
in  these  few  days. 

Since  I  began  i»Titing  this  letter,  I  have  received 
a  packet  fix>m  the  Committee,  by  way  of  Eustatia  and 
HoOand,  sent  by  Mr.  Lovell,  containing  hb  letters  of 
December  the  8th,  Januar)'  the  29th,  and  February 
the  8th,  with  one  finom  the  President,  dated  January 
the  3d  Several  papers  are  mentioned  as  sent  with 
them,  and  by  other  opportunities,  but  none  are  cone 
to  hand,  except  the  resolution  to  postpone  the  attempt 
on  Canaila ;  and  these  are  the  first  despatches  received 
here  since  the  date  of  those  sent  by  the  Marquis  de 
La&yette.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  finom  Mr.  Bmg- 
bam,  aajuainting  me,  that  the  ship  /Jeon^,  and  the 
Gfuerat  (iateM,  are  ju!(t  arrived  at  Martinique,  and  ap* 
ply  to  him  U)  l>e  careened,  refitted,  and  procure  a  fi^esh 
supply  of  pmvisions ;  and  that,  though  he  has  no  or* 
den,  he  must  draw  upon  me  for  the  expense.  I  think 
it  right  to  arc]uaint  you  thus  early,  that  I  shall  be 
obligtHl   to  protest  his  biUs. 

I  have  just  obtained  from  his  Majesty  orders  to  the 
gov<*nimt*nt  (»f  (iuadaloupe,  to  make  reasonable  repn* 
ration  to  C'aptain  (iiddens  of  Newbury  for  the  lost 
of  his  vessi'l,  sunk  in  mistake  by  a  battery  of  that 
isfamd.  (Irvtui  |in*{>arations  are  making  here,  with  much 
activity  in  all  the  seaports,  taking  up  transports,  and 
building  small  vcsm'Ih,  proper  for  the  bnding  of  troopti 
lie ;  so  that  many  think  an  bvasion  of  Enghnd  or 
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Ireland  is  intended.  The  intention^  whatever  it  is,  may 
change;  but  the  opinion  of  such  an  intention,  which 
seems  to  prevail  in  England,  may  tend  to  keep  their 
troops  and  ships  at  home. 

General  and  Lord  Howe,  Generals  Comwallis  and 
Grey,  Colonel  Montresor,  and  Captain  Hammond,  and 
others,  have  formally  given  it  as  their  opinion,  in  Par- 
liament, that  the  conquest  of  America  is  impracticable. 
This  week,  as  we  hear,  John  Maxwell,  Joseph  Gallo* 
way,  Andrew  Allen,  John  Patterson,  Theophilus  Mor- 
ris, Enoch  Story,  and  Jabez  Fisher,  are  to  be  exam- 
bed  to  prove  the  contrary.  One  would  think  the  fint 
set  were  likely  to  be  the  best  judges. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the 
Congress,  and  assure  them  of  my  most  feithfu!  ser- 
vices.   I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 


TO    SIR   EDWARD   NEWENHAM. 

Respecting  Irish  Emigrants  to  the  United  Slates. 

PasBj,  97  May,  1779L 

Sir, 

I  should  sooner  have  sent  this  passport,  but  that  I 
hoped  to  have  had  the  other  from  this  court  in  time 
to  send  with  it.  If  you  should  stay  a  few  days  in 
England,  and  will  let  me  know  how  it  may  be  directed 
to  you,  I  can  send  it  to  you  per  post 

I  received  some  time  since  a  letter  from  a  person 
at  Belfast,  informing  me,  that  a  great  number  of  people 
in  those  parts  were  desirous  of  going  to  settle  m 
America,  if  passports  could  be  obtained  for  them  and 
their  effects,  and  referring  me  to  you  for  future  m- 
formation.    I  shall  always  be  ready  to  aflford  eveiy 
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MMtanoe  and  security  in  my  power  to  such  under- 
takings,  when  they  are  reaDy  meanly  and  are  not  mere* 
ly  schemes  of  trade  with  views  of  introducing  Engbah 
manuiactures  into  America,  under  pretence  of  their  be* 
iog  the  substance  of  persons  going  there  to  settle. 

1  admire  the  spirit  with  which  1  see  the  Irish  are 
at  length  determined  to  daim  some  share  of  that  free* 
dom  of  commerce,  which  is  the  right  of  aO  mankind, 
but  which  they  have  been  so  bng  deprived  of  by  the 
abominable  selfishness  of  their  fellow  subjects.  To 
enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  the  climate,  soil,  and  attuap 
tion  in  which  God  and  nature  have  placed  US|  is  as 
dear  a  right  as  that  of  breathmg;  and  can  never  be 
jusdy  taken  from  men  but  as  a  punishment  for  some 
atrocious  crime. 

The  Englu^h  have  k)ng  seemed  to  thmk  it  a  righ^ 
which  none  could  have  but  themselves.  Their  mjus* 
tioe  has  already  cost  them  dear,  and,  if  persisted  in, 
will  be  their  ruin.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  greH 
esteem.  Sir,  &c.  B.  Feahklw. 


raOM    WILUAM   JOHBS   TO   B.    nUUfKLOI. 

Fresenting  a  TnuiMlation  of  a  pretended  fVagmeni  4jf 

PofybiuM. 

m  May,  177SI 

Mr.  Jones  prc5ients  his  best  respects  to  Dr.  Frankbik 
Since  I  hail  (he  honor  of  seeing  you  last,  I  amused 
myself  with  the  enck)sed  translation  of  a  curious  /Vqf* 
ment  of  Polyhius ;  which,  as  it  may  possibly  afford  you 
alsf3  sonic  little  amusement,  I  take  the  liberty  of  send* 
ing  to  you. 

It  wiU  Ih'  both  an  honor  and  a  pknunire  to  Mr. 
Paradise  and  myself  to  be  charged  with  any  oommii* 
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sions,  letters,  or  messages,  that  you  may  have  for  Eng- 
land.   We  leave  Paris  on  Wednesday  mcnning. 

My  friend  will  always  remember  with  gratitude  the 
kindness  you  have  shown  him.  Accept  my  hear^ 
thanks  for  your  obliging  attention  to  me,  and  be  as- 
sured of  my  eternal  veneration  and  esteem.* 

*  The  writer  of  this  note  was  the  celebrated  Sir  William  Jooat. 
The  object  of  his  visit  to  Paris  at  this  time  is  not  knowD ;  but  it  k 
supposed  to  have  been  political,  and  the  *'  Fra^rment  of  Poljbins,"  whidi 
he  sent  to  Dr.  Franklin,  would  soom  to  give  countentnce  to  such  u 
opinion. 

The  following  notes,  in  Mr.  Jones's  handwriting,  are  found  amoDg 
Dr.  Franklin's  papers. 

•<  Hold  du  Port  Mahon,  Rue  Jacob,  May  20f^  1779.  —  fiSr.  Pmdiw  «ad 
Mr.  Jonos  present  their  best  respects  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Thej  are  juit  ar- 
rived at  Paris ;  and,  as  they  were  desired  by  their  worthy  fiienda.  Dr.  Piiee 
and  Dr.  Priestley,  to  deliver  to  him  their  publications,  they  haTe  left  tkft 
books  and  letters  at  Passy,  where  they  propose  to  have  the  honor  of 
waiting  upon  the  most  respectable  of  patriots  and  philoeophers,  oo  laj 
morning  when  they  hear  that  he  is  likely  to  be  at  leisure." 

^June  Istj  1779. —  Mr.  Paradise  and  Mr.  Jones  present  their  beH 
respects  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Being  informed  that  the  King's  ponport  was 
absolxUdy  necessary  for  them  to  go  out  of  France,  they  sent  to  Ver- 
sailles for  tliat  purpose,  and  have  just  received  the  enclosed 
May  they  trouble  his  Excellency  to  insert  in  his  passport  what  they  i 
to  want,  namely,  that  Mr.  Paradise  is  an  American  gentleman,  h&m  M 
Greece,  (if  oil  ils  sont  nes  must  be  taken  literally,)  and  that  Mr.  Jones  k 
an  £n((lishman  witli  one  valet  de  chambrt.  They  are  aehamed  of  gif- 
ing  his  P^xccllcncy  tliis  trouble,  and  wish  him  perfect  health  and  hap- 
piness." 

"  Calais,  June  5thj  1779.  —  Mr.  Paradise  and  Mr.  Jones  present  their 
respects  to  Dr.  Franklin.  They  cannot  leave  Franco  without  repeating 
their  hearty  tlianks  for  tlie  kind  attention,  with  which  he  received  them  • 
at  Passy,  and  the  ai^reeable  hours  which  they  have  spent  in  his  oom- 
pany.  They  arrived  h^re  yesterday  in  very  good  time,  and  are  to  em- 
bark for  England  in  two  hours,  an  advantage  which  they  owe  to  lui 
kindness  in  procuring  a  pass  from  Versailles  with. so  mach  expedition* 
They  are  much  obliged  to  him  for  returning  his  own  pass,  which,  even 
if  it  should  not  be  immediately  useful  to  them  on  the  passage,  will  bo 
a  valuable  testimony  of  his  friendship.  They  will  carefblly  deliver  lui 
two  letters',  and  will  make  his  friends  happy  with  an  account  of  ioi 
healtli,  a  long  continuance  of  which,  with  all  possible  prosperity,  they 
wish  him  from  tlic  bottom  of  tlieir  hearts.  May  the  wisdom  and  vir- 
taes  of  their  excellent  and  respectable  ihend   secure  the  liberty  of 
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TO   JAMES    LOT  ELL. 

Citrrenqf.  —  Chargti  of  Lee  and  Izard.  — >  iMzema, 

PiMj,  t  June,  1771L 

Sir, 
I  rucvivecl  a  few  days  since,  via  Eustatia  and  Hol- 
land, the  tn|)licate9  of  your  ieveral  favore,  of  December 

thoar.  who  now  (nioy  it,  and  trach  thuM,  who  have  it  Dot,  to  know  ili 


Mr.  J«ion  Tinted  Kr«nc«  aeTrfal  tiinrt  dtinnij^  the  wv.  Lord  T«if»» 
Mumh  aayA,  tir  made  a  jtHirncy  t»  Pane  to  tiic  euaner  of  177U^  and  ia 
tbe  autunui  of  17H0.  lA/t  ^f  Sir  tTiUiam  Jamts.  %1  ed.,  p.  I8k*.  lie  wm 
imv  aleo  m  I7KI,  while  the  Commumttmmfm  were  Defobatiif  the  tietly 
•f  prece.  Thui  U«t  vwit  was  coaoected  with  a  pit>ject  Ibr  guiBf  Id 
JUnenca,  wtth  hw  fncnd  Mr.  Parmdwr,  oo  aumr  allktf  of  biaameaa,  which 
m  partly  eiplaiiH*d  by  the  f(41o«tng  eitfact  fn«n  a  letter,  wrllieo  bjr  Mr* 
hmm  to  Mr.  Baroa  Eyrr,  and  dated  October  9d,  iTtBL 

■I  haf«  bern  in  Knglainl  about  a  foftnifht  Th9  enuM  of  ay  !•• 
IBIB  M,  10  a  ft*w  Words,  thw ;  I  ought  to  have  ftireeeeOi  what  I  oev«r> 
tMIe—  did  Out  expc  rt,  that  tlie  eame  timidity  or  iiibecility,  which  noit 
■f  wihappy  fn«>nd  dt*<larr,  Uiat  he  nrtth*^  could  nor  would  go  to  Vi»- 
gMM  with«»(n  iiir,  would  make  hin  di^cUrt,  when  ho  aow  the  aoiii  mti 
fkc  wa«r«,  that  b«*  nritlirr  cnuld  nor  wiHild  go  at  all.  A  drrod  of 
•oflM  ima^pnary  danj^^r  ao  roerrated  him,  that  he  kept  hio  bed,  tai 
Vfolt  mr  word,  that,  if  h«*  aUyed  a  week  longrr  oi  Noalea«  ho  ahoald 
Woo  hi*  fro».>Q  uf  UiM  life.  My  npuotuUtuioo  had  ouoie  little  rflbo^ 
bat  th<-rr  «M  no  il>'{irnd«*nrr,  1  f.rtiod,  on  a  man  who  had  i»i*ne,  ho 
eoof<-aM*d,  on  hituw'!f;  and,  whrn  I  diMNwrrrd,  that  no  ihip,  with  evoa 
lolrrml'l'*  accfmiimdatKne,  wmuM  ooU  till  Hrptriiiber,  eo  ihot  I  coold  Ml 
kocp  oiy  ««*rd  With  my  fri«*iMU  in  Kogland,  by  rrtuming  ffooi  Amerioo 
befor*-  tin*  n*  w  y  »r,  I  rtiii*'  bai*k  thn»ugh  .Niinnandy  ah«Mit  th«'  nuddlo 
</  Auftt«t,  and.  harinc  a  f>*w  wfN*kf  to  apar«»,  made  a  vrry  pleaaant  ond 
npT'^iBg  rxninitHi  into  llolland*  which  I  traveroed  ftoai  oootb  lo 
ooith" 

It  ■»•  «ii;i;-t<w«l  hy  mit'.nt*  in  Paris,  that  tin*  »rhrtiH»  of  guing  tn  Ainer* 
ra  K«<1  a  i^MitM  nl  *  t\A  in  rrUti*>n  to  fh«*  tr«*«tT.  btit  thio  hoe  nnthor 
bren  ;>r  •«#•!  n<r  i-\(i:«jnrfl  ;  n-ir  ■•  it  raay  t.»  rotKnte,  thot  the  finfwll 
gmrrruiH  nt  r<.ii.il  \t\%v   f  iit(-rtain«*il   Im>p**»   of  any  rvault*    fnioi  aiich   0 

•rrnt   inf»«iin  at  tin*  ■ti;*r  ..f  tl fitft'^rray.     Dr.  FraiikliR  had  beeo 

ar^iiai*  tr,!  with  Mr.  J^nt^  in  Knglaiid,  n«>t  i4ily  a«  a  Fellow  of  th«*  RoytU 
HrM-irty.  *mi  %»  an  intiiitatr  ari|itainUiH-«»  *>(  tin*  Hni|de]r  Ibauly.  Mr, 
J- in*  arS  rwariU  uitrri*  il  Anita  M*na  Slu|>!ry,  daughtrr  of  the 
i4  ?tl    A«a|»h. 

Hi?'    tJA«  KaAtAWKAT  or  PoLVOioa  lo  the  Arra<«MS«  Na  L 
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the  8th,  January  the  29th,  and  February  the  8tb.  The 
preceding  copies  of  the  same  dates  nerer  came  to 
hand.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  newsp^;)er8| 
though  the  disputes  I  see  m  them  give  me  pain.  You 
observe  righdy,  that  the  want  of  good  conveyances 
obstructs  much  the  punctuality  of  your  correspondence. 
The  number  of  long  letters  I  have  written  to  America 
has  almost  discouraged  me  from  writing,  except  by 
such  an  opportunity  as  this.  You  may  judge  of  the 
uncertamty  of  your  letters  gettmg  to  hand,  when  I  teD 
you,  that  though  you  mention  having  sent  me  quadra- 
plicates  of  my  credentials,  only  those  by  the  Marquis 
de  Lafayette  have  yet  appeared. 

I  am  glad  to  understand,  that  you  are  taking  meas- 
ures to  restore  the  value  of  your  money,  by  taznig 
largely  to  reduce  the  quantity.  I  believe  no  financier 
m  the  world  can  put  you  upon  a  more  effectual  meth- 
od. The  English  have  had  a  little  flow  of  spiritSi 
lately,  from  their  success  against  the  trade  of  France^ 
and  the  news  of  the  imagmed  conquest  of  Georgia; 
but  the  growing  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spaii^ 
also,  begins  to  sober  them,  and,  like  people  who  haTB 
been  drunk  with  drams,  they  now  seem  to  have  bodi 
the  head  and  the  heart  ache.  The  late  lett^s  fiom 
thence  are  in  a  more  humble  style,  and  some  jxinted 
papers  by  the  last  post,  known  to  be  ministerial,  q>- 
pear  intended  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for 
propositions  of  peace.  But  these  ebbs  and  flows  are 
common  with  them,  and  the  duration  of  ndther  is  to 
be  relied  on. 

As  I  do  not  find,  by  any  of  yours,  that  a  long  letter 
of  mine  to  you  in  July  last,  has  come  to  hand,  I  send 
you  herewith  a  copy  of  it  (though  now  a  litde  staled 
as  it  serves  to  show  my  continued  good  opinicm  of  a 
gentleman,  who,  by  the  papers  you  have  sent  me^ 
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seems  to  l>o  hardly  used.  I  have  never  meddled  with 
the  dutpute  l>e(\%ecii  him  and  Mr.  Lee,  but  the  sus- 
pickm  o(  haung  a  gcKxl  wiU  to  him  has  drawn  upoo 
me  a  great  deal  of  ill  will  from  his  antagonist  The 
Congress  have  wisely  enjomed  the  ministers  m  Eu- 
rope  to  agive  with  one  another.  I  had  always  resol?- 
ed  to  have  no  quarrel,  and  have,  therefore,  made  it  a 
constant  rule  to  answer  no  angry,  affronting,  or  abusive 
letters,  of  which  I  have  received  many,  and  long  oiies^ 
from  Mr.  I^rc  and  Mr.  Izard,  who,  I  understand,  and 
•ee  indei-d  by  the  [lopers  have  been  writing  HberaBjr, 
or  rather  illiberally,  against  me,  to  prevent,  as  one  of 
them  says  here,  any  impressions  my  writings  agamst 
them  might  iKcasion  to  their  prejudice;  but  I  hafe 
never  before  mentioned  them  in  any  of  my  letters. 

Our  scheme  here  for  packet  boats  did  not  continue.* 
I  wish  Congress  ctiuld  (aD  upon  some  method  of  send* 
ing  some  little  light  vessds  once  a  month,  to  keep  op 
a  correspondence  more  regular.  Even  the  receiving 
of  letters  of  a  certam  date,  though  otherwise  of  no  in- 
portanciN  might  serve  to  refute  the  false  news  of  oar 
adversaries  on  both  si<les  of  the  water,  which  have 
somHimes  too  long  their  intended  effect  before  the 
truth  arrives.  I  see  that  frequently  little  pilot  boat% 
of  twenty -five  or  thirty  tons'  burden,  arrive  safe  horn 
Virginia ;  the  exfvnse  of  such  would  not  be  great 

I  lM*g  kM\e  to  recommend  earnestly  to  your  civffitiei 
M.  k'  ChrvalifT  de  la  Luzerne,  wht>  goes  over  to  sue* 
ceeil  M.  (l/'ranl,  as  the  King's  minister  to  the  Con* 
gm««.  He  iH'ars  here  a  most  amiable  character,  hts 
great  c(mn<*xi<ms  and  Is  a  ht*arty  friirnd  to  the  Ameri* 
can  raus<».     With  great  estec^m,  I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  FnAnmun. 


•  Sm  IMfUmMir  drnyiarfwu.  Vol.  L  |k  SSi. 
TOL.    VIII.  47 
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TO   HORATIO   GATES* 


Chevalier  de  Raymondis.  —  Capitulation  of  Saratoga.  — 
Dissensions  in  .America. 

Passy,  9  June,  177a 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  obliging  letter  by  the  Chevalier  de 
Raymondis,  who  appears  extremely  sensible  of  the  civil- 
ities he  received  at  Boston,  and  very  desirous  of  being 
serviceable  to  the  American  cause.  His  wound  is  not 
yet  right,  as  he  tells  me  there  is  a  part  of  the  bone 
still  to  be  cut  off.  But  he  is  otherwise  well  and  cheer- 
ful, and  has  a  great  respect  for  you. 

The  pride  of  England  was  never  so  humbled  by 
any  thmg  as  by  your  capitulation  of  Saratc^a.  They 
have  not  yet  got  over  it,  though  a  little  elevated  Hm 
sprmg  by  their  success  against  the  French  commercei 
But  the  growing  apprehension  of  having  Spain  too 
upon  their  hands  has  lately  brought  them  down  to  an 
humble  seriousness,  that  begins  to  appear  even  in  min- 
isterial discourses,  and  the  papers  of  ministerial  writers. 
All  the  happy  effects  of  that  transaction  for  America 
are  not  generally  known.  I  may  some  time  or  other 
acquaint  the  world  with  some  o(  them.  When  shaU 
we  meet  again  m  cheeriul  converse,  talk  over  our  ad- 
ventures, and  finish  with  a  quiet  game  of  chess? 

The  litde  dissensions  between  particular  States  in 
America  are  much  magnified  in  England,  and  they 
once  had  great  hopes  from  them.  I  consider  them, 
with  you,  as  the  effects  of  apparent  security;  which 
do  not  affect  the  grand  points  of  independence,  and 
adherence  to  treaties;  and  which  will  vanish  at  a  le- 

*  At  tbif  time  Major-General  in  the  American  aniif. 
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newed  appearance  of  danger.  This  court  coDtinoea 
heartily  our  friend,  and  the  whole  nation  are  warm  m 
our  faror;  excepting  only  a  few  West  Indians,  and 
merchants  in  that  trade,  whose  losses  make  them  a 
fittle  uneasy.  With  sincere  and  great  esteem  and  af- 
fection, I  am  erer,  dear  Sir,  Ace. 

B.  FmAJTKLiir. 


TO   RICHARD  RACKS. 

Rmpeding  urtam  Penom^  who  had  atUmpUd  te  n^^tn 
him.  —  Hi9  Gratuhami. 

P—y,  9  l«M^  17911 

I  am  very  easy  about  the  eflbrts  Messrs.  L 

and  are  using,  as  you  teD  me,  to  bjure  me  on 

that  side  of  the  water.  I  trust  m  the  justice  of  the 
Congress,  that  they  will  listen  to  no  accusations  against 
me,  that  I  hare  not  first  been  acquainted  with,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  answering.  I  know  those  gen- 
tiemen  have  plenty  of  iD  will  to  me,  though  I  hafe 
nerer  done  to  either  of  them  the  smallest  injury,  or 
gtren  the  Iea5t  just  cause  of  offence.  But  my  too 
great  reputation,  and  the  general  good  w9l  this  people 
hare  for  mo,  and  the  respect  they  show  me,  and  even 
the  compliments  they  make  me,  all  grieve  those  un- 
happy  K<*ntlrmi*n;  unhappy  indeed  in  their  tempen, 
and  in  the  dark,  uncomfortable  passions  of  jealousy, 
ani^er,  su^pirion,  envy,  and  malice.  It  b  enough  for 
ffrnxl  minds  to  be  affected  at  other  people's  mislbr* 
tune<;  but  they,  that  are  vexed  at  ever>body's  good 
lurk,  ran  never  be  happy.  I  take  no  other  revenge  of 
such  enemies  than  to  let  them  remain  in  the  misera* 
ble  Hituati<»n  in  which  their  malignant  natures  have 
ptaced  them,  by  endeavouring  to  support  an  estimable 
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character;  and  thus,  by  continuing  the  reputation  the 
world  has  hitherto  mdulged  me  with,  I  shall  continue 
them  in  their  present  state  of  damnation;  and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  reverse  my  conduct  for  the  alleviaticxi 
of  their  torments. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear,  that  my  grandson.  Temple 
Franklin,  bemg  with  me,  should  be  an  objection  agamst 
me,  and  that  there  is  a  cabal  for  removing  him.  Me- 
thmks  it  is  rather  some  merit,  that  I  have  rescued  a 
valuable  young  man  from  the  danger  of  being  a  Tory, 
and  fixed  him  m  honest  republican  Whig  principles; 
as  I  thmk,  from  the  integrity  of  his  disposition,  his  in- 
dustry, his  early  sagacity,  and  uncommon  abilities  for 
business,  he  may  in  time  become  of  great  service  to 
his  country.  It  is  enough  that  I  have  lost  mjsati; 
would  they  add  my  grandson  ?  An  old  man  of  seventy, 
I  undertook  a  winter  voyage  at  the  command  of  tlie 
Congress,  and  for  the  public  service,  with  no  other 
attendant  to  take  care  of  me.  I  am  continued  here 
m  a  foreign  country,  where,  if  I  am  sick,  his  filial  at- 
tention comforts  me,  and,  if  I  die,  I  have  a  chikl  to 
close  my  eyes  and  take  care  of  my  remains.  His 
dutiful  behaviour  towards  me,  and  his  diligence  and 
fidelity  in  business,  are  both  pleasing  and  useful  to 
me.  His  conduct,  as  my  private  secretary,  has  been 
unexceptionable,  and  I  am  confident  the  Congress  will 
never  think  of  separating  us. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  m  Ben  toa* 
He  is  a  good,  honest  lad,  and  will  make,  I  think,  m 
valuable  man.  He  had  made  as  much  proficiency  in 
his  learning,  as  the  boarding  school  he  was  at  could 
well  afford  him ;  and,  after  some  consideratbn  where  to 
find  a  better  for  him,  I   at  length  fixed   on  sending 

*  Mr.  Bache's  eldest  boil 
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him  to  Geocrg.  I  had  a  good  opportunity  by  a  gea* 
tkman  of  that  city,  wlui  had  a  pbce  for  him  in  hit 
chaise,  and  has  a  son  about  the  same  age  at  the  same 
acbooL  He  promised  to  take  care  of  him,  and  endoa- 
ed  I  send  you  the  ietteni  I  have  sbce  received  re* 
lating  to  him  and  from  him*  He  went  very  cheerfuQy, 
and  I  understand  is  very  happy.  I  miss  his  company 
on  Sundays  at  dinner.  But«  if  I  live,  and  I  can  find 
a  little  leisure,  I  shall  make  the  journey  next  qving  to 
see  him,  and  to  see  at  the  same  time  the  old  tUrlmm 
Vmted  SlaitM  of  Switzerland. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  I  continue  wdl  and  hearty* 
Undoubtedly  I  grow  okler,  but  I  think  the  last  ten 
years  have  made  no  great  diflmnce.  I  have  somn 
times  the  gout,  but  they  say  that  is  not  so  much  a 
diwase  as  a  remedy.  God  bless  you.  I  am  your  aP 
fectkmate  father,  B.  Fmamkum. 


TO   MRS.   SAAAH  BACHS. 

f.  a  3mm.  ITia 


Dbaa  Sallt, 

I  have  before  me  your  letters  of  October  88d  and 
January  17Kh.  They  are  the  only  ones  I  reoeivnd 
from  you  in  the  course  of  eighteen  months.  If  you 
knew  how  happy  your  k*iter5  make  me,  and  considered 
how  many  mlHcarnr,  I  think  you  wcnild  write  oftenar. 

I  am  nimh  obligi*il  to  the  Mi»>  Cliftons  for  the  kind 
care  they  took  of  my  houMS  and  furniture.  Present 
my  thankful  ackuowleilginent^  to  them,  and  teD  them 
I  wi^h  them  all  smmIs  of  happiness. 

The  clay  mt^dallion  of  me  you  say  you  gave  to  Mr. 
Hopkin^on  wa»  the  first  of  the  kind  made  in  France. 
A  variety  of  othen$  have  bet*n  made  ^ince  of  different 
siscsi;  some  to  be  set  in  the  bda  of  anuffboKf%  and 

TOL.  TIIL  FF 
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has  behaviour  in  every  reqied  unexoeptiooible,  I  alKNild 
■oi  part  with  tlie  ckiUt  but  with  ihe  empbjmieaL 
But  I  am  confident,  that,  whatever  may  be  pwpoaad 
by  weak  or  malicious  people,  the  Congress  b  too  wise 
and  too  good  to  think  of  treating  me  in  that  manner. 
Ben,  i  I  shoukl  live  bng  enough  to  want  it,  is  like 
to  be  another  comfort  to  me.  As  I  intend  hkn  for  a 
Pkesbyterian  as  weH  as  a  republican,  I  have  sent  him 
to  finish  his  education  at  Geneva.  He  is  much  grown, 
in  very  good  health,  draws  a  little,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enckwed,  learns  Latin,  writing,  arithmetic,  and 
dancing,  and  speaks  French  better  than  EngKsL  He 
made  a  transbtion  of  your  hist  letter  to  him,  so  that 
some  of  your  works  may  now  appear  in  a  foreign  bn* 
gnage.  He  has  not  been  long  firom  me.  I  send  the 
aooounts  I  have  of  him,  and  I  shall  put  hkn  m  mind 
of  writing  to  you.  I  cannot  propoae  to  you  to  part 
with  your  own  dear  WilL  I  must  one  of  these  days 
fo  back  to  see  him;  happy  to  be  once  more  all  tp» 
g^therl  but  futuritkm  are  uncertafai.  Teach  him,  how* 
ever,  in  the  mean  time,  to  dkect  his  worship  mora 
property,  for  the  deity  of  Hercules  b  now  quite  out  of 


The  present  you  mention  as  sent  by  me  was  rather 
that  of  a  merchant  at  Bordeaux;  for  he  would  never 
give  me  an>  account  of  U,  and  neither  Temple  nor  I 
know  any  tbiiig  of  the  particulars. 

When  I  began  to  read  your  account  of  the  high 
pric*e,s  of  k<mh1s,  **  a  pair  of  gbves  seven  dollars,  a  yard 
of  common  gauze  twenty-finjr  doUara,  and  that  it  now 
required  a  fortune  to  maintain  a  (amity  in  a  ver)'  pkun 
way,**  I  expected  you  would  conclude  with  telling  me^ 
that  everybody  as  well  as  yourself  was  grown  frugal 
and  industriou!! ;  and  I  could  scarce  believe  my  eyes 
m  reading   forward,  that  ''there  never  was  so  much 
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pleasure  and  dressing  going  on ; "  and  that  job  your- 
self wanted  black  pins  and  feathers  from  France  to 
appear,  I  suppose,  in  the  mode !  This  leads  me  to  im- 
agine, that  perhaps  it  is  not  so  much  that  the  goods 
are  grown  dear,  as  that  the  money  is  grown  cheapo 
as  every  thing  else  will  do  when  excessively  plenty; 
and  that  people  are  still  as  easy  nearly  in  their  cir- 
cumstances, as  when  a  pair  of  gloves  might  be  had  fir 
half  a  crown.  The  war  indeed  may  in  scmie  d^ree 
raise  the  prices  of  goods,  and  the  high  taxes  wludl 
are  necessary  to  support  the  war  may  make  our  fru- 
gality necessary;  and,  as  I  am  always  preaching  that 
doctrine,  I  cannot  in  conscience  or  in  decency  encour- 
age the  contrary,  by  my  example,  in  furnishing  my 
children  with  foolish  modes  and  luxuries.  I  therefisie 
send  all  the  articles  you  desire,  that  are  useful  and 
necessary,  and  omit  the  rest ;  for,  as  you  say  you  shoidd 
^have  great  pride  in  wearing  any  thing  I  send,  and 
showing  it  as  your  father's  taste,"  I  must  avoid  ^ving 
you  an  opportunity  of  doing  that  with  either  lace  or 
feathers.  If  you  ivear  your  cambric  ruffles  as  I  do^ 
and  take  care  not  to  mend  the  holes,  they  will  come 
in  tune  to  be  lace ;  and  feathers,  my  dear  girl,  maj  be 
had  in  America  from  every  cock's  tail 

If  you  happen  again  to  see  General  Wa^rngton, 
assure  him  of  my  very  great  and  sincere  respect,  and 
tell  him,  that  all  the  old  Generals  here  amuse  them- 
selves in  studying  the  accounts  of  his  operations,  and 
approve  highly  of  his  conduct. 

Present  my  affectionate  regards  to  all  fnends  that 
inquire  after  me,  particularly  Mr.  Duffield  and  famSy, 
and  write  oftener,  my  dear  child,  to  your  lovmg  father, 

B.  Frankun. 
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TO   JOHN   PAUL  JOirSB.  « 

Pany,  8  July,  177a 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favors  of  the  2d  and  4th  instant 
I  am  sorry  for  the  accidents,  that  have  obliged  your 
Mtde  squadron  to  return  and  refit,  but  I  hope  all  may 
be  for  the  best  Some  days  smce,  M.  de  Chaumont 
handed  to  me  the  substance  of  a  letter  m  Frmid^ 
which  contained  heads  of  the  mstructions,  that  ]VL  de 
Sartme  wished  me  to  give  you«  I  had  them  tranfl* 
kted,  and  put  into  the  form  of  a  letter  to  you,  whidk 
I  signed,  and  gave  back  to  M.  de  Chaumont,  who^  I 
suppose,  has  sent  it  to  you.  I  have  no  other  orden 
to  give;  for,  as  the  court  is  at  the  chief  expenae^  I 
think  they  have  the  best  right  to  direct 

I  observe  what  you  write  about  a  change  of  the 
destination ;  but,  when  a  thing  has  been  once  considF 
«^  and  determined  on  m  council^  they  do  not  eve 
to  resume  the  consideration  of  it,  having  much  buaiimi 
on  hand,  and  there  is  not  now  time  to  obtain  a  recon- 
sideration. It  has  been  hmted  to  me,  that  the  inten^ 
tion  of  ordering  your  cruise  to  finish  at  the  Texd,  is 
with  a  view  of  getting  out  that  ship;  but  ibis  shodd 
be  kept  a  secret 

I  can  say  nothmg  about  Captain  Landais'  priza  I 
suppose  the  minister  has  an  account  of  it,  but  I  have 
heard  nothing  fix)m  him  about  it.  If  he  reckdms  it  ott 
account  of  his  passport,  we  must  then  consider  what 
IB  to  be  done.  I  approve  of  the  careenage  proposed 
for  the  Jllliance^  as  a  thmg  necessary.  As  she  is  said 
to  be  a  remarkably  swift  sailer,  I  should  hope  yon 
might  by  her  means  take  some  privateers,  and  a  num- 
ber  of  prisoners,  so  as  to  continue  the  cartel,  and  n^ 
deem  all  our  poor  countrymen.  My  best  wishes 
attend  you.    I  am,  &c.  B.  FxAiTKuar. 
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TO   THE   MARQUIS   DB   hAWAYETn, 

Engliih  and  Drench  JStusty. 

FMPf,  19  Asfwli  ITm 


Dear  Sir, 

I  have  just  now  received  your  favor  of  the  17tL 
I  wrote  to  you  a  day  or  two  ago,  and  have  little  to 
add.  You  a.Hk  my  opmion,  what  conduct  the  English 
wiD  probably  hold  on  this  occa^iion,*  and  whether  they 
wiD  not  rather  propose  a  negotiation  for  a  peace.  I 
havo  hot  one  rule  to  go  by  in  judging  of  those  peo- 
ple^ which  is,  that  whatever  b  prudent  for  them  to  do 
they  will  omit;  and  what  is  most  imprudent  Do  be 
done,  they  will  do  it.  This,  like  other  general  ruieSi 
RMty  sometimes  have  its  exceptioiis;  but  I  think  k  w9 
kaki  good  for  the  most  part,  at  leaM  while  the  prasm 
nnistry  continues,  or,  rather,  while  the  present  nnd- 
■an  has  the  choice  of  mkiistera. 

You  desire  to  know  whether  I  am  satisfied  with  the 
ninisters  here?  It  is  impossible  for  anybody  to  ba 
RMMe  sa  I  see  they  exert  themselves  greatly  m  thn 
common  cause,  and  do  every  thing  for  us  they  can^ 
We  can  wish  for  nothing  niore»  unless  our  great  want 
ef  money  should  make  us  wish  fur  a  subskly,  to  enabb 
■s  to  act  more  vigorously  m  expelling  the  enemy  from 
their  remaining  posts,  and  reducing  Canada.  But  their 
own  expertises  are  so  great,  that  I  cannot  press  sooli 
an  aihlition  to  it.  I  ho|)e,  however,  that  we  shall  gat 
some  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  perhaps^ 
when  th(*y  ran  be  s|)an^l,  m>me  ships  to  aid  m  re* 
dacing  New  York  and  Rhode  Isbnd. 

•  Pri»pi«ri!  drvrrnt  cif  a  Krvacb  ^rmy  on  Uie  comI  of  Kafka^ 
tar  «}iKh  Um*  Fmirh  girtrnunevH  were  au«  prrpansf ;  b«t  Um  ptes 
VM   ttlUOMlrly   Uld 
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At  present,  I  know  of  no  good  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  America.  There  are  merchant  ships  condnually 
going,  but  they  are  very  uncertain  conveyances.  I 
long  to  hear  of  your  safe  arriiral  m  England ;  but  the 
winds  are  adverse,  and  we  must  have  patience.  With 
the  smcerest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am  ever,  &c. 

B.   FRAITKUir. 


TO   THE   MARQUIS    D£   LArATSTTS. 

FanjDording  a  Sword  in  the  Jfcane  of  Congreu. 

Pany,  94  Augiul,  1779. 

Sir, 
The  Congress,  sensible  of  your  merit  towards  die 
United  States,  but  unable  adequately  to  reward  it,  de- 
termmed  to  present  you  with  a  swwd,  as  a  smaB 
mark  of  their  grateful  acknowledgment  They  direct- 
ed it  to  be  ornamented  with  suitable  devices.  Some 
of  the  principal  acdons  of  the  war,  in  which  you  distin- 
guished youreelf  by  yom*  bravery  and  conduct,  are  there- 
fore represented  upon  it.  These,  with  a  few  emblem* 
atic  figures,  all  admirably  well  executed,  make  its  pin- 
cipal  value.  By  the  help  of  the  exquisite  artists  France 
affcnxls,  I  find  it  easy  to  express  every  thing  but  the 
sense  we  have  of  your  worth  and  our  obligations  to 
you.  For  this,  figures  and  even  wcxds  are  found  in- 
sufKcient  I  therefcn^  only  add,  that  with  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honw  to  b^ 

&C.  B.   FRAITKUir. 

P.  S.    My  grandson  goes  to  Havre  with  the  swordf 
and  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting  it  to  you. 
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FEOAI   THE  MARQUIS  DC  LArATCTTS  TO  B.  rRAHKLUT. 

Jcknowledging  the  Reception  of  the  SwahL 

lUvre,  9  AofwC,  17791 

Sim, 

Whatever  expectations  might  have  been  raised  from 
die  sense  of  past  fiivors,  the  goodness  of  the  United 
States  for  me  has  erer  been  such,  thai  on  erery  oo* 
casion  it  far  surpasses  any  idea  I  could  hare  concei?ed 
A  new  proof  of  that  flattering  truth,  I  find  m  the  noble 
present  which  Congress  hare  been  pleased  to  honor 
ne  with,  and  which  is  offered  m  such  a  manner  bf 
jonr  Excellencj,  as  will  exceed  any  thing  bat  tike 
feelings  of  my  unbounded  gratitude. 

In  some  of  the  devices  I  cannot  help  finding  too 
Imorable  a  reward  for  thooe  siigfat  serrioes^  which,  li 
encert  with  my  feOow  soldiers,  and  under  the  godfte 
American  heroes  orders,  I  had  the  good  luck  to  rett* 
der.  The  sight  of  these  actions,  where  I  was  a  wit* 
ness  of  American  bravery  and  patriotic  spirit,  I  ahal 
ever  enjoy  with  that  pleasure,  which  becomes  a  heart 
gkwing  with  love  for  the  nation,  and  the  moat  ardent 
seal  for  their  glor}'  and  happmess.  Assurances  of  grat* 
itudc,  whi<*h  I  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  Excel- 
lency, are  much  too  madequate  to  my  feelings;  and 
nothing  but  those  sentiments  may  property  acknowl* 
edge  your  kindness  towards  me. 

The  |x)iite  manner  in  which  Mr  Temple  FVankliH 
was  pleased  to  deliver  that  inestimable  sword,  hys  mo 
under  great  obligations  to  him,  and  demands  my  par^ 
ticular  thanks.  With  the  moat  periect  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  &c 

LArarrrrB. 
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TO    COUNT   D£    VERGENNES. 

Passy,  26  September,  177a 

Sir, 
I  received  yesterday  evemng  the  letter  your  Excel- 
lency did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  together 
with  the  packet  for  M.  De  la  Luzerne,  which  I  shall 
take  care  to  forward  with  my  despatches.  I  could 
have  wished  it  had  been  possible  to  write  something 
positive  to  the  Congress  by  this  opportunity,  on  the 
subject  of  the  supplies  they  have  asked,  because  I  iqp- 
prehend  great  inconveniences  may  arise  from  their  being 
left  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  on  that  account,  not  ooly 
as  the  hope  or  expectation  of  obtaining  those  supfdies 
may  prevent  their  taking  other  measures,  if  possiUe^ 
to  obtain  them,  but  as  the  disappomtment  will  give 
great  advantage  to  their  enemies,  external  and  inter* 
naL  Tour  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  excuse 
my  making  this  observation,  which  is  forced  from  me 
by  my  great  anxiety  on  the  occasion.  With  the  great- 
est respect,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  Frankuh. 


TO  JAMES   LOVSLt. 

PiMj,  ao  Septambtr,  177a 

Sir, 
I  have  within  these  few  days  received  a  numbar 
of  despatches  from  you,  which  have  arrived  by  tlie 
Mercury  and  other  vessels.  Hearing  this  instant  of  an 
opportunity  from  Bordeaux,  and  that  the  courier  sets 
out  from  Versailles  at  five  this  evening,  I  embrace  it| 
just  to  let  you  know,  that  I  have  delivered  the  tettas 
from  Congress  to  the  King,  and  have  laid  the  invoicee 
of  supplies  desired  (with  a  translation)  befcne  the  mm* 
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\mtn ;  andt  tboof^  I  hare  not  yet  recehred  a  ponthre 
r,  I  bare  good  reason  to  believe  I  shaD  obtain 
of  them,  if  not  alL  But,  as  this  demand  will  cost 
the  court  a  vast  sum,  and  their  expenses  m  the  war 
ara  prodigious,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  put  under  the 
f,  by  occasional  drafts  on  roe,  of  asking  for 
money  than  is  required  to  pay  our  bills  for  m* 
I  must  protest  those  I  hare  adrice  of  from 
Martinique  and  New  Orleans,  (even  if  they  wo^  drawn 
hf  permission  of  Congress,)  for  want  of  money ;  and  I 
iririi  the  Committee  of  Commerce  would  caution  their 
coneqwndents  not  to  embarrass  me  with  their  blDa, 
I  put  into  my  pocket  nothing  of  the  aOowance  Con* 
^Ms  has  been  pleased  to  make  me.  I  shaD  pay  it 
al  in  honoring  their  drafts  and  supporting  their  credit ; 
kit  do  not  let  me  be  burdened  with  supporting  the 
credit  of  every  one,  who  has  claims  on  the  board  of 
or  the  nary.  I  shall  write  fiiDy  by  the  .Mir- 
I  send  you  some  of  the  latest  newspapers,  aad 
have  the  honor  to  be,  tuu 

B.  FmAiTKLar. 


TO    KDWAED   lEIDOEjr. 

On  o  Cbpprr  Comagt  far  the  Umted  StaUi. 

DcAE  Sia, 
I  received  your  bvor  of  the  17th  past,  and  the  two 
samples  of  copper  are  snce  come  to  hand  The  necal 
seems  to  be  very  good,  and  the  price  reasonable ;  bvl 
I  have  not  vet  received  the  nrden  neceasary  to  justify 
my  making  the  purchase  [imfjoied.  There  has  indeed 
been  an  intentkin  to  strike  cripper  min,  thai  iiMy  not 
only  be  useful  as  smai  chang#*,  but  i#Tve  other  pw* 
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Instead  of  repeatmg  continually  up<Mi  every  halfpenny 
the  duU  story  that  everybody  knows,  (and  what  it 
would  have  been  no  loss  to  mankind  if  nobody  had 
ever  known,)  that  George  the  Tlurd  is  Kng  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  &&,  to  put  on  one 
aide,  some  important  prov^  of  Sdomon^  some  pioua 
moral,  prudential  or  econcnnical  precept,  the  frequent 
inculcation  of  which,  by  seemg  it  every  time  one  re« 
ceives  a  piece  of  money,  might  make  an  impreaaioii 
upon  the  mmd,  especially  of  young  parscmii^  and  tend 
to  regulate  the  conduct;  such  as,  on  aonef  Tht  fw 
of  the  Ltn-d  {9  the  beginning  of  tmdam;  on  otben^ 
Ebnesty  is  the  beet  policy;  on  odiers,  Be  that  Iff  the 
plough  would  thrive^  himself  must  either  hM  or  driosf 
on  others,  Keq)  thy  shop^  and  thy  shop  will  keep  theet 
<m  others,  Jl  penny  saved  is  a  penny  got;  on  othen^ 
He  that  buys  what  he  has  no  need  of  will  soon  k$ 
farced  to  sell  his  necessaries;  on  others^  Early  to  hi 
and  early  to  rise^  will  make  a  man  heaUky^  weattky^ 
and  wise;  and  so  on,  to  a  great  variety. 

The  other  side  it  was  proposed  to  fill  with  good 
designs,  drawn  and  engraved  by  the  best  artists  in 
France,  of  all  the  different  species  of  barbarit)r  with 
which  the  English  have  carried  cm  the  war  in  Ammca, 
expressmg  every  abominable  circumstance  of  t&dr  cru- 
elty and  inhumanity,  that  figures  can  express,  to  make 
an  impression  on  the  mmds  of  posterity  as  strong  and 
durable  as  that  on  the  copper.  This  resdutKNi  has 
been  a  long  time  forborne ;  but  the  late  burning  of  de* 
fenceless  towns  in  Connecticut,  cm  the  flimsy  pretence 
that  the  people  fired  irom  behind  theu*  houses,  whet 
it  is  known  to  have  been  premeditated  and  oider^ 
ed  from  England,  will  probably  give  the  finishing 
I»x>vocation,  anci  may  occasion  a  vast  demand  far  your 
metal 
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I  ikuk  yoo  ibr  your  kind  wishes  respectbg  my 
I  return  them  most  oordiaOy  fouifoid  into  yow 
Adieu, 

B.  FnAKKUir. 


TO  lOHH  JAT,   PWMIBXirr   OV   CONOBBSS. 


fi  JkcaunU.  —  MufiriU^$  prop9$ed  Loan, 
^hactwity  of  the  QnMned  fUelM.— HoUamI, 
Etiglmd.amd  Portugal — Prioanen.  —  PatdJonet^o 
Ormoo.  —  Cbuqifatnte  of  /VoieJk  Ofieero.  — *  Mmm- 
wmU  to  QmtnU  Montgomery.  — Spam. 

PMif ,  4  Ortilar,  1790. 

Sib, 

I  received  the  letter  your  EiceDenqr  did  me  the 
to  write  to  me  of  the  of  June  hot,  endoe- 
of  Congress  respecting  bflb  of  exchange  far 
two  mfliioBS  four  hundred  thousand  Mrres  tourooi% 
dmwn  on  me  in  &Tor  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais.  The 
bBi  have  not  yet  appeared,  but  I  ^haD  accept  diem 
when  they  do^  r&lying  on  the  care  of  Congress  to  en* 
iMe  roe  to  pay  them.  As  to  the  accounts  of  that 
gentk^inan,  neither  the  Commissioners,  when  we  were 
al  together,  nor  myself  since,  have  ever  been  able  to 
obtain  a  sight  of  them,  though  repeatedly  promised; 
and  I  begin  to  give  over  ad  ex|)octati<)n  of  them.  In* 
deed,  if  1  had  thi-m,  I  should  not  he  able  to  do  much 
with  th<*m,  or  to  ciHitmvcrt  any  thing  I  might  doubt 
in  them,  being  unar(]uaintetl  with  the  transactions  and 
agreements  on  which  they  roust  be  Iciunded,  and  hav- 
ing  small  skill  in  accounts.  Mr  Ross  and  Mr.  W3- 
Itams,  pressing  me  to  examine  and  settle  theirs,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  request  indiflliTent  persons,  expert  in 
such  buMoessi  to  do  it  for  me,  subject  to  the  rei 

VOL.  VIII.  49  •• 
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of  Congress;  and  I  could  wish  that  my  time  and  at- 
tention were  not  taken  up  by  any  concerns  m  mer- 
cantile affairs,  and  thereby  diverted  from  others  more 
important 

The  letters  of  Congress  to  the  Bang  were  Yery  gra- 
ciously received.  I  have  earnestly  pressed  the  supi^ies 
desired,  and  the  ministers  (who  are  extremely  well 
disposed  towards  us)  are  now  actually  studying  the 
means  of  furnishing  them.  The  assistance  of  Spam  is 
hoped  for.  We  expect  to  hear  from  thence  in  a  few 
days.  The  quantity  is  great,  and  will  cost  a  vast  sum. 
I  have  this  day  accepted  three  of  your  drafts,  part  of 
the  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  livres,  drawn  for 
on  the  9th  of  June ;  but,  when  I  ask  for  money  to  pay 
them,  I  must  mention,  that,  as  they  were  drawn  to 
purchase  military  stores,  an  abatement,  equal  to  the 
value,  may  be  made  of  the  quantity  demanded  from 
hence ;  for  I  am  really  ashamed  to  be  always  wonynig 
the  mmisters  for  more  money.  And,  as  to  the  private 
loans  expected,  I  vnrote  m  a  former  letter,  Aat  oar 
public  credit  was  not  yet  sufficiently  estabMiAed,  and 
that  the  loan  in  Holl^d  had  not  exceeded  eighty  thoa- 
sand  florins,  to  which  there  has  since  been  no  addi- 
tion. 

A  Mr.  Neufville  came  from  thence  to  me  last  spring, 
proposing  to  procure  great  sums,  if  he  might  be  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose,  and  the  busmess  taken  awlty 
from  the  house  that  had  commenced  it.  His  terms 
at  first  were  very  extravagant,  such  as  that  all  the 
estates  real  and  personal  in  the  Thirteen  Provmces 
should  be  mortgaged  to  him ;  that  a  fifth  part  of  die 
capital  sum  borrowed  should  eveiy  year,  for  five  yearSi 
be  laid  out  in  commodities,  and  sent  to  Holland,  con- 
signed to  him,  to  remam  m  his  hands  till  the  tenn 
(ten  years)  stipulated  for  final  payment  was  oompletedy 
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m  a  Mctskjr  for  the  punctuality  of  it^  wkeii  he  was  to 
4nm  the  usual  conuuissioiis ;  that  all  veaseb  or  mer- 
chandite  coaung  from  America  to  Europe  ahould  be 
ooMgned  to  him  or  his  correspoodenta^  tixu  &c  Am 
1  nyected  these  with  some  indignatiofi,  he  came  down 
k^  the  more  reasonable  one  of  doing  the  business  aa 
ii  waa  done  by  the  other  house,  who,  he  said*  couU 
da  no  more^  being  destitute  of  the  interest  which  he 


I  did  not  care  abruptly  to  change  a  house,  that  had 
m  other  respects  been  very  friendly  and  servioeaUe 
Id  os^  and  thereby  throw  a  slur  upon  their  credit,  with* 
OTI  a  certainty  of  mending  our  affairs  by  it,  and  there* 
fme  told  Mr.  Neufville,  that,  if  he  could  procure  and 
ihow  me  a  list  of  subscribers,  amounting  to  the  sum 
ha  mentioned,  or  near  it,  I  would  comply  with  hia 
popoflitioQ.  This  he  readily  and  confidentf y  undertook 
Id  da  But,  after  three  months,  during  which  he  ac- 
me from  time  to  time,  that  the  iavorable  aao- 
was  not  yet  come,  1  received,  instead  of  the 
a  new  set  of  propositions,  among  the  terms 
cf  which  were  an  additional  otu  per  ceut^  and  a  patent 
Congress,  appointing  him  and  his  sons  ^  Co$mm$^ 
r$  for  Trade  and  jVacigaiiamt  and  TWotawt  of 
Ike  Gemeral  Cangrtu  and  of  entry  private  Slate  of 
Ike  TkirUen  UtUted  iUatee  of  J^artk  Jmerica,  tknmg/^ 
Ike  Seven  United  Provinete^^  witii  other  extravagan* 
caes;  which  1  mention,  that  it  may  be  understood  why 
1  have  dru|>|)ed  a  curresponilence  on  this  subject  with 
a  nmn,  wbo  seemed  to  me  a  vain  prumiser,  extrematy 
aelf*interested,  and  aiming  chiefly  to  make  an  appear* 
ance  without  sulidiiy,  and  wbo  I  understand  intemla 
applying  directly  to  Congresn,  some  of  his  friends  cen* 
suring  me  as  n«*glecting  the  public  interest  in  not  eoni* 
ing  into  his  measures. 
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The  truth  is,  I  have  no  expectations  from  Holland, 
while  mterest  received  there  from  other  nations  is  so 
high,  and  our  credit  there  so  low;  while  particular 
American  States  offer  higher  interest  than  the  Con- 
gress, and  even  our  offering  to  raise  our  interest  tends 
to  sink  our  credit.  My  sole  dependence  now  is  upon 
this  court  I  think  reasonable  assistance  may  be  ob- 
tained here,  but  I  wish  I  may  not  be  oUiged  to  fa- 
tigue it  too  much  with  my  applications,  lest  it  should 
grow  tired  of  the  connexion. 

Mr.  Ross  has  lately  demanded  of  me  near  twenty 
thousand  pounds  steriing,  due  to  him  from  the  Ckmi- 
mittee  of  Commerce,  but  I  have  been  obliged  to  refuse 
him,  as  well  as  an  application  made  last  week  by  Mr. 
Izard  for  more  money,  though  he  has  already  had 
two  thousand  five  hundred  guineas,  and  anothw  from 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  though  he  has  had  five  hundred  guin- 
eas smce  the  news  of  his  being  out  of  this  commis* 
sion.*  He  writes  me,  that  he  will  return  to  Ameriaa 
forthwith,  if  I  do  not  undertake  to  supply  his  expenseSi 
As  I  see  no  likelihood  of  his  being  received  at  Mackid* 
I  could  not  but  approve  his  resolution. 

We  had  reason  to  expect  some  great  events  from 
the  action  of  the  fleets  tiiis  summer  in  the  Channels 
but  they  are  all  now  m  port,  without  havmg  effected 
any  thing.  The  junction  was  late ;  and  the  laigth  of 
time  the  Brest  fleet  was  at  sea,  equal  to  an  Etat 
India  voyage,  partly  on  the  hot  Spanish  coast,  occa- 
sioned a  sickness  among  the  people,  that  made  thdr 
return  necessary;  they  had  chased  the  English  fleet, 
which  refused  combat.  The  sick  men  are  recovering 
fast  since  they  were  landed ;  and  the  proposed  descent 
on  England  does  not  yet  seem  to  be  quite  given  up^ 
as  the  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  the  ports. 

*  See  DipUmaiie  Correspondence,  VoL  11.  pp.  44G,  969,  9GB,  973. 


Mtk  m)  OOEE£8PONDBflOB« 

HoBnid  his  not  yet  granted  the  socoours  recpind 
bf  the  Engltth^  nor  even  ghren  an  answor  to  the  to- 
laiiirtiiii  praaented  by  Sir  Joaeph  Yorke.  The  aida 
«il  be  refused;  and,  as  the  refusal  must  be  disagree- 
able^ il  wiO  be  postponed  from  time  to  time.  The  ex- 
pecfatJons  of  assistance  from  Russia  and  Prussia  seeai 
also  to  have  &iled  the  English ;  and  they  are  as  much 
at  a  ioas  to  find  effectiTe  fiiends  in  Europe,  as  they 
bsve  been  in  America. 

Portugal  seems  to  have  a  better  disposition  towards 
w  Iban  heretofore.  About  thirty  of  our  people,  taken 
aad  mi  ashore  on  one  of  her  islands  by  the  Engliak» 
«we  maintained  comfortably  by  the  governor  duiing 
iheir  stay  there,  furnished  with  every  necessary,  and 
aasl  to  Lisbon,  where,  on  inquiry  to  whom  payment 
was  to  be  made  for  the  expense  they  had  oocarioned, 
lk(By  were  toU,  that  no  reimbursement  was  expected^ 
that  il  was  the  Queen's  bounty,  who  bad  a  pleasuro 
m  showing  hospitality  to  strangers  in  distress.  I  have 
praaented  tlMnks»  by  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  here 
in  behalf  of  Congress ;  and  1  am  given  to  understand, 
that  probably  in  a  little  time  the  ports  of  that  nation 
wiH  be  open  to  us,  as  well  as  those  of  Spain.  What 
rabies  to  Spain,  I  suppose  Mr.  Lee  informs  you  dL 

The  sword  ordered  by  Congress  for  the  Marquis  de 
Lafayette  being  at  length  fmiiihed,  1  sent  it  down  to 
him  at  Havre,  where  be  was  with  the  tixxips  intended 
for  the  invasion.  1  wrote  a  letter  with  it,  and  received 
an  answer,  copies  of  which  1  enclose,  together  with  a 
descnpiioQ  uf  the  swurd,  and  drawings  of  the  work 
upon  it,  whicli  wa^  executed  by  the  best  artists  in 
Paris,  and  cost  altogether  two  hundred  guineas.  The 
present  has  given  him  great  pleasure,  and  some  of  the 
circumstances  have  been  agreeable  to  the  nation. 

Our  cartel  goes  on,  a  second  caiyo  of  American 
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prisoners,  one  hundred  and  nineteen  in  number,  bemg 
arrived  and  exchanged.  Our  privateers  have  dismissed 
a  great  number  at  sea,  taking  their  written  paroles  to 
be  given  up  in  exchange  for  so  many  of  our  people 
in  their  gaols.  This  is  not  yet  quite  agreed  to  on  the 
other  side;  but  some  expectations  are  given  me,  that 
it  may  take  place.  Certainly,  humanity  would  find  its 
account  in  the  practk;e  of  exchanging  on  parole;  as 
all  the  horrors  of  imprisonment,  with  the  loss  of  time 
and  health,  might  be  prevented  by  it 

We  continue  to  insult  the  coasts  ci  these  lords  pf 
the  ocean  with  our  little  cruisers.  A  small  cuttw,  whidi 
was  fitted  out  as  a  privateer  at  DunkMc,  called  the 
Bhck  Prince^  has  taken,  ransomed,  burnt,  and  de- 
stroyed above  thirty  seal  of  their  vessels  within  these 
three  months.  The  ovmers  are  about  to  give  her  a 
consort,  caDed  the  Black  Princess^  for  whom  they  nk 
a  commission.  The  prisoners  brought  in  serve  to  tt- 
change  our  countrymen,  which  makes  me  more  w9- 
ing  to  encourage  such  armaments,  though  they  occasion 
a  good  deal  of  trouble.  Captain,  now  Commodore 
Jones,  put  to  sea  this  summer  with  a  little  squadroiiy 
consisting  of  a  ship  of  forty  guns,  the  Mlianee,  anoditir 
frigate  of  twenty,  with  some  armed  cutters;  all  under 
American  colors,  with  Congress  commissions.  He  has 
sent  in  several  prizes,  has  greatly  alarmed  the  coast 
of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  we  just  now  hear,  that, 
going  north  about,  he  fell  in  virith  a  number  of  slaps 
from  the  Baltic,  convoyed  by  a  fifty-gun  ship  and  a 
twenty-four-gun  frigate,  both  of  which  he  took,  after 
an  obstinate  engagement,  and  forced  several  of  te 
others  ashore.  This  news  is  believed,  but  we  wait 
the  confirmation  and  the  particulars. 

The  blank  commissions  remaming,  of  those  sent  to 
us  here,  are  all  signed  by  Mr.  Hancock,  v^uch  occa- 


m]  OCyS&SSPONDCNCB.  Ml 


difficulty.  If  Ckmgress  approfet  of  mf 
to  issue  oommissions*  I  wish  to  hafe  a  freA 
S^iplf,  with  the  other  necessary  mstructioiiSi  ndo% 
bowlsi  &c^  of  which  none  are  now  left. 

tL  le  Comte  de  MaBebois,  esteemed  one  of  the 
bm  geaerab  in  this  country,  and  who  lores  our  causae 
kaa  gK^em  me  a  manorial,  containing  a  project  for  a 
eoirpe  here  for  your  service,  which  I  promised  to  ksf 
before  Ckmgress,  and  accordingly  encloee  a  copy.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  dM 
subject  of  introducing  foreign  troops  among  ua,  attd 
fcetfiiii  could  give  no  expectation  that  the  plan  would 
be  adopted.  It  will,  however,  be  a  pleasure  to  hiai 
to  know,  that  his  good  will  to  serve  them  has  been 
aeoeptable  to  the  Congress. 

A  Major  Deborre,  who  has  been  m  America,  attd 
ioase  other  officers  who  have  quitted  our  service  k 
dtagttst,  endeavour  to  give  an  idea,  that  our  nation 
ioes  not  love  the  French.  I  take  aD  occasions  to 
pboe  in  view  the  regard  shown  by  Congress  to  good 
FVendi  officers,  as  a  proof  that  the  slight  theae  gea* 
llemen  complain  of  is  particular  to  themsdves,  and  pro* 
bably  the  eflfcct  of  their  own  misbehaviour.  I  wish  for 
the  future,  when  any  of  this  sort  of  people  leave  our 
armies  to  come  home,  some  little  sketch  of  their  cos- 
duct  or  character  may  be  sent  me,  with  the  real  causae 
of  their  resignation  or  departure,  that  I  may  be  the 
aaore  able  to  ju?(tify  our  country'. 

Here  are  rt^tumed  in  the  last  cartel  a  number  of 
French  sailors  who  had  engaged  with  Captain  Con* 
yngbam,  were  taken  in  cmning  home  in  one  of  Ua 
prizes,  and  have  been  near  two  years  in  English  pria- 
ons.  They  demand  their  wages  and  share  of  prise 
aM>ney.  I  send  their  claim,  as  taken  before  the  offi« 
of  the  dasses  at  Dunkirk.    I  know  nothing  of  Ika 
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agreement,  which  they  allege  was  made  with  themu 
Mr.  Hodge  perhaps  can  setde  the  affair,  so  that  they 
may  have  justice  done  them.  This  sort  of  things 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Several  of  those  men 
have  made  personal  applications  to  me,  and  I  must 
hear  all  their  stories,  though  I  cannot  redress  them. 
I  enclose  also  the  claim  of  two  gunners,  upon  a  prize 
made  by  the  Boston,  Captain  Tucker.  I  am  persuaded 
that  Congress  wish  to  see  justice  done  to  the  mean- 
est stranger  that  has  served  them.  It  is  justice  that 
establishes  a  nation. 

The  Spanish  ambassador  here  delivered  me  aevenl 
Gomplamts  against  om*  cruisers.  I  imagine,  that  all  the 
injuries  complained  of  are  not  jusdy  chai^geable  to  us^ 
some  of  the  smaller  English  cruisers  having  jMllaged 
Spanish  vessels  under  American  colors^  of  which  we 
have  proof  upon  oath;  and  also,  that  no  such  Amefir 
can  privateers,  as  are  said  to  have  conunitted  these 
robberies  after  coming  out  of  Nantes,  have  ever  bem 
known  there,  or  in  any  other  part  of  France,  at  even 
have  existed.  But,  if  any  of  the  compbints  are  wd 
founded,  I  have  assured  the  ambassador  that  the  guilty 
will  be  punished,  and  reparadon  made. 

The  Swedish  ambassador  also  complains  of  the  tak- 
ing of  a  ship  of  his  nation  by  Captain  Landais^  the 
master  of  which  lays  his  damages  at  sixty  thousand 
livres.  I  understand  it  was  his  own  &ult  that  he  was 
stopped,  as  he  did  not  show  his  papers.  Perfas4;>s  thia^ 
if  proved,  may  enable  us  to  avoid  the  damages. 

Smce  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  the  fiol* 
lowing  further  particulars  of  the  action  between  Com* 
modore  Jones  and  the  English  men-of-war.  The  fortj- 
four-gun  ship  is  new,  having  been  but  six  months  c^ 
the  stocks;  she  b  called  die  Serapis;  the  other  of 
twenty  guns  is  the  Countess  of  Scarboroygh.    He  had 
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bifcn  taken  a  mmber  of  fihiable  prisasi  paitaeukiify 
a  lidi  iUp  bound  to  Quebec,  which  we  suppoae  ha 
■aj  have  ienl  to  America.  The  Eagiifh,  fimn  ana* 
taken  inteffigence,  unagining  he  had  a  body  of  troopa 
with  him  to  make  descents,  have  had  aD  thdr  northem 
abnaed,  and  have  been  put  to  very  esEpnmt 
Its  of  troops,  &c« 

The  extravagant  hunuy  of  our  countiy,  in  the  nddst 
of  al  its  distresses,  b  to  me  amazing.  When  the  ^ 
are  so  great  to  find  remittances  to  pay  for  tka 
ftnd  ammunition  necessary  for  our  defence,  I  am 
and  vexed  to  find  upon  mquiiy,  dmt  muck 
the  greatest  part  of  the  Congress  mterest  bills  ocaa 
la  piqr  fet  tea,  and  a  great  part  of  the  remabder  Is 
wdared  to  be  laid  out  in  gewgaws  and  supcrfluitieiL 
ll  nakes  me  grudge  the  trouble  of  ezsinining,  and 
algiing,  and  acceptnig  them,  vrhidi  indeed  takes  a 
l^nal  deal  of  time. 

I  yesterday  teamed  from  M.  de  Mononeu,  that  tifBfJ 
fling  necjcssary  for  ec]uipping  two  fiigates,  of  diirty«rix 
gws  each,  sudi  as  saildoth,  cordage,  anchors,  flte. 
iLCn  which  we  sent  to  the  Congress  fixmi  hence  two 
years  snce,  remains  stored  in  the  warehouses  of  his 
correspondent,  Mr.  Carrabas,  at  Cape  FVanfois,  hav- 
iag  never  been  caDed  for.  Probably  by  Ae  miscar- 
riage of  letters,  the  Navy  Board  never  heard  of  thoM 
goods  being  there.  I  shall,  neverthdess,  leave  the  iqp- 
picatkxi  I  have  lately  made  for  materials  far  a  frig^ 
of  thirty-six  guns  to  take  its  course.  But  I  send  yon 
herewith  copies  of  two  invoices  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Tkht$€^  one  of  which  is  what  was  sent  by  us,  the 
other  by  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  to  the  end  tlUt  inquky 
amy  be  made  after  the  whole. 

On  this  occasion  give  me  leave  to  remark^  that,  of  al 
the  vast  quantities  of  goods  we  have  sent  you  by 
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different  vessels  smce  my  being  in  France,  we  never 
were  happy  enough  to  receive  the  least  scrip  of  ac- 
knowledgment that  they  had  ever  come  to  hand,  ex- 
cept from  Mr.  Langdon,  of  a  cargo  arrived  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  I  think  of  one  more.  This  is  doubtless 
owmg  to  the  interruption  our  coVrespondence  has  met 
with,  and  not  altogether  to  neglect  But,  as  such  ad- 
vices of  receipt  may  be  made  m  short  letters,  it  woukl 
be  well  to  send  more  copies.  The  following  is  a  mat- 
t^  of  less  importance.  It  is  two  years,  I  believe^  since 
I  sent  the  monument  of  General  Montgomery.  I  have 
heard  that  the  vessel  arrived  m  North  Carolma,  but 
nothing  more.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  of  its  com- 
mg  to  hand,  and  whether  it  is  approved.  Here  it  was 
admired  for  the  goodness  and  beauty  of  the  marble, 
and  the  elegant  simplicity  of  the  design.  The  sculp- 
tor has  had  an  engraving  made  of  it,  of  which  I  en- 
close a  copy.  It  was  contrived  to  be  aflixed  to  the 
wall  within  some  church,  or  in  the  great  room  where 
the  Congress  met  Directions  for  putting  it  up  went 
with  it  All  the  parts  were  well  packed  in  strong 
cases.*    With  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

B.  FnAlTKLUr. 

p.  S.  October  28th.  I  kept  the  packet  in  hopes 
of  sending  a  more  explicit  account  of  what  might  be 
expected  m  regard  to  the  supplies.  The  express, 
which  was  daily  expected  from  Spain,  when  I  began 
this  letter,  arrived  but  a  few  days  since.  I  am  now 
informed,  that  court  is  understood  to  be  m  treaty  with 
the  Congress  in  America,  to  furnish  a  sum  of  hard 
money  there,  and,  on  that  account,  excuses  itself  from 
sharing  m  the  expense  of  furnishing  these  supplies. 

*  Thia  monument  ii  erected  in  the  front  of  St  Paiil*e  Chnfeh,  n 
New  York. 
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This  has  a  Ettle  deranged  the  measures  mtended  to 
be  taken  here,  and  I  am  now  told,  that  the  whole 
qoandtjT  of  goods  demanded  can  hardly  be  fbrabhed, 
but  diat,  as  soon  as  the  court  returns  from  Marly,  tihe 
BMiisters  wO  consult,  and  do  the  best  they  can  fer 
OS.  The  arms,  I  hear,  are  in  hand  at  CharfeTille.  I 
am  onwilEng  to  keep  the  packet  any  kmger,  lest  die 
AoM  airire  on  our  coasts  too  far  m  the  winter,  and 
be  bknrn  off.  I  therefore  send  away  the  despatches; 
but,  if  I  hare  the  result  of  the  council  m  time  to  reach 
her  by  post,  I  wiD  send  it  in  a  separate  letter.  The 
hnrtj  good  wO  of  the  ministry  may  be  depended 
CO ;  bat  it  must  be  remembered,  that  their  present 
erpCTses  are  enormous. 


FROM  RICHARD   PRICE  TO   R.   FRAinUJK. 

N«wiiiftoB  GrMs,  14  Octobar,  17791 

Dear  Sir, 

WiB  you  be  so  good  as  to  get  the  enclosed  letter 
ooDTeyed  to  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  if  he  is  near  you,  and  it 
can  be  done  easily.  If  not,  be  so  good  as  to  bum  it. 
Being  obliged  for  particular  reasons  to  aroid  politics^ 
it  b  a  short  acknowledgment  of  the  faror  he  did  me 
by  a  letter  I  received  fmm  him  at  the  beginning  of 
kst  summer,  and  contains  nothing  of  much  importance. 

I  received  the  greatest  pl(»«i5ure  from  the  note,  whkh 
you  sent  me  by  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Parailise.  They 
were  much  gratified  by  your  kind  notice  of  them. 
Dr.  Priestley  is  well,  and  much  engaged  in  prosecuting 
his  experiments  on  air.  Dr.  Ingenhousr,  by  whose 
hands  this  is  conveyetl,  has  btely  l)een  warmly  em- 
ployed in  the  same  pursuit.  He  will  tell  you  what 
great  success  he  has  met  with.  The  Society  of  hon- 
est Whigs,  which  you  used  to  honor  with  your  com- 
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pany,  are  soon  to  renew  their  meetings  for  the  winter, 
and  you  wiQ  undoubtedly  be  one  of  the  first  subjects 
of  our  conversation.  I  spent  m  August  some  time 
with  an  amiable  family  near  Winchester.*  The  house 
in  the  garden,  that  you  used  to  frequent,  often  brought 
you  to  our  remembrance.  You  can  scarcely  imagine 
with  what  respect  and  affection  you  are  talked  of  there. 
I  have  heard,  with  particular  concern,  of  the  death 
of  Dr.  Winthrop.  To  this  we  are  all  destined,  but 
the  virtuous  wQl  be  happy  m  better  regions^  The 
clouds  gather  frightfully  over  this  country.  I  am  wait- 
ing (or  the  issue  with  anxiety,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
much  complacency  m  the  reflection,  that  at  this  most 
important  period  I  have  endeavoured  to  act  the  part 
ci  a  faithful  and  good  citizen.  Accept,  my  dear  friend, 
these  lines  as  a  testimony  of  my  affectionate  r^nem- 
brance.  May  Heaven  preserve  you,  and  grant  you  the 
best  enjoyments.    Wi^  great  regard,  I  am  ever  yours^ 

Richard  Prick. 


TO  JOHN   PAUL  JONES. 

Culture  of  the  Serapis.  —  Misconduct  of  Contain  Ltm^ 
dais. — Prizes  sent  to  Bergen. 

PSMji  15  Oetoktr,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  the  account  of  your  cruise  and  engage- 
ment with  the  Serapis^  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
to  send  me  from  the  TexeL  I  have  since  received 
your  favor  of  the  8th,  from  Amsterdam.  For  some 
days  after  the  arrival  of  your  express,  scarce  any  thing 
was  talked  of  at  Paris  and  Versailles,  but  your  cool 
conduct  and  persevering  bravery  during  that  teirible 
conflict.    You  may  believe,  that  the  impression  on  my 

*  Probably  the  family  of  the  Biahop  of  St  Aaapk 
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WM  not  less  strong  than  oa  thai  of  others;  but 
1 4o  BOC  choose  to  say  in  a  letter  to  yourself  aD  I  think 
01  such  an  occasbn. 

The  miniscry  are  much  dissatisfied  with  Captain 
liidiist  and  M.  de  Sartine  has  signified  to  me  in 
m/Umf^  that  it  is  expected  that  I  should  send  for 
bin  to  Paris,  and  call  him  to  account  for  his  oondud^ 
paitiaihrly  for  deferring  so  long  his  conung  to  your 
! ;  by  which  means,  it  is  suf^posed,  the  States 
of  their  valuable  citizens,  and  the  King  lost 
ly  of  his  subjects,  volunteers  in  your  shipi  logethv 
with  the  ship  itseld 

I  have,  accordingly,  written  to  him  this  day,  ac- 
qMintiug  him  that  he  is  chaiged  with  disobedience  of 
eniers  in  the  cruise,  and  neglect  of  his  duty  in  tim 
engagement;  that,  a  court-martial  being  at  this  time 
iTenient,  if  not  impracticable,  I  would  gire  him  an 
opportunity  of  ofiering  what  be  has  to  say  in  his 
justification,  and  for  that  purpose  direct  him  to  render 
himself  immediately  here,  bringing  with  him  such  pa- 
pen  or  testimonies,  as  he  may  tliink  useful  in  his  de- 
fence. I  know  not  whether  he  will  obey  my  ordens 
nor  what  the  ministry  would  do  with  him,  if  he  comes; 
but  I  suspect  that  they  may,  by  some  of  thar  concise 
operationsi,  save  the  trauble  of  a  court-martiaL  It  wiD^ 
however,  be  well  for  you  to  furnish  me  with  what  you 
may  judge  pro|)er  to  support  the  charges  against  him» 
that  I  may  be  able  to  give  a  ju^t  and  dear  account 
to  Congress.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  necessary, 
if  he  should  refuse  to  come,  that  you  should  put  him 
under  an  arrest;  and  in  that  case,  as  well  as  if  he 
€Qmt9^  that  you  should  either  appoint  some  person  to 
the  command,  or  take  it  upon  yourself;  for  I  know  of 
no  person  to  recommend  to  you  as  fit  for  that  station. 

I  am  uneasy  about  your  prisoners ;  I  wish  they  were 

Tou  Vim  a« 
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safe  in  France.*  You  will  then  have  completed  tbe 
glorious  work  of  giving  liberty  to  all  the  Americans  that 
have  so  long  languished  for  it  in  the  British  prisons;  for 
there  are  not  so  many  there,  as  you  have  now  tak^L 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  the  two 
prizes  sent  to  Norway  are  safely  arrived  at  Bergen. 
'With  the  highest  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRAKKUir. 

p.  S.    I  am  sorry  for  your  misunda'standing  with 
M.  de  Chaumont,  who  has  a  great  regard  for  you* 


TO  JAMES   LOVELU 

Paul  Janets  Cruise. —  Lee  and  Deane.  —  Prizes  takm 
by  Joneses  Squadrany  and  sent  to  JVbneay. 

Pas^Tf  17  October,  173^. 

Sir, 

The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  my  last  I  have  now 
before  me  your  several  favors  therem  mentioned,  vis. 
of  June  13th,  July  9th  and  16th,  and  August  6tfa.  I 
received  the  Journals  of  Congress  from  January  1st  to 
June  12th,  which  you  took  care  to  send  me;  but  the 
first  and  second  volumes  which  you  mention,  are  not 
yet  come  to  hand.  I  hear  they  are  at  Madrid.  I  know 
not  how  they  came  there,  nor  well  how  to  get  them  from 
thence.    Periiaps  you  can  easier  send  me  another  set 

As  I  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
zerne, by  whom  I  wrote  a  long  letter  to  your  Ccmi- 
mittee,  I  presume  you  have  received  it,  and  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  send  more  copies.  By  tfab  opportu- 
nity I  write  largely  to  the  President  You  ask,  "  Will 
no  one,  under  a  commission  from  the  United  States,** 
&c.    Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  mstmctknis 


*  The  munber  of  prisoneii  wai  five  handled  md  ftor. 
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I  fHfe  lo  Commodore  Jones,  when  it  wu  mtended  lo 
mmI  with  him  some  transports  and  troops  to  make 
descents  m  England  Had  not  the  scheme  been  al- 
tered by  a  general  one  of  a  grand  mvasion,  I  know  he 
wmdd  hafe  endeaToured  to  put  some  consaderabfe 
towns  to  a  high  ransom,  or  hare  burnt  them.  He 
safled  withoat  the  troops,  but  he  nevertheless  wonkl 
have  attempted  Leith,  and  went  mto  the  Firth  of  Ed- 
mborgh  with  that  intention,  but  a  sudden  hard  gale  of 
wind  fbroed  him  out  again.  The  bte  prorocations  bj 
the  homing  of  Fair6eld  and  other  towns,  added  to  the 
preceding,  have  at  length  demolished  all  mj  modera- 
tkm ;  and,  were  such  another  expedition  to  be  concert- 
ed, I  think  so  much  of  that  dii^xMition  wouki  not  ap- 
ftm  m  the  instructions.  But  I  see  so  many  incon- 
m  miiung  the  two  natkms  together,  that  I 
encourage  any  further  proposal  of  the  kind 
Thb  has  ended  better  than  I  expected;  and  yet  a 
aaortnl  diffieroice  has  arisen  between  Captams  Jones 
ad  Landais,  that  makes  me  very  uneasy  about  the 
consequences.    I  send  you  the  journal  of  the  cruise. 

1  am  glad  to  understand,  that  Congress  will  appoint 
some  person  here  to  audit  our  accounts.  Mine  wiO 
give  but  little  trouble,  and  I  wish  much  to  have  them 
sectfed  And,  for  the  future,  I  hope  I  shall  have  none 
to  settle  but  what  relate  to  my  expenses. 

The  quarrel  you  mention,  between  Mr.  Deane  and 
Mr.  Lee,  I  have  never  meddkd  with,  and  have  no  m- 
tention  to  take  any  part  in  it  whatever.  I  had  and 
have  still  a  very  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Deane^  for  his 
seal  and  activity  in  the  ser>ice  of  his  country ;  I  also 
thought  him  a  man  of  integrity.  But  if  he  has  em- 
bexsled  pubbc  money,  or  Uadai  vrith  it  on  his  private 
account,  or  employed  it  in  stockjobbing,  all  which  I 
understand  he  is  charged  with,  I  give  him  up.    As 
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yet,  I  think  him  innocent.  But  he  and  his  accusers 
are  able  to  plead  their  own  causes,  and  time  wiD  show 
what  we  ought  to  think  of  them. 

I  send  you  with  this,  a  piece  written  by  a  learned 
friend  of  mine  on  the  taxation  of  free  States,  which  I 
imagine  may  give  you  some  pleasure.  Also  a  late  roy- 
al edict,  for  abolishing  the  remains  of  slavery  in  this 
kingdom.  Who  would  have  thought,  a  few  years  since, 
that  we  should  live  to  see  a  king  of  France  givmg 
freedom  to  slaves,  while  a  kmg  of  England  is  en- 
deavouring to  make  slaves  of  freemen. 

There  is  much  talk  all  over  Europe  of  an  approach- 
mg  peace  by  the  mediation  of  Russia  and  Holland.  I 
have  no  mformation  of  it  to  be  depended  on,  and  be- 
lieve we  ought  to  lay  our  account  on  another  campaign, 
for  which  I  hope  you  will  receive  in  time  the  supplies 
demanded.  Nothing  is  wanting  on  my  part  to  fi)r- 
ward  them ;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  assure  you, 
that  I  do  not  find  the  regard  of  this  court  for  die 
Congress  and  its  servants  in  any  respect  diminished 
We  have  just  heard  from  Norway,  that  two  of  Ae 
most  valuable  prizes  taken  by  the  MUanctj  Captain 
Landais,  in  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones,  are 
safe  arrived  at  Bergen,  viz.  the  ship  from  London  to 
Quebec,  laden  with  naval  stores,  and  that  from  Liver- 
pool to  New  Yoric  and  Jamaica.  They  were  letters  of 
marque,  of  twenty-two  guns  and  eighty-four  men  each ; 
I  wish  we  may  get  them  safe  to  America.  The  squad- 
ron itself  is  got  into  Holland,  with  the  two  prize  men- 
of-war,  where  they  are  all  refitting.  Great  damage  has 
been  done  to  the  English  coal  trade,  and  four  hun- 
dred prisoners  have  been  taken,  which  will  more  than 
redeem  the  rest  of  our  people  fit)m  their  captivity  in 
England,  if  we  can  get  them  safe  fitmi  Holland  to 
France ;  but  I  suppose  the  English  will  endeavour  to 
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JBloroepC  US,  and  recover  their  ships,  if  pouUe.  With 
freH  esteem  for  yourself  and  the  Committee^  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  tac 

B.  Fmjlmmmjm. 


TO   A   FRIXlfD   nf   AMXEIOA. 

Hi$  SUmUhn  m  France. 

?9mf,  »  Ocu^bm.  177SL 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  February  14th, 

die  cooteots  of  which  gave  me  a  kind  of  mdancholy 
ntisfKrtioiL  The  greater  ease  you  will  now  enjoy 
Makes  some  compensation  in  my  mind  for  the  uncom- 
ivtaUe  circumstance  that  brought  it  about  I  hope 
jfiou  wiQ  have  no  more  affliction  of  that  kind,  and  that, 
after  so  kxig  and  stormy  a  day,  your  evening  may  be 
serene  ^^^^l  pleasant* 

The  account  you  have  had  of  the  vqgue  I  am  in 
here  has  some  truth  in  it  l^erhaps  few  strangers  in 
fVaooe  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  so  univer- 
saBy  popular;  but  the  story  you  allude  to,  mentioning 
«Biechanic  rust,**  is  totally  without  foundation.  But 
one  is  not  to  expect  being  always  in  iashion.  I  hope, 
however,  to  preserve,  while  I  stay,  the  regard  you  men- 
tioo  of  the  French  ladies;  for  their  society  and  con- 
vemtion,  when  I  have  time  to  enjoy  them,  are  ex* 
tremdy  agreeabk^ 

The  enemy  have  been  ver)*  near  you  indeed*  Whan 
only  at  the  distance  of  a  mife,  you  must  have  been 
much  alarmed.  We  have  given  them  a  little  taste  of 
this  disturbance  upon  their  own  coasts  this  summer; 
and,  though  we  have  burnt  none  of  their  towns,  we  have 
occasioned  a  good  deal  of  terror  and  bustle  in  many 
of  them,  as  they  imagined  our  Commodore  Jones  had 
fnr  thousand  Uoops  with  him  for  descentSi 

TOU  Till.  61  ■■* 
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I  am  glad  to  learn  that  my  dear  sister  continued  m 
good  health,  and  good  spirits,  and  that  she  had  learnt 
not  to  be  afraid  of  her  friend,  fresh  air.  With  the 
tenderest  affection,  &c. 

B.  Frakklht. 


TO    SAMUEL  COOPER. 

jtmerican  Privateers.  —  Commodore  Jones.  —  Rumor  of 
Peace.  —  Importation  of  SupetfluUies. 

Passy,  37  October,  17791 

Dear  Sir, 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
hearing^  from  you.  The  uitelligence  you  were  used  to 
iaror  me  with  was  often  useful  to  our  affairs.  I  hope 
I  hscve  not  lost  your  friendship,  together  with  your 
correspondence.  Our  excellent  Mr.  Winthrop,  I  see^  is 
gone.  He  was  one  of^  those  old  friends,  (or  the  sake 
of  whose  society  I  wished  to  return  and  spend  die 
small  remnant  of  my  days  in  New  England.  A  fisw 
more  such  deaths  will  make  me  a  stranger  in  my  own 
^  country.  The  loss  of  friends  is  the  tax  a  man  pays 
for  livmg  long  hhnself.    I  fmd  it  a  heavy  one. 

You  will  see  by  the  newspapers  that  we  have  given 
some  disturbance  to  the  British  coasts  this  year.  One 
Ktde  privateer  out  of  Dunkiric,  the  Black  Prince^  nvilfa 
a  Congress  commission,  and  a  few  Americans  mixed 
with  the  Irish  and  English  smugglers,  went  round  thdr 
Islands  and  took  thirty-seven  prizes  in  less  than  three 
months.  The  litde  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones^ 
under  the  same  commission  and  colors,  has  alarmed 
those  coasts  exceedingly,  occasioned  a  good  deal  of 
internal  expense,  done  great  damage  to  their  trader 
and  taken  two  frigates,  with  four  hundred  prisoners. 
He  is  now  with  his  principal  prizes  in  Holland,  wheie 
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hft  ii  pratty  weD  reoet?ed,  but  miurt  quil  tint  neutnd 
^wnlry  as  soon  as  his  damages  are  repairecL  TIm 
Bugfish  watch  with  a  superior  force  his  coming  out, 
bat  we  hope  he  will  manage  so  as  to  escape  their 
vigilBnce.  Few  actions  at  sea  have  demonstrated  sudi 
steady,  cool,  determmed  bravery,  as  that  of  Jones  in 
taking  the  StrapU. 

There  has  been  much  rumor  this  summa*  through- 
out  Europe,  of  an  approaching  peace,  throi^h  the  me- 
of  Russia  and  Holland ;  but  it  is  understood  to 
from  the  mvention  of  stockjobbers  and  others  m- 
tooted  in  propagating  sudi  opinions.  Enghnd  seems 
Ml  to  be  yet  suffidendy  humbled,  to  acknowledge  the 
iidapendence  of  the  American  States,  or  to  treat  widi 
Aem  on  diat  footing ;  and  our  friends  wiD  not  make  m 
peace  on  any  other.  So  we  riiall  probably  see  another 
campaign. 

By  Ae  inroices  I  have  seen  and  heard  oC  sent  hith- 
er with  Congress  interest  bills  of  exdiange  to  purchase 
the  goods,  it  shotild  seem  that  there  b  not  so  great  m 
want  of  necessaries  as  of  superfluities  among  our  peo- 
pfe.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  your  distresses  can 
ke  great,  when  one  sees  that  much  the  greatest  part 
of  that  money  is  lavished  m  modes,  and  gewgaws,  and 
tea!  Is  it  impossible  for  us  to  become  wiser,  when  by 
■nple  economy,  and  avoiding  unnecessary  expense^ 
we  might  more  than  defray  the  charge  of  die  war 
We  export  solid  provision  of  all  kinds,  which  is  neoes* 
avy  for  the  sustenance  of  man,  and  we  import  fiidi- 
kms,  hixuries,  and  trifles.  Such  trade  may  enrich  the 
tnders,  but  never  the  country. 

The  good  will  of  all  Kuro[)e  to  our  cause  as  bemg 
the  cause  of  lil)erly,  which  is  the  cause  of  mankind, 
•liil  continues,  as  does  the  universal  wish  to  see  the 
English  pride  humiliated,  aad  their  power  curtailed 
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Those  circumstances  are  encouraging,  and  give  hopes 
oi  a  happy  issue.  Which  may  God  grant,  and  that 
you,  my  friend,  may  live  long  a  blessing  to  your  coun- 
try,    I  am,  &c.  B.  FsAirKLiir. 


TO  BENJAMIN  VAUOHAIT, 

On  his  Edition  of  Dr.  Franklin^ $  JVritmgi. 

Ptmjf  9  Novtmber,  I779L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  several  kind  letters  from  you,  which 
I  have  not  regularly  answered.  They  gave  me  how- 
ever great  pleasure,  as  they  acquainted  me  with  your 
welfare,  and  that  of  your  fsunily  and  other  friends ;  and 
I  hope  you  will  continue  vmting  to  me  as  often  as 
you  can  do  it  conveniently. 

I  thank  you  much  for  the  great  care  and  pains  yoa 
have  taken  in  regulating  and  correcting  the  edition  of 
those  papers.  Your  friendship  for  me  appears  m  al* 
most  every  page;  and  if  the  preservatbn  of  any  of 
them  should  prove  of  use  to  the  public,  it  is  to  yoa 
that  the  public  will  owe  the  obligation.  In  looking 
them  over,  I  have  noted  some  faults  of  impression  that 
hurt  the  sense,  and  some  other  little  matters,  which 
you  will  find  all  m  a  sheet  under  the  title  of  Errata, 
You  can  best  judge  whether  it  may  be  worth  while  to 
add  any  of  diem  to  the  errata  already  imted,  or 
whether  it  may  not  be  as  well  to  reserve  the  whole 
for  correction  in  another  edition,  if  such  should  ever 
be.  Enclosed  I  send  a  more  perfect  copy  oi  the 
Chapter* 

*  Alludingr  to  the  celebrated  Parable  againit  PeneeuHon.    See  VoL  11. 
p.  118.    Mr.  Vaugrhan  had  reprinted  it  from  the  copy  iint 
hf  Lord  Kamee,  which  was  impeifect 
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ff  I  flbould  enr  recorer  die  (neces  tint  wwein  tbe 
ImmIs  of  mj  son,  and  those  I  Mt  among  mj  papers  k 
I  think  there  maj  be  enough  to  make  Area 
rach  foiumes,  of  which  a  great  part  would  be 
inteiestiug* 

As  to  the  time  oT  publishmg.  of  which  you  aak  mj 
opiDiOo>  I  am  not  furnished  with  any  reasons,  or  ideas 
of  reasons,  on  which  to  form  any  opinion*  Naturally  I 
siKwld  suppose  the  bodueiler  to  be  fifom  experience 
the  best  judge,  and  I  should  be  for  leaving  it  to  him. 

I  did  not  write  the  pamphlet  you  mentkxL  I  know 
aodiiag  of  it  I  suppose  it  is  the  samCi  coiioemmg 
vkich  Dr.  Priestley  formeriy  asked  me  the  same  quea» 
imu  That  for  which  he  took  it  was  entided»  Ji  Di$- 
mrt&thn  an  Liberty  and  JfecesHty^  Pkamm  amd 
wMi  these  lines  in  the  titlepage.* 

•WiMlfw  ii,  it  riflrt.    Bat  pvMiad  wuk 
%Mm  Wl  a  put  VtiM  dMiBi  Um  mhwI  Mala; 
Wm  •fw  sol  ovfyMf  to  iliii  ofBtl  Iw, 
Tlwi  ffmm  all  aboff«."  OaTw 

Lmim.    PrwUd  MDCCXZF. 

I  letoni  the  manuscripts  you  were  so  obliging  as  to 
De;  I  am  concerned  at  your  hafkig  no  other 
I  hope  these  will  get  safe  to  your  hands.  I  do 
MC  remember  the  Duke  de  Chaubes  showing  me  the 
letter  you  mentkm,  I  have  received  Dr.  Crawford's 
book,  but  not  your  abstract,  whkh  I  wak  for  as  yea 


I  send  you  also  M.  Dupont's  Table  Eoanamifm^ 
wluch  I  think  an  excellent  thing,  as  it  contains  in  a 
cfear  method  all  the  principles  of  that  new  sect,  caled 
here  iet  Eeamomietee. 


Ko  aopjr  af  thim  tiact  it  now  kaovn  to  bo  ia  MMlnM.  It  wm 
ud  prai#a  kf  PWaUM  vhM  ba  ftiH  niiu4  fli«toad  In  Ms 
U»  fifM  Ml  ttoeowa  oT  il  a  kit  aotobiagnirlqr. 
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Poor  Henly's  dying  in  that  maimer  is  inconc^va- 
ble  to  me.  Is  any  reason  given  to  account  for  it,  be- 
sides insani^l 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  aU  your  good  familyy 
and  believe  me,  with  great  esteem,  my  dear  friend, 
yours,  &C.  B.  FRANKUor. 


TO  JOmr  BAPTIST  BECCARIA. 

Psflfjr,  19  Nofeoiberi  177BI 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  some  time  since  heard  of  your  iOness  with 
great  concern,  it  gave  me  infinite  pleasure  to  learn  tfafa 
day  bom  M.  Chantel,  who  did  me  the  honor  of  a  visil^ 
that  you  ware  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  make 
litde  excursions  on  horseback.  I  pray  God  that  your 
convalescence  may  be  quick  and  perfect,  and  your 
health  be  again  finnly  established.  Science  would  hat 
too  much  m  losing  one  so  zealous  and  active  in  its 
cause,  and  so  capable  of  accelerating  its  progress  and 
augmenting  its  dominions.  ^ 

I  find  myself  here  immersed  in  affiurs,  whidi  ab- 
w(xb  my  attention,  and  prevent  my  pursuing  fhose 
studies  in  which  I  always  found  the  Ughest  satisfiMS- 
tion ;  and  I  am  now  grown  so  dd,  as  hardly  to  hope 
for  a  return  of  that  leisure  and  tranquilliQr  so  neces- 
sary for  philosophical  disquisitions.  I  have^  however, 
not  long  smce  thrown  a  few  thoughts  on  papv  rda* 
tive  to  the  Aurora  Bengalis,  which  I  would  send  you, 
but  that  I  suppose  you  may  have  seen  them  in  the 
Journal  of  the  Abb6  Rozier.  If  not  I  will  make  out 
a  copy,  and  send  it  to  you;  perhi^  with  some  coi^ 
rections. 

Every  thing  of  your  writing  is  always  very  wdocmie 
to  me;  i^  therefore,  you  have  lately  published  any 
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ezperiments  or  obsenratioiui  in  physics,  I  riuJl  be 
iMppy  to  see  them,  when  you  have  an  opportunity  of 
•endhig  them  to  me.  With  the  highest  esteem,  re» 
spect,  and  aftctioD,  I  am,  &c 

B.  FiuuntLiir. 


TO  s.  BsmirsTOErr,  MiinsTsm  or  foexioh  awwaibb 

IB   DEEM  AUL 

lUmomlnHng  again$t  the  Seizure  of  Jmeriean  Priwm 
at  Bergen  m  Jf&rwofi. 

SiE, 

I  hsfe  recenred  a  letta-  from  M.  de  Chesaubc,  eon* 
sal  of  FVance  at  Bergen  in  Norway,  acquamting  me^ 
dM  two  ships,  Tiz.  the  BeUey  and  the  Ihion^  prises 
laim  from  the  English  on  their  coasts  by  Captain 
liWidais,  commander  of  the  JlUianee  frigate,  appertain- 
mg  to  the  United  States  of  North  America,  whidi 
prises  haying  met  with  bad  weather  at  sea,  that  had 
damaged  their  rigging  and  had  occasioned  leaks,  and 
being  weakly  manned  had  taken  shelter  m  the  sup- 
posed neutral  port  of  Bergen,  m  order  to  repair  their 
damages,  procure  an  additional  number  of  saikirs,  and 
the  necessary  refreshments ;  that  they  were  in  the  sakl 
port  enjoying,  as  they  conceiTed,  the  common  rights  of 
hospitality,  established  and  practised  by  dyflized  na- 
tkms,  under  the  care  of  the  aboye  said  consul,  when, 
on  the  28th  of  October  last,  the  said  ships,  with  their 
cargoes  and  papers,  were  suddenly  seised  by  officers 
of  his  Majesty,  the  King  of  Denmark,  to  whom  the 
sakl  port  bekmgs;  the  American  officers  and  seamen 
turned  out  of  their  possesskm,  and  the  whole  defiyered 
10  the  English  consul 

M.  de  ChesauU  has  also  sent  me  the  foDowing  as 
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a  translation  of  his  Majesty's  order,  by  which  the  above 
proceedings  are  said  to  be  authorized,  Tiz.  **  The  Eng- 
lish minister  having  insisted  on  the  restitution  of  two 
vessels,  which  had  been  taken  by  the  American  pri- 
vateer called  the  Alliance^  commanded  by  Captain  Lan- 
dais,  and  which  were  brought  into  Bergen,  viz.  the 
Betsey  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Union  oi  London,  his 
Majesty  has  granted  this  demand  on  this  aooount,  be- 
cause he  has  not  as  yet  acknowledged  the  mdepen- 
dence  of  the  colonies  associated  against  England,  and 
because  that  these  vessels  for  this  reason  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  good  and  lawful  prizes.  Therefore,  the  said 
two  ships  shall  be  immediately  liberated,  and  aDowed 
to  depart  with  their  cargoes."  By  a  subsequent  letter 
fiom  the  same  consul,  I  am  informed,  that  a  third  priw 
belcAging  to  the  United  States,  viz.  the  Qiarmbig 
Polbff  which  arrived  at  Bergen  after  the  others,  has 
also  been  seized  and  delivered  up  in  the  same  man- 
ner; and  that  all  the  people  of  the  three  vessels,  af- 
ter being  thus  stripped  of  their  property  (fior  every 
one  had  an  mterest  in  the  prizes),  were  turned  cm 
shore  to  shift  for  themselves,  without  money,  m  a 
strange  place,  no  provision  being  made  for  their  sub- 
sistence, or  for  sending  them  back  to  their  country. 

Permit  me,  Sir,  to  observe  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
United  States  of  America  have  no  war  but  with  the 
English;  they  have  never  done  any  mjury  to  other 
nations,  particularly  none  to  the  Danish  naticm ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  in  some  degree  its  benefisictors,  as 
they  have  opened  a  trade  of  which  the  English  made 
a  monopoly,  and  of  which  the  Danes  may  now  lane 
their  share,  and,  by  dividing  the  British  Empire,  ham 
made  it  less  dangerous  to  its  neighbours.  They  con- 
ceived, that  every  nation  whom  they  had  not  offended 
was  by  the  rights  of  humanity  their  fiiend;  they  cm- 
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Mod  m  ik^  hoepitaliijr  of  Denmark,  and  ihoui^l  theai- 
wiktm  aid  Uieir  property  safe  when  under  the  roof  of 
Ui  DMish  Miyesty.  But  they  find  themselvei  ftrip> 
pid  of  thai  property,  and  the  same  given  up  to  ther 
aaaaiiei,  on  this  princq^le  only*  that  no  acknowledgmeot 
had  yet  been  formally  made  by  Denmark  of  the  inde« 
p^denco  of  the  United  States ;  which  b  to  say,  that 
thm  b  no  obfigatkm  of  justice  towards  any  natkxi 
with  whom  a  treaty,  promising  the  same,  has  not  been 
psafiously  made.  This  was  indeed  the  doctrine  of  an* 
baibariansi  a  doctrine  kmg  since  expkxled,  and 
it  woukl  not  be  for  the  honor  of  the  present 
1^  to  re?ive ;  and  it  b  hoped  that  Denmark  wiD  not^ 
hf  fopportiag  and  persisting  m  thb  decision,  obtamed 
of  his  Majesty  apparently  by  surprise,  be  the  first  mod- 
Ma  natioQ  that  shaD  attempt  to  rerive  it.* 

The  United  States,  oppressed  by,  and  at  war  with^ 
CM  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  may  weB 
ha  aupposed  incapable  in  their  present  in&nt  state  of 
eiacting  justice  fit>m  other  nations  not  disposed  to 
grant  it;  but  it  b  in  human  nature,  that  injuries  as 
as  benefits  received  in  times  of  weakness  and 
national  as  well  as  personal,  make  deep  and 
lasting  impressions ;  and  those  minbters  are  wise,  who 
bok  mto  futurity  and  quench  the  first  sparks  of  mis* 
aaderstanding  between  two  nations,  which,  neglected. 


*  *TIm  •Bct^nU,'*  mjn  V«u«l«  **<lid  not  eotiedve  thtwojfw 
■itr  •aj  oblif  atM  VawnrU  a  people  wHh  wtoom  tlwj  ^i^tr*  nol  €ii^ 
ky  •  trrtty  of  fH^ncUiiip.  At  IrmgOk  thm  toiot  of  Mtart  wm 
kf  ctfilisMl  oMioiit;  they  AcknowliHlfod  tU  miskimi  ••  hndk^ 
Ml."  Ab  miMtiM  of  the  mme  kiiul,  done  a  emoary  or  l«o  tineo  hy 
mam  EnfUtb  In  the  Caet  Indieo,  OroUiMi  uKk  m,  ••  wto  nol  «r||ho«l  Hi 
pmitmum^  who  matfitained,  that  by  tho  UKrtrot  liwo  of  EofkiMi,  ••  «•» 
wm  hohU  to  pttftMhiaeot  in  thtt  kingtlnci  for  ootnfeo  cooMUlted  ofihtfl 
fcioifno,  vhen  no  ttooty  of  albooce  had  boon  eootractod  with  IhMB.* 
in  thb  prtertfilo  bo  condomM  in  tho  UnNifOiltmM.— AMry^ttl 
T^^Mm  <•  SU  MOcftaUk,  Book  svi 

TOL.  Tm.  61  II 
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maj  in  time  grow  mto  a  flame,  all  the  consequences 
whereof  no  human  prudence  can  foresee,  which  may 
produce  much  mischief  to  both,  and  cannot  possibty 
produce  any  good  to  either.  I  beg  leave,  through  your 
Excellency,  to  submit  these  considerations  to  the  wis- 
dom and  justice  of  his  Danish  Majesty,  whom  I  infi* 
nitely  respect,  and  who,  I  hope,  will  reccmsider  and  re- 
peal the  orders  above  recited ;  and  that,  if  the  prizes^ 
which  I  hereby  reclaim  in  behalf  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  are  not  actually  gone  to  England,  they 
may  be  stopped  and  re-delivered  to  M.  de  Chezanli; 
the  consul  of  France  at  Bei*gen,  in  whose  care  they 
before  were,  with  liberty  to  depart  for  America  when 
the  season  shaU  permit  But,  if  they  should  be  al- 
ready gone  to  England,  I  must  then  daim  fitun  bis 
Majesty's  equity  the  value  of  the  said  prizes,  which 
is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  but  whidi 
may  be  regulated  by  the  best  mformation  that  can  by 
any  means  be  obtamed.  With  the  greatest  respect,  I 
am.  Sir,  &c  B.  Fransxht. 


mOM   THE   MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE   TO   B.  FRAVKLOr. 

Military  Supplies  far  the  Jtmerican  Jrmn. 

Parifli  9  Jannaiy,  1780L 

Dear  Sir, 
Accordmg  to  an  appointment  I  had  requested  from 
M.  de  Montbarrey,*  I  had  this  mommg  a  conversa- 
tion with  that  minister,  wherein  I  eamesdy  urged  the 
necessity  of  sendmg  fit>m  the  royal  magazines  to 
America  fifteen  thousand  stands  of  arms,  and  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  powder.  I  cannot  say  my  endeavoun^ 
though  exerted  to  the  best  of  my  power,  have  met 
with  an  immediate  success.    But,  from  this  first  inter- 

•  Miniiter  of  War. 


I]  COEEBBPONDINCI.  411 


fiswy  I  6ttter  nijrscif  we  inay»  in  some  pjcmutb^  cany 
wfb  desred  poinl* 

I  WIS  at  first  told  by  the  minister,  that  joa  had  a 
baqpuB  ready  made  for  arms,  but  did  not  much  dwell 
mk  the  aiigument  He  kindly  desired  the  aflBur  migfat 
be  in  time  duly  considered,  but,  upon  my  assuring  him, 
that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  that  the  aims  sboold 
fD  with  other  aitides  you  were  about  to  smd,  he,  m 
etiiging  terms  for  us,  promised  he  would  m  a  few 
days  ghre  me  a  positive  answer.  I  am  to  have,  to- 
wirds  the  middle  of  the  week,  a  conference  wUh 
tL  de  Maurepas,*  and  a  second  one  with  &L  de  Ver* 
on  the  same  subject,  upon  wluch  I  have 
written  to  this  last  minister,  so  that  I 
fong  be  able  to  teD  you  how  my  little  negotiar 
Ikm  has  ended.  With  the  most  perfect  rpgard  and 
affection,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sue 

Lafatbttb. 


fBOM  TRB  MARQUIS  DE  LAFATBTTB  TO  B.   FBAJTBUB. 

PvK  10  JtMMrj,  1780. 

Dbar  Sib, 
FVom  a  mmisterial  letter,  which  I  have  just  receiv- 
ed finom  Versailles,  I  begin  to  hope  that  my  little  ne- 
gotiatkxi  will  take  a  good  turn,  and,  as  I  made  it  a 
pomt  to  succeed  in  this  affiur,  no  exotkms  will  be 
BBtiied  for  the  purpose.  I  shouki  have  done  mysetf 
the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  this  morning,  if  I  had 
not  been  seized  with  a  violent  cokl,  which  I  the  more 
carefully  attend  to,  as  I  want  to  be  on  Wednesday  b 
the  situation  of  making  a  tolerable  figure  at  Versailles^ 
where  I  am  to  entertain  M.  de  Maurqpas  and  the 

•  TIM  MM  awuilw  oftlM  Fmuck 
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Other  nunisters  with  a  final  conversation  on  the  affiir 
of  arms  and. powder,  that  I  have  so  much  at  heart 
From  their  good  dispositions  towards  America,  and  the 
^cere  desire  they  have  of  helping  our  feUow  citizeof^ 
the  sons  of  liberty,  I  flatter  myself  that  the  money  o( 
Congress  will  be  empbyed  in  any  thing  but  buying 
the  powder  and  the  stands  of  arms,  that  are  wanted 
m  the  continent. 

How  happy  I  shall  ever  feel  to  be  the  instrument 
of  any  thing  good  for  them,  I  need  not  mention  to 
my  good  friend,  Dr.  Franklin ;  and,  {or  reasons  no  less 
obvious,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  the  assurance  of  the 
{Hivate  sentiments  of  affection  and  r^ard,  with  whidi 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Lafatxtti. 


TO   CHARLES  W.    F.   DCTMAS. 

PiMj,  97  Jannaiy,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  10th  instant  I  shall  be  gU 
to  learn  how  the  takmg  of  the  Dutch  ships  has  been 
accommodated.  We  have  yet  no  news  of  the  JJtH- 
ancBj  but  suppose  she  is  cruising.  We  are  more  m 
pain  for  the  Confederacy^  which  sailed  the  28th  of 
October  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  There  is  some 
hope  that  she  went  to  Charleston  to  take  in  Mr.  Lau- 
rens ;  for  some  passengers  arrived  in  France,  who  left 
Philadelphia  several  weeks  after  her  sailing,  say,  that 
it  was  a  general  opinion  she  would  call  there  befoce 
she  departed  for  Europe.  If  this  was  not  the  cai^ 
we  fear  she  must  be  lost,  and  the  k)ss  will  be  a  veiy 
severe  one. 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  translation  of  a  letter,  that  I 
think  I  sent  you  the  original  of  befine.  Perhaps  it 
may  serve  our  Leyden  fiiend. 
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I  am  Sony  yoa  have  any  diflr<N^raoe  widi  die  am* 
baHidor,  and  wish  you  to  accommodafe  it  as  sood  at 
potable.  Depend  npon  it,  that  no  one  ever  knew  from 
me  that  jon  had  spoken  or  written  agamst  any  pertoii. 
There  is  one  concenung  whom  I  thbk  you  scmietimet 
itoeive  erroneous  information.  In  one  particular,  I  know 
fn  were  misnformed,  that  of  his  seDmg  us  arms  at 
mi  enormous  profit;  the  truth  is  we  never  bought  any 
tf  Um.    I  am  &C. 

B.   FRAlTKLIir. 


TO  DAYin  hahtlxt. 

wiU  not  treat  without  her  AlHes. —  Engkmd 
not  dapomd  to  Peace.  —  Qmduet  of  the  BrUtek 
jtrwejf  tn  jAncrtco. 

PiMji  9  Ftbfwry,  17801 

Dbae  Fmifiim, 

It  is  some  time  smce  I  procured  the  discharge  of 
yov  Captain  Stephenson.  He  did  not  caU  here  m 
lit  way  home.  I  hope  he  arrived  safely,  and  had  a 
happy  meeting  with  hb  fiiends  and  fiunily. 

I  have  bng  postponed  imswering  your  letter  of  the 
Vth  of  June.  A  principal  pomt  in  it,  on  which  yoQ 
teemed  to  desire  my  opinion,  was,  the  conduct  yoa 
ftought  America  ought  to  hokl,  in  case  her  allies  shoukl» 
iom  motives  of  ambition  or  resentment  of  former  in- 
jories,  de«re  her  to  continue  the  war,  beyond  what 
should  be  reasonable  and  consistent  with  her  particular 
iaterests.  As  often  as  I  took  up  your  letter  m  order 
to  answer  it,  this  suggestion  dispk^ised  me,  and  I  bkl 
k  down  again.  I  saw  no  occasion  for  discussmg  such 
a  question  at  present,  nor  any  good  end  it  couM  serve 
to  dttcutt  it  before  the  case  thouki  happen ;  and  I 
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saw  inconyeniences  in  discussmg  it  I  wish,  therefore^ 
you  had  not  mentioned  it.  For  the  rest,  I  am  as  much 
for  peace  as  ever  I  was,  and  as  hesartily  desirous  of 
seeing  the  war  ended,  as  I  was  to  prevent  its  begift* 
ning ;  of  which  your  ministers  know  I  gave  a  strong 
proof  before  I  left  England,  when,  in  ardear  to  aa  ac- 
commodation, I  offered  at  my  own  risk,  without  onlen 
for  so  doing,  and  without  knowing  whether  I  should 
be  owned  in  doing  it,  to  pay  the  whole  danuige  of 
destroybg  the  tea  at  Boston,  provided  the  acts  made 
against  that  province  were  repealed.  This  offer  was 
refused.  I  still  think  it  would  have  been  vnse  to  have 
accepted  it  If  the  Congress  have  therefore  intrusted 
to  others,  rather  than  to  me,  the  negotiations  for  peaoe^ 
when  such  shall  be  set  on  foot,  as  has  been  reportad, 
k  is  perhaps  because  they  may  have  heard  of  a  voiy 
smgular  opinion  of  mine,  that  ihere  hardly  ever  existed 
such  a  thing  as  a  bad  peace,  or  a  good  war,  and  that 
I  might  therefore  easily  be  mduced  to  make  improper 
conces»ons.  But  at  the  same  time  they  and  you  may 
be  assured,  that  I  should  think  the  destructkm  d*  om 
whole  country,  and  the  extirpation  of  our  whde  pech 
pie,  preferable  to  the  infamy  of  abandoning  oar  nlHli 
As  neither  you  nor  I  are  at  present  authorized  to 
treat  of  peace,  it  seems  to  little  purpose  to  make  Mr 
consider  propositions  relating  to  it  I  have  had  W 
Biany  such  put  into  my  hands,  that  I  am  tired  of 
them.  I  will,  however,  give  your  proposal  (^  a  toi 
years'  truce  this  answer,  that,  though  I  think  a  sold 
peace  made  at  once  a  much  better  thing,  yet,  if  tito 
truce  is  practk^ble  and  the  peace  not,  I  should  be  far 
agreeing  to  it  At  least  I  see  at  present  no  suffideMt 
reasons  for  refusmg  it,  provided  our  allies  api»iive  of 
k.  But  this  is  merely  a  private  opinion  of  mine,  wludi 
peihaps  may  be  changed  by  reasons,  that  at 
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4m  moi  oflEer  tbemselvea.  This,  bowerov  I  ui  dew 
m^  dial  withdrawing  your  troops  will  be  beat  dor  yoi^ 
if  joy  with  a  cordial  recoDciliation,  and  that  the  truoe 
ihoiihi  pnoduce  a  peace.  To  show  thai  it  was  not 
tee  by  compubiont  being  required  as  a  condition  of 
the  Inioe,  they  might  be  withdrawn  beforehand,  far 
WBOoa  good  reasons.  But  all  this  is  idle  chat,  as  I 
■I  persuaded,  that  there  is  no  disposition  for  peaoa 
CM  your  side,  and  that  this  war  wiQ  yet  bst  manj 
I  know  nothing,  and  believe  nothmgi  of  any 
cfierad  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 
The  prisoners  taken  m  the  iSeroptt  and  Qnmlim 
^  Scarbaraugk  being  all  treated  for  in  Holland,  and 
Mehanged  there,  I  hope  Mr.  Brown's  son  is  now  sail 
with  his  father.  It  griered  me,  that  the  ez«» 
there,  whk:h  you  may  remember  I  immedia^f 
proposed,  was  so  bng  ddayed  Much  human  misefjr 
ht  have  been  prevented  by  a  pron^>t  compliancei 
so  might  a  great  deal  by  the  executkm  of  parole 
promises  taken  at  sea;  but,  since  I  see  no  regard  is 
paid  to  them  m  England,  I  must  give  orders  to  our 
ships  that  cruise  in  Europe  to  secure  their  pria* 
as  well  as  they  can,  and  kxlge  them  in  Freneb 
Spanish  priscms.  I  have  written  something  on  tUs 
to  Mr.  Hodgson,*  and  sent  to  him  the  second 
passpoit  for  a  cartel  to  Morlaix,  suppoang  you  to  be 
out  of  town.  The  number  of  prisoners  we  now  have 
in  FVance  b  not  easily  ascertained.  I  suppose  it  ex- 
ceeds one  hundred ;  yet  you  may  be  assured,  that  the 
number  which  may  be  brought  over  by  the  two  car* 
leb  shall  be  fully  exchanged,  by  adding  to  those  taken 
by  us  as  many  as  will  make  up  the  complement  out 

^  WilliUB  HodfsoQ  wm  an  tfrnt  io  Lomkm  for  mtp^ying  Um  ^ntm 
ff  Aflienc«o  pnaoiMsri  in  EngUftd,  tod  tnMtcUng  tqiiD— i  i«  mktioa 
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of  those  taken  by  the  French,  with  whom  we  ha?e 
an  account  since  the  exchange  m  Holland  of  those 
we  carried  in  there.  I  wish  theref(M«  you  would,  as 
was  proposed,  clear  your  prisons  of  the  American^ 
who  have  been  so  long  confined  there.  The  carteb^ 
that  may  arrive  at  Morlaix,  will  not  be  detained. 

Tou  may  have  heard,  that  accounts  upon  oath  haire 
been  taken  in  America,  by  order  cf  Congress,  of  tlie 
British  barbarities  committed  there.  It  is  expected  of 
me  to  make  a  schoolbook  of  them,  and  to  haver  thirty- 
five  prints  designed  here  by  good  artists,  and  engraved, 
each  expressing  one  or  more  of  the  different  honid 
facts,  to  be  mserted  m  the  book,  in  order  to  impress 
the  minds  of  children  and  posterity  virith  a  deep  sense 
of  your  bloody  and  insatiable  malice  and  wickedness 
Every  kmdness  I  hear  o^  done  by  an  En^ishman  to 
an  American  prisoner,  makes  me  resolve  not  to  pRK 
ceed  in  the  work,  hoping  a  reconciliation  may  yet  tabs 
place.  But  every  fiesh  instance  of  your  devffism  weak* 
ens  that  resolution,  and  makes  me  abonunate  tlie 
thought  of  a  reunion  virith  such  a  people.  You,  my 
fiiend,  have  often  persuaded  me,  and  I  believed  ^ 
that  the  war  was  not  theirs,  nor  approved  by  thesk 
But  their  suffering  it  so  long  to  continue,  and  the 
vn^tched  rulers  to  remain  who  carry  it  on,  makes  IM 
thmk  you  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  them.  Adieo^ 
my  dear  fiiend,  &c. 

B.  FRAHKUir. 


TO   BICHARD   PBICX. 

PiMji  6  Felnuiiy,  17S0L 


Dear  Sir, 

I  received  but  very  lately  your  kmd  hyot  cf  Octo- 
ber 14th,  Dr.  Ingenhousz,  who  brought  it,  havmg  stayed 
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long  in  HoDand.  I  sent  that  enclosed  direcdy  to  Mr. 
Lee.  It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  understand  that 
fOQ  continue  weH  Your  writings,  after  all  the  abuse 
joa  and  they  have  met  with,  begm  to  make  serious 
■preasions  on  those  who  at  first  rejected  the  coun* 
sab  you  gave ;  and  they  will  acquire  new  weight  every 
day*  and  be  m  high  esteem  when  the  cafils  against 
ftmm  ve  dead  and  forgotten. 

to  present  my  affectionate  respects  to  that 
sensible,  and  intelligent  Society,*  who  did  me 
m  kmg  the  honor  of  admitting  me  to  share  b  thai* 
JMtiimiiu  conversations.  I  never  think  of  the  hoioa 
I  ao  happily  spent  m  that  company,  without  regret- 
l^f  that  they  are  never  to  be  repeated ;  for  I  see  no 
pwiapai.'t  of  an  end  to  this  unhappy  war  in  my  time. 
B^»  Priestley,  you  teD  me,  continues  his  expenmenlp 
iocoess.  We  make  daily  great  hnprovements  k 
there  is  one  I  wish  to  see  in  mora/  phik)a<^ 
figr;  the  discovery  of  a  plan,  that  wouM  induce  md 
ihlge  nations  to  settle  their  disputes  without  first  cut- 
iig  one  another's  throats.  When  wiD  human  reason 
he  sufficiently  unproved  to  see  the  advantage  of  thial 
When  will  men  be  convinced,  that  even  succeasM 
wars  at  length  become  misfortunes  to  those,  who  ub- 
JMily  commenced  them,  and  who  triumf^ed  blindly 
In  their  success,  not  seeing  all  its  consequences.  Tour 
great  comfort  and  mine  in  this  war  is,  that  we  honest- 
ly and  faithfully  did  every  thing  in  our  power  to  pre- 
vent it    Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  firien^ 

yours,  &c  R  FnAftKha. 

—     '  ■ — 

•  Bappomd  to  AUiid«  lo  a  Clob  at  Um 
TOL.  VIII.  68 


418  FRANKLIN'S  WRITINGS.  [iBT.74. 


TO   JOSEPH   PRIESTLEY. 

True  science  and  Us  Progress.  —  Incanveniencei 
attend  all  Situations  in  Life. 

PiMj,  6  Felmniy,  178a 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  kind  letter  of  September  27th  came  to  hand 
but  very  lately,  the  bearer  having  stayed  long  in  Hol- 
land. I  always  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  being  still  em- 
ployed in  experimental  researches  into  nature,  and  of 
the  success  you  meet  with.  The  rapid  pr(^;ress  Urm 
science  now  makes,  occasions  my  regretting  sometimfiB 
that  I  was  bom  so  soon.  It  is  impossible  to  imagbe 
the  height  to  which  may  be  carried,  in  a  thounad 
years,  the  power  of  man  over  matter.  We  may  per- 
haps learn  to  deprive  large  masses  of  their  gravity,  and 
give  them  absolute  levity,  for  the  sake  of  easy  tranih 
port.  Agriculture  may  diminish  its  hbot  and  double 
its  produce;  all  diseases  may  by  sure  means  be  pro- 
vented  or  cured,  not  excepting  even  that  of  okl  ige^ 
and  oiu*  lives  lengthened  at  pleasure  even  beyond  the 
antediluvian  standard.  O  that  moral  science  wen  m 
as  fair  a  way  of  improvement,  that  men  would  cease 
to  be  wolves  to  one  another,  and  that  human  bdngi 
would  at  length  learn  what  they  now  improperly  caB 
humanity  I 

I  am  glad  my  little  paper  on  the  Jiurora  BareaKe 
pleased.  If  it  should  occasion  further  inquiry,  and  to 
produce  a  better  hypothesis,  it  will  not  be  wholly  us^ 
less.  I  am  ever,  with  the  greatest  and  most  oncere 
esteem^  dear  Sir,  Slc 

B.  Frankuv. 
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Eiuloud  m  the  foregoing  Letter;  being  an  Jtniwer  to 
a  oeparaU  Paper  received  from  Dr.  Priutteif. 

I  hate  oonakiered  the  situadoQ  of  that  pawm  Terj 
attentiTdy.  I  think  that,  with  a  little  help  from  the 
Moral  jSlgebra^^  he  might  fonn  a  better  judgment  than 
aj  other  person  can  form  for  him.  But,  since  my 
epBiQB  seems  to  be  desired,  I  gire  it  for  continuing 
to  Ae  end  of  the  term,  under  all  the  present  disagree- 
iUe  circumstances.  The  connexion  will  then  die  a 
MtunJ  death.  No  reason  wiU  be  expected  to  be  fffta 
fr  the  separation,  and  of  course  no  offence  taken  at 
iWioiis  giren;  the  friendship  may  stiD  subsist,  and  in 
iOBie  other  way  be  useful  The  time  diminishes  daily, 
aMl  is  osefuDy  empbyed.  All  human  situatbns  hafe 
(heir  inoonvaiiences ;  we  feel  those  that  we  find  m 
Ae  present,  and  we  neither  feel  nor  $^  those  that 
eodsl  m  another.  Hence  we  make  frequent  and  tron* 
Uesome  changes  without  amendment,  and  often  for  the 


In  my  youth,  I  was  passenger  m  a  little  skx)p,  de- 
scending the  river  Delaware.  There  being  no  wmd, 
we  were  obliged,  when  the  ebb  was  spent,  to  cast 
apdior,  and  wait  for  the  next  The  heat  of  the  sun 
em  the  vessel  was  excessive,  the  company  strangers 
to  me,  and  not  very  agreeable.  Near  the  river  side 
I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  pleasant  green  meadow, 
b  the  middle  of  which  was  a  large  shady  tree,  where 
it  struck  my  fancy  I  could  sit  and  read,  (having  a 
book  in  my  pockety)  and  pass  the  time  agreeably  tiD 
the  tide  turned.  I  therefore  |)revailed  with  the  cap- 
tain to  put  me  ashore.  Being  landed,  I  found  the 
greatest  part  of  my  meadow  was  really  a  marsh,  in 

*  8m  ItttOT  to  Dr.  Priettlej,  dated  SepCsoiber  lOOk^  1771.  pu  Mk 
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crossing  which,  to  come  at  my  tree,  I  was  up  to  my 
knees  m  mire ;  and  I  had  not  placed  myself  mider  its 
shade  five  minutes,  before  the  mosquitoes  in  swarms 
found  me  out,  attacked  my  legs,  hands»  and  face,  and 
made  my  reading  and  my  rest  impossible;  so  that  I 
returned  to  the  beach,  and  called  for  the  boat  to  come 
and  take  me  on  board  again,  where  I  was  obliged 
to  bear  the  heat  I  had  strove  to  quit,  and  also  the 
laugh  of  the  company.  Similar  cases  in  the  affimy 
of  life  haye  smce  frequently  faUen  under  my  obser- 
vation. 

I  have  had  thoughts  of  a  coUege  for  him  in  Amer* 
ica.  I  know  no  one  who  might  be  more  useful  to 
the  public  m  the  mstruction  of  youth.  But  there  aie 
possible  unpleasantnesses  in  that  situation;  it  cannot 
be  obtamed  but  by  a  too  hazardous  voyage  at  dus 
time  for  a  family ;  and  the  time  for  experiments  wonU 
be  all  otherwise  engaged.* 


TO  JOHN   PAUL  JOKES. 

Piffljr,  19  Felmiaix,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  from  Carone  of  the  16th  pasl^ 
and  from  L'Orient  of  the  13th  instant  I  rejoice  that 
you  are  so  safely  arrived  in  France,  malgri  all  die 
pains  taken  to  intercept  you. 

As  to  the  refitting  of  your  ship  at  the  expense  of 


*  The  advice  contained  in  this  paper  related  to  Dr.  Prieafley  Mtt» 
ael^  who  had  enga^d  to  live  with  Lord  Sbelbume,  as  his  librarian^  it 
a  salary  of  about  three  hundred  pounds  per  annunii  for  a  certain  mui* 
ber  of  years ;  bat,  before  the  term  had  expired,  he  became 
with  his  situation,  and  requested  counsel  ftom  Dr.  l^rtnkUn  oa 
Bubjeet— W.  T.  P. 


Mr.rt)  CORRESPONDENCE.  491 

tkb  court,  I  must  acquaint  you,  that  there  is  not  die 
letst  probabifity  of  obtaining  it,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
ad[  it  I  hear  too  much  already  of  the  extraordmaiy 
ap&jse  you  made  in  HoUand,  to  thmk  of  proposing 
m  addition  to  it,  especially  as  you  seem  to  impute  the 
she  has  sustained  more  to  Captain  Landtts* 
jence,  than  to  accidents  of  the  cruise-  The  whole 
eiq)«ise  will,  therefore,  fall  upon  me,  and  I  am  ill  pro- 
fided  to  bear  it,  having  so  many  unexpected  calls  upon 
me  from  all  quarters.  I  therefore  beg  you  wiD  have 
■ercy  on  me,  put  me  to  as  little  charge  as  possible^ 
md  take  nothing  that  you  can  possibly  do  without 

As  to  sheathing  with  copper,  it  is  totally  out  of  the 
qoestkxL  I  am  not  authorized  to  do  it,  if  I  had  money ; 
md  I  hare  not  money,  if  I  had  orders.  The  purchase 
of  the  Srrapis  \s  in  the  same  predicament.  I  b^Te 
the  sendmg  of  cordage  and  canvass  from  Amsterdam 
hm  ab^eady  been  forbidden ;  if  not,  I  shall  forbid  it 
I  approve  of  your  applying  to  Messrs.  Gourdale  & 
Moylan  for  what  repairs  you  want,  having  an  exceed- 
ingly  good  opinion  of  those  gentlemen ;  but,  let  me  re- 
peat,  for  God*s  sake  be  sparing,  unless  you  mean  to 
make  roe  a  bankrupt,  or  have  your  drafts  dishonored 
lor  want  of  money  in  my  hands  to  pay  them. 

We  are  likely  to  obtain  fifteen  thousand  stands  of 
good  arms  from  the  government  They  are  mudi 
wanted  in  America.  M.  de  Lafayette  has  just  now 
proposed,  that  you  should  take  them  as  baDast  Tea 
know  best  if  this  is  practicable. 

Mr.  Ross  requests  to  be  permitted  to  take  his  pas- 
«ge  with  you.  As  he  has  been  a  servant  of  the 
States,  in  makbg  their  purchases  in  Europe,  it  seemf 
to  me,  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  refuse  him,  if  yea 
can  accommodate  him.  There  is  also  a  particular  friend 
of  mine,  Mr.   Samuel  Wharton  of  Philade^phii,  who 

Tou  TUL  a 
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desires  to  go  with  you.  These  gentlemen  will  doubt- 
less lay  in  their  own  stores^  and  pay  as  custcxnary  for 
their  accommodations,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
find  them  agreeable  company.  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard 
also  propose  to  take  their  passages  m  your  shipi  whom 
I  hope  you  can  likewise  accommodate.  Rray  write 
mfi  immediately  your  sentiments  on  these  particulars; 
and  let  me  know,  at  the  same  time,  when  you  think 
you  can  be  ready,  that  I  may  forward  my  despatches. 
I  am  glad  to  hear,  that  your  indisposition  b  wearing 
o^  I  hope  your  health  will  soon  be  reestablished.  I 
am,  &C.  B.  FRANKuir. 


mOM  THE  MARQUIS   D£   LAFAYETTE    TO 
B.    FRAlVKLIir. 

Jrms  and  Clothing  far  the  American  TVaaps. 

Park,  S9  Felmniy,  17W. 
Dea^  S1B9 

In  consequence  of  the  assent,  that  yoiu*  EzceDeoqy 
was  pleased  to  honor  my  request  with,  I  shall  b^ 
yovir  obliging  help  positively  to  fix  my  ideas  on  some 
affairs  relating  to  our  army,  m  which  I  had  the  hap- 
piness of  acting  as  one  of  your  agents  at  the  court 
o(  Versailles. 

From  the  ministers  of  war,  and  the  mimster  of  for- 
eign affairs,  I  get  the  most  positive  assurance,  that 
our  fifteen  thousand  stands  of  arms,  with  the  same 
number  of  accoutrements,  will  be  soon  delivered  Sat 
the  use  of  the  American  army,  and  safely  conveyed. 
T^e  oth^r  demands  I  have  m^e  in  that  department 
hs^ye  not  been  as  yet  positively  answered  to^  but  I 
flli9ll  get  3,  ^tum  of  such  articles  as  may  be  obtamed 
fiFom  M*  4?  Mo]{^tbaiTey{  and  that  return  I  shall  have 


m.n.]  COEEKSPONDENCK. 

lie  honor  of  sending  to  your  Excellencji  as  soon  m 
k  comes  into  my  hands. 

Aooording  to  your  request,  I  have  made  it  a  point 
to  cany  with  me  about  four  thousand  complete  suita, 
■d  have  got  from  the  mmister  of  the  navy  such  an 
onler  as  will  direct  the  captain  of  the  frigate  appobt- 
ed  fior  my  passage,  not  only  to  take  on  board  the 
cbftfaig,  that  wOI  be  brought  to  Rocbdle,  but  even, 
if  necessary  for  making  room,  to  disembark  a  part  of 
Mi  proviskms. 

In  consequence  of  positive  ministerial  assuranceSi  I 
ttake  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  have  the  safest  convoy 
far  the  remaining  six  thousand  suits  of  clothes,  that 
m  making  at  Nantes.  I  have  heard  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  bales  of  ck)th  for  pubUc  servke,  that  are  sent 
by  you  on  board  of  the  ^IMance^  but  do  not  know 
etacdy   how  much  clothing  they  will  afford  for  the 

ly.  Notwithstanding  your  despatches  to  Congress, 
I  hope  I  shall  be  btrusted  with,  I  confess  it 
wookl  be  very  agreeable  for  me  to  know  exactly  the 
qUDtity  and  the  kind  of  the  several  articles,  that  you 
tte  preparing  for  us;  so  that  I  may  give  to  General 
Washington  a  positive  basis,  whk:h  his  EIxceDency  can 
iepend  upon. 

I  had  this  morning  the  honor  of  imparting  to  yon 
die  ideas  1  proposed  to  Count  de  Vergennes,  for  pro- 
vkiing  new  clothing  for  the  army,  that  might  arrive  be- 
fore the  winter;  and,  as  to  the  conversation  on  money 
dbir%  in  my  private  capacity  I  may  be  much  less 
moderate  than  the  ministers  of  the  United  States.  I 
beg  your  pardon,  my  good  friend,  for  the  trouble  I 
m  giving  you,  but  your  friendship  encourages  me  ID 
do  it;  and  I  know  such  a  note,  as  I  beg  leave  Id 
raqmre,  will  be  extremely  agreeable  when  I  airive  at 
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head -quarters.*      With  the  most  smcerc   attachment 
and  perfect  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c 

Lafayette. 


TO    SAMUEL   HUNTINGTON,  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Seizure  of  Prizes  in  JVbrway.  —  Commodore  Jones  and 
Captain  Landais.  —  Mcessity  of  appointing  a  Cofi- 
sul.  —  Exchange  of  Prisoners.  —  Prospects  of  Eng' 
land. 

Vwmf,  4  Mareh,  178a 

Sir, 

M.  Gerard,  under  whose  care  I  understand  the  de- 
spatches from  Congress  to  me  were  forwarded,  is  not 
yet  arrived  here,  and  I  have  not  received  them.  I 
cannot,  therefore,  at  present  answer  any  thing  that  maj 
be  contained  in  them.  He  is,  however,  expected  next 
week,  and  I  may  afterwards  have  time  to  write  further 
by  the  Alliance.  Mr.  Adams  is  come,  but  did  not 
bring  duplicates  of  those  despatches.  I  have,  m  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  Congress,  which  he  produced 
to  me,  furnished  him  with  one  thousand  louis-d*onL 
I  have  also  given  a  credit  to  Mr.  Jay  upon  the  cor- 
respondent of  our  banker  at  Madrid  for  an  equal  sum. 
I  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival  there.  His  letter 
to  me  was  from  Cadiz,  of  the  28th  of  January. 

In  my  last  I  gave  some  account  of  the  success  of 
our  little  squadron  under  Commodore  Jones.     Three 

*  The  Marquis  do  Lafayette  was  on  the  eve  of  departing  for  Amer- 
ica, having  been  BuccoBsful,  not  only  in  procuring  from  the  French  gof- 
emnient  a  large  quantity  of  military  supplies  for  the  American  amf, 
but  also  in  persuading  the  ministry  to  send  auxiliary  troopa  to  Iht 
United  States.  These  followed  soon  afterwards  under  the  command  of 
Count  de  Rochambeau.  See  the  history  of  these  transaetioiis  in  IfU^ 
mgUnC$  9FrUing$,\ol  VII.  pp.  477-50& 
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ef  their  pnzes  wnt  mto  Bergen  m  Norway,  were,  it 
the  msttnce  of  the  British  mmister,  seized  by  order  of 
lie  court  of  Denmark,  and  delivered  up  to  hinL  I 
hate,  with  the  approbation  of  the  ministry  here,  drawn 
ip  and  sent  to  that  court  a  memorial  redaiming  thooe 
prises.  It  went  through  the  hands  of  the  French 
minister  residing  there,  who  has  delivered  it;  but  I 
kftte  yet  no  answer.  I  understand  from  the  French 
ttmsol  at  Bergen,  that  the  prizes  remam  still  in  that  port^ 
mi  it  is  said  there  is  some  hope  that  the  order  may 
be  reversed;  but  this  b  doubtful,  and  I  suppose  the 
Congress  wiB  immediately  consider  this  important  af* 
iifr,  and  give  me  such  instructions  upon  it  as  they 
■iy  judge  proper.    With  this,  I  send  a  copy  of  the 


Durmg  the  cruise  a  mortal  quarrel  took  place  be- 
tween the  Commodore  and  Captam  Landais.  On  thefr 
artinl  m  Holland,  M.  de  Sartine,  Mfauster  of  the  Ma* 
lite,  proposed  to  me  the  sending  for  Ljindais,  in  order 
Id  mquire  into  his  conduct  I  doubted  the  ptT>prTety 
of  my  meddling  in  the  aflmr;  but  Captam  Landai^ 
Ifends  conceiving  it  a  measure  that  might  be  service- 
Mt  to  him,  and  pressmg  it,  I  complied,  and  he  came 
iocordmgly  to  Paris.  I  send  the  minutes  of  the  in* 
qoiry  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  I  have  nol 
pesumed  to  condemn  or  acquit  him,  doubting  as  wel 
my  own  judgment  as  my  authority.  He  proposes  to 
demand  a  court-martial  in  America.  In  his  absence 
torn  the  ship,  the  Commodore  took  the  command  of 
her,  and  on  quitting  the  Texel  made  a  cniise  through 
dto  channel  to  Spain,  and  ha^  since  returned  to  L*CM* 
est,  where  the  ship  b  now  refitting  in  order  to  retmn 
to  America.  Captam  Landais  has  not  applied  to  me 
to  be  replaced  in  her,  and  I  imagine  has  no  thought 
ef  that  kind,  having  before  on  several  oocaskmi  et* 

VOL.  VIIL  64  JJ^ 
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pressed  to  me  and  others  his  dissatisfaction  with  his 
officers,  and  his  inclmation  on  that  account  to  quit  her. 
Captain  Jones  will  therefore  carry  her  home,  unless  he 
should  be  prevailed  with  to  enter  another  service,  which, 
however,  I  thmk  is  not  likely,  though  he  has  gained 
immense  reputation  all  over  Europe  for  his  bravery. 

As  vessels  of  war  under  my  care  create  me  a  vast 
deal  of  busmess,  of  a  kmd  too,  that  I  am  unexperienced 
in,  and  by  my  distance  from  the  coast  is  very  difficuk 
to  be  well  executed,  I  must  repeat  my  earnest  request^ 
that  some  person  of  skill  in  such  affairs  may  be  ap- 
pointed m  the  character  of  consul,  to  take  chaise  of 
them.  I  imagine  that  much  would  by  that  means  be 
saved  m  the  expense  of  their  various  refittings  and 
supplies,  which  to  me  appears  enormous. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  Congress,  I  have  em- 
ployed one  of  the  best  artists  here  in  cutting  the  dies 
for  the  medal  mtended  for  M.  de  Fleury.  The  price 
of  such  work  is  beyond  my  expectation,  being  a  thou- 
sand livres  for  each  die.  I  shall  try  if  it  is  not  possi- 
ble to  have  the  others  done  cheaper. 

Our  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  for  some  time 
past  at  a  stand,  the  English  admiralty  refusmg,  after 
long  consideration,  to  give  us  any  men  in  return  fir 
those  who  had  been  dismissed  by  our  armed  vessds 
on  parole,  and  the  actual  prisoners  we  had  being  dl 
exchanged.  When  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones 
arrived  m  the  Texel  with  five  hundred  English  pris- 
oners, I  proposed  exchangmg  there ;  but  this  was  de- 
clmed,  m  expectation,  as  I  heard  from  England,  of  re- 
takmg  them  in  their  way  to  France.  The  stay  of  our 
ships  in  Holland,  through  the  favor  of  the  States,  be-* 
ing  prolonged,  and  the  squadron  stationed  to  intercept 
us  bemg  tired  of  cruismg  for  us,  the  British  ministrjf 
omsented  at  length  to  a  cartel  with  France,  and  brou^t 
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fVndiBieii  to  HoOand  to  exchange  for  those  piiaonen 
of  Americaos.     These  proceediogs  have  occtr 

our  poor  people  to  be  kept  longer  b  confine* 
it;  but  the  Minister  of  the   Marine,  having  given 

that  I  should  have  as  many  English,  another 
CHtel  charged  with  Americans  is  now  daily  expected, 
ad  I  hope  in  a  few  months  to  see  them  all  at  liberty, 
TIm  for  their  sakes,  and  also  to  save  expense;  for 
tlMar  kmg  and  hard  imprisonment  induces  many  to 
iHtfanl  attempts  of  escaping ;  and  those  who  get  away 
tivough  London  and  Holland,  and  come  to  Paris  in 
thdr  way  to  some  seaport  in  France,  cost  one  with 
aoiher,  I  believe,  near  twenty  pounds  sterling  a  head. 
The  delays  in  the  exchange  have  I  think  be» 
Ingthened  by  the  Admiralty,  partly  with  the  view  of 
breaking  the  patience  of  our  people  and  inducing  them 
to  enter  the  English  service.  They  have  spared  no 
fuas  for  this  purpose,  and  have  prevailed  with  some. 
The  number  of  these  has  not  indeed  been  great,  and 
Mveral  of  them  lost  their  lives  in  the  bbwing  up  of 
the  Quebec.  I  am  also  lately  informed  from  LondoQ, 
that  the  flags  of  truce  with  prisoners  fix>m  BostoOp 
que  of  which  is  seized  as  British  property,  will  ob* 
no  Americans  in  exchange;  the  returned  Knglirfi 

told,  that  they  had  no  authority  or  right  to  make 
aach  aga^ements  with  rebels,  &x.  This  is  not  the 
only  instance  in  which  it  appears,  that  a  few  late  suc- 
cesses have  given  that  nation  another  haur  of  itisolence. 
And  yet  their  aflairs  upon  the  whole  wear  a  very  un* 
promising  aspect  They  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
fmd  any  allies  in  Europe.  Holland  grows  daily  ]em 
and  k^ss  dLs()osed  to  amiply  with  their  requisitions; 
Ireland  is  not  satisfied,  but  is  making  new  demands; 
Scotland,  and  the  Protestants  in  England  are  uneasy^ 
and  the  associations  of  counties  in  England,  with 
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Aitteie^  of  correspondence  to  make  reforms  in  Ae  gov- 
dnm'ent,  all  taken  together,  give  a  good  deal  of  aj^re- 
hension  at  present,  even  to  their  mad  ministers ;  wh3e 
their  debt,  on  the  point  of  amounting  to  the  amazing 
titan  of  two  hundred  millions,  hangs  as  a  miDstone 
upon  the  neck  of  their  credit,  and  must  ere  long  sink 
it  beyond  redemption. 

The  disposition  of  this  court  continues  as  fkvorable 
ad  eV^ei*,  though  it  cannot  comply  with  all  our  demands. 
The  supplies  required,  m  the  mvoice  sent  me  by  the 
Cominittee,  appeared  too  great  and  numerous  to  blB 
immediately  furnished.  Three  millions  of  livres  wei^ 
however,  granted  me,  with  which,  after  deducting  what 
WiD  be  necessary  to  pay  the  interest  biDs,  and  other 
bte  drafts  of  Congress,  I  could  not  venture  in  orddr^ 
ing  mdiie  than  ten  thousand  suits  of  clothes.  WiUl 
th^se,  we  shall  have  fifteen  thousand  arms  and  ais* 
cbutrements.  A  good  deal  of  the  doth  goes  over  81 
tiie  JlKande^  purchased  by  Mr.  Ross,  which,  it  is  ooltaf* 
puted,  may  make  seven  or  eight  thousand  suits  moi^ 
But  although  we  have  not  obtsdned  that  mvdce  of 
goods,  this  court  being  at  inmiense  expense  in  Af6 
preparations  for  the  next  campsugn,  I  have  reason  ftt 
believe  that  a  part  of  those  preparations  will  be  em* 
ployed  in  essential  assistance  to  the  United  Stateft^ 
and  I  hope  effectual,  though  at  present  I  cannot  bb 
more  particular. 

I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Johnson  the  vote  of  Congrett 
relative  to  the  setdement  of  the  accounts.  He  has  ex- 
pressed his  readiness  to  enter  on  the  service.  Mh 
Deane  is  soon  expected  here,  whose  presence  is  verf 
necessary,  and  I  hope  with  his  help  they  may  be  gonb 
through  without  much  difficulty.  I  could  have  widiiBd 
it  had  suited  Mr.  Lee  to  have  been  here  at  the 
ttta'e. 
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The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  whO|  during  his  residence 
m  France,  has  been  extremely  zealous  in  supporting 
our  cause  on  all  occasions,  returns  again  to  fight  for  it 
Be  b  infinitely  esteemed  and  beloved  here,  and  I  am 
pcrwadeJ  wiU  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  merit  a 
continuance  of  the  same  affection  fix>m  America.  With 
die  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Slc 

B.  FRAirKuif. 


TO   OXOROE   WASHIKOTOK. 

Ik  MaarqmM  de  Lafayette.  —  Invitation  to  fri$it  Europe. 

F%mf,  S  Muck,  178a. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  but  lately  the  letter  your  ExceDen* 
q^  did  me  the  honor  ti[  writing  to  me  in  recommen- 
dation ot  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  His  modesty 
detained  it  long  in  his  own  hands.  We  became  ac- 
quainted, however,  (rom  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Paris; 
aad  his  zeal  for  the  honor  of  our  country,  hb  activiQr 
h  our  affairs  here,  and  his  firm  attachment  to  our 
cause  and  to  you,  impressed  me  with  the  same  regard 
aad  esteem  for  him  that  your  Excellency*s  letter  would 
have  done,  had  it  been  immediately  delivered  to  me. 

Should  peace  arrive  after  another  campaign  or  two^ 
and  afford  us  a  little  leisure,  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
your  Excellency  in  Europe,  and  to  accompany  you,  if 
my  age  and  strength  would  {x^rmit,  m  visiting  some 
of  its  ancient  and  most  famous  kingdoms.  You  would^ 
on  this  side  of  the  sea,  enjoy  the  great  reputation  you 
have  acquired,  pure  and  free  from  those  little  shades 
that  the  jealousiy  and  envy  of  a  man's  countrymen  and 
contemporaries  are  ever  endeavouring  to  cast  over 
Eving  merit    Here  you  would  know,  and  ei^ioy,  what 
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posterity  will  say  of  Washington.  For  a  thousand 
le^ueis  have  nenariy  the  same  effect  widi  a  diousand 
yearis.  The  feeble  voice  of  diose  grovelfing  passkmb 
diniiot  extehd  so  far  either  in  thne  or  distance.  At 
present  I  enjoy  that  pleasure  for  you ;  as  I  frequently 
near  the  old  generals  of  this  martial  country,  who  study 
the  ma^s  of  America,  and  mark  upon  them  all  yoc^ 
op6rat!ond|  spesk  with  sincere  approbation  and  great 
applause  of  your  conduct ;  and  join  b  giving  you  the 
character  of  one  of  the  greatest  captains  of  the  age. 

I  must  soon  quit  this  scene,  but  you  may  live  to 
see  our  country  flourish,  as  it  will  amazmgly  and  rap- 
ialy  albr  the  war  is  over;  like  a  field  of  young  Ui- 
dian  c(>m^  which  long  fair  weather  and  sunshine  had 
enfeebled  and  discolored,  and  which  in  that  wteak  states 
by  i  thuhdet*  gust  of  viblent  i!nnd,  hdl,  ^d  rain,  deem* 
ed  tJ6  b6  thi^teUed  with  absolute  destruction ;  yet  tbb 
ttOrm  being  past,  it  recovers  frei^h  verdure,  shoota  \sp 
With  double  vigor,  and  delights  the  eye,  hot  of  ilS  aWMt 
toiily,  but  of  every  observmg  traveler. 

The  bedt  wishes  that  can  be  iTonned  (or  your  heatt)^ 
honor,  and  hapi^hiess,  ever  attend  you  from  yourt,  kc 

B.  FRAHkuir. 


ifO  T^fi   JCHEVALkSR  BE   LA  LUZSmiTS.* 

M.  de  Malesherbes.  —  S^ain. — Jldvaatage  of  gnat 

States. 

?vmf,  5  lfti«h,  1780L 

I  received  with  great  pleasure  the  letter  you  did  lu^ 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  from  Colston.    I  rejoidekl 

^  Successor  to  11  Gerard,  as  minister  from  tbe  French  oolirt  to  tti 
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Id  bev  of  jour  safe  arrival,  and  that  the  reccytioii 
jom  net  with  in  my  country  had  been  agreeable  to 
JQO.  I  hope  its  air  win  suit  you,  and  that,  while  you 
in  it,  you  wiD  enjoy  constant  health  and  hap- 


Toor  good  brother  does  me  sometimes  the  honor  of 
on  me,  and  we  converse  in  English,  which  he 
very  mteiligibly.  I  suppose  that  by  this  time 
JOQ  do  the  same.  Bf .  de  Mafesherbes  did  me  lately 
An  same  honor.  That  great  man  seems  to  have  no 
w|ik  of  returning  into  public  employment,  but  amuses 
with  pbnting,  and  is  desirous  of  obtauung  al 
trees  of  North  America,  that  have  not  yet  been 
teoduoed  into  France.  Your  sending  him  a  box  of 
tke  seeds  would,  I  am  persuaded,  much  oblige  him. 
Tbey  may  be  obtained  of  my  young  friend  Bartram, 
ivkig  near  Philadelphia. 

Tou  will  have  heard  that  Spain  has  htely  met  with 
a  Ettle  misfortune  at  sea,  but  the  bravery  with  which 
het  ships  fought  a  vastly  superior  force  has  gained 
het  great  honor.  We  are  anxious  here  for  further 
news  from  that  coast,  which  is  daily  expected.  Glreal 
preparations  are  making  here  for  the  ensuing  campaign, 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it  wiO  be  more  active 
and  successful  in  EurD{)e  than  the  last 

One  of  the  advantages  of  great  states  is,  that  the 
calamity  occasioned  by  a  foreign  war  falb  only  on  a 
very  small  part  of  the  community,  who  happen  from 
their  situation  and  particular  circumstances  to  be  ex- 
posed Co  it  Thus  as  it  is  always  fair  weather  in  our 
pvloiirs,  it  is  at  Paris  always  peace.  The  people  pur- 
sue their  respective  occupations ;  the  pbyhouses,  the 
opera,  and  other  public  diversions,  are  as  regularly  and 
fbDy  attended,  as  in  times  of  profoundest  tranquSity, 
and  the  same  small  concerns  divide  us  into  parties. 
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Withm  these  few  weeks  we  are  for  or  against  Jean- 
not,  a  new  actor.  This  man's  performance^  and  tbe 
marriage  of  the  Duke  de  Richelieu,  fiD  up  much  more 
of  our  present  conversation,  than  any  diing  that  re- 
lates  to  the  war.  A  demonstration  this  of  the  pub- 
lic felicity. 

My  grandson  joins  with  me  m  best  wishes  for  3raar 
health  and  prosperity.  He  is  much  flattered  by  your 
kind  remembrance  of  hun.  We  desire  also  that  M. 
de  Marbois*  would  accept  our  assurances  of  esteem. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  Sr, 

&C.  B.   FRAlTKLIir. 


TO  FRANCIS  HOPKnrsoir. 
Dr.  Ingenhausz. — JVhvly  invented  Tdeecape. 

Twuj,  6   Maieh,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  thank* you  for  your  political  Squibs;  they  are  weD 
made.  I  am  glad  to  find  you  have  such  plen^  of 
good  powder. 

Tou  propose  that  KUUpigj  the  butcher^  should  op- 
erate upon  himself.  Tou  will  find  some  thoughts  on 
that  subject  in  a  little  piece  called  A  Merry  Song 
about  Murder^  in  a  London  newspaper  I  send  herewith. 

The  greatest  discovery  made  in  Europe  for  some 
time  past  is  that  of  Dr.  Ingenhousz's  relating  to  the 
great  use  of  the  leaves  of  trees  in  producing  whole- 
some air.  I  would  send  you  his  book,  if  I  had  it 
A  new  mstrument  is  lately  mvented  here,t  &  kind  of 
telescope,  which  by  means  of  Iceland  crystal  ooci- 

*  Secretary  of  the  French  Legation  in  the  United  Stilefl. 
t  By  the  Abb6  Rochon,  of  the  French  Academy  of  Sciencai. 


7A]  CORRESPONDENCE.  488 


the  double  appearance  of  an  object,  and,  the 
two  appearances  being  farther  distant  from  each  other 
in  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the  object  finom  the 
qFe»  bjr  moving  an  index  on  a  graduated  line  till  the 
tiro  appearances  coincide,  you  find  on  the  line  the  real 
dtatance  of  the  object  1  am  not  enough  master  of 
ikb  instrument  to  describe  it  accurately,  having  seen  it 
bat  once ;  but  it  is  very  ingeniously  contrived 

Remember  me  respectfully  to  your  mother  and  ais- 
Isrs,  and  believe  me  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours  moat 
afcctioiiately,  B.  Frahkuv. 


fROM  R.  BKRlfSTORFP,  MINISTER   OP   PORKION    AFFAfRf 
IN    DENMARK,  TO    B.    FRANKLXN. 

(M  the  Seizure  of  the  American  Prizes  in  JVbncKqf. 

Translation. 

Copenhftfta,  8  Mtiek,  1780. 

Sir, 
Were  you  a  person  less  known  and  respected,  I 
ibould  have  been  quite  at  a  loss  on  the  subject  of  the 
letter,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  from 
you,  which  did  not  come  to  hand  till  the  31st  of  Jan* 
Mr>'.  I  should  have  considered  it  as  a  measure  cal* 
Cttbued  to  |)Iare  us  under  a  new  embarrassment  as 
painful  a.H  the  fin^t ;  but  there  is  no  fear  nor  risk  with 
such  a  sage  as  you  are.  Sir,  generally  respected  by 
that  universe  which  you  have  enlightened,  and  known 
far  that  prevailing  love  for  truth  which  characterizes 
the  good  man  and  the  uue  philosophy.  These  are 
the  titles,  which  will  transmit  your  name  to  the  re- 
motest posterity,  and  in  which  I  am  particularly  inter* 
ested  at  the  time,  when  the  situation  of  afllairs  imposes 
OR  me  the  necessity  of  divesting  myself  o(  eveiy  pub* 

▼OL.  Till.  65  RE 
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fie  character,  m  writing  to  you,  and  only  to  aspire  at 
appearing  to  you  what  I  truly  am,  the  earnest  friend 
of  peace,  truth,  and  merit 

This  mode  of  thinking  not  only  decides  my  person- 
al sentiments  with  respect  to  you,  but  also  those  I 
have  respecting  the  unfortunate  afiair,  which  you  hate 
thought  fit  to  mention  to  me,  and  which,  from  its  com- 
mencement, has  given  me  the  utmost  pain.  Tou  wffl 
readily  agree  with  me,  Sir,  m  granting,  that  there  are 
perplexing  situations  in  which  it  is  imposmble  to  avoid 
displeasing  one  party.  Tou  are  too  equitable  not  to 
enter  into  ours.  There  would  be  no  consolation  m  such 
cases,  nor  would  the  persons  who  have  been  led  into 
them  ever  be  f(H^ven,  were  it  not  that  opportunitiea 
sometimes  present  themselves  of  bemg  heard,  and  pie- 
venting  m  future  such  essential  embarrassments. 

The  Baron  de  Blome  will  speak  to  you  m  confi- 
dence, and  with  the  utmost  freedom  on  this  subject; 
and,  if  my  wishes  can  be  accompfished,  I  shall  be  re- 
compensed for  all  my  pains,  and  there  will  only  remain 
the  agreeable  recollection  of  having  had  die  satisfishc- 
tion  of  assuring  you,  from  under  my  hand,  of  that  per» 
fi^ct  esteem  with  which  I  have  die  honot  of  bein^ 
Sh*,  &C.  R.  BERirsTOBiv* 


TO   JAMES   LOVELL. 

Jjffairs  in  England. 

Fumy,  16  March,  ITBk 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette,  our  firm  and  oonalMt 
friend,  returning  to  America,  I  have  written  a  long  tet- 
ter by  him  to  the  President,  oi  which  a  cc^y  goes  kj 
this  ship.    M.  €r6rard  is  since  arrived^  and  I  hcv*  Mh 
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ceived  the  despatches  you  mentioned  to  me,  but  bo 
letler  in  answer  to  mine,  a  very  long  one,  by  the  Cheva* 
Ear  (fe  la  Luzerne,  nor  any  acknowledgment  that  k 
•caiae  to  hand. 

By  the  many  newspi^)ers  and  pamphlets  I  send, 
yott  will  see  the  present  state  of  European  affiiirs  in 
gBDeiaL  Ireland  continues  to  insist  on  complete  lib* 
ti^,  and  will  probably  obtain  it  The  meetings  of 
counties  in  England,  and  the  committees  d[  correspoo* 
deaoe  they  appoint,  alarm  a  good  deal  the  ministry, 
especially  smce  it  has  been  proposed  to  elect  out  of 
each  committee  a  few  persons  to  assemble  in  London, 
which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  form  a  kind  of 
Congress,  thai  wiU  have  more  of  the  confidence  and 
of  the  people  than  the  old  Parliament  If  the 
is  not  too  corrupt,  as  I  rather  think  it  is,  some 
eoradermble  r^ormatk>n  of  internal  abuses  may  be  ex* 
paded  from  this.  With  regard  to  us,  the  only  advaa* 
to  be  reasonably  expected  from  il  is  a  peace,  the 
bent  of  the  nation  being  for  it. 

The  success  of  Admiral  Rodney's  fleet  against  oar 
has  a  bttle  elated  our  enemies  for  the  present, 
probably  they  will  not  now  think  of  proposing  it 
If  the  approaching  cam|)aign,  for  which  great  prepara- 
Ikms  are  making  here,  should  end  disadvantageously 
In  them,  they  will  be  more  treatable;  (or  their  debts 
and  taxes  are  daily  becoming  more  burdensome,  while 
their  commerce,  the  source  of  their  wealth,  diminishes ; 
and,  though  they  have  flattered  themselves  with  obtain- 
kig  assLstance  from  Ru.^sia  and  other  powers,  it  does 
not  appear  they  are  likely  to  succeed ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  neutrality  of  Holland. 

Their  conduct  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  prit* 
oners  has  been  ver)*  unjust  After  k)ng  suspense  and 
ifticted  delays  for  the  purpose  of  wealing  out  oyr 
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poor  people,  they  have  finally  refused  to  deliver  us  a 
man  in  exchange  for  those  set  at  liberty  by  our  cruisers 
on  parole.  A  letter,  which  I  enclose,  from  Captain 
Mitchell,  will  show  the  treatment  of  the  late  flags  ofi 
truce  from  Boston.  There  is  no  gaining  any  thing  from 
these  barbarians  by  advances  of  civility  or  humanity. 

Enclosed  I  send  for  Congress  the  justification  of  this 
court  against  the  accusation  published  in  the  late  Eng- 
lish memorials.     With  great  esteem,  &c 

B.   FRAlTKLIir. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Introducing  Thomas  Hutchms. 

Pusy,  16  Mmh,  1780L 

Sir, 
The  bearer  of  this,  Captain  Hutchins,  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  but  many  years  in  the  English  sarvioe^ 
has  lately  escaped  from  England,  where  he  suffered 
considerably  for  his  attachment  to  the  American  cause. 
He  is  esteemed  a  good  oflUcer  and  an  exceDent  ear 
gmeer,  and  is  desirous  of  being  s^riceable  to  his 
country.  I  enclose  his  memorial  to  me,  a  great  pert 
of  which  is  consistent  with  my  knowledge ;  and  I  b^ 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  favorable  notioe  of 
Congress,  when  any  affair  occurs  in  which  hb  talents 
may  be  useful.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Frankuh.* 


*  Memorial  of  Thomas  HuTCHizfS. 
«To  his  Excellency,  Benjamin  Franklin,  minister  plempotentiaiy  fimi 

the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  court  of  France ; 
*The  memorial  of  Thomas  Hutchins,  a  native  of  New  Jenej,  ia  hmm 

ica,  and  late  a  captain  and  engineer  in  the  British  King^  Mfvioe, 

humbly  sheweth, 

*'That  your  Excellency's  memorialist  was,  in  the  month  of  Angoit 
list,  taken  into  custody  by  vutue  of  a  wtirant  fiom  Sir  John  FieUhf  t 
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TO   THOMAS   BOKD. 

PtMj,  16  Mifdi,  178a 

Dear  Sim, 
I  reodired  your  kmd  letter  of  September  the  2Sd, 
■d  I  thank  you  for  the  pleasmg  account  you  gife 
Me  of  the  health  and  wdfare  of  my  old  friends,  Hugh 
Aoberts,  Luke  Morris,  Philip  Syng,  Samuel  Rhoads, 
tuc^  with  the  same  of  yourself  and  fismiily.  Shake  the 
old  ones  by  the  hand  for  me,  and  give  the  young  ones 
ay  blessing.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  find  that  I 
grow  any  older.  Being  arrived  at  seventy,  and  coa- 
ndering  that  by  travelling  further  in  the  same  road  I 
should  probably  be  led  to  the  grave,  I  stopped  short, 
timed  about,  and  walked  back  agam;  which  having 
done  these  four  years,  you  may  now  call  me  sixty- 
Advise  those  old  friends  of  ours  to  foDow  my 
pie ;  keep  up  your  spirits,  and  that  will  keep  up 


if  tkt  cilj  of  LoD<ioo,  in  which  your  iDeiDoritltft  was  cbarfed  with  htgh 
» for  baring  omveycd  iDformatioo  tOi  and  corresponded  wiUi,  tibo 
of  Uie  United  Statee  of  America  in  Frmnce.  Thai  yoor  meao- 
was  coBiautted  to  and  ke|K  in  Qerkenwell  pnaon,  upwards  of 
i  wo•iu^  laad(*d  with  iruns,  put  ainong  fvlons,  and  treated  with  ererj 
of  srrenty  and  insult,  and  furbidden  to  see  or  write  to  his  frieodb. 
«TlMt,  aAer  several  long  examinations  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
AntMh  rauusCtfrs  thought  pruper  to  discharge  hiui  frooi  pnson ;  axnl,  be- 
Mlf  rrduced  to  great  ditftn***  by  his  pay  both  as  captain  and  engineer 
Wiag  stopped,  and  bring  also  refused  payment  of  an  account  which  the 
goTemment  owed  hiin  (to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  and  siJdjr- 
poundu,  ninet<*en  shillings  sttHing)fe  oc  was  obliged  to  take  lodg- 
in  a  gajTct,  within  the*  verge  of  th«*  rourt.  Vour  memorialist  wee 
two  thousand  guineas  for  his  capism*s  commissioo ;  but,  although 
ke  had  frequently  petitioned  to  sell  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  war 
htiween  the  Unitf^d  States  and  (i rvst  Bntain,  he  was  as  often  refused ; 
tad,  ahciot  thrre  weeks  before  he  was  couunitied  to  pneoo,  he  was  of- 
fcted  a  n^onty  m  one  of  the  new  regiments  then  raising,  which  he 
voold  not  sccrpi,  as  he  would  not  bear  anns  against  his  countryiMHk 
Thcreiore*  on  tiie  11th  of  this  month,  (February,)  finding  hiassif  treated 
with  cootempl  by  the  Bntieh  oAcera,  %mi  deepainiy  of  otaiMf  UheHy 

EE* 
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your  bodies ;  you  will  no  more  stoop  under  the  weight 
of  age,  than  if  you  had  swallowed  a  handspike. 

I  am  glad  the  Philosophical  Society  made  that  com- 
pliment to  M.  Gerard.  I  wish  they  would  do  the  same 
to  M.  Feutry,  a  worthy  gentleman  here;  and  to  Dr. 
Ingenhousz,  who  has  made  some  great  discoveries 
lately  respecting  the  leaves  of  trees  m  improving  air 
for  the  use  of  animals.  He  will  send  you  his  booL 
He  is  physician  to  die  Empress  Queen.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  your  piece  on  inoculation.  Remember  me 
respectfully  and  affectionately  to  Mrs.  Bond,  your  chil* 
dren,  and  all  friends.*    I  am  ever,  &a 

B.  Franklik. 

P.  S.  I  have  bought  some  valuable  books,  whidi 
I  intend  to  present  to  the  Society ;  but  shall  not  send 
them  till  safer  times. 

to  sell  his  commissioD,  he  sent  his  resigDation  to  Lord  Amhent,  botfi  ■■ 
captain  and  engineer,  and  in  a  priyate  manner  withdrew  fitKn  GrstI 
Britain  and  came  into  France  entirely  destitote  of  money; 
rather  to  abandon  his  commission  (though  the  whole  of  his  fbrtnne)  i 
incur  a  loss  of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  poimdiy  nil 
teen  shillings  sterling,  (ezclnsiye  of  his  appointment  as  engineer)^  tl 
continue  in  a  service  altogether  irksome  and  painfbl  to  him.  Your  i 
morialist  begs  leave  further  to  represent,  that  he  has  served  with  i 
tion  as  a  British  officer  more  than  twenty-two  yean,  (eighteen  whevMif 
he  was  constantly  employed  as  an  engineer,)  and  that  he  is  most  aas* 
iously  solicitous  of  entering  into  the  army  of  the  United  States.  IVv 
these  considerations,  your  memorialist  humbly  hopes  that  your  Eaoel- 
lency  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  his  request,  sufferings,  and  lossss 
to  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  S^tes,  and  your  memorialist 
as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  |nay,  Slc, 

<*  Thomas  HurcBora.* 

On  Mr.  Hutchins's  return  to  the  United  States,  he  was  appointed  bj 
Corigress  geographer  to  the  southern  army.  He  died  at  Pittsbingk^ 
April  28th,  1789,  having  rendered  much  and  valuable  service  to  his  coi 
try  by  his  personal  enterprise,  and  by  publications  on  the  topognfkj 
and  geography  of  several  parts  of  the  United  States,  in  preparing  whkk 
he  relied  chiefly  on  his  own  observation. 

*  Dr.  Bond,  to  whom  this  letter  was  written,  was  an  enuDent  phlift* 
cian  of  Philadelphia. 


JhbM]  COEEE8PONDENCI.  480 

TO   SAMUEL   COOPEE. 

JUliance  with  France^ 

Vrnmy,  16  March,  178a 

Deae  Sir, 

I  reoetred  your  kind  favor  by  Captain  Cbavagne% 
vhich  I  communicated  to  the  minbter  of  marine,  who 
was  much  pleased  with  the  character  you  give  of  the 
C^)Cain.  I  have  also  yours  of  November  12th,  by  your 
frandson,  who  appears  a  very  promising  lad,  m  whom 
I  think  you  will  have  much  satisfaction.  He  is  m  a 
boarding  school  just  by  me,  and  was  well  last  Sunday, 
when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  company  to  dinner 
wkh  Mr.  Adams's  sons,  and  some  other  young  Amer- 
icans. He  will  soon  acquire  the  language;  and,  if 
Ood  spares  his  life,  may  make  a  very  senrkeable  mao 
k}  his  country. 

k  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find,  that,  with 
joo,  the  wisest  and  best  among  our  people  are  ao 
hearty  in  endeavouring  to  strengthen  the  alliance.  We 
certainly  owe  much  to  this  nation;  and  we  shall  ob- 
tain much  more,  if  the  same  prudent  conduct  towards 
them  continues,  for  they  really  and  strongly  wish  our 
prosperity,  and  will  promote  it  by  e\cry  means  m  their 
power.  But  we  should  at  the  same  time  do  as  much 
as  possible  for  ourselves,  and  not  ride  (as  we  say)  a 
free  horse  to  death.  There  are  some  Americans  re- 
timing hence,  with  whom  our  peo[>le  should  be  upon 
their  guard,  as  carrying  with  them  a  spirit  of  enmity 
to  this  countr)'.  Not  being  liked  here  themselves,  they 
dislike  the  people;  for  the  same  reason,  indeed,  thqr 
ought  to  dislike  all  that  know  them.  With  the  sin* 
cerest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  ever  my  dear  fiieod, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  Feaekliv. 
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TO    CTRUS   GRIFFIN. 

Paaqr*  16  litichy  1780L 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  have  done  me 
the  honcH*  to  write  to  me,  and  shall  immediately  de- 
liver the  packet  it  recommends  to  my  care.  I  wffl 
take  the  first  opportunity  of  mentionmg  to  M.  G6nid 
what  you  hint,  relative  to  our  not  entertaining  stnn- 
gers  so  frequently  and  liberally,  as  is  the  custom  in 
'France.  But  he  has  travelled  in  Europe,  and  knows 
ihat  modes  of  nations  differ.  The  French  are  con- 
vivial, live  much  at  one  another's  tables,  and  are  ghd 
to  feast  travellers.  In  Italy  and  Spain,  a  stranger,  how- 
ever recommended,  rarely  dmes  at  the  house  of  nqr 
gentleman,  but  lives  at  his  inn.  The  Americans  hold 
a  medium.    Ihave  the  honof  to  be,  &c 

B.  FRAiTBxar. 


TO  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Paa^,  18  Ifaich,  1780L 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  relating  to  the  bullets  of  the 
engineer  in  Denmark,  and  shall  write  thithw  accoid- 
ingly.  I  have  also  just  received  yours  of  the  ISIii. 
Mr.  Ross  writes  to  me,  that  he  finds  a  difficulty  in 
passing  the  goods  to  you  fix)m  Lisle  Noinnoutier.  I 
do,  therefore,  now  desire  you,  if  practicable,  to  caD  it 
or  off  that  island,  in  order  to  take  them  on  board, 
speedy  and  safe  arrival  in  America  being  of  the 
est  consequence  to  the  army.  I  have  sent  my  de« 
spatches  by  Mr.  Wharton,  who  set  off  yestenky  mom- 
mg.    When  they  arrive,  and  you  have  got  the  cMh 
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OD  boards  I  know  of  nothbg  to  retard  your  proceed* 
ing  directly  to  such  port  in  North  America,  as  you 
shaO  judge  most  likely  to  be  reached  with  safety.  If 
iD  other  respects  equal,  Philadelphia  is  to  be  preferred 

I  wish  the  prize  money  due  to  your  people  could 
be  ptid,  before  they  go.  I  have  spoken  often  about 
it  As  to  the  prizes  sent  m  to  Norway,  you  know 
they  were  delivered  back  to  the  English  by  the  court 
of  Denmark.  I  have  reclaimed  them  by  a  strong  me- 
morial, but  have  yet  received  no  answer;  and  it  is 
doubted  whether  we  shall  recover  any  thing,  unless 
by  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  from  the  Congress^ 
against  the  subjects  of  that  kingdom,  which,  perhaps^ 
b  the  present  circumstances,  it  may  not  be  thou^ 
proper  soon  to  grant  The  ships  of  war,  that  you  took, 
ve,  I  hear,  to  be  vahied,  the  King  intending  to  piav 
chase  them;  and  the  muster-roO  of  the  Bam  Ihmmt 
Rkkard  b  wanting,  m  order  to  regulate  the  propor- 
iKNis  to  each  ship.  These  thmgs  may  take  time.  I 
have  considered,  that  the  people  of  the  Ban  Hanmm 
may  want  some  little  supplies  for  the  voyage,  and, 
tbttefore,  if  these  proportions  should  not  be  reguUted 
and  paid  before  you  sail,  and  you  find  it  necessary, 
you  may  draw  on  me  as  fer  as  twenty*four  thousand 
ivres  to  advance  to  them,  for  which  they  are  to  be 
accountable;  but  do  not  exceed  that  sunu  I  do  this 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  in  me  lies,  the  bad  effects  of 
any  uneasiness  among  them ;  for  I  suppose  that  regu- 
larly all  payments  to  seamcui  should  be  made  at  home. 

A  grand  convoy,  I  understand,  is  to  sail  fitxn  Brest 
about  the  end  of  this  month,  or  beginning  of  the  next 
It  Lh  of  great  importance  to  the  United  States,  that  not 
only  the  Alliance,  but  the  merchantmen  that  may  Mi 
under  her  convoy,  shouki  safely  arrive  there.  If  k 
will  be  convenient  and  practicable  for  you  to  job  that 
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convoy,  and  sail  with  it  till  off  the  coast,  I  wish  it 
may  be  done.  But  I  leave  it  to  your  discretion  and 
judgment  I  have  no  farther  mstructions  to  give,  but, 
committing  you  to  the  protection  of  Providence,  I  wish 
you  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  a  happy  sight  of  your 
friends  in  America;  being  with  great  esteem,  &c. 

B.  FaAKKuir. 


TO   JOSEPH   REED,   PRESIDENT  OF   PElTNaTLTAiriA. 

LUroducmg  the  Chevalier  de  ChasteUux. 

Vmmf,  n  Ifaich,  19M. 

Sir, 
I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  your  ExceUencjr's  m- 
qMintance  and  civflities  tbe  Chevalier  de  dmsteDiv; 
■utjor-general  in  the  Frendi  troops^  now  about  to  eRh 
hark  for  America,  whom  I  have  loag  knowR  and  ^fr 
teemed  h%hly  in  his  severd  characters  of  a  ^die^  § 
fentkman,  and  a  maax  of  letters.  Ifis  eKcelleBt  hotk 
an  PubUc  Happinese  shows  him  the  friend  to  mMlrift^^ 
and  as  such  entitles  him,  wherever  he  goes,  to  dMir 
respect  and  good  offices.  He  is  particularly  a  fiieiMl 
to  our  cause,  and  I  am  sure  your  Excellency  will  ht^pt 
great  pleasure  in  his  conversation.*  With  great  €#• 
teem  and  respect, 

B.   FRAlTKUlf. 

*  The  Chevalier  de  Chastellux  came  to  the  United  States  with  Gomt 
de  Rochainbeau*8  army.  He  travelled  much  in  vaiiow  parts  of  tki 
ooontry,  and,  after  he  returned  to  France,  pabliahed  an  aecoaot  of 
his  travels,  in  a  work  entitled  Voyage$  dam  VAmMqut  ^yffVitnrft 
It  was  well  received  both  in  Europe  and  America,  and  was  transhtoll 
into  English  and  German.  After  his  retom  to  FVance  the  title  af 
'Hvqnis  was  oonfeired  oo  him. 
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TO  JOSEPH   RK£D. 

^%mf,  19  Mmidi,  iTSa 

Sim. 
I  hsre  just  recetred  the  pamphlet  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  send  me  by  M.  Gerard,  and  have  read  it 
with  pleasure.  Not  only  as  the  dear  state  of  bets  it 
does  you  honor,  but  as  it  proves  the  falsehood  of  a 
man,  who  also  showed  no  regard  to  truth  in  what  he 
wd  of  me,  **that  I  approved  of  the  propoeUione  he 
e&rried  over/**  The  truth  is  this.  Hb  brother,  Mr. 
Pukeney,  came  here  with  those  propositions ;  and  after 
stipulating,  that,  if  I  did  not  approve  of  them,  I  should 
Ml  speak  of  them  to  any  person,  he  communicated 
them  to  me.  I  told  him  frankly,  on  his  dentng  to 
know  my  sentiments,  that  I  did  not  (^pproiw  of  them, 
ami  that  I  teas  sure  they  would  not  be  accepted  m 
Jtmnica.  "  But,*  I  said,  *  there  are  two  other  Commis- 
aooers  here ;  I  will,  if  you  please,  show  your  propo- 
litions  to  them,  and  you  will  hear  their  opinions.  I 
win  also  .show  them  to  the  ministry  here,  without  whose 
knowledge  and  concurrence  we  can  take  no  step  m 
•och  affairs.**  **  No,**  said  he,  ••  as  you  do  not  approve 
of  them,  it  can  answer  no  purpose  to  show  them  to 
anybody  else;  the  reasons  that  weigh  with  you  wiD 
abo  weigh  with  them;  therefore  I  now  pray,  thai  no 
mention  may  be  pade  of  my  having  been  h^e,  or 
my  bu«ines!i.**  To  th»  I  agretnl,  and  therefore  nothing 
could  be  more   astoni^ihing  to  me,  than  to  aee,  in  aa 
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American  newspaper,  that  direct  lie,  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Johnstone,  jomed  with  two  other  falsehoods  relating  to 
the  time  of  the  treaty,  and  to  the  opinion  of  Spain! 
In  proof  of  the  above,  I  enclose  a  certificate  of  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Pulteney*s,  the  only  person  present  at 
our  interview ;  and  I  do  it  the  rather  at  this  time,  be- 
cause I  am  informed,  that  another  calumniator  (the  same 
who  formerly  in  his  private  letters  to  particular  mem* 
bers  accused  you,  with  Messrs.  Jay,  Duane,  Langdon, 
and  Harrison,  of  betraying  the  secrets  of  Congress  in 
a  correspondence  with  the  ministry)  has  made  this 
transaction  with  Mr.  Pulteney  an  article  of  accusatiaa 
agamst  me,  as  having  approved  the  same  propoatioiis. 
He  proposes,  I  understand,  to  settle  in  your  govern* 
ment  I  caution  you  to  beware  of  him ;  for,  in  sow- 
mg  suspicions  and  jealousies,  m  creating  misunder* 
standings  and  quarrels  among  friends,  m  malice,  subtfl- 
ty,  and  indefatigable  mdustry,  he  has  I  think  no  equal* 

*  The  person  here  alluded  to  was  Arthur  Lee.  This  serere  08&- 
sure  was  not  without  just  grounds.  We  haye  heretofore  seen  (above^ 
pp.  59,  257)  evidences  of  Mr.  Lee's  hostility  to  Dr.  FranUin.  Thert 
are  others,  which,  considering  their  nature  and  tendency,  justice  requiwi 
should  not  be  withheld  in  this  work.  Son^  of  them  are  contaioed  IB 
the  following  extract  from  the  "  North  American  Review." 

"It  seems  to  us,  that  there  is  another  and  much  deeper  eauae  of  tki 
settled  enmity  of  Mr.  Lee  to  Dr.  Franklin,  which  he  never  preteodei 
to  conceal  in  conversation,  or  in  writing  to  his  friends,  after  he  hid 
been  a  few  months  in  Paris.  It  is  well  known,  that  all  his  interest,  and 
that  of  his  friends  in  Congress,  were  used  to  procure  Dr.  Franldinni 
recall  from  France,  with  the  view  of  securing  Mr.  Lee's  appointment 
in  his  stead.  His  letters  were  filled  with  censures  of  Franklin's  con- 
duct, boldly  aflkming  his  unfitness  for  such  a  "station,  and  at  all  erenli 
recommending,  that,  if  it  was  impossible  to  effect  his  recall,  he  ahoidd 
be  sent  to  an  interior  government,  where  he  could  do  neither  ham  nor 
good.  A  few  paragraphs  from  Mr.  Lee's  letters  will  set  this  mbject 
in  a  clearer  light  To  Samuel  Adams  he  writes,  on  the  4th  of  Oetober, 
1777;  *I  have  within  this  year  been  at  the  several  courts  of  SpaiBi 
Vienna,  and  Berlin,  and  I  find  this  of  France  is  Dbe  gnai  mImI^  AdI 
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I  am  giad  to  see  that  you  continue  to  preside  in 
lew  State,  as  it  shows  that  your  public  conduct 
is  approved  by  the  people.  You  have  had  a  difficult 
time,  which  required  abundance  of  prudence,  and  yoQ 
have  been  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  disputes  about 
the  Constitution  seem  to  have  sub»ded.  It  is  much 
admired  here,  and  all  over  Europe,  and  wiD  draw  over 
rnmy  bmiUes  of  fortune  to  settle  under  it,  as  soon  as 
there   is  a  peace.    The   defects,  that  may  on  seven 

mmm  Ikam  mU,  Here  therefore  the  inoet  •cthritj  it  rtqawta,  Asd  if  it 
dktn\4  ever  be  a  qoeetioo  in  Con^reei  aboot  my  destiiiatioii,  /  tktM 
It  mmtk  tMygrf  lo  yov  for  rpifm^friiy,  Ikai  i  skmdd  prtfer  Wii^  flf  At 
mmi  ^  rVwuet: '-' Ltf€  ^Arthur  Ue^  VoL  II.  |>.  lia  Af«in,  oo  Um 
•MM  day  he  writM  to  bw  brother,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  then  in  Co»> 
giMB.  '  My  idea  of  adapting  characters  and  places  ie  thta ;  Dr.  FVmJ^ 
Mm  $9  Fiemmm,  «•  tkt  jini,  mmM  rtwpttUAU,  mmi  ^mmL  Mr.  Deaae  la 
BoUaad;  snd  the  Aldennaa,  [WiUiam  Lee,]  to  Berlin,  aa  the  nnmnwf 
oal  department;  Mr.  luud  where  he  la;  Mr.  Jennings  al  Madrid,  bit 
trnmrff  and  circuni«pectioa  being  excellently  well  adapted  to  that  cooit. 
f^nace  remains  the  centre  of  political  actirity,  and  Arrt,  ttcr|^W«,  / 
ikmdd  ekooM  to  he  twkfUyttU  p.  IIS.  Again,  to  Richard  Henry  Lm^ 
*  Things  go  on  worse  and  worae  every  day  among  ooraelvea,  and  oar 
fltnation  is  more  painfUl.  I  see  in  every  department  neglect,  diasipa 
tias,  and  pnvste  schemes.  Being  in  trust  here,  1  am  responsible  Ibr 
what  I  cannot  prrvent;  those  very  men  will  probably  be  the  instni* 
■enta  of  hanng  me  called  to  an  account  one  day  for  their  misdsadi. 
TWre  IS  but  ome  teay  of  redreMing  this,  and  remedying  the  pnbkic  evil; 
tftot  t«,  the  plan  1  brfnre  sent  you«  of  appointing  the  I>cietor,  fcsnsrii 
MMJd^  to  Vienna;  Mr.  Deane  ti>  Holland;  Mr.  Jennings  to  Madrid; 
mmd  kmmmf(  mt  ktrt.  In  that  case  I  should  have  it  m  my  power  to 
eaB  those  to  an  arcount,  through  whose  bands  1  know  the  public  mom»f 
has  passed,  and  whirh  will  either  never  be  a^^iunted  Ibr,  or  aiiaa«- 
eoonted  f*ir  by  the  contrivance  nf  those,  who  are  to  ahare  in  the  pob* 
he  plunder  *  p.  \77,  Here  truly  is  ■  nxiet  pemiaaive  arguasent  for  Coa 
gree*  to  tnmkc  Mr  I/ee  minister  to  France.  What  a  fhghtfUl  pictwv 
m  here  drawn  of  the  mismanageinent,  disordera,  and  distracted  eottdfc- 
tlon  of  the  American  aiTsirs  at  that  court,  and  what  deplorable  tonai 
foenre*  must  ensue,  unlf*«s  that  *»m  imy*  m  reeorted  to,  of  aendmg  Dr. 
rrankUn  to  the  capital  of  Austria,  and  setting  Mr.  Lee  lo  turn  tho 
*grr<fl  tekeel*  at  Pans;  by  the  maipeal  tnovementa  of  which,  under  Ma 
•ootrol,  sn  infallible  remedy  will  be  applied,  and  a  radical  rtferm  aoA- 
deaijr  effected. 

•  In  another  letter  to  Hamucl   AdaoM,  the  aaoM  alhiruif  prpaprct  li 
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years'  trial  be  found  m  it,  can  be  amended,  when  the 
time  comes  for  considering  them.  With  great  and 
sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be» 

&LC  B.  FRAJf KLor. 

Certificate  referred  to  above. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  send  you  adjoined  the  certificate  you  desire,  and 
am  perfectly  convinced,  fit>m  conversations  I  have  since 

again  held  oot,  on  the  easy  condition  only  of  the  tame  anringnnwt 
*If  Mr.  lioyd  is  appointed  a^nt,  Dr.  DranJdin  taU  U  Fietma^  Mi; 
Deane  to  Holland,  and  J  amkjl  Aere,  we  shall  all  act  in  conceit;  aid 
not  only  have  a  full  inquiry  made  into  the  expenditure  of  the  pnUit 
money,  hut  establish  that  order,  decency,  and  regularity,  which  ait 
lately  banished  from  the  public  business  at  present,  so  as  to  iofolft 
us  in  continnal  confiision  and  expense.'  p.  137.  Here  we  have  liie  wum 
modesty  in  the  proposal,  and  the  same  temptation  to  oomply  with  IL*^ 
/^orth  American  Review,  Vol.  XXX.  p.  50S. 

Mr.  Lee  wrote  as  follows  to  Mr.  Lovely  then  in  CongresiL  '^Tkwt 
is  nothing  of  which  I  am  more  persuaded,  than  that  Duane  [a  '"•■^f 
of  Congress  firom  New  Yoric]  is  a  secret,  treachetous,  and  dsngawwi 
enemy  to  the  United  States.  If  Congress  are  satisfied,  that,  while  ftooi 
the  feebleness  of  our  marine  the  enemy^  vessels  of  every  deseripliaB 
are  plundering  our  commerce  and  our  coast,  one  of  onr  best  ftigat0% 
the  Mumctj  should  be  kept  upon  a  cruising  job  of  Chaamoat  and  Dik 
Franklin,  I  shall  be  much  surprised.  I  am  sure  that  the  latler  wooli 
never  have  ventured  to  do  so  criminal  an  act,  were  he  not  roadtgj 
never  to  return  to  his  country  to  giye  an  account  of  his  conduct,  whiok^ 
without  some  extraordinary  c<mjoncture,  or  a  total  vicdatioD  of  jwiliii% 
could  not  escape  the  severest  condemnation.* — JRoriff,  Mmmk&r  fiH^ 
1779. 

He  criminated  others,  as  well  as  Dr.  Franklin.  Rektive  to  the  Ina^ 
actions  of  Congress  in  the  afiair  of  Mr.  Deane,  after  that  commaHioMr 
returned  from  France,  he  wrote;  "There  is,  yon  may  depend  upon  % 
some  deep  design  against  our  independence  at  the  bottom.  Many  «f 
the  faction  are,  I  know,  actuated  by  the  duire  of  geUmg  mr 
^  public  plunder;  but  besides  this,  Duane,  Jay,  Monia,  and 
•0^  were  originally  againH  our  independeneej  have  U  certeiwi^  tn  « 
U  bring  ue  hack  to  our  fmrmer  denamdnatiam.  Besides  the  iniiiiciiiji  ' 
■iro  such  men  have  of  seeing  their  system  triumphant,  yoa  know  \ 
offers  of  emolument  and  honors  have  been  thrown  oot,  as  a 
for  those,  who  will  effect  this  so  much  desired  end  for  the  King  •■! 
his  ministers.    The  same  men  who  have  been  tempted  bf  wsmam  Id 
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hMl  with  Mr.  PulteDey,  that  nobody  was  authorized 
lo  bold  the  language,  which  has  been  imputed  to  him 
OB  that  subject ;  and,  as  I  have  a  high  opinioa  of  Ui 
candor  and  worth,  I  know  it  must  be  painful  to  him 
Id  be  brought  into  question  in  matters  of  fact  with 
peraoBS  he  esteems.  I  could  wish  that  this  matter 
may  receiTe  no  further  publicity,  than  what  is  neces- 
amy  for  your  justification.    I  am,  &c 

W.  Alexavdbil 

Paris,  19  March,  178a 

I  do  hereby  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that  I  was 
with  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Dr.  Franldin  at  Paris,  when  in 
a  conversation  between  them,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tam  propositbns  for  a  reconciliation  with  Ameiica,  of* 
fared  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Dr.  Fmnklin  said*  he  did  not 
ipproTe  of  them,  nor  did  he  think  they  would  be  ap- 
proved in  America,  but  that  he  would  communicatB 
them  to  his  colleagues  and  the  French  ministry.  This 
Mr.  Pulteney  opposed,  saying,  that  it   would   answer 


plBiider   Um>   publtr,  kart  ttrarict^  ^^t^tihh  <*i*^  omWion,  lo  Umtpi  ikim  to 
«•  Iki  pMie  **  —  PmM,  May  ViK  1779. 

Afmin,  br  wrot«*  tn  J.  J.  Prrnffk ;  "So  •fliNrtaally  bat*  Um  aaaii, 
mmm  by  tiie  fttli^'r  *4  comipUun  bor«  proopered  boUi  m  Europe  md 
Aflw»rKa«  that  rvrry  thing  yt**I«b  tn  iL  l>uina«  baa  br<*D  at  Paaay  aooM 
varka,  but  t«  mH  prnnittrd  Ut  c<toi«  near  rh*.  Ra3rrp  trlla  mr,  hit  ob- 
iart  ia  ir>  (^t  th«*  ^i^rnry  for  a  loan  into  the  baoda  of  a  Frvocb  booac. 
If  ka  olTcni  fffM^  ^rait  rrajkina,  it  will  raibarraaa  th«  foo4  Uoclor 
•MiCf^ding\y,  b**c«u»<«  th<<  houae  of  (irmnd,  in  vboae  baoda  it  ia  at  pcaa 
cot,  w  tn  partntTihip  with  Dt^anr,  (in  which  pnibabljr  the  Doctor  wmf 
ahan*,)  and  th<*n'fnrr  it  will  wound  thoao  hooorabia  awl  fh^mikf  fbal- 
Mif«,  wbirh  bind  tii«*m  ti>tfrthcT.  A«  to  th«  public,  thai  !•  out  of  th0 
^•patKm.**  — /'oru,  Juicusi  .'U,   I77!>. 

Boeb  wore  th««  attrmptJ  c»f  Mr.  Lra  to  atcita  tha  pwj^dica  of  C&th 
gieai  ao^nat  l>r  Freaklui;  aurh  hia  aecrtt  ^ttihcm  lo  aapfada  htai 
tad  auch  th«  iDMOuatiuoa  and  chaifra,  with  which  hia  curraapoodmK* 
thouodrd  whtUt  h«  wm  a  public  a|;rot  t«  Rufopci,  not  only  afaiMt 
Fkm&klm,  but  ai^inat  trTfrml  othrfv  of  the  boat  tad 
pilnutt  of  the  ratrolotMia. 


448  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [iET.74. 

no  good  end,  as  he  was  persuaded,  that  what  weighed 
with  Dr.  Franklin  would  weigh  also  with  them;  and 
therefore  desired,  that  no  mention  might  be  made  of 
his  having  offered  such  propositions,  or  even  of  his 
having  been  here  on  such  business ;  but  that  the  whole 
might  be  buried  in  oblivion,  agreeably  to  what  had 
been  stipulated  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  agreed  to  by 
Dr.  Franklin,  before  the  propositions  were  produced; 
which  Dr.  Franklin  accordingly  promised. 

W.  Alexander. 


TO   CHARLES   W.    F.   DUMAS. 

Pany,  99  Much,  1780L 

Dear  Sir, 

I  did  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned  to  have  en* 
closed  for  Mr.  Carmichael,  m  yours  of  the  26th  of 
February.  I  had  before  received  a  letter  fiiom  him, 
dated  at  Cadiz,  acquamting  me,  that  he  wbs  just  set- 
ting out  for  Madrid,  and  desiring  I  would  send  hun  a 
credit  there  for  two  hundred  louis.  Mr.  F.  Grand,  our 
banker  here,  had  undertaken  to  do  this  with  his  cor- 
respondent, a  banker  there.  I,  not  knowing  how  to 
address  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael  at  Madrid,  sent 
it  to  Mr.  Grand's,  to  be  put  under  his  cover  to  his 
banker,  who  might  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  as 
he  would  necessarily  find  out  his  lodging,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  credit 

The  day  after  Sir  George  Grand  was  gone  for  Hd- 
land,  his  brother  came  to  me,  and,  expressing  a  great 
deal  of  concern  and  vexation,  told  me,  that  Sir  George^ 
seeing  that  letter  on  his  desk,  said,  this  supo'ScriptioQ 
is  M.  Dumas's  handwriting ;  and  some  time  afterwards 
came  to  him  with  the  letter  in  his  hand  open,  saymg^ 
this  letter  is  full  of  ingratitude,  (or  some  words  to  that 
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^)  and  I  win  carry  it  to  HoUand  and  show  k 
lo  the  aml>assador;  and  that  he  had  accordingly  car- 
ifed  k  away  with  him,  notwithstanding  aU  that  was 
or  could  be  said  to  the  contrary;  that  it  gave  him 
iEfiaile  pain  to  acquaint  me  with  this  action  of  hii 
brodier,  hut  he  thought  it  right  I  should  know  the 
truth.  I  did  not  mention  this  to  you  before,  hoping 
that,  QpOA  reflection,  Sir  George  would  not  show  the 
letter  to  the  ambassador,  but  seal  it  up  again  and  send 
it  forward ;  and  I  was  desirous  to  avoid  mcreasing  the 
mbunderstanding  between  you  and  Sir  George.  But, 
as  I  understood  by  yours  to  M.  Boudom,  that  be  has 
actually  done  it,  I  see  no  reason  to  keep  it  fonger  a 
aecret  from  you.  If  I  had  known  it  to  be  a  letter  of 
consequence,  I  should  nevertheless  have  taken  the 
nflne  method  of  forwarding  it,  not  having  the  least 
wspickm,  that  any  person  m  that  house  would  have 
taken  so  unwarrantable  a  hberty  with  it.  But  I  am 
BOW  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  did  not  rather  send  k 
Id  the  Spanish  ambassador's.  L#et  me  know,  in  year 
next,  what  you  may  think  proper  to  communicate  to 
me  of  the  contents  of  it    I  am,  &c 

B.  FEAirKuir. 


to  charles  w.  f.  ditmat. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  reteting  to  the  aflSur  of 
your  k'tter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  you  might  know 
exactly  the  truth  of  the  uransactKMi.  On  reflectkxi,  I 
think  it  proper  to  add,  that  what  I  wrote  was  for  your 
satisfaction  only ;  and  that,  as  the  making  it  public  wodd 
give  infinite  pain  to  a  very  worthy  man,  Mr.  F.  OnuKi, 
who   would  then   appear  in  the  kgbt  of  iilidiw  ^$ 

VOL.  VIII.  67  LL* 
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son  frere^  and  it  can  serve  no  other  purpose  but  that 
of  vengeance  on  Sir  George,  and  be  of  no  advantage 
to  you,  I  must  insist  on  your  generosity  in  keejMng 
it  a  secret  to  yourself.  In  this  you  will  also  very  much 
oblige  me,  who  would  by  no  means  have  my  name 
publicly  mentioned  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  depend  on 
your  compliance. 

B.  Frakklik. 


TO  JOHN    ROSS. 

Passj,  33  April,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  favors  of  the  14th  and  17th 
instant.  I  am  sorry  to  imderstand  from  you,  that  the 
woollens  are  in  such  a  situation,  as  to  endanger  their 
bemg  lost  to  the  States,  but  do  not  see  why  it  should 
be  expected  of  me  to  pomt  out  a  vessel  for  them  to 
be  shipped  in,  or  to  approve  or  accept  any  contract 
you  may  make  for  the  freight  of  them.  The  aflBur  is 
yours.  I  never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it  I  know 
nothmg  of  it,  and  am  quite  sick  of  meddling,  as  I 
have  been  too  often  induced  to  do,  with  a  kind  of 
business  that  I  am  utterly  unacquamted  with. 

If  you  like  Messrs.  Gourlade  and  Moylan's  vessd 
to  send  them  in,  and  approve  of  their  terms,  but  want 
my  assistance  to  pay  the  freight,  I  will  help  you  so 
far.  Your  retaining  the  sailcloth,  and  linens,  as  a  se* 
curity  for  the  payment  of  your  advances,  is  what  I 
suppose  you  have  a  right  to  do.  I  am  sure  I  have 
none  to  make  any  objection  to  it ;  nor  should  I  make 
any,  if  you  thought  fit  to  keep  the  cloth  also.  The 
long  and  fruidess  attention  you  mention,  without  receir* 
mg  relief  fit)m  an  order  of  Congress,  which  you  sup- 
pose m  my  possession,  was  not  occasbned  by  any 
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fiuill  of  mine,  since  I  never  gave  you  iny  expe^ip 
tioo  of  paying  your  balance,  and  have  done  all  in  my 
power,  that  the  order  required  of  me.  Indeed,  I  can- 
BOC  find  among  the  papers  any  order  relating  to  your 
afiMrs.  I  wish  to  see  a  copy  of  that  you  mention. 
If  I  remember  right,  it  was  only  an  order,  that  yoa 
ibould  settle  your  accounts  with  the  Conmiissioners 
here,  which  is  done ;  not  an  order  that  they  should 
pay  the  balance. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  offer  of  carrying  lettert 
far  me,  and  shall  trouble  you  with  a  few;  one  to  our 
friend  Air.  Morris ;  and  I  heartily  w  ish  you  a  prosper- 
ous voyage. 

I  am  exceedingly  grieved  at  the  discontents  you 
mention  among  the  people  of  the  AUicmct.  Unfore- 
seen accidents  have  occasioned  delays  m  procuring 
far  them  their  prize  money ;  but  the  exactest  justice 
wiD  be  done  them  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know  not 
what  the  manoeuvres  are  that  you  mention,  which 
every  American  will  ever  consider  as  an  insult  offered 
to  the  United  States.  I  am  sorry  to  see,  in  some  of 
our  countrymen,  a  disposition  on  all  occasions  to  cen- 
sure and  exckum  against  the  conduct  of  this  court 
against  us,  without  being  well  acquaint<x]  with  foctSi 
or  considering  the  many  and  substantial  benefits  we 
have  received,  and  are  continually  receiving,  irom  its 
friendship  and  good  will  to  us.  With  much  esteem, 
&X.  B.  Frakklut. 


TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

PiMy,  88  April,  ITSa 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account  you  give  d6^ 
of  the  disposition  with  whkh  the  proposab  fitn  tiMl 
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Empress  of  Russia  have  been  received,  and  desire  to 
be  informed,  fix)m  time  to  time,  of  the  progress  of  that 
interesting  business. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  reconciliation  wMi 
Ae  ambassador,  because  a  continuance  of  your  difier* 
cnce  wiU  be  extremely  mconvenient  Permit  me  to 
tdl  you  frankly,  what  I  formerly  hinted  to  you,  that 
I  apprehend  you  suffer  yourself  too  easily  to  be  led 
mto  personal  prejudices  by  interested  people,  who 
would  engross  all  our  confidence  to  themselves.  From 
tills  source  have  arisen,  I  imagine,  the  charges  and 
suspicions  you  have  insinuated  to  me  against  several^ 
who  have  always  declared  a  friendship  for  us,  in  Hol- 
land* It  is  right  that  you  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  giving  the  carte  da  pays  to  Mr.  Laurens,  when  fa^ 
arrives  m  Holland.  But  if,  m  order  to  serve  your  par* 
ticular  friends,  you  fill  his  head  with  these  prejudicen^ 
jTou  win  hurt  him  and  them,  and  perhaps  yourseML 
There  does  not  appear  to  me  the  least  probability,  ill 
your  supposition,  that  the  ambassador  is  an  enemy  to 
America. 

Here  has  been  with  me  a  gentleman  fixnn  Hc^and^ 
who  was  charged,  as  he  said,  with  a  veibal  oommli^ 
sion  from  divers  cities,  to  inquire  whether  it  was  trM 
that  Amsterdam  had,  as  they  heard,  made  a  trea:^ 
of  commerce  with  the  United  States,  and  to  express 
in  that  case,  their  willingness  to  enter  into  a  siisdar 
treaty.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  this?  What  m 
become,  or  likely  to  become,  of  the  plan  of  a  treaty, 
formerly  under  consideration?  By  a  letter  from  IMBd- 
dlebourg,  to  which  the  enclosed  is  an  answer,  a  caigo 
seized  and  sent  to  America,  as  English  property,  is 
reclaimed,  partly  on  the  supposition  that  fi^ee  sh^  make 
free  goods.  Hiey  ought  to  do  so  between  England 
atod  Holland,  because  th^ie  is  a  treaty  wludi  BtipH^ 
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btes  it;  but,  there  being  yet  no  treaty  between  Hol- 
hnd  and  America  to  that  purpose,  I  apprehend  that 
the  goods  being  deckired  by  the  captain  to  be  Eng» 
fish,  a  neutral  ship  will  not  protect  them,  the  law  of 
nations  governing  in  this  case,  as  it  did  before  the 
treaty  above  mentioned  Tefl  me^  if  you  please^  your 
opinion.    I  am,  &c 

B.  Feaveuit. 


TO  THE  JITDOC8   OT  THE  ADMnULTT   AT  CRn»0VBib 

Requestuig  the  RtUoie  of  a  Jftutral  Skip. 

Gehtlemeh, 

I  have  received  the  proeh  verbauXf  and  other  ptp 
pers  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send  mep  agreeable  Ip 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  regulation  of  the  27th  of 
September,  177a  These  pieces  relate  to  the  taking 
of  the  ship  Flora,  whereof  was  captain  Henry  Rooden* 
berg,  bound  from  Rotterdam  to  Ehiblin,  and  airived  at 
Cherboufg,  in  France,  being  taken  the  7th  day  of  Aprils 
by  Captain  Dowlin,  commander  of  the  American  pn» 
vateer  the  Black  Prmce. 

It  appears  to  me,  from  the  abovementioned  p^pen^ 
that  the  said  ship  Flora  is  not  a  good  prixe,  the 
bebnging  to  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  natkm ;  but 
the  cargo  is  really  the  property  of  the  subjects  of  tkn 
King  of  England,  though  attempted  to  be  masked  le 
neutral  I  do  therefore  request,  that,  after  the  caifo 
shall  be  landed,  you  would  cause  the  sakl  shq>  Fhrm 
to  be  immediately  restored  to  her  captain*  and  thai  yon 
would  oblige  the  captors  to  pay  him  his  fuD  fre^lit 
according  to  his  bills  of  lading,  and  also  to  make  good 
all  the  damages  he  may  have  sustained  by  phnder  er 
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otherwise ;  and  I  further  request,  that,  as  the  cargo  b 
perishable^  you  would  cause  it  to  be  sold  immedkitelj, 
and  retain  the  produce  deposited  m  your  hands,  to  the 
end,  that  if  any  of  the  freighters,  bemg  subjects  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  States-Generals^  wOl  de- 
clare upon  oath,  that  c^tsdn  parts  of  the  said  cargo 
were  bond  fide  shipped  on  their  own  account  and  riakf 
and  not  on  the  account  and  risk  of  any  British  or  Irish 
subjects,  the  value  of  such  parts  may  be  restored ;  oc 
that,  if  the  freighters,  or  any  of  them,  should  think  fit 
to  appeal  from  this  judgment  to  the  Congress^  the  pro- 
duce so  deposited  may  be  disposed  of  according  to 
their  final  determination.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Fran  KLIN. 


MlOM  LAAOCRieirotrCAULD  D^ftNTILLfe  TO  B.  nUlTKLtir^ 

Translation. 

The  residence  of  your  grandson  at  Genera  ttaketf 
me  hope^  that  the  citizens*  of  that  town  may  have  somiB 
claim  to  your  kind  attention.  It  is  with  this  bopc^ 
that  I  ask  it  for  two  young  men,  whom  the  tove  of 
gkxy  and  of  liberty  draws  to  America.  One  of  them  ii 
named  Gallatin ;  he  is  nineteen  years  old,  wett  inform- 
ed for  his  age,  of  an  excellent  character  thus  &r,  with 
much  natural  talent.  The  name  of  the  other  is  Stf. 
They  have  concealed  their  ]HX)ject  from  their  parent8» 
and  therefore  we  cannot  tell  where  they  will  land.  It 
■  supposed,  however,  that  they  are  gcnng  to  Philadel^ 
phia^  or  to  the  Continental  army.  One  of  my  friendi 
gives  me  this  information,  vrith  the  request  that  I  wil 
oige  you  to  favor  them  with  a  recommendatkm^    I 
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•hiD  share  in  his  gratitude,  and  I  beg  yout  Sir,  to  be 
assured  of  the  sentiments  with  which  I  have  the  i 
to  be,&c 

LAROCRBrOUCAVLD  d'EkTOUU 


TO    THE  PREStDEirr   OP  COHORESS. 

Recommindmg  Baron  ifJbrtndL 

Sir, 
The  Baron  d'Arendt,  colonel  in  the  armies  of  the 
United  States,  having  expressed  to  me  a  desire  of  r^ 
turning  to  the  service  in  America,  though  not  entiraijr 
cured  of  hb  wound,  which  occasbned  hb  voyage  to 
Europe,  I  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him  from  the  ui- 
dertaking.  But,  he  having  procured  a  letter  to  me  bom 
M.  de  Vergennes,  of  which  I  send  your  Excellency  a 
copy  herewith,  I  have  heen  induced  to  advance  him 
twenty-five  louis  d*ors  towanls  enabling  him  to  pio» 
ceed.  To  justify  his  long  absence,  he  intends  layinf 
before  Congress  some  letters  from  William  Lee,  which 
he  thinks  will  be  suflkient  for  that  purpose.  Wkh 
great  respect,  tec  B.  Framkuv. 


PROM    SAMUEL  COOPER  TO   B.   PRAHKUV. 

Service  of  a  Preneh  Frigate.  —  JUianu  vtf A  /VoMS. 
—QnuU  dEetamg. 

BoiioiHttMif,  ma. 
Mt  dear  Sir, 

I  received  some  months  past  your  letter  from  Passgrv 

dated  October  27th,  1779,  and  lately  a  copy  of  k  bf 

the  Marquis  de  b  Fayette,  who  amved  hera  in  the  BKh 
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mianej  with  M.  Corny.  As  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis 
difiused  a  general  joy,  every  expression  of  it  was  given 
here,  that  circumstances  would  allow,  and  particular 
respects  paid  by  the  government,  as  well  as  the  peo- 
ple, to  this  prudent  and  gallant  young  nobleman,  who 
keeps  the  cause  of  America  so  warm  at  his  heart 
In  these  respects  M.  Corny  had  his  share,  as  well  as 
Captam  Latouche,  commander  of  the  frigate.  The  for- 
mer, a  gendeman  of  letters  and  great  politeness,  who 
acquired  much  esteem  in  this  town  in  a  little  time,  is 
gone  on  to  head-quarters,  and  fh)m  thence  to  Con- 
gress ;  the  latter,  who  oflFered  the  service  of  the  frigate 
he  commanded  to  the  government  of  this  State  in  the 
true  spirit  of  the  alliance,  has  just  returned  from  a 
short  cruise  on  our  coast  undertaken  at  the  desire  of 
the  Council.  He  has  visited  Penobscot,  taken  a  near 
view  of  the  fort,  made  two  British  sloops-of-war  com- 
manded by  Mowat,  who  burnt  Falmouth,  retire  up  the 
river,  brought  us  an  accurate  plan  of  the  fortress,  and 
done  every  thing  that  time  and  circumstances  would 
allow  for  our  service.  The  presence  of  this  frigate, 
under  the  command  of  so  brave  an  officer,  and  so 
warmly  affected  to  the  common  cause,  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  trade  of  this  State,  and  particularly 
to  the  supply  of  this  tovm  with  wood,  which  has  been 
at  an  exorbitant  price  since  the  enemy  have  taken 
possession  of  Penobscot.  Such  instances  of  friendship 
make  the  most  agreeable  impressions  on  the  minds  c( 
the  people  here,  and  cultivate  the  alliance ;  and  I  can- 
not but  observe  with  pleasure  evident  marks  of  the 
growing  friendship  between  the  two  nations. 

It  is  impossible,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  should  ever  k)se 
the  deep  respect,  and  affection  I  have  fen*  you,  dum 
memor  ipse  mei^  dam  spiritus  hos  regU  artus.  Your 
friendship  has  united  two  things  in  my  bosom  diat 
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tddom  meet,  pride  and  consolation;  it  has  been  the 
hooor  and  balm  of  my  life.  It  has  much  afTected  me, 
that  the  turbulence  and  uncertainty  of  the  times,  to- 
gether with  the  weakness  of  my  nerves,  which  has  of- 
ten unfitted  me  for  writing,  should  occasion  to  your 
new  any  semblance  of  neglect  I  confess,  I  hare  noC 
written  so  often  as  my  heart  dictated ;  but  I  ha?e  writ- 
ten repeatedly.  I  have  been  the  more  concerned  at  the 
miscarriage  of  my  letters,  because  they  contained  some 
things  relating  to  the  Count  d*Estaing,  for  whom  I 
have  the  greatest  respect;  whose  great  talents  as  a 
commander,  whose  intrepidity,  vigilance,  secrecy,  asa* 
duity,  quick  decision,  prudence,  and  unabated  aflectioD 
to  the  common  cause,  united  uith  a  surprismg  com- 
mand of  himself  in  delicate  circumstances,  and  on  the 
most  trying  occasions  (an  instance  of  which  we  had 
at  Newport),  I  can  never  sufficiently  conunend  I 
diought  it  ought  to  be  known  at  the  court  of  France, 
in  what  high  estimation  he  was  held  here;  but  for 
whose  uncommon  prudence,  the  alliance  might  have 
received,  from  the  mdiscretion  of  some  among  us,  an 
eariy  wound. 

Mr.  Bradfonl,  to  whom  I  commit  the  care  of  thia 
letter,  intended  to  have  sailed  directly  to  Holland  in 
his  way  to  France;  but  the  owners  have  altered  the 
destination  of  the  vessel  first  to  Gottenburg.  As  an- 
other vessel  will  soon  s;ul  for  France  or  Holland,  I 
hope  to  write  m<irt*  jmrticulariy  by  that ;  and  am,  8kp 
with  every  Si^nliment  of  esteem  and  friendship,  4lc 

Samuel  Cooper. 
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TO   AN   AGENT   FOR   AMERICAN   CRUISERS. 

Free  Ships  make  free  Goods. 

Paoiy,  aO  May,  178a 

Sir, 
In  my  last,  of  the  27th  instant,  I  omitted  one  thmg 
I  had  intended,  viz.  to  desire  you  would  give  absolute 
orders  to  your  cruisers  not  to  bring  in  any  more  Dutch 
vessels,  though  charged  with  enemy's  goods,  unless 
contraband.  All  the  neutral  States  of  Europe  seem  at 
present  disposed  to  change  what  had  before  beeq 
deemed  the  law  of  nations,  to  wit,  that  an  enemy's 
property  may  be  taken  wherever  found ;  and  to  estab- 
lish a  rule,  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods.  This 
rule  is  itself  so  reasonable,  and  of  a  nature  to  be  so 
beneficial  to  mankind,  that  I  cannot  but  wish  it  may 
become  general  And  I  make  no.  doubt  but  that  the 
Congress  will  agree  to  it,  m  as  full  an  extent  as 
France  and  Spain.  In  the  mean  tune,  and  until  I 
have  received  their  orders  on  the  subject,  it  is  my  in- 
tention to  condemn  no  more  English  goods  found  in 
Dutch  vessels,  unless  contraband;  of  which  I  thought 
it  right  to  give  you  this  previous  notice,  that  you  may 
avoid  the  trouble  and  expense  likely  to  arise  from 
such  captures,  and  from  the  detention  of  them  for  a 
decbion.  With  great  regard,  and  best  wishes  for  the 
success  of  your  enterprise,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 
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TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OT   COlfGRESS* 

Trouble  of  maritime  Jffairt.  —  Difficulty  of  meetmg 
Drafts.  —  Capture  of  neutral  VetBeU.  —  Rule  adopt- 
ed by  the  European  Power$.  —  Unfavorable  DiMpori* 
lion  in  Europe  towards  England.  —  Dijffieuities  in  the 
Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

PiMj,  31  May,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  vmyic  to  your  Excellency  the  4th  of  March  put, 
to  go  by  this  ship,  the  jilliance^  then  expected  to  sii 
iinmeiliately.  But,  the  men  refusing  to  go  till  pdd 
their  shares  of  prize  money,  and  sundry  difficulties  aris- 
ing with  regard  to  the  sale  and  division,  she  has  been 
detained  thus  long,  to  my  great  mortification,  and  I  am 
yet  uncertain  when  I  shall  be  able  to  get  her  out 
The  trouble  and  vexation  which  these  maritime  affiurs 
give  me  is  inconceivable.  I  have  often  expressed  to 
Congress  my  wish  to  be  relieved  from  them,  and  that 
some  person  better  acquainted  with  them,  and  better 
situated,  might  be  appointed  to  manage  them;  mudb 
money  as  well  as  time  would,  I  am  sure,  be  saved  by 
such  an  ap|xnntment 

The  .llliance  is  to  czny  some  of  the  cannon  long 
since  onlc'reil,  and  as  much  of  the  powdo*,  arms,  and 
clothing;  (furnished  by  government  here),  as  she,  to- 
gether with  a  frigate,  the  ^riel,  we  have  bocrowedt 
ran  lakr.  I  ho{K»  they  may  between  them  take  the 
wholr,  with  what  has  been  jirovided  by  Mr.  Ross. 
This  irmtlt'man  has,  by  what  I  can  learn,  served  the 
Coii^n^is  wrll  in  the  quality  and  \incen  of  the  goods 
he  has  punhascnl.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 
difW'harKf  his  balance  here,  for  which  he  has  impoT- 
tunetl  me  rather  too  much.      We  fumislied   him  widi 
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about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  discbai^e 
his  first  accounts,  which  he  was  to  replace  as  soon  as 
he  received  remittances  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. This  has  not  been  done,  and  he  now  demands 
another  nearly  equal  sum,  urgmg  as  before,  that  the 
credit  of  the  States  as  well  as  his  own  will  be  hurt 
by  my  refusal. 

Mr.  Bingham  too  complains  of  me  for  refusing  some 
of  his  drafts,  as  very  hurtful  to  his  credit,  though  he 
owns  he  had  no  orders  from  Congress  to  authorize 
those  drafts.  I  never  undertook  to  provide  for  more 
than  the  payment  of  the  interest  bills  of  the  first  loan. 
The  Congress  have  drawn  on  me  very  considerably  for 
other  purposes,  which  has  sometimes  greatly  embar* 
rassed  me,  but  I  have  duly  accepted  and  found  means 
to  pay  their  drafts ;  so  that  their  credit  m  Europe  has 
been  well  supported.  But»  if  every  agent  of  Congress 
in  different  parts  of  the  world  is  permitted  to  run  in 
debt,  and  draw  upon  me  at  pleasure  to  support  his 
credit,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  necessary  to  do  so 
for  the  honor  of  Congress,  the  difficulty  upon  me  wiD 
be  too  great,  and  I  may  m  fine  be  obliged  to  protest 
the  interest  bills.  I  therefore  beg  that  a  stop  may  be 
put  to  such  irregular  proceedings. 

Had  the  loans  proposed  to  be  made  m  Europe  suc- 
ceeded, these  practices  might  not  have  been  so  incon* 
venient;  but  the  number  of  agents  from  separate  States 
running  all  over  Europe,  and  asking  to  borrow  money, 
has  given  such  an  idea  of  our  distress  and  poverty 
'  as  makes  everybody  afraid  to  trust  us.  I  am  much 
pleased  to  find,  that  Congress  has  at  length  resolved 
to  borrow  of  our  own  people,  by  making  their  future 
bills  bear  interest  This  interest  duly  paid  in  hard 
money,  to  such  as  require  hard  money,  will  fix  the 
value  of  the  principal,  and  even  make  the  payment  of 
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the  mterest  in  hard  money  for  the  most  part  unneces- 
sary, provided  always  that  the  quantity  of  principal  be 
not  excessive. 

A  great  clamor  has  lately  been  made  here  by  some 
merchants,  who  say,  they  have  large  sums  in  their 
hands  of  pa()er  money  in  America,  and  that  they  are 
ruined  by  some  resolution  of  Congress,  which  reduces 
its  \'alue  to  one  part  in  forty.  As  I  hare  had  no  let- 
ter explaining  this  matter,  I  have  only  been  able  to 
say,  that  it  is  probably  misunderstood,  and  that  I  im 
confident  the  Congress  have  not  done,  nor  will  do,  any 
thing  unjust  towards  strangers,  who  have  given  us 
credit.  I  have  indeed  been  almost  ready  to  complain, 
that  I  hear  so  little  and  so  seldom  from  Congress,  or 
from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence;  but  I  know 
the  difliculty  of  communication,  and  the  frequent  inter- 
ruption it  meets  in  this  time  of  war.  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  line  this  year,  and  the  letters  written  by 
the  Con/nUrary,  as  I  suppose  some  must  hare  been 
written  by  her,  have  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter,  my  having  commu- 
nicated to  Mr.  Johnson  of  Nantes,  the  order  of  Con- 
gn*ss  a|)|)ointing  him  to  examine  the  account,  and  his 
ar('(|>ian( e  of  the  ap|K>intment.  Nothmg,  however,  has 
yet  Ihhii  done  in  pursuance  of  it ;  for,  Mr.  Deane  hav* 
ing  written  that  he  mi>;ht  be  expected  here  by  the 
middle  of  M;uxh,  and  as  hLs  presc^nce  would  be  very 
us<*tul  in  ex|>hunin^  the  mercantile  transactions,  I  hkrb 
waited  his  arrival  to  request  Mr.  Johnson^s  coming  to 
Fans,  that  his  distention  here  fnim  hue  affairs  at  Nantes 
mi^lit  hv  as  short  as  possible.  Mr.  Deane  has  not 
y«*t  rome;  but,  as  we  have  heard  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Frmlant  in  M;ulinique,  in  which  ship  he  took  his  pas- 
9sm,t\  w(*  imiii^ine  he  may  be  here  in  some  of  the  Ant 
ships  from  that  island 

MM* 
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The  medal  for  M.  de  Fleury  is  done  and  delivered 
to  his  order,  he  bemg  absent;  I  shall  get  the  others 
prepared  as  soon  as  possible,  by  the  same  hand,  if  I 
cannot  find  a  cheaper  equally  good,  which  I  am  now 
inquiring  after.  Two  thousand  livres  appear  to  me  a 
great  sum  for  the  work. 

With  my  last  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  memorial  to  the 
court  of  Denmark.  I  have  since  received  an  answer 
from  the  minister  of  that  court  for  foreign  affairs,  a 
copy  of  which  I  enclose.  It  referred  me  to  the  Danish 
minister  here,  with  whom  I  have  had  a  conference  on 
the  subject  He  was  full  of  professions  of  the  good 
will  of  his  court  to  the  United  States,  and  would  ex- 
cuse the  delivery  of  our  prizes  to  the  English,  as  done 
in  conformity  to  treaties,  which  it  was  necessary  to  ob- 
serve. He  had  not  the  treaty  to  show  me,  and  I  have 
not  been  able  to  find  such  a  treaty  on  inquiry.  After 
my  memorial,  our  people  left  at  Bergen  were  treated 
with  the  greatest  kindness  by  an  order  from  courts 
their  expenses  during  the  wmter  that  they  had  beea 
detamed  there  all  paid,  necessaries  furnished  to  them 
for  their  voyage  to  Dunkirk,  and  a  passage  thither 
found  for  them  all  at  the  King's  expense.  I  have 
not  dropped  the  application  for  a  restitution,  but  shall 
continue  to  push  it,  not  without  some  hopes  of  suc- 
cess. I  wish,  however,  to  receive  instructions  relating 
to  it,  and  I  think  a  letter  from  Congress  to  that  court 
might  forward  the  busmess;  for  I  believe  they  are 
sensible  they  have  done  wrong,  and  are  apprehensive 
of  the  mconveniences  that  may  follow.  With  this  I 
send  the  protests  taken  at  Bergen  against  the  {Mt>- 
ceedmg. 

The  AUiancej  in  her  last  cruise,  met  with  and  sent  to 
America  a  Dutch  ship,  supposed  to  have  on  board  an 
English  cargo.    The  owners  have  made  application  to 
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me.  I  have  assured  them,  that  they  might  depend  on 
the  justice  of  our  courts,  and  that,  if  they  could  prore 
their  i>ro[x;rty  there,  it  would  be  restored.  M.  Dumas 
has  written  to  me  about  it.  I  enclose  his  letter,  and 
wish  despatch  may  be  given  to  the  business,  as  wett 
to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  a  misunderstanding 
with  Holland,  as  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

A  ship  of  that  nation  has  been  brought  in  here  by 
the  Black  Prince^  having  an  English  carga  I  consult- 
ed with  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  who  informed  m€» 
that  it  was  an  established  rule  with  us  in  such  cases 
to  confiscate  the  cargo,  but  to  release  the  ship,  pajring 
her  freight,  &lc.  This  I  have  accordingly  ordered  in 
the  case  of  this  ship,  and  hope  it  may  be  satisfactory. 
But  it  is  a  critical  time  with  respect  to  such  cases ;  for, 
whatever  may  formerly  have  been  the  law  of  nations^ 
all  the  neutral  powers  at  the  instance  of  Russia  seem 
at  present  dbi()osed  to  change  it,  and  to  enforce  the 
rule  that  free  ships  shall  nuikefree  goadi^  except  in  the 
ca>o  of  contraband.  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  HoUaod 
have  iJready  acctrded  to  the  pro|x>sition,  and  Portugal 
is  i*x|K(  ii il  Co  follow.  France  and  Spain,  in  their  an* 
swers,  havr  ;il>o  expresstnl  their  approbation  of  it  I 
ha>t\  ihtrerore,  instructed  our  privatcH^rs  to  bring  in  no 
more  nrutral  ships  ;ls  such  i>nzes  occasion  much  liti- 
gation, ami  (reate  ill  blood. 

The  Jllumce,  Captain  I^uidaw,  took  two  Swedes  id 
coruin^  hither,  who  demand  of  us  for  damages,  006 
u^^v\»u^l  of  sixty  thoii>ajul  li\Tes,  and  the  o(tier  near 
(wc  hiiiulrtHl  |H)unds  sterling;  and  I  cannot  well  see 
how  the  iltrnKuul  is  to  be  settled.  In  the  newspapers 
tliat  I  Miul.  the  Congress  will  see  authentic  pieces 
e\^'n•'-^iIl^  the  sense  of  the  European  powers  on  the 
suhjirt  of  n<nitnU  navigation.  I  hope  to  receive  tlie 
sinse  of  Conga'ss  for  my  future  government,  and  fcr 
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the  satisfaction  of  the  neutral  nations  now  entering  into 
the  confederacy,  which  is  considered  here  as  a  great 
stroke  against  England. 

In  truth,  that  countiy  seems  to  have  no  friends  on 
this  side  of  the  water;  no  other  nation  wishes  it  suc- 
cess in  its  present  war,  but  rather  desires  to  see  it  ef- 
fectually humbled;  no  one,  not  even  their  old  friends 
the  Dutch,  will  afford  them  any  assistance.  Such  is 
the  mischievous  effect  of  pride,  msolence,  and  injustice 
on  the  affairs  of  nations,  as  well  as  on  those  of  private 
persons ! 

The  English  party  in  Holland  is  daily  diminishing, 
and  the  States  are  arming  vigorously  to  mamtain  die 
fiieedom  of  their  navigation.  The  consequence  n»y 
possibly  be  a  war  with  England,  or  a  serious  disposd- 
tion  m  that  mad  nation  to  save  what  they  can  by  a 
timely  peace. 

Our  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  American  prisoneM 
has  been  some  tune  at  a  stand.  When  our  littie  squad- 
ron brought  near  five  hundred  into  Holland,  England 
would  not  at  first  exchange  Americans  for  them  there, 
expecting  to  take  them  m  their  passage  to  France 
But  ^t  length  an  agreement  was  made  between  the 
English  and  French  ambassadors,  and  I  was  persuad- 
ed to  give  them  up,  on  a  promise  of  havmg  an  equal 
number  of  English  delivered  to  my  order  at  Moriaix. 
So  those  were  exchanged  for  Frenchmen.  But  the 
English  now  refuse  to  take  any  English  in  exchange 
for  Americans,  that  have  not  been  taken  by  American 
cruisers.  They  also  refuse  to  send  me  any  Americans 
in  exchange  for  their  prisoners  released,  and  sent 
home  by  the  two  flags  of  truce  from  Boston.  Thtid 
they  give  up  all  pretensions  to  equity  and  honor,  and 
govern  themselves  by  caprice,  passion,  and  tranaent 
views  of  present  interest 
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Be  pleased  to  present  my  duly  to  Congreasi  ud 
bebeve  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  £xceIleDcy*% 
tic  B.  Frarklui. 


TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OW  COHORBtt. 

Recommending  Commodore  Jones. 

Sir, 
Commodore  Jones,  who  by  his  bravery  and  conduct 
has  done  great  honor  to  the  American  flag,  desires  to 
ha?e  that  also  of  presenting  a  line  to  the  hands  of 
your  Excellency.  I  cheerfully  comply  with  his  request, 
in  recommending  him  to  the  notice  of  Congress,  and 
to  your  Excellency's  protection ;  though  his  actions  are 
a  more  effectual  recommendation,  and  render  any  from 
me  unnecessar}'.  It  gives  me,  however,  an  opportuni- 
ty of  showmg  my  readiness  to  do  justice  to  merit,  and 
of  professing  the  esteem  and  respect  with  which  I  am 
your  Excellency's,  &c 

B.   FRAJTRUir. 


TO    ROBERT   MORRIS. 

State  of  Affair t  m  Europe.  —  Mutral  TVade. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  31st,  acquamt* 
ing  me  with  your  having  engaged  in  M.  de  la  Fr^^^i 
affairs,  on  my  recommendation.  I  thank  you  nry 
much,  and  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  any  recommen* 
dation  (if  yours  will  be  regarded  by  me  with  the 
est  attention.     The  letter  you  enckised  to  H 

TOL.  Till.  M 
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is  forwarded  to  him.  We  are  impatient  to  hear  from 
America,  no  account  of  the  operations  before  Chaiiei)- 
ton,  later  than  the  9th  of  March,  having  yet  come  tb 
hand. 

Every  thing  here  m  Europe  contmues  to  wear  a 
good  face.  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland 
are  raising  a  strong  naval  force  to  establish  the  free 
navigation  for  neutral  ships,  and  of  all  their  cargoes, 
though  belonging  to  enemies,  except  contraband,  that 
is,  military  stores.  France  and  Spam  have  approved 
rf  it,  and  it  is  likely  to  become  henceforth  the  law  of 
taations,  that  frte  ships  make  free  goods.  England 
does  not  like  this  confederacy.  I  wish  they  would  ex- 
tend it  stiQ  farther,  and  ordam,  that  unarmed  trading 
ships,  as  well  as  fishermen  and  farmers,  should  be  re-* 
spected,  as  working  for  the  common  benefit  of  tHaii- 
Und,  and  never  be  interrupted  in  their  operations,  evett 
by  national  enemies ;  but  let  those  only  fight  with  otM) 
tifiother,  whose  trade  it  is,  and  who  are  arm6d  and 
(Mid  for  the  purpose.  With  great  and  smcei^  estefeifl, 
I  am,  &c  B.  TuAinLLOt. 


TO   CHARLES   W.   F.   DUMAS. 

JVeutral  Ships.  —  Private  Property  ought  not  to  be 
distwfbed  in  Time  of  War.  —  Letter  qf  Otneral 
Clinton. 

PaafjT,  5  Jane,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  gentleman,  whose  name  you  wished  to  know, 
hi  one  of  your  late  letters,  is  M.  fVesthuysen^  EchetM 
it  ConseHler  de  la  VtUe  de  Harlem.  I  shall  probaMf 
send  an  order  to  that  place  for  some  of  the  types,  dT 
which  you  have  sent  me  the  prices,  before  I  leaei 
Europe.    I  think  them  very  good  and  not  dear. 
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A  Dutch  ship  beloDging  to  Messrs.  Liule,  Dale»  & 
Co,  of  Rotterdam,  being  brought  into  France  as  hav- 
ing  an  Er^lish  cargo  on  board,  I  have  followed  yow 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  cargo^ 
which  I  think  the  more  right,  as  the  English  have  m 
the  West  Indies  confiscated  several  of  our  cai|(oei 
found  in  Dutch  ships.  But,  to  show  respect  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  I  have  written 
to  the  owners  of  our  priratcers  a  letter,  of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  judgment, 
for  your  use,  if  you  hear  of  any  complaint*  I  ap* 
prove  much  of  the  principles  of  the  confederacy  of  the 
neutral  powers,  and  am  not  only  for  respecting  the 
ships  as  the  house  of  a  friend,  though  containing  thn 
goods  of  an  enemy,  but  I  even  wish,  for  the  nke  of 
humanity,  that  the  law  of  nations  may  be  further  ioi* 
proved,  by  determining,  that,  even  in  time  of  war,  al 
those  kinds  of  people,  who  are  empbyed  in  procuring 
subsistence  for  the  species,  or  in  exchanging  the  neces- 
saries or  conveniences  of  life,  which  are  for  the  com* 
mon  l>cnefit  of  mankind,  such  as  husbanilmen  on  their 
lands,  fishermen  in  the'u*  ban)ues,  and  traders  in  un« 
armed  ves!»eLs  shall  he  (x^rmitted  to  prosecute  thdr 
several  innixent  and  useful  employments  without  in- 
temiption  or  mole.statiDn,  and  nothuig  taken  from  them, 
even  when  wanted  by  an  enemy,  but  on  paying  a  (air 
price  for  the  same. 

I  think  you  have  done  well  to  print  the  letter  of 
Clintijn ;  for,  though  I  have  myself  had  suspicions 
whether  some  |)arts  of  it  were  realty  wriflea  by  hinw 
yet  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  (acts  stated,  and  think 
the  piece  valuable,  as  giving  a  true  account  of  iht 
British  and  American  affairs  in  that  quarter.     On  tkt 

•  fW  thr  itittir  u>  **  An  AgeiA  of  Ainencai  CniiMf%*  •baft,|i  4Si| 
and  Um  Jmigfmnd^  f.  4S3. 
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whole,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  letter  written  by  a 
general,  who  did  not  approve  of  the  expedition  he 
was  sent  upon,  who  had  no  opinion  of  the  judgment 
of  those  who  drew  up  his  mstructions,  who  had  ob- 
served, that  the  preceding  commanders.  Gage,  Bur- 
goyne,  Keppel,  and  the  Howes,  had  all  been  censured 
by  the  ministers  for  having  unsuccessfully  attempted 
to  execute  injudicious  mstructions  with  unequal  force; 
and  he  therefore  wrote  such  a  letter,  not  merely  to 
give  the  mformation  contained  in  it,  but  to  be  pro- 
duced in  his  vindication,  when  he  might  be  recalled, 
and  his  want  of  success  charged  upon  him  as  a  crime ; 
though,  in  truth,  owmg  to  the  foQy  of  the  ministers, 
who  had  ordered  him  on  impracticable  projects,  and 
persisted  m  them,  notwithstanding  his  faithful  informa- 
tions, without  furnishing  the  necessary  number  of  troops 
he  had  demanded.  In  this  view,  much  of  the  letter 
may  be  accounted  for,  without  supposing  it  fictitious; 
and  therefore,  if  not  genuine,  it  is  ingeniously  written. 
But  you  will  easily  conceive,  that,  if  tfie  state  of  pub- 
lic facts  it  contains  were  known  m  America  to  be 
false,  such  a  publication  there  would  have  been  ab- 
surd, and  of  no  possible  use  to  the  cause  of  the 
country. 

I  have  written  to  M.  Neufville  concerning  the  bills 
you  mention.  I  have  no  orders  or  advice  about  them, 
know  nothing  of  them,  and  therefore  cannot  prudently 
meddle  with  them;  especially  as  the  funds  in  my 
power  are  not  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the 
Congress  bills  for  interest  and  other  mevitable  demands. 
He  desired  to  know,  whether  I  would  engage  to  re* 
imburse  him,  if  he  should  accept  and  pay  them ;  but^ 
as  I  know  not  the  amount  of  them,  I  cannot  enter 
mto  any  such  engagement;  for  though,  if  they  are 
genuine  Congress  bills,  I  am  persuaded  all  possible 
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care  wiD  be  taken  by  Congress  to  provide  for  thdr 
punctual  payment,  yet  there  are  so  many  accideniSi  by 
which  remittances  are  delayed  or  intercepted  in  the 
time  of  war,  that  I  dare  not  hazard  for  these  new  biOi^ 
the  possibility  of  bemg  rendered  unable  to  pay  the 
others.    With  great  esteem,  I  am,  Sue 

B.  Franrlw. 


TO   JOHN  JAY .• 

Letten  broken  open.  —  Bill$  of  Exchangi.^  Fri$U 
of  Dr.  fVa$iktin. 

PaMy.  13  JvM,  ITM. 

Dear  Sir, 

Testerday,  and  not  before,  is  come  to  hand  your  &• 
▼or  of  April  14th,  with  the  packets  and  despatdiet 
from  Congress,  which  you  sent  me  by  a  FVench  ge&- 
tleman  to  Nantes. 

Several  of  them  appear  to  have  been  opened;  the 
paper  round  the  seals  being  smoked  and  burnt,  as  with 
the  flame  of  a  candle  used  to  soften  the  wax,  and  the 
impression  defaced.  The  curiosity  of  people  m  this 
time  of  war  is  unboundeiL  Some  of  them  only  want 
to  see  news;  but  others  want  to  find,  through  intar^ 
ested  views,  what  chance  there  is  of  a  speedy  peaoe» 
Mr.  Ross  has  undertaken  to  fonfvard  the  letters  to  Eog- 
land.  I  have  not  seen  them;  but  he  teUs  me  they 
have  all  been  opened.  I  am  ghd,  however,  to  receife 
the  despatches  from  Congress,  as  they  communbate  to 
me  Mr.  Adams*s  instructions,  and  other  partieuhn  of 
which  I  have  been  long  ignorant. 


*  Mr.  Jay  wm  appoiotiNl  mtaifllpr  plrmpouatkry  to  Rpftki  oa  tk« 
•r  8epc«iBb«Y,  177U,  and  vnvea  «t  UUM  ui  tte  IbUoviif  AffiL 
TOL.  Tin.  99 
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I  am  very  sensible  of  the  weight  of  your  observa- 
tion, ^that  a  constant  interchange  of  intelligence  and 
attentions,  between  the  public  servants  at  the  different 
courts,  are  necessary  to  procure  to  their  constituents 
aU  the  advantages  capable  of  bemg  derived  from  thdr 
appointment/'  1  shall  endeavour  to  perform  my  part 
with  you,  as  well  to  have  the  pleasure  of  your  corre- 
spondence, as  from  a  sense  of  duty.  But  my  time  is 
more  taken  up  with  matters  extraneous  to  the  functions 
of  a  minister,  than  you  can  possibly  imagine.  I  have 
written  often  to  the  Congress  to  establish  consuls  m 
the  ports,  and  ease  me  of  what  relates  to  maritime  and 
mercantile  affairs;  but  no  notice  has  yet  been  taken 
of  my  request 

A  number  of  bills  of  exchange,  said  to  be  drawn  by 
order  of  Congress  on  Mr.  Laurens,  is  arrived  m  Hol- 
land. A  merchant  there  has  desired  to  know  of  me, 
whether,  if  he  accepts  them,  I  will  engage  to  reim- 
burse him.  I  have  no  orders  or  advice  about  tbem 
from  Congress.  Do  you  know  to  what  amount  they 
have  drawn?  I  doubt  I  cannot  safely  meddle  widi 
them. 

Mrs.  Jay  does  me  much  honor  in  desiring  to  have 
one  of  the  prints,  that  have  been  made  here  of  her 
countryman.  I  send  what  is  said  to  be  the  best  c( 
five  or  six  engraved  by  different  hands,  from  different 
paintings.  The  verses  at  the  bottom  are  truly  extrav- 
agant. But  you  must  know,  that  the  desire  rf  pleas- 
ing, by  a  perpetual  rise  of  compliments  in  this  pdite 
nation,  has  so  used  up  all  the  common  expressions  c/[ 
approbation,  that  they  are  become  flat  and  msipid,  and 
to  use  them  almost  implies  censiu^.  Hence  musics 
that  formeriy  might  be  sufficiently  praised  when  it  was 
called  bonne^  to  go  a  little  farther  they  called  it  excel* 
lente^  then  superbe^  magnifique,  exquise^  celeste^  all  wbicfa 


Mr.  74]  CORRESPONDBNCB.  471 

being  in  their  turns  worn  out,  there  only  reoMuns  di* 
vine  ;  and,  when  that  b  grown  as  insignificant  as  its 
predecessors,  I  think  they  must  return  to  commoa 
q)eech  and  common  sense;  as,  from  vying  with  one 
another  m  fine  and  costly  paintings  on  their  coacbea» 
mice  I  first  knew  the  country,  not  being  able  to  go 
brther  in  that  way,  they  have  returned  lately  to  plain 
carriages,  painted  without  arms  or  fignreSi  in  one  imi- 
form  color. 

The  league  of  neutral  nations  to  protect  their  com* 
merce  is  now  established.  Holland,  offended  by  fresh 
insults  from  England,  is  arming  vigorously.  That  na* 
tion  has  madly  brought  itself  into  the  greatest  distress, 
and  has  not  a  friend  in  the  workL  With  great  aad 
nncere  esteem,  &c 

B.  Fravklot. 


TO    WILLUM   CAmMICHAKL.^ 

Sbr  John  DalrympU. —  TJie  Marquii  de  Lo/offdU.— 
RiotM  in  London.  —  Madame  Brilhn. 

?wmf,  17  iMt,  178QL 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  the  22d  past  came  duly  to  hand* 

Sir  John  L>alr)mple  has  been  here  some  time,  but  I 

hear  nothing  of  \\\s  political  operations.     The  learned 

talk  of  the  discover}'  he  has  made  in  the  Escurial  Li* 

brar}',  of  fr>rty  Epistles  of  Brutus,  a  missing  part  of 

Tacitus,  aiid  a  piece  of  Seneca,  that   have  never  yet 

been  printed,   which  excite   much  curiosity.     He  has 

not  been  with  me,  and  I  am  told,  by  one  of  bis  friends^ 

*  SecrvUry  la  tiie  AmencAn  I^gmUon  1  lltdnd,  wluU  Mr.  Jay  wm 
■uowter  tiK^re;  afid  aflcrwanU  for  inaoy  yean  CKar^  ^J^gmrm  «f 
Um  Uiutrd  8uto«  at  Uie  court  of  Bpaia. 
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that,  though  he  wished  to  see  me,  he  did  not  think 
it  prudent.  So  I  suppose  I  shall  have  no  communi- 
cation with  him;  for  I  shall  not  seek  it  As  Count 
de  Vergennes  has  mentioned  nothmg  to  me  of  any 
memorial  from  him,  I  suppose  he  has  not  presented 
it;  perhaps  discouraged  by  the  recepdon  it  met  with 
in  Spain.  So  I  wish,  for  curiosity's  sake,  you  would 
send  me  a  copy  of  it.* 

The  Marquis  de  Lafayette  arrived  safely  at  Boston 
on  the  28th  of  April,  and,  it  is  smd,  gave  expectations 
of  the  coming  of  a  squadron  and  troops.  The  vessel 
that  brings  this  left  New  London  the  2d  of  May ;  her 
captain  reports,  that  the  siege  of  Charleston  was  raised^ 
the  troops  attacked  in  their  retreat,  and  Clmton  killed ; 
but  this  wants  confirmation.  London  has  been  in  the 
utmost  confusion  for  seven  or  eight  days.  The  begin- 
ning of  this  month,  a  mob  of  fanatics,  joined  by  a  mob 
of  rogues,  burnt  and  destroyed  property  to  the  amount, 
it  is  said,  of  a  million  sterling.  Chapels  of  fordgn 
ambassadors,  houses  of  members  of  Parliament  that 
had  promoted  the  act  for  favoring  Catholics,  and  the 
houses  of  many  private  persons  of  that  religion,  were 
pillaged  and  consumed,  or  pulled  down,  to  the  number 
of  fifty;  among  the  rest.  Lord  Mansfield's  is  burnt, 
with  all  his  furniture,  pictures,  books,  and  papers.  Thus 
he,  who  approved  the  burning  of  American  houses, 
has  had  fire  brought  home  to  him.  He  himself  was 
horribly  scared,  and  Governor  Hutchinson,  it  is  said, 
died  outright  of  the  fright.  The  mob,  tired  vnth  roar- 
ing and  rioting  seven  days  and  nights,  were  at  length 
suppressed,  and  quiet  restored  on  the  9th,  in  the  eve- 
ning. Next  day  Lord  George  Gordon  was  commit- 
ted to  the  tower. 

*  See  a  transladon  of  this  curious  Memorial  in  the  Appiicdiz,  Nou  IL 
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Enclosed  I  send  you  the  little  piece  you  desire.^ 
To  understand  it  rightly  you  should  be  acquainted 
with  some  few  circumstances.  The  persoo  to  whom 
it  was  addressed  is  Madame  Brillon,  a  lady  of  most 
respectable  character  and  pleasing  conversatiaD ;  mis- 
tress of  an  amiable  family  in  this  neighbourhoodt  with 
which  I  spend  an  evening  twice  m  every  week.  She 
has,  among  other  elegant  accomplishments,  that  of  an 
excellent  musician ;  and,  with  her  daughters,  who  sing 
prettily,  and  some  friends  who  pby,  she  kindly  enter- 
tams  me  and  my  grandson  with  little  concerts,  a  cup 
of  tea,  and  a  game  of  chess.  I  call  this  My  OperBf 
for  I  rarely  go  to  the  Opera  at  Paris. 

The  Moulin  Joli  is  a  little  island  in  the  Seme  about 
two  leagues  hence,  part-  of  the  country-seat  of  another 
fiiend,t  where  we  visit  every  summer,  aad  spend  a 
day  m  the  pleasing  society  of  the  ingenious,  learned, 
and  very  polite  persons  who  inhabit  it  At  the  time 
when  the  letter  was  written,  all  conversatiotis  at  Paris 
were  6lled  with  disputes  about  the  music  of  Ohick 
and  Picini,  a  Cierman  and  Italian  musician,  *  who  di- 
vided the  town  into  violent  parties.  A  friend  of  this 
lady  having  obtained  a  copy  of  it,  under  a  promise 
not  to  give  another,  did  not  observe  that  promise ;  so 
that  many  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  become  as  pob- 
Uc  as  such  a  thing  can  well  be,  that  is  not  printed; 
but  I  could  not  dream  of  its  being  heard  of  at  Ma- 
drid I  The  thought  was  partly  taken  from  a  little  piece 
of  some  unknown  writer,  which  I  met  with  fifty  years 
since  in  a  newspaper,  and  which  the  sight  of  the 
Ephemera  brought  to  my  rccolk>ction.  Adieu,  my  dear 
friend,  and  bt'Ueve  me  ever  yours  most  aflcctionatdj, 

B.   pRANELUC* 

•  TU  Kpbrrarnu    Sec  Vol  IL  |k  177. 

VOL.  VIU.  60  v«^ 
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TO   JOHN   FOTHERGILL. 

Pafl8]r»  19  June,  178a 

My  dear  old  friend.  Dr.  Fothergill,  may  assure  Lady 
H,*  of  my  respects,  and  of  any  service  in  my  power 
to  render  her,  or  her  affairs  m  America.  I  befieve 
matters  m  Georgia  cannot  much  longer  contmue  m 
their  present  situation,  but  will  return  to  that  state  in 
which  they  were,  when  her  property,  and  that  of  our 
common  friend  G.  W.,t  received  the  protection  she 
acknowledges. 

I  rejoiced  most  sincerely  to  hear  of  your  recovery 
from  the  dangerous  illness  by  which  I  lost  my  very 
valuable  fiiend  Peter  CoUinson.  As  I  am  sometimes 
apprehensive  of  the  same  disorder,  I  wish  to  know  the 
means  that  were  used  and  succeeded  in  your  case; 
and  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  commu- 
nicating them  when  you  can  do  it  conveniently. 

Be  pleased  to  remember  me  respectfully  to  your 
good  sister,  and  to  our  worthy  fiiend,  David  Barday, 
who  I  make  no  doubt  laments  with  you  and  me,  that 
the  true  pams  we  took  together  to  prevent  all  this 
horrible  mischief  proved  ineffectual]:  I  am  ever  yours 
most  affectionatdy, 

B.  Franklht. 

*  Probably  Lady  Huntington,  who  contributed  towards  the  estaUkb" 
ment  of  Whitefield's  Orphan  House  in  Georgia.  See  a  further  account 
of  her  benevolent  plans  in  WaahingUnCa  WriUngs^  VoL  DL  pp.  dSl;  96L 

t  George  Whitefield. 

X  Alluding  to  the  negotiations  for  bringing  about  a  reconciliatioii  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  colonies,  which  took  place  just  beibre  Dr. 
Franklin  left  England  in  the  spring  of  1775,  and  in  which  Dr.  Fother- 
gil],  David  Barclay,  and  Lord  Howe  were  concerned.    See  VoL  V.  p.  1. 
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TO   CH^&LES   W.   r.   DUMAf. 

Pafl8]r»  St  l«Mi  I78QL 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  for  the  geatleman  yoa 
recommend  to  me.  He  seems  to  be  a  man  of  abOitiQa. 
The  words,  **befare  I  leave  Eurape^^  had  no  rda- 
tion  to  my  particular  immediate  mtentioot  but  to  the 
general  one  I  flatter  myself  with,  of  being  able  to  re* 
turn  and  spend  there  the  small  remains  of  life  that 
are  left  me. 

I  have  written  distinctly  to  Messrs.  de  NeufviQe  on- 
ceming  those  bills.    I  hear  that  was  at  New- 

bem  the  12th  of  April,  and  soon  to  saQ  fixxn  theooe^ 
or  from  Virginia  for  France.  Probably  he  might  not 
sail  m  some  weeks  after,  as  vessels  are  often  longer 
in  fitting  out  than  was  expected  If  it  is  the  Fler 
Rodtrique^  a  fifty-gun  ship,  that  he  comes  in,  I  have 
just  heard  that  she  would  not  sail  till  the  middle  i£ 
May.  Herewith  you  have  the  judgment  relating  to  the 
Fhra,  which  I  thought  had  been  sent  before.  The 
mischiefs  done  by  the  mob  in  London  are  astonishuig. 
They  were,  I  heard,  within  an  ace  of  destroying  the 
bank,  with  all  the  books  relating  to  the  ftmdsi  which 
would  have  created  infinite  confusion. 

I  am  grieved  at  the  bss  of  Charleston.  Let  me 
hope  soon  to  hear  better  news  from  the  operations  of 
the  French  and  Spanish  forces  gone  to  America. 

B.   FRAKKUir. 


p.  S.  As  the  English  do  not  aUow  that  we 
make  legal  prizes,  they  certainly  cannot  detain  the 
Dutch  ship,  the  Berkrnloo$^  on  pretence  that  it  waa 
become  American  property  before  they  took  it  For 
the  rest,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Coogresa  wil  do 
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what  shall  appear  to  be  just,  on  a  proper  representa- 
tion of  facts  Isdd  before  them,  which  the  owners  should 
appoint  some  persons  in  America  to  do.  Those  gen- 
tlemen may  depend  on  my  rendering  them  every  ser- 
vice in  my  power. 


TO    M.    D£    SARTIKK.* 

Passy,  27  June,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  very  thankful  to  his  Majesty,  m  behsdf  of  ibe 
suffering  owners  of  the  brigantine  Fair  Pkoff  for  hi5 
goodness  m  ordering  to  be  paid  to  them  fifteen  thou- 
sand livres  out  of  your  treasury.  But  as  that  sum  is 
conceived  by  your  Excellency  to  be  a  favcH^le  allow- 
ance, m  consideration  that  the  misfortune  happened 
by  the  fault  of  Captain  Giddins,  and  the  owners  ap- 
prehend there  was  no  fault  on  his  part,  (being  so  in- 
formed by  deposition  upon  oath,)  and  none  vras  men- 
tioned or  supposed  m  the  governor  of  Guadaloupe's 
first  letter  to  your  ExceUency  on  the  subject,  I  fear 
they  will  think  the  sum  very  smaU  as  an  mdemnifica- 
tion  for  the  loss  of  their  vessel,  valued  at  six  thousand 
pounds  steriing. 

I  therefore  request  your  Excellency  would  be  pleas- 
ed to  examine  with  some  attention  the  said  deposi- 
tions, and  the  valuation  (of  which  I  enclose  the  du- 
plicates) ;  and,  if,  on  the  whole,  you  should  judge  the 
matter  improper  to  be  offered  at  present  for  his  Maj- 
esty's reconsideration,  you  would  at  least  favor  me  with 
the  mformations,  that  have  been  sent  to  your  Excel- 
lency from  Guadaloupe,  of  the  blamable  conduct  of 
the  captam,  as,  by  communicating  those  informations  to 

*  Ifiniiter  of  the  Marine  Depeitmeiit 
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the  owners,  I  maj  more  easOy  satisfy  them  of  the  &• 
Torableness  of  the  sum  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  grant  them* 

Your  £xceUency  will  perceire  by  their  letter,  whidi 
I  send  herewith,  that  they  dlesire  Bfr.  Jonathan  Wil- 
liams of  Nantes  might  receive  for  them  the  sum  that 
should  be  granted  I  am  therefore  fiulher  to  recfuesty 
that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  ordeiB 
to  your  treasurer  to  accept  and  pay  his  drafts  for  the 
said  fifteen  thousand  livres.  I  am,  with  great  respect^ 
Sir,  &c  B.  F&AJrKUir. 


nOM   OOUHT  DS    TSROBirirBS   TO    B.  WnAMEUX. 

Jbnerican  Paper  Money  held  by  Fifreigfien. 
TianslatioQ. 

aO  hum^  178QL 


Sn, 

I  did  not  untfl  this  day  receife  the  letter,  whidi 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  iMth 
of  this  month. 

You  request,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made 
to  you  by  Mr.  Adams,  that  the  orders  giTca  to  the 
Chevalier  dc  la  Luzerne  relative  to  a  reaohition  of 
CkMigress  of  the  18th  of  March  last  should  be  revoked^ 
or  at  least  suspended;  as  that  plenipotentiary  is  able 
to  prove,  that  those  orders  are  founded  on  folae  re 
ports. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  22d,  sent  me  a  long  disserta- 
tion on  the  subject  in  question;  but  it  oootaans  onlj 
abstiact  reasonings,  hypothesis,  and  calculation t,  whidi 
have  no  real  foundation,  or  which  at  least  do  not  applj 
to  the  subjects  of  the  King,  and,  in  fine,  principle^ 
than  which  nothing  can  be  leas  analogous  to  the  al- 
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liance  subsisting  between  his  Majesty  and  the  United 
States. 

By  this,  Sir,  you  can  judge,  that  the  pretended  proofii 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Adams  are  not  of  a  nature  to  in- 
duce us  to  change  our  dpinion,  and  consequently  can* 
not  effect  a  revocadon  or  suspension  of  the  orders  gi^^i 
to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  The  King  is  so  firm- 
ly persuaded,  Sir,  that  your  private  opinion  respecting 
the  effects  of  that  resolution  of  CongresSi  as  far  as  it 
ooncems  strangers,  and  especially  Frenchmen,  differs 
fix)m  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  is  not  apprehensive 
of  laying  you  under  any  embarrassment  by  request- 
ing you  to  support  the  representations,  which  his  min- 
ister is  ordered  to  make  to  Ccmgress.  And,  that  you, 
may  be  enabled  to  do  this  vidth  a  complete  knowledge 
of  the  case,  his  Majesty  has  commanded  me  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  observa- 
tions of  that  plenipotentiary,  and  my  answer  to  hinu* 

The  King  expects  that  you  will  lay  the  whole  be- 
fore Congress;  and  his  Majesty  flatten  himself  that  that 
assemUy)  inspired  with  principles  different  from  those 
which  Mr.  Adams  has  discovered,  will  convince  Us 
Majesty,  that  they  know  how  to  prize  those  marks  of 
bvor,  which  the  King  has  constandy  shown  to  the 
United  States. 

However,  Sir,  the  King  does  not  imdertake  to  point 
out  to  Congress  the  means,  wluch  may  be  employed 
to  indemnify  the  French,  who  are  holders  of  the  psper 
money.  His  Majesty,  with  respect  to  that,  relies  en- 
tirely on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  that  assembly.  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Dk  Ysrosnhss^ 

•  Sm  DipUnMUc  CamqMmdemee^  VoL  V.  pp.  306,  313;  939. 
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TO   COUlfT  DE   TEEGElflfEf. 

Farrigt^  MerchantM  aught  not  to  Buffer  from  the  Dt* 
preciation  of  American  Paper  Money. 

?%mj,  10  Jolj.  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  your  EtceHency  did  me  the 
honor  of  writing  to  roe,  dated  June  SOth,  togediei' 
with  the  papers  accompanying  it,  containing  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Adams.  I  have  taken  some  pains 
to  understand  the  subject,  and  obtain  information  of 
frets  from  persons  recently  arriTed,  haring  recdred  no 
letters  myself  that  explain  it  I  cannot  say,  that  I  yet 
perfectly  understand  it ;  but  m  this  I  am  clear,  thai  if 
the  operation  directed  by  Congress  in  their  reaohition 
of  March  the  18th  occasions,  from  the  neceflttly  of  the 
case,  some  inequality  of  justice,  that  inconfenienoe 
ought  to  faD  wholly  on  the  nihabitants  of  the  Staler 
who  reap  with  it  the  adrantages  obtained  by  the  mens* 
nre ;  and  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken,  that 
foreign  merchants,  particulariy  the  FVench,  who  are 
our  orditors,  do  not  suffer  by  it  This  I  am  so  oon* 
fident  the  Congress  will  do,  that  I  do  not  thfaik  any 
representations  of  mine  necessary  to  persuade  them  to  it 

I  shall  not  fail,  howerer,  to  by  the  whole  before 
them ;  and  I  beg  that  the  King  may  be  assured,  that 
their  sentiments,  and  those  of  the  Americans  in  gen- 
era!,  with  regard  to  the  alliance,  as  far  as  I  hare  been 
able  to  learn  them,  not  only  from  prirate  letters,  but 
from  authentic  public  (ieurts,  differ  widely  from  those 
that  seem  to  be  expressed  by  Mr.  Adams  in  Us  letter 
to  your  Excellency,  and  are  filled  with  the  itrongeat 
impressions  of  the  friendship  of  France,  of  the  gen- 
erous  manner  in  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
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enter  mto  an  equal  treaty  with  us,  and  of  the  great 
obligations  our  country  is  under  for  the  important  aids 
he  has  since  afforded  us.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

B.  FRAlfKUN* 


nOM  DAVID  HARTLEY   TO    B.   WRANKUX. 

QmciKatary  Bill  rejected  in  the  Home  of  Oommon$. 

London,  17  July,  1780. 

My  dear  Friend, 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  condliatofy  bil^ 
which  was  proposed  m  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  27th  of  last  month.*  It  was  rejected.  You  and 
I  hare  had  so  much  intercourse  upon  the  subject  of 
restoring  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  AmencB, 
that  I  thiiiJc  there  is  nothmg  further  left  to  be  said 
upon  the  subject.  You  will  perceive,  by  the  general 
tenor  of  the  bill,  that  it  proposes  a  g^nenl  power  to 
treat  It  chalks  out  a  line  of  negotiation  in  very  gen* 
eral  terms.  I  remain  in  the  senthnents  which  I  ever 
have,  and  which  I  believe  I  ever  shall  entertain,  viz. 
those  of  seekmg  peace  upon  honorable  terms.  I  shall 
always  be  ready,  and  most  desirous,  to  jcHn  in  any 
measure  which  may  JacSitate  peace.  I  am  evar  yoor 
most  affectionate 

D.  Hartley. 

*  By  the  tenor  of  this  bill,  the  King  wai  empowered  <*  to  treat,  oon- 
Bult,  and  finally  to  agree  upon  the  moana  of  restoring  peace  with  the 
Provinces  of  North  America."  Nothing  was  said  in  it  eooceminf  is* 
dependence,  nor  does  snch  a  concession  on  the  part  of  Great  Brilaia 
seem  to  have  been  designed.  A  cessation  of  hostilities  was  lecon- 
mended,  and  a  repeal  of  all  the  acti  of  Parliament,  of  which  the  eolo- 
nies  had  complained,  for  the  space  of  ten  years.  The  prcject  was  man 
ikyorable  to  the  United  States  than  Lord  North's  bill  sent  oot  by  the 
Commissioners  in  1778,  bat  was  not  snch,  if  it  had  sncceeded  in  Par* 
liament,  as  Congress  wonld  have  accepted.  See  DipkmOtk  Ctmqim^ 
Jenee^  Vol  m.  p.  157. 
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TO    ALEXAlfDER   SMALL.* 

PftMj,  99  Inly,  1780. 

You  see,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  was  not  afraid  my 
masters  would  take  it  amiss,  if  I  ran  to  see  an  old 
friend,  though  in  the  sen'icc  of  their  enemy.  Thej 
are  reasonable  enough  to  allow,  that  differing  politica 
should  not  prevent  the  intercommunication  of  philoso- 
phers, who  study  and  converse  for  the  benefit  of  man* 
kind.  But  you  have  doubts  about  coming  to  dine  with 
me.  I  suppose  you  will  not  venture  it;  your  refusal 
will  not  indeed  do  so  much  honor  to  the  generosity 
and  good  nature  of  your  government,  as  to  your  sa- 
gacity. You  know  your  people,  and  I  do  not  expect 
you.  I  think,  too,  that  in  friendship  I  ought  not  to 
make  you  more  visits,  as  I  mtended;  but  I  send  my 
grandson  to  pay  his  duty  to  hb  physician. 

You  inquired  about  my  gout,  and  I  forgot  to  ac* 
quaint  you,  that  I  had  treated  it  a  littfe  cavalieriy  in 
its  two  last  accesses.  Finding  one  night  that  my  foot 
gave  mv  more  [lain  after  it  was  covered  warm  in  bed* 
I  put  it  out  of  bed  naked ;  and,  perceiving  it  easier^ 
I  let  it  n^main  longer  than  I  at  first  designed,  and  at 
length  fell  asleep  K^avinv;  it  there  till  morning.  The 
pain  did  not  return,  .-uul  I  grew  well.  Next  wmteft 
having  a  si*<*ond  attack,  I  re{M>ated  the  ex{)erimcnt; 
not  uiih  such  immediiite  success  in  dismissing  the 
gout,  hut  constantly  with  the  eflect  of  Rendering  it  lets 
painful,  so  that  it  |H*nnitteil  me  to  sleep  every  night 
I  shouKl  mention,  that  it  was  my  son  who  gave  me 
the  first  intimation  of  this  pnu*tice.     He  being  m  the 

•  A  ••jr^»n  of  rniinrnrr  m  tlw   Rnti«h  tniir,  thi»ii  pMvinf  thfoofll 
Ptn*;  bn>fhf*r  Ui  C  olnnrl  HiiiaII,  who  partkiilftrty  imingmth^  UovtV 
bfh»»  HnamMtfithb  btltltf  oC  Bualwr^  ILI,MW  Roiloa. «-«  W.  T.  F« 
TOL.  Tin.  61  00 
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old  opinion,  that  the  gout  was  to  be  drawn  out  by 
transpiration ;  and,  having  heard  me  say,  that  perspira- 
tion was  carried  on  more  copiously  when  the  body 
was  naked,  than  when  clothed,  he  put  hb  foot  out  of 
bed  to  increase  that  discharge,  and  found  ease  by  it, 
which  he  thought  a  confirmation  of  the  doctrine.  But 
this  method  requires  to  be  confirmed  by  more  experi- 
ments, before  one  can  conscientiously  recommend  it 
I  give  it  you,  however,  in  exchange  for  your  receipt 
of  tartar  emetic ;  because  the  commerce  of  philosophy 
as  well  as  other  commerce,  is  best  promoted  by  taking 
care  to  make  returns.  I  am  ever  yoiu*s  most  affec- 
tionately, B.  FRANKLIir. 


TO   OHARLES   W.   F.  DUMAS. 

Capture  of  Charleston. — Jones  and  Landms. 

Paaqr,  96  July,  178a 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  to  Messrs.  de  Neufville  by  the  last  post,  in 
answer  to  theirs  of  the  14th.  I  hope  they  received 
my  letter.  It  signified,  that  I  could  accept  the  bills 
drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  I  find,  by  a  vote  of  Ccmgress 
on  the  4th  of  March,  that  they  then  stopped  drawing, 
and  I  am  mformed,  no  more  bills  have  been  issued 
smce.  I  could  not  relish  those  gentlemen's  proposal 
of  mortgaging  all  our  estates^  for  the  little  money  Hol- 
land is  likely  to  lend  us.  But  I  am  obliged  to  them 
for  their  zeal  m  our  cause. 

I  received,  and  thank  you  for,  the  protest  rdating 
to  the  election  of  the  coadjutor.  You  seem  to  be 
too  much  affected  with  the  taking  of  Charieston.  It  is 
so  far  a  damage  to  us,  as  it  will  enable  the  enemy 
to  exchange  a  great  part  of  the  prisoners  we  had  in 
our  hands ;  otherwise  thar  affidrs  will  not  be  much  ad« 
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ipuced  bj  it.  They  ha?e  suooenrrdy  beoi  m  pos* 
session  of  the  capitals  of  fife  proviooesi  m.  Mass^ 
chusetts  Bajt  Rhode  Isbnd,  Penasylvaiiia,  New  Tori^ 
ami  Georgia;  but  were  not  theiefore  m  possession  of 
the  provinces  themselves.  New  York  and  Oeoigia 
still  continue  their  operations  as  free  States ;  and  so  I 
suppose  will  South  Carolina.  The  cannon  wiD  be  re* 
covered  with  the  place;  if  not,  our  furnaces  are  con* 
stantly  at  work  m  making  more.  The  destroying  of 
our  ships  by  the  English  is  only  like  shaving  onr 
beards,  which  wiO  grow  again.  Their  kMS  of  prov* 
inces  b  like  the  k>ss  of  a  limbt  whkrh  can  never  agam 
be  united  to  their  body,  I  was  sorry  to  hear  of  your 
indisposition.  Take  care  of  yourseIC  Honey  is  a  good 
thing  for  obstructkms  in  the  reins.  I  hope  your  haakh 
is  by  this  time  reestablished. 

I  am  less  commkted  than  you  knagme  m  the  albir 
between  Jones  and  Landais,  The  latter  was  mA  di^ 
possessed  by  me  of  his  command,  but  quitted  it  He 
afterwards  took  it  bto  his  head  to  resume  it,  which 
the  former's  too  kmg  stay  at  Pkuis  gave  him  an  o^ 
portunity  of  effecting.  Captain  Jones  b  going  in  the 
Jhiel  frigate  to  America,  where  they  may  settle  their 
aAirs  as  they  can. 

The  captain  commandant  of  Dunkirk,  who  occasion* 
ed  the  k)ss  of  our  despatches,  is  himself  taken  by  the 
English.  1  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  Mr. 
White  tokl  you,  about  the  bdiity  with  whkh  the  tax 
was  c<  Elected. 

The  same  Baron  de  Wulflen  has  not  pleated  bm^ 
having  left  littfe  debts  behmd  him  unpaidt  though  I 
furnished  him  with  twenty  guineas.  As  he  had  bean 
with  hi.H  hnHhcr  at  Venkx>,  before  he  aaw  you,  wlmm 
he  might  get  money,  I  wonder  at  his  bunuwmg  of 
you. 
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This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  his  Excellency,  John 
Adams,  whom  I  earnestly  recommend  to  your  best 
civilities.  He  has  never  been  in  H(£and,  and  your 
counsels  will  be  of  use  to  him.  My  best  widies  at- 
tend you,  being  ever,  &c 

B.  Franklin. 


TO   THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Disputes  of  Jones  and  Landais.  —  French  Court  dis- 
pleased with  Mr.  Adam^s  Correspondence. — Jrmed 
Jfeutrality. 

Passy,  9  Aogost,  178a 

Sir, 

With  this  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  copy  of  my 
last,  dated  May  31st,  the  original  of  which,  with  copudB 
of  preceding  letters,  went  by  the  JiUiance^  Captain 
Landais,  who  sailed  the  beginning  of  last  month,  and 
who  I  wish  may  arrive  safe  in  America,  being  a{^nre- 
hensive,  that  by  her  long  delay  in  p(Ht,  from  the  mu- 
tiny of  the  people,  who  after  she  was  ready  to  sa3 
refused  to  weigh  anchor  till  their  wages  were  paid, 
she  may  fall  m  the  way  of  the  English  fleet  now  out; 
or  that  her  crew,  who  have  ever  been  infected  with 
dis(Hxler  and  mutiny,  may  carry  her  into  England. 
She  had,  on  her  first  coming  out,  a  consi»racy  for 
that  purpose;  besides  which  her  officers  and  captam 
quarrelled  with  each  other,  the  captain  with  Commo- 
dore Jones,  and  there  have  been  so  many  brdls  among 
them,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  business  for- 
ward while  she  stayed,  and  she  b  at  length  gone,  with- 
out taking  the  quantity  of  stores  she  was  capable  of 
taking,  and  was  ordered  to  take. 

I  suppose  the  conduct  (A  that  captain  will  be  in- 
quired into  by  a  court-martiaL    Captain  Jones  goes 
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home  in  the  jSrul^  a  ship  we  have  bomnved  of  gov- 
cmnieiit  here,  end  cvriee  one  hundred  and  farty-euc 
chests  of  armsi  and  four  hundred  barreb  of  poWder. 
To  take  the  rest  of  the  stores^  I  have  been  obliged  to 
freight  a  ship,  which,  being  well  anned  and  well  maa* 
aed,  wiH,  I  hope,  get  in  safe.  The  clothes  far  len  thou- 
sud  men  are,  I  think,  all  made  up;  diere  are  also 
arms  for  fifteen  thousand,  new  and  good,  with  two 
thousand  barrels  of  powder.  Besides  this^  diere  b  a 
great  quantity  of  cbth  I  have  bought,  of  which  jroa 
wiU  have  the  invokes  sent  by  Mr.  Wilisms;  another 
large  quantity  purchased  by  Mr.  Boss ;  all  going  in  the 
same  ship.* 

The  little  authority  we  have  here  to  govern  our 
armed  ships,  and  the  inconvenience  of  distence  torn 
the  ports,  occaskm  abundance  of  kreguhniiea  in  the 
conduct  of  both  men  and  oflBoers.  I  hope»  thewfowb 
that  no  more  of  those  vessek  wiU  be  sent  hitheft  dl 
our  code  of  laws  is  perieoted  respecting  ships  abniadl 
and  proper  persons  ai^winted  to  SMnage  such  afidrs 
m  the  seaports.    They  give  me  mfinile  trouble;  and* 


•  Cftptain  Uadiai  bad  Uca  c^MWiJ  ud  i<prin<  oT  Mi 
is  cemam^m^nem  tit  him  nmcomimtik  wMb  «i  Uw  cnuw  vilfti  Joi 
time  of  Um  capum  of  iIm  Smipf.    Wkn 
In  Um  •Wimmn  fbr  Amvriea,  is  Iihm,  1780^ 
vuhoot  ordt^ra,  ruwd  ft  mnltimf  ti 
wqoeDce  of  tboir  aol  hftvuif 
eoauMnd  of  the  ilup  vInU  lo 
IfVHii  the  r  fTOT  h  ifnf^nnmfit  to  < 
onl^  ftmved.    Arthv  Um  via  a  | 
L^ndftw  to  rcmm,  tht  ftuthoritsf  oif  J«am»  ud  Ukm 
VMM»1.    Th**  fMUMenfpra  had  wftaon  to  ragPM  thi 
«f«r,  before  they  mftched  atilM,  to  vhMi  poit  fkmf  i 
dftu  behftved  ta  so  iHwif*  ft  OMMior*  thrt  a 
4rpnve  bim  of  bw  comoMiMl,  ftad  to  pftt  tht  ^ 
the  Hrrt  lientenftiit    In  ft  lettar  to  albert  MonM»  dftlid  ftl 
Inne  77th,  Imie*  fpeabs  of  Ihift  ftibir  ■•  Ibllowc 

-  Wbfti  ffifftft  M  ihft  fiMMl  pM  ii^  Am,  dbr  I  tei  cbl^ 

00* 
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though  I  endeavour  to  act  for  the  best,  it  is  without 
satisfaction  to  myself,  being  unacquainted  with  that  kind 
of  busmess.  I  have  often  mentioned  the  appobtment 
of  a  consul  or  consuls.  The  Congress  have,  perhaps, 
not  yet  had  time  to  consider  that  matter. 

Having  ateady  sent  you,  by  diflPerent  conveyances, 
copies  of  my  proceedings  with  the  court  of  Denmaric, 
relative  to  the  three  prizes  delivered  up  to  the  English, 
and  requested  the  mstructions  of  Congress,  I  hope 
soon  to  receive  them.  I  mentioned  a  letter  from  the 
Congress  to  that  court,  as  what  I  thought  might  have 
a  good  effect.  I  have  since  had  more  reasons  to  be 
of  that  opinion. 

The  unexpected  delay  of  Mr.  Deane's  anival  has 
retarded  the  settlement  of  the  joint  accounts  of  the 
Commission,  he  having  had  the  chief  management  €i 
the  commercial  part,  and  being  therefore  best  able  to 
explain  difficulties.  I  have  just  now  the  pleasure  to 
hear  that  the  Fier  RodSrique^  with  the  convoy  from 
Virginia,  arrived  at  Bordeaux,  all  safe  except  one  to- 
bacco ship,  that  foundered  at  sea,  the  men  saved ;  and 
I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane  that  he  is  at  Rochelle, 

the  government,  the  means  of  transporting  to  America,  under  a  food 
protection,  the  arms  and  clothing  I  had  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Lee 
should  have  found  means  to  defeat  my  intentions.  I  thank  God,  I  am 
of  no  party,  and  have  no  brothers  or  relations  to  serve ;  but  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  Mr.  Lee  has  acted  in  this  matter  merely  because  I  would 
not  become  the  enemy  of  the  venerable,  the  wise,  and  the  good  Fnmk* 
lin,  whose  heart,  as  well  as  head,  does  and  will  always  do  honor  to  hu- 
man nature.  I  know  the  great  and  good  in  this  kingdom  better,  perhaps,, 
than  any  other  American,  who  has  appeared  in  Europe  since  the  treaty 
of  alliance ;  and,  if  my  testimony  could  add  any  thing  to  Franklin's  repu* 
tation,  I  could  witness  the  universal  veneration  and  esteem  with  which 
his  name  insfures  all  ranks,  not  only  at  Versailles,  and  aU  over  this 
kingdom,  but  also  in  Spain  and  Holland.  And  I  can  add,  from  the 
testimony  of  the  first  characters  of  other  nations,  that  with  them  envy 
itself  is  dumb  when  the  name  of  Franklin  is  but  mentioned.'* — Bee 
Life  of  Paul  Janes,  New  York  ed.,  1833^  pp.  261  -379. 
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proposes  to  stop  a  few  days  at  Nantesi  aad  then  pro- 
ceed to  Paiisi  when  I  shall  endeavour  to  see  that  bnsH 
ness  completed  with  all  possible  expedition, 

Mr.  Adams  has  given  offisnee  to  the  court  here,  bf 
some  seniimrats  and  expressions  contained  in  sevenl 
of  his  letters  written  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  I 
mention  this  with  rductanoe»  though  perhaps  it  would 
have  been  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  such  a  cs^ 
cumstance,  even  were  it  not  required  of  me  by  the 
minister  himself.  He  has  sent  me  copies  of  the  co^ 
respondence,  desiring  I  would  communicate  them  to 
Congress;  and  I  send  them  herewith.*  Mr.  Adami 
did  not  show  me  his  letters  before  he  sent  them.  I 
have,  in  a  former  letter  to  Mr.  Lovdl,  mentioned  sooM 
of  the  inconveniences,  that  attend  the  havmg  more 
than  one  minister  at  the  same  court ;  one  of  which  m^ 
conveniences  is»  that  they  do  not  ahvaya  hold  the 
same  bmguage,  and  that  the  impressions  made  by  qm^ 
and  intended  for  the  service  of  his  constituents,  mnj 
be  cffiiced  by  the  discourse  of  the  other.  It  b  traeb 
that  Mr.  Adams's  proper  business  is  elsewhere;  bu^ 
the  time  not  being  come  for  that  business,  and  having 
nothing  else  here  wherewith  to  empby  himseIC  hm 
seems  to  have  endeavoured  to  supply  what  he  may 
suppose  my  negotiations  defective  in.  He  thinks,  as 
he  tells  me  himseli^  that  America  has  been  too  free 
in  cxprcsssicms  of  gratitude  to  France;  far  that  she  ii 
more  obliged  to  us  than  we  to  her;  and  that  ww 
shoukl  show  spirit  in  our  appBcations.  I  apprehent^ 
that  he  mistakes  his  ground,  and  that  this  court  b  to 
be  tnrated  with  decency  and  dettcacy.  The  King,  a 
young  and  virtuous  prince,  has,  I  am  persuaded,  a 
pleasure  in  reflecting  on  the  generous  braevolenceof 

•  Bee  thcM  lettcra  lA  tiw  Afth  fol«M  of  lU 
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the  action  in  assisting  an  oppressed  people,  and  {ht>- 
poses  it  as  a  part  of  the  glory  of  his  reign.  I  think 
it  right  to  increase  this  pleasure  by  our  thankful  ac- 
knowledgments, and  that  such  an  expression  of  grati- 
tude is  not  only  our  duty,  but  our  interest  A  diffiar- 
ent  conduct  seems  to  me  what  is  not  ooly  improper 
and  unbecoming,  but  what  may  be  hurtful  to  us. 
Mr.  Adams,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  at  the  same  time 
means  our  welfare  and  interest  as  much  as  I,  or  any 
man,  can  do,  seems  to  thmk  a  little  apparent  stout- 
ness,  and  a  greater  air  of  independence  and  boldneas 
in  our  demands,  will  procure  us  more  ample  assistance. 
It  is  for  Congress  to  judge  and  regulate  their  affidn 
accordingly. 

M.  de  Vergennes,  who  appears  much  offended,  tM 
me,  yesterday,  that  he  would  enter  into  no  further  dis- 
cussions with  Mr.  Adams,  nor  answer  any  more  of  his 
letters.  He  is  gone  to  Holland  to  try,  as  he  told  bm^ 
whether  something  might  not  be  doae  to  render  ns 
less  dependent  on  France.  He  says,  the  ideas  of  this 
court  and  those  of  the  people  in  America  are  so  to- 
tally different,  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  minister  to 
please  both.  He  ought  to  know  America  better  than 
I  do,  having  been  there  lately,  and  he  may  chooae  to 
do  what  he  thmks  will  best  please  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica. But,  when  I  consider  the  expressions  of  Coor 
gress  in  many  of  their  public  acts,  and  particulariy 
in  their  letter  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  of  the 
24th  of  May  last,  I  cannot  but  imagine,  that  he  mis- 
takes the  sentiments  of  a  few  for  a  general  ojnnkML 
It  is  my  intention,  while  I  stay  here,  to  procure  what 
advantages  I  can  for  our  country,  by  endeavouring  to 
please  this  court;  and  I  wish  I  could  prevent  any 
thing  being  said  by  any  of  our  countrymen  here,  that 
may  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  inicrease  an  oinnkm 
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btely  ihowbg  itfldf  m  Pteis,  that  w«  seek  a 
eiioe»  and  with  a  view  of  raoondliiig  oamlfw  to  Ei^« 
land  Some  of  them  have  of  hte  been  feiy  iDdiacieet 
m  their  oonveraatioiis. 

I  have  receiTed,  eight  moDtha  after  their  date»  1km 
iDfltnictkms  of  Congresi  rehting  to  a  new  article  fo 
guarantybg  the  fisheries.  The  eacpeded  a^^otiatiQM 
for  a  peace  a|:^;)earing  of  hte  more  mnote^  aad  bei^f 
too  much  occupied  with  other  affiun^  I  have  not  hith- 
erto proposed  that  article.  But  I  purpose  doing  it 
next  week.  It  appears  so  reasonable  and  equilablik 
that  I  do  not  foresee  any  difficuky.  In  my  nex^  I 
shaD  give  you  an  account  of  what  passes  on  the  oo- 


The  sUver  medal  ordered  far  the  Chevalier  de  Flea* 
ly,  has  been  delivered  to  his  order  here,  he  being  gpM 
to  America.  The  others,  fot  Brigndier-General  Wayne 
and  Colonel  Stevmt,  I  shall  send  by  the  next  gqod 
opportunity. 

The  two  thousand  pounds  I  furnished  to  Ifeasm 
Adams  and  Jay,  agreeabfy  to  an  order  of  Congressb  fo 
themselves  and  secretariei^  being  neariy  expended,  and 
no  supplies  to  them  arriving,  I  have  thou|^t  it  mf 
duty  to  furnish  them  with  further  sums^  hoping  the 
supplies  promised  wiD  soon  anive  to  reimburse  bm^ 
and  enable  me  to  pay  the  biDs  drawn  on  llr.  LanrasM 
m  Holland,  which  I  have  engaged  far,  to  aave  the  pdb* 
lie  credit,  the  hoklere  of  those  bBls  threatenmg  other- 
wise  to  protest  them.  Messrs.  de  Neufvflle  of  Am* 
sterdani  bad  accepted  some  of  them.  I  have  proB* 
ised  thoi»e  gentlemen  to  provide  fa*  the  payment  b^ 
fore  they  become  due,  aiid  to  accept  audi  others  as 
shall  be  presented  to  me.  I  hear,  aiid  hope  it  is  ti«^ 
that  the  drawbg  of  such  bills  is  stopped*  and  tkaC 
their  number  and  value  is  not  very  g^mL 

VOL.  VIII.  9S 
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The  bills  drawn  m  favor  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais  for 
the  interest  of  his  debt  are  paid. 

The  German  Prince,  who  gave  me  a  proposal  some 
months  since  for  furnishing  troops  to  the  Congress,  has 
lately  desired  an  answer.  I  gave  no  expectation,  diat 
it  was  likely  you  would  agree  to  such  a  proposal ;  but, 
being  pressed  to  send  it  to  you,  it  went  with  some 
of  my  former  letters. 

M.  Fouquet,  who  was  employed  by  Congress  to  in- 
struct people  in  making  gunpowder,  is  arrived  herSf 
after  a  long  passage;  he  has  requested  me  to  trans* 
mit  a  memorial  to  Congress,  which  I  do,  enclosed. 

The  great  public  event  in  Europe  of  this  year  is 
the  proposal,  by  Russia,  of  an  armed  neutrality  for  pio* 
tecting  the  lib^y  of  commerce.  The  proposition  is 
accepted  now  by  most  of  the  maritime  powers.  As 
it  is  likely  to  become  the  law  of  nations,  that  free 
ships  should  make  free  goodsj  I  wish  the  Cimgress  to 
consider,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  give  orders 
to  their  cruisers  not  to  molest  fweign  ships,  but  con- 
form to  the  spirit  of  that  treaty  of  neutraUty. 

The  English  have  been  much  elated  with  their  suc- 
cess at  Charieston.  The  late  news  of  the  junction  of 
ttie  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  has  a  little  Abated  their 
spirits;  and  I  hope  that  junction,  and  the  arrival  of 
the  French  troops  and  ships  in  North  Ammca,  wil 
soon  produce  news,  that  may  afford  us  also  in  our  turn 
some  satisfaction. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me  h^^  requesting 
that  I  would  solicit  Congress  to  permit  the  exchange  of 
William  John  Mawhood,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Seventeenth 
Regiment,  taken  prisoner  at  Stony  Point,  July  ISA, 
1779,  and  confined  near  Philadelphia;  or,  if  the  ex- 
change cannot  convenientiy  be  made,  that  he  may  be 
permitted  to  return  to  England  on  his  parole.     Bj 
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dobg  tins  at  mjr  raquest,  the  CongreM  wil  aaible  ■• 
lo  oblige  several  friends  oT  ours,  who  me  penons  cf 
Bierit  and  disdnctioD  b  this  ooiintiy. 

Be  pleased.  Sir,  to  present  my  dntj  to  CSoagreMk 
and  befieTe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect,  lie. 

B.  FauTKLUi. 

P.  S.  A  simifaur  application  has  been  made  to  ■• 
m  bvor  oT  Richard  Croft,  heotenant  m  the  Twentielk 
Regnnent,  a  prisoner  at  ChariottesiiDe.  I  shall  be  flMnh 
obliged  by  any  kindness  shown  to  that  yoong  geadi* 
man,  and  so  wiD  some  friends  of  ows  m  Engfamd*  iHte 
reqiect  his  bther.  R  R 


TO  fAMBS  LOTXLU 

Pii^,  10  Ai«H(,  ma. 


Sra, 

I  receired  on  the  19th  of  June,  1780,  copies  of  yoor 
several  (aTors  of  April  the  89th,  1779,  Jane  the  IStl^ 
1779,  July  the  9th  and  16th,  August  and  September 
the  16th,  1779.  You  wiH  see  by  thb  what  ddaya  our 
corresipondence  sometimes  meets  with.  I  have  hlaly 
received  two  of  fresher  date,  viz.  February  the  241^ 
and  May  the  4th.  I  thank  you  much  for  the  newt* 
papers  and  journals  you  have  from  time  to  time  sent 
me;  I  endeavour  to  make  full  returns  b  the  sami 
way.  I  could  furnish  a  multitude  of  despatches  wilk 
confidential  informations  taken  out  of  the  papers  I  send 
you,  if  I  chose  to  deal  ni  that  kmd  of  manufactnro; 
I  know  the  whole  art  of  it,  for  I  have  had  seveni 
volunteer  correspondents  m  England,  who  have  hi  their 
letters  for  years  together  communicated  to  me 
of  sutc,  extracted  from  the  new^iapeny  which 
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times  t^ame  to  hand  in  those  papers  by  the  same 
post,  and  sometimes  by  the  post  before.  Tou  and  I 
send  the  papers  themselves.  Our  letters  may  appear 
the  leaner,  but  what  fat  they  have  is  their  own. 

I  wrote  to  you  the  17th  of  October,  and  the  16th 
of  March,  and  have  sent  duplicates,  some  of  which  I 
hope  got  to  hand.  You  mention  receiving  one  of  Sep- 
tember the  30th,  and  one  of  December  30th,  but  not 
that  of  October  the  17th.  The  cipher  you  have  com- 
municated, either  from  some  defect  in  your  explanation, 
or  m  my  comprehension,  is  not  yet  of  use  to  me ;  for 
I  cannot  understand  by  it  the  little  specimen  you  have 
written  in  it  If  you  have  that  of  M.  Dumas,  which  I 
left  with  Mr.  Morris,  we  may  correspond  by  it  when  a 
few  sentences  are  required  only  to  be  written  in  ci- 
pher, but  it  is  too  tedious  for  a  whole  letter. 

I  send  herewith  copies  of  the  instruments  annulling 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty.*  The 
treaty  printed  here  by  the  court  omitted  them,  and 
numbered  the  subsequent  articles  accordingly. 

I  write  fully  to  the  President  The  frequent  hinder- 
ances  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  meet  with  in 
writmg  as  a  committee,  which  appear  from  the  ex- 
cuses in  your  particular  letters,  and  the  many  parts  of 
my  letters,  that  have  long  been  unanswered,  mcline  me 
to  think,  that  your  foreign  correspondence  would  be 
best  managed  by  one  secretary,  who  could  write  when 
he  had  an  opportunity,  without  waiting  for  the  concur- 
rence or  opinions  of  his  brethren,  who  cannot  always 
be  got  conveniently  together.  My  chief  letters  wfll, 
therefore,  for  the  future,  be  addressed  to  the  President, 
till  further  orders. 

I  send  you  enclosed  some  more  of  Mr.  Hartley's 
letters.    He  contmues  passionately  to  desire  peace  with 

*  See  DipUmtOic  Corrupondencef  VoL  I.  p.  43SL 
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America,  but  wishes  we  oould  be  aepeimted  torn  Ffeneau 
With  greet  esteem^  &G. 

B.  FRAnuor. 


TO  JOmf  PAUL  JOHBi. 


DXAE  SlK» 

I  received  yours  by  the  Count  de  Vauban,  aod  I 
seod  by  him  my  public  despatches,  requesdog  you  Id 
sink  them  if  necessary.  I  am  glad  you  are  so  near 
ready  for  sailing.  I  return  aD  the  peperB^  that  were 
enclosed  m  yours,  and  send  copies  dT  some  others^ 
which  perhaps  may  be  of  use  lo  you  in  your  future 
affair  with  Landab. 

Depend  upon  it,  I  never  wrote  to  llr.  GKDon,  that 
the  Bon  Homme  Rkhard  was  a  privateer.  I  could  not 
write  so^  because  I  never  had  such  a  thought.  I 
will,  next  post,  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  hiB» 
by  which  you  will  see,  that  be  has  only  forced  that 
construction  from  a  vague  expression  I  used,  merely 
to  conceal  from  him  (in  answering  his  idle  demaadt 
that  I  would  order  your  squadron,  then  on  the  point 
of  sailing,  to  go  with  him  to  Carolina),  that  the  expe- 
dition  was  at  the  expense  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  King,  which  it  was  not  proper  or  necessary  fo 
him  to  know.  The  expression  I  used  waS|  that  lis 
concerned  had  destined  the  squadron  far  another 
vice.  These  words,  the  concerned^  he  and  the 
seUor  have  interpreted  to  mean,  the  owners  of  a  pn* 
vateer. 

I  shall  send  by  the  post  some  private  letten  far  my 
American  friends,  far  wluch  I  had  no  time  by  your 
expresiL  If  you  shoukl  be  still  at  L'Orient  when  thqr 
come,  it  is  well ;  but  do  not  wait  a  moneot  for  lhBai» 

▼OL.  Till.  pp 
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if  you  are  ready  to  sail,  and  the  wind  serves.  Adiea  I 
I  wish  you  a  prosperous  voyage,  a  happy  sight  of  yonr 
friends  and  country,  and  that  you  may  be  recdved 
with  all  the  honors  you  have  so  justly  merited.    I  am, 

&C.  B.   FRAlfKLTN. 

P.  S.  I  say  nothing  about  the  prize  money,  having 
never  had  any  thing  to  do  with  it ;  but  I  wiD  endeav- 
our to  forward  the  payment  to  those  honest  feflows, 
who  are  gone  to  America,  Pray  let  me  know,  if  the 
despatches  I  formeriy  sent  down  to  go  wiA  you  in 
the  Alliance  are  gone  in  her.  There  were  letters  con- 
taming  the  proceedings  about  Captsdn  Landais. 


FROM   JOHK   ADAMS   TO  B.   FRAKKlHT. 

Opinions  in  Europe  concerning  the  American  Wm. 

Amsterdam,  17  Augiuit,  178(1 

Sir, 

I  never  was  more  amused  with  political  speculations, 
than  smce  my  arrival  in  this  country.  Every  one  has 
his  prophecy,  and  every  prophecy  is  a  paradox.  One 
says,  that  America  will  give  France  the  go-by ;  anodier, 
that  France  and  Spain  will  abandon  America;  a  durd, 
that  Spain  will  forsake  France  and  America;  a  fourth, 
that  America  has  the  interest  of  all  Europe  against 
her;  a  fifth,  that  she  will  become  the  greatest  manu- 
facturing country,  and  thus  ruin  Europe ;  a  sixth,  that 
she  will  become  a  groat  and  an  ambitkms  military  and 
naval  power,  and  consequently  terrible  to  Europe.  In 
short,  it  seems  as  if  they  had  studied  for  every  im- 
possibility, and  agreed  to  foretell  it,  as  a  probable  (ii- 
ture  event 

I  tell  the  first,  that  if  the  Emg  of  France  would  V^ 
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leMe  America  from  her  tfeaty»  wd  EoglMMi  would 
agree  to  our  mdepemlence,  oa  condition  we  would 
make  an  alliance  offensive  and  defiensve  with  her* 
America  ought  not  to  accept  it,  and  would  not;  b^ 
cause  she  will  in  future  have  no  security  far  peaces 
even  with  England,  but  in  her  treaty  with  France.  I 
ask  the  second,  whether  they  think  the  oonneaon  of 
Amerira  of  so  little  consequence  lo  Prance  and  Spakib 
that  they  wouki  lighdy  give  it  upl  1  ask  the  thinly 
whether-  the'  family  compact,  added  to  the  connPTioi 
with  America,  is  a  trifling  consideratkm  to  Spain  1  To 
the  fifth,  I  say,  that  America  will  not  make  manofiM* 
lures  enough  for  her  own  consumption  these  fhnusaud 
years ;  to  the  sixth,  that  we  k>ve  peace  and  hate  war 
so  much,  that  we  can  scarcely  keep  up  an  army  no- 
cessary  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  greatest  of 
evils,  and  to  secure  our  mdependence,  which  b  tba 
greatest  of  blessings;  and,  therefareb  while  we  haw 
land  enough  to  conquer  from  the  trees,  mAs,  and 
wild  beastSi  we  shal  never  go  abroad  to  trouble  other 
nations. 

To  the  fourth,  I  say,  that  this  parMloz  b  Kko  aevenl 
others,  via.  that  Baochus  and  Ceres  did  mischief  to 
mankind,  when  they  invented  wine  and  brsad;  that 
arts,  sciences,  and  civiliaaiion  have  been  genersl  en* 
lamities,  huu  That,  upon  thb  suppositkm,  all  Eurofio 
ought  to  agree  to  bring  away  the  inhabitants  of  Amor* 
ica,  and  divkie  them  among  the  natkms  of  Europe  to 
be  maintained  as  paupers,  kaving  America  to  grow  up 
again  with  trees  and  bushes,  and  to  become  afun  fim 
habitatkxis  of  bears  and  Indians,  faimlding  si  naviga» 
tkm  to  that  quarter  of  the  gkibe  in  future,  llat  man* 
kind  in  general,  however,  are  probably  of  a  differsut 
opinkm ;  believing  that  Columbus,  as  well  as  BacdbM 
and  Ceres,  dkl  a  servke  to  mankind,  and  that 
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and  America  will  be  rich  blessings  to  each  other;  the 
one,  supplying  a  surplus  of  manufactures^  and  the 
other,  a  surplus  of  raw  materials,  the  productions  of 
agriculture. 

It  is  very  plain,  however,  that  speculation  and  dis- 
putation can  do  us  little  service.  No  facts  are  believ- 
ed, but  decisive  military  conquests ;  no  ailments  are 
seriously  attended  to  in  Europe,  but  force.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  our  countrymen,  instead  of  amusing  themselves 
any  longer  with  delusive  dreams  of  peace,  will  bend 
the  whole  force  of  their  mmds  to  augment  their  navj, 
to  find  out  their  own  strength  and  resources,  and  to 
depend  upon  themselves.  I  have  the  honor  to  be^ 
with  great  respect,  &c. 

JoHK  Adams. 


FROM   JAMES   HUTTON   TO   B.   FRAWKLIir. 

Moravian  Missionaries  in  Labrador. 

Pimlico,  21  August,  1780L 

Dear  Sir, 
Our  last  year's  voyage  to  and  from  Labrador  was 
a  safe  one.  The  Esquimaux  remain  friendly,  and  oiar 
people  at  both  missions  were  well.  Many  thanks  to 
you  for  the  last  year's  passport,  which  I  here  return 
again,  that  you  may  be  sure  no  ill  use  can  be  made 
of  it  by  us.  Our  Captain  Mugford  is  this  year  not 
m  such  a  state  of  health,  as  to  be  able  to  perform 
the  voyage;  so  we  take  the  mate  in  his  room.  He 
has  begged  us,  if  possible,  to  get  a  vessel  with  two 
masts,  that,  in  case  one  was  damaged  in  hard  weather, 
there  might  yet  be  one  remaining ;  as,  in  case  of  the 
loss  of  the  only  mast,  they  might  perish  for  want  of 
succour  in  those  unfrequented  seas.    We  have  agreed 
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to  his  request,  and  bought  m  smill  brig  with  two ; 
fery  little  bigger  than  the  former,  the  descr^ilion  of 
which  is  as  foDows.  The  brig  Jmty.  Captab  James 
Frasert  about  seTeoty-fifo  toosp  aquaie-stamad,  mm- 
gated  by  sereu  men.  I  should  be  much  obliged  to 
you,  if  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  sead  another  pass 
aooording  to  this  description,  so  that  k  may  be  hero 
before  the  20th  of  May  at  btesL 

We  are  all  soity  for  the  loas  of  Captain  Oook.  I 
hope  the  p^fen,  that  are  on  the  way  hither  Smm 
Kamtschatka,  will  oome  safe. 

I  know  not  whether  yon  could  procure  ns  a 
ish  pass,  or  whether  I  shouU  apply  to  M.  de 
I  sbdl  mentkm  it  to  bun,  who  wUI  probably  forward 
thisL  We  had  two  oM  persons  at  our  Labindor  mia- 
sion ;  one,  an  oU  Lutheran  mmister,  a  DinOt  Drachardt 
by  name,  who  had  been  a  doien  years  esaptayad  by 
the  Danes  in  their  mission  m  Greenland  He^  m  Mb 
heroic  way,  thouf^  he  had  been  many  years  retired 
to  Hernhuth,  as  soon  as  he  heard  of  a 
Labrador,  dedicated  his  fife  and  labors  fiedy  and 
ly  to  that  senrKe,  and  ended  his  days  thers^  after  n 
eheerful,  laborious  life.  The  other  was  a  surgeon  fimn 
Wurtemberg,  very  skilful  and  much  respected  in  km 
own  country;  his  name  was  Waiblinger.  These  two 
oU  men  died  about  the  same  time,  and  were  bnriad 
at  the  same  time.  As  these  were  much  bved  by  ihm 
natives,  many  of  them,  all  that  were  near,  were  at  ikm 
burying,  and  many  of  them  bst  their  horror  for  dealk 

Since  then,  a  younger  man,  bore  and  bred  among 
us,  has  offered  his  serrioe,  to  succeed  Waibinger.  Ifis 
name  »  Kriegelstein,  son  of  one  of  oir  irst  brsthresb 
hunself  a  physkaan.    I  am,  Itc. 

Jambs  Hnvosb 

T0L.TII1.  n  W9^ 
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TO    CHARLES    W.    F.    DUMAS. 

Relative  to  M.  Dumaa's  Appointment  and  Services. 

Passy,  2  October,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  your  several  letters  of  the  12th,  IStli, 
17th,  19  th,  and  21st  of  September.  I  am  much  jdeas- 
ed  with  the  intelligence  you  sent  me,  and  with  the 
papers  you  have  had  printed. 

Mr.  Searle  is  a  military  officer  of  the  P«nnsylvaiiia 
troops,  and  a  member  of  Congress.  He  has  some 
ccMnmission  to  execute  for  that  province,  hut  none  that 
I  know  of  from  Congress.  He  has  an  c^n  letter  for 
you  from  Mr.  Lovell,  which  he  has  shown  me.  It  is 
full  of  expressions  of  his  esteem;  and  I  understand 
from  Mr.  Searie,  that  you  stand  exceedingly  well  with 
the  Committee  and  with  the  Congress  in  general.  I 
am  sorry  to  see  any  marks  of  uneasiness  and  afqire* 
hension  in  your  letters.  •M.  Chaumcmt  teHs  me,  that 
you  want  some  assurance  of  being  continued.  The 
Congress  itself  is  changeable  at  the  pleasure  of  their 
electors,  and  none  o(  their  servants  have,  or  can  have^ 
any  such  assurance.  If,  therefore,  any  thing  better  fat 
you,  and  more  substantial,  should  offer,  nobody  can 
blame  you  for  accepting  it,  however  satisfied  they  may 
he  with  your  services.  But,  as  to  the  contmuance  of 
what  you  may  enjoy,  or  o(  something  as  valuable  ki 
the  service  of  the  Congress,  I  think  you  may  make 
yourself  easy ;  for  your  appointment  seems  more  likely 
to  be  increased  than  diminished,  though  it  does  not 
belong  to  me  to  promise  any  thing. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  to  sail  three  days  after  Mr.  Searle, 
who  begins  to  fear  he  must  be  lost,  as  it  was  a  small 
vessel  he  intended  to  embark  m.  He  was  bound  di* 
rectly  to  Holland. 
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I  endooe  some  exUvcts  of  letters  froDi  two  Reach 
oflicera  of  dbtbction  in  the  anny  of  ML  de  RodunH 
beau,  which  are  pleasing,  as  they  maik  the  good  ii« 
teDigenoe  that  subsists  between  the  troopsi  oontraiy  to 
the  reports  circulated  by  the  English.  They  w9  do 
perhaps  for  your  Leffden  Oazette.  With  great 
and  affection,  I  am  OTer,  iuc 

K  Fmamkum. 


TO  jomr  JAT. 
Momy  oblmmed  m  Fnmu  h  me$l  tk$  DrqfU  qf 


Dkae  Sib, 

I  received  duly  and  m  good  order  the  several  letfen 
you  have  written  to  me  of  August  16th,  19th,  Septeaa^^ 
her  8th  and  28d.  The  papers  that  aroompaBifd  them 
of  your  writing  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
aflbirs  of  our  country  m  such  good  hands,  and  the 
prospect,  from  your  youth,  of  its  having  the  service  of 
so  able  a  minister  for  a  great  number  of  vears.  But 
the  little  success  that  has  attended  your  l^la  appieap 
tions  fur  money  mortified  me  exceedingly;  and  the 
storm  of  bills,  which  I  found  coming  upon  us  both^ 
has  terrified  and  vexed  me  to  such  a  degree,  that  I 
have  been  deprived  of  sleeps  and  so  much  bdiapoeed 
by  continual  anxiety,  as  to  be  rendered  almost 
Ue  of  writing. 

At  length  I  got  over  a  reluctance  that  was 
invincible,  and  made  another  applration  to  the  gov* 
emment  here  for  more  money.  I  drew  up  and  pro* 
senled  a  state  of  debts  and  newly  expected  demand^ 
and  rciiuested  its  aid  to  extricate  me.     Judging  kom 
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your  lett^*s,  that  you  were  not  likely  to  obtadn  any 
thing  considerable  from  your  court,  I  put  down  in  my 
estimate  the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  drawn  upon 
you,  with  the  same  sum  drawn  upon  me,  as  what 
would  probably  come  to  me  for  payment  I  have  now 
the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  memorial  was 
received  in  the  kmdest  and  most  friendly  manner;  and, 
though  the  court  here  is  not  without  its  embarrass- 
ments on  account  of  money,  I  was  told  to  make  my- 
self easy,  for  that  I  should  be  assisted  with  what  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  Searle  arriving  about  this  time,  and  assuring  me 
there  had  been  a  plentiful  harvest,  and  great  crops 
of  all  kmds ;  that  the  Congress  had  demanded  of  the 
several  States  contributions  m  produce,  which  would  be 
cheerfully  given ;  that  they  would  therefiDre  have  pl^nQr 
€(  provisions  to  dispose  of;  and,  I  being  much  {leased 
with  the  generous  behaviour  just  expmenced,  I  pre- 
sented smother  paper,  proposmg,  m  (xrder  to  ease  die 
government  here,  which  had  been  so  williiig  to  ease 
us,  that  the  Congress  might  furnish  their  army  m 
America  with  provisions  in  part  of  pajonent  for  tlie 
services  lent  us.  This  proposition,  I  was  told,  was  well 
taken ;  but,  it  bemg  considered,  that,  the  States  having 
the  enemy  in  their  country,  and  obliged  to  make  greet 
expenses  for  the  present  campaign,  the  furnishing  so 
much  provisions  as  the  French  army  might  need, 
might  straiten  and  be  mconvenient  to  the  Congress, 
his  Majesty  did  not  at  this  time  think  it  right  to  ac- 
cept the  ofier.  You  will  not  wonder  at  my  loving  this 
good  prince;  he  will  win  the  hearts  ct  all  America. 

K  you  are  not  so  fortunate  in  Spain,  continue  how- 
ever the  even  good  temper  you  have  hitherto  mani- 
fested. Spam  owes  us  nothmg;  therefore,  whatever 
friendship  she  shows  us  in  lending  money,  or  furnish- 
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ing  dolhesi  &c^  tboiigh  not  equal  to  our  wants  and 
wisbeti  is  however  tant  de  gagne.  Those^  wko  liava 
begun  to  assist  US|  are  more  Ekdjr  to  oootkue  thas 
to  decline,  and  we  are  stiO  so  much  obliged  as  their 
aids  amount  ta  But  I  hope  and  am  confidant,  thai 
court  will  be  wiser  than  to  take  advantage  of  our  dis- 
tresSi  and  insist  on  our  making  sacrifices  bjr  an  agra^ 
flMnt,  whkh  the  drcomstances  of  such  dialreas  woaU 
hereafter  weaken,  and  the  very  propoaitkm  can  oa^T 
give  disgust  at  present  Poor  as  we  ara^  yet,  as  I 
know  we  shall  be  rich,  I  wodd  rather  agree  with  than 
to  buy  at  a  great  price  the  whole  of  their  right  on  the 
Mississippi,  then  sell  a  drop  of  its  waters*  A  neigi^ 
hour  might  as  well  ask  me  to  seB  my  street  door. 

I  wish  you  couU  obtain  an  account  of  what  thagr 
have  supplied  us  with  akeady  in  money  and  gpods. 

Mr.  Grand,  inibrming  me,  that  one  of  the  biDs  drawn 
on  you,  havmg  been  sent  fiom  hence  to  Madrid,  was 
come  back  unaccepted,  I  have  directed  him  to  pny 
it;  and  he  has,  at  my  request,  undertaken  to  write  to 
the  Marquis  DTranda«  to  assist  you  with  money  to 
answer  such  bilk  as  you  are  not  otherwise  enaUed 
to  pay,  and  to  draw  on  him  fcr  the  amount;  whack 
drafts  I  shall  answer  here  as  frr  as  twenty-five  thon« 
sand  dollars.  If  you  expect  more,  acquaint  me.  But 
pray  write  to  Congress,  as  I  do^  to  fori>ear  thb  prat^ 
tioe,  which  is  so  extremely  hasardous,  and  may,  soose 
time  or  other,  prove  very  mischievous  to  their  credit 
and  aflairs.  I  have  undolaken,  too^  for  the  biDs  drawn 
on  Mr.  Lauren.s  that  have  yet  appeared  He  was  to 
have  sailed  three  days  after  Mr.  Searie,  that  is,  the 
18th  of  July.  Mr.  Searie  begins  to  be  m  pain  fiar 
him,  having  no  good  opinion  of  the  little  vessel  he  was 
to  embark  in. 

We  have  letten  fiom  America  to  the  7th  of  Aw- 
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gust  The  spirit  of  our  people  was  never  higher. 
Vast  exertions  makmg  are  preparatory  for  some  im- 
portant action;  great  harmony  and  affection  between 
the  troops  of  the  two  nations ;  the  new  money  in  good 
credit,  £lc. 

I  will  write  to  you  again  shortly,  and  to  Mr.  Car- 
michael  I  shall  now  be  able  to  pay  up  your  salaries 
complete  for  the  year;  but,  as  demands  unforeseen  are 
continually  coming  upon  me,  I  still  retain  the  expecta- 
tions you  have  given  me,  of  being  reimbursed  out  of 
the  first  remittances  you  receive. 

If  you  find  any  inclination  to  hug  me  (oc  the  good 
news  of  this  letter,  I  constitute  and  i^pomt  Mts.  Jay 
my  attorney,  to  receive  m  my  behalf  your  embraces. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  dear  Sir,  &c.  B.  Fravkldt. 


TO   MISS   OEOROIANA   SHIPLEY. 

?wmf^  8  October,  178a 

It  is  Icmg,  very  long,  my  dear  fiiend^  since  I  had 
the  great  pleasure  of  hearing  fix)m  you,  and  receiving 
any  of  your  very  pleasing  letters.  But  it  is  my  fault 
I  have  long  omitted  my  part  of  the  correspondence. 
Those  who  love  to  receive  letters  should  write  letters. 
I  wish  I  could  safely  promise  an  amendment  of  that 
fault.  But,  besides  the  indolence  attending  age,  uid 
growing  upon  us  with  it,  my  time  is  engrossed  by  too 
much  busmess ;  and  I  have  too  many  inducements  to 
postpone  doing,  what  I  feel  I  ought  to  do  for  my  own 
sake,  and  what  I  can  never  resolve  to  omit  entirely. 

Tour  translations  from  Horace,  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
of  poetry  and  translations,  are  very  good.  That  of  the 
Quo,  quo  scelesti  ruitis  ?  is  so  suitable  to  the  times^  that 
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the  coDcluskm,  (in  your  reraioD,)  seems  to  threttoi  ike 
a  prophecy;  aiid  methinks  there  is  it  least  some  ap« 
peersnce  of  danger  that  it  may  be  fulfiDecL  I  am 
imhappQy  an  enemy,  yet  I  think  there  haa  bean  CMugh 
oTbtood  spilt,  and  I  wish  what  bkftm  thefdnioT 
that  once  knred  people,  may  be  qpared  by  ft  peaoe 
solid  and  everiasting. 

It  is  a  great  while  since  I  haf«  heard  any  Ihmg 
of  the  good  bishop.  Strange,  that  so  sample  a 
ter  shouM  sufficiently  distinguish  one  of  thai 
body  I  Donnez-moi  do  set  mmooBoi.  I  %afe  bmk 
some  time  flattered  with  the  expectatkm  of  seeiBg  the 
countenance  of  that  most  honored  and  efer  beknred 
ftiend,  ddmeated  by  your  pendL  The  portnit  is  nii 
to  ha?e  been  kmg  on  the  way,  but  is  not  yet  anitvA; 
nor  can  I  hear  where  it  is. 

Indolent  as  I  hare  confessed  myself  to  be,  I  could 
not,  you  see,  nuss  this  good  and  safe  opportunity  of 
sending  you  a  few  Enesi  with  my  best  wUkea  fcr  your 
happiness,  and  that  of  the  whole  dear  and  an^abb 
femOy  m  whose  sweet  society  I  ha?e  spent  so  many 
happy  hours.  Mr  Jones*  tefls  me,  he  shall  haf«  a 
pleasiire  in  being  the  bearer  of  my  letter,  of  whidi  I 
make  no  doubt  I  learn  from  hfan,  that  to  your  draw- 
mg,  and  rousk^  and  pabiting,  and  poetty,  and  Latins 
you  have  added  a  proficiency  in  chess;  so  that  you 
are,  as  the  French  say,  rtmpHe  di  taUm.  May  Ifaty 
and  you  fall  to  the  bt  of  one,  that  shaH  ddy 
them,  and  kire  you  as  much  as  I  da    Adieu. 

B.  PnAiTKLar. 


•  Aaarwtrdt  Olr  WiSiMi  loMtt  mm 
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TO   CHARLES   W.    F.  DUMAS, 

PaaiXf  9  Oetober,  178Q. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  yours  of  the  29th  of  September  and  3d 
of  October.  It  is  a  very  good  addition  you  have  made 
to  your  Memoir  for  the  ministers  of  Russia  and  Swe- 
den. I  am  glad  to  find  you  are  again  on  such  good 
terms  with  the  ambassador,  as  to  be  invited  to  his 
comedy.  I  doubt  not  oi  your  contmuing  to  cultivate 
that  good  understanding.  I  like  much  your  inserticHis 
in  the  gazettes.    Such  things  have  good  effects. 

Your  information  relative  to  the  transactions  at  Pe- 
tersburgh  and  in  Denmark  are  very  mt^^esting,  and 
affcxtled  me  a  good  deal  of  satisfacticm,  particularly  the 
former.  Mr.  Searle  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seemg 
you.  I  recommend  him  warmly  to  your  civilities.  He 
b  much  your  friend,  and  will  advise  Mr.  Laurens  to 
make  you  his  secretary,  which  I  hope  you  will  accq)L 
I  have  given  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Mr.  Laurens  can 
nowhere  find  one  better  qualified,  or  more  deserving. 
The  choice  is  left  to  that  mmister,  and  he  is  empow* 
ered  to  give  a  salary  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling 
a  year.  I  am  m  pam  on  account  of  his  not  being 
yet  arrived,  but  I  hope  you  will  see  him  soon,  I  re* 
quest  you  would  find  means  to  introduce  Mr,  Searle 
to  the  Portuguese  ambassador.  Pray  consider  the  en- 
closed papers,  and,  after  ad^dsing  with  your  fiiend,  give 
me  your  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of  the  applicatioii 
to  the  States-General,  whether  I  should  make  it  through 
their  ambassador,  or  directly  with  a  letter  to  the  grand 
pensionary,  or  m  what  oth^  manner.  You  know  we 
wrote  to  him  formeriy,  and  received  no  answer.  "With 
great  esteem,  I  am,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIir, 
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P.  &    You  say  nothing  of  Mr.  Adunsi    Hdir  do 
jou  stand  whh  him?    What  is  he  doingi 


TO  miOHABO  PMOB. 

TolmUioH.  —  ReSgitm  TVsft. 


Dbae  Sib, 

Beaides  the  pleasure  of  their  oompeny,  I  had  the 
great  satiflfactioD  of  heaiing  by  your  two  fahable  feindi^ 
aod  learning  fiom  your  letter,  that  you  etyoj  a  good 
itato  of  health.  May  God  contbue  it»  at  wel  for  iho 
good  of  mankind  as  for  your  oomfart  I  thank  y«m 
much  far  the  second  edition  of  your  eicdient  pam* 
pUet  I  forwarded  that  you  sent  to  Bfr.  Dana,  be 
being  m  HoUand.  I  wish  also  to  see  the  piece  yon 
have  written  (as  Mn  Jones  teDs  me)  on  Toleimtkm.  I 
do  not  expect  that  your  new  Paiiament  wiB  be  either 
wiser  or  honester  than  the  hst  AO  projects  to  pro* 
cure  an  honest  one,  by  place  biDs,  iu^  t^jpear  to  me 
Tain  and  impracticable.  The  true  cure,  I  unagine^  is 
to  be  found  only  m  rendering  aD  pbces  unprofitable^ 
and  the  King  too  poor  to  give  bribes  and  penskma. 
Till  this  is  done,  whkh  can  only  be  by  a  revolutkm 
(and  I  think  you  have  not  virtue  enough  left  to  pro- 
cure one),  your  natkm  will  always  be  phindered,  and 
obliged  to  pay  by  taxes  the  plunderers  for  phmder* 
ing  and  ruining.  Liberty  and  virtue  therefore  join  m 
the  call.  Come  out  or  Hcn,  my  pbotlbI 

I  am  fully  of  your  opimon  respecting  rdigkius  tests; 
but,  though  the  peopfe  of  Massachnsetts  have  not  m 
their  new  constitutkm  kept  quite  dear  of  them,  ytl^  ft 
we  consider  what  that  peo{^'  were  one  hundred  yean 
ago^  we  must  aUow  they  have  gone  great  leqgthi  h 

TOL.  TIU.  04  %% 
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liberality  of  sentiment  on  religious  subjects;  and  we 
may  hope  for  greater  degrees  of  perfectba,  when  their 
constitution,  some  years  hence,  shall  be  revised.  If 
Christian  preachers  had  continued  to  teach  as  Christ 
and  his  Aposdes  did,  without  salaries,  and  as  the 
Quakers  now  do,  I  imagine  tests  would  never  have 
existed ;  for  I  thmk  they  were  invented,  not  so  much 
to  secure  religion  itself,  as  the  emoluments  of.it  When 
a  religion  is  good,  I  conceive  that  it  will  suj^port  it- 
self; and,  when  it  cannot  support  itsdl^  and  Ood  does 
not  take  care  to  support  it,  so  that  its  professors  are 
obliged  to  call  for  the  help  of  the  civil  power,  it  b 
a  sign,  I  apprehend,  of  its  bemg  a  bad  one.  But  I 
shall  be  out  of  my  depth,  if  I  wade  any  deeper  in 
theofogy,  and  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  politics^  nor 
vnth  news  which  are  almost  as  uncertain;  but  con 
dude  with  a  heartfelt  wish  to  embrace  you  once  more^ 
and  enjoy  your  sweet  society  m  peace,  among  our 
honest,  worthy,  ingenious  friends  at  the  London.    Adieu, 

B.  Fiuunujir. 


TO    THOMAS   RUSTON. 

.American  Finance  and  Paper  Money. 

PaMy,  9  October,  1780L 
SiK, 

I  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your  thoughts  on 
American  finance,  and  your  scheme  of  a  bank.  I  com- 
municated them  to  the  Abb6  Morellet,  who  is  a  good 
judge  of  the  subject,  and  he  has  translated  them  into 
French.  He  thinks  them  generally  very  just,  and  reiy 
cleariy  expressed.  I  shall  forward  them  to  a  fiiend  in 
the  Congress. 

That  body  is,  as  you  suppose,  not  wdi  skilled  in 
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finaiicmg.  But  dier  defidency  m  knowledge  his  been 
imply  supplied  by  good  luck.  They  iMued  an  kn* 
mense  quantity  of  paper  bOfa^  to  pay,  dolhe»  ann,  and 
feed  tbejr  troops*  and  fit  out  ships;  and  wkh  this  p»» 
per,  without  taxes  for  the  first  three  years,  they  fenghC 
and  baffled  one  of  the  most  poweiiiil  natkms  of  Bn* 
rope.  They  hoped,  notwithstandmg  its  quantiQrf  to 
have  kept  up  the  fahie  of  ther  paper.  In  chb  thef 
were  mistaken.  It  depreciated  gradually.  But  this 
depredatxA,  though  in  some  circumstances  moonfen* 
lent,  has  bad  the  general  good  and  great  eflect  of 
operating  as  a  tax,  and  perh^)s  the  most  equal  of  al 
taxes,  since  it  depreciated  in  the  hands  of  the  hoMers 
of  money,  and  thereby  taxed  them  m  proportion  to 
the  sums  they  hekl  and  the  tune  they  hekl  it»  whUi 
generally  b  in  proportkin  to  men's  wealth.  Thus,  after 
having  done  its  busmess,  the  paper  is  reduced  to  the 
sixtieth  part  of  its  original  value. 

Havkig  issued  two  hundred  mihons  of  dolhn  the 
Congress  stopped,  and  supplied  themselves  by  bo^ 
rowing.  These  sums  were  boirowed  at  diflersnt  p^ 
riods  during  the  progress  of  the  deprectatkm.  Thoaa^ 
who  lent  to  the  pubUc,  thereby  fixed  the  vahie  of  the 
paper  they  lent,  smce  it  b  to  be  repaki  m  siver  ae* 
oording  to  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  hmn.  The  real 
went  on  depredating ;  and  the  depredatkm  b  at  bnglk 
only  stopped  by  the  vast  nominal  sums  called  in  eaaljr 
by  taxes,  and  whkrh  will  be  by  thai  means  destragretL 
Thus  ^  much  of  the  pubbc  debt  has  been  m  lUs 
manner  insensibly  pakl,  that  the  remakidert  which  you 
desire  to  know,  does  not  exceed  six  aulKons  steritagi 
And  now  they  are  working  with  new  paper,  expraased 
to  be  equal  in  value  to  silver,  which  they  have  BMrit 
10  bear  interest;  and  I  have  provkled  such  fioMb  to 
pay  that  inieresit  that  probabfy  its  origMal 
be  supported. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  vigor  of  their  military  opera- 
tions is  again  revived,  and  they  are  now  as  able,  wkh 
respect  to  money,  to  carry  on  the  war,  as  they  were 
at  the  beginning,  and  much  more  so  with  regard  to 
troops,  arms,  and  discipline.  It  is  also  an  increasiDg 
nation,  sixty  thousand  children  having  been  bom  an- 
nuaUy  in  the  United  States  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war;  while  their  enemies  are  said  to  be  diminishing, 
I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

B.   FRAKKUOr. 


FROM   JOHN    JEBB    TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

Proposal  of  a  Federal  Vhion  between  jSmeriea  and 
England. 

London,  11  October,  1780L 

Sir, 

The  consciousness  of  a  sincere  desire  to  promote 
the  interests  of  human  kind,  as  far  as  my  ccmfined 
abilities  and  humble  station  will  permit,  induces  me  to 
give  you  my  sentiments  upon  a  subject,  which,  I  have 
no  doubt,  is  ever  present  to  your  thoughts.  Excuse 
the  presumption ;  the  intention  is  honest ;  let  diis  con- 
sideration compensate  for  the  want  of  every  other 
qualification.  Independent  in  my  principles,  and  un- 
connected with  party,  I  speak  those  sentiments,  whidi 
circumstances  appear  to  me  to  dictate,  and  I  speak* 
them  without  reserve. 

A  federal  union  between  America  and  England,  upon 
the  broad  basis  of  mutual  convenience,  appears  to  me 
a  point  of  so  much  consequence,  that  I  cannot  con- 
ceive, in  the  present  circumstances,  how  either  country 
can  fuDy  enjoy  the  means  of  happiness,  which  ^indiri- 
gent  Providence  has  poured  forth  on  each  ivith  so 
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audi  proftwon,  unless  sach  mkm  immediitety  tfkit 

I  also  am  persuaded,  tliat  the  present  war,  between 
tUs  country  and  the  house  of  Bouihon,  is  of  so  p^ 
cuiiar  a  kind,  that  no  solid  reason  can  be  assigned  for 
its  continuance,  a  moment  after  America  and  Kngisnd 
shal  cordialiy  agree  upon  a  termination  of  their  dispuMi 

It  is  obviously  for  the  advantage  of  England,  thst 
America  riiould  employ  her  manubcturen,  and  that 
her  fleets  should  have  free  access  lo  the  shores,  bom 
whence  she  derived  those  various  souroea  of  strength, 
which  enabled  her  so  long  to  reign  the  unrivalled  aria- 
tress  of  the  deep. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  rising  States  of  Ameria^ 
wisely  btent  on  such  measures,  as  tend  to  mcrsnsa 
their  popufauion,  and  perfect  those  forms  of  dvi  poity^ 
which,  at  the  same  time  that  they  promise  intenml  se- 
curity and  happiness,  wiH  probably  estnbSsh  an  asj- 
lum  for  the  rest  of  manldnd,  must  derive  considerable 
advantage  from  the  free  importation  of  those  artidas^ 
which,  in  their  present  circumstanoes,  they  cannot  with 
convenience  manufacture  themselves.  And  why  should 
Enghmd  envy  to  France  and  Spain,  nay,  to  all  the 
world,  that  portion  of  trade,  whatever  that  be^  which 
suits  the  circumstances  of  each  power;  and  fitNn  which 
all  deriving  the  sources  of  rational  enjoyment  wouUt 
periiapsi  remain  in  the  same  ratio  as  at  present,  with 
respect  to  relative  strength?  How  strange,  therefore^ 
to  persevere  in  an  appeal  to  arms,  when  neutral 
est  and  the  tics  of  blood,  the  sameness  of 
fauiKuage,  and  bws,  so  loudly  call  for  peace  I  We 
might  reasonably  have  hoped,  that  m  the  course  of 
eightiH^n  centuries  the  Goi^  of  peace  might  have  sqg* 
gested  to  us  a  more  rational  mode  of  tc 
contests. 
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As  it  never  was  the  interest,  so  neith^  was  it  in 
fact  the  inclination,  of  the  English  people  to  break 
the  bonds  of  union  with  their  American  brethren,  until 
seduced  thereto  by  the  arts  of  designing  men.  Thdr 
motives  I  leave  to  themselves;  they  will  be  revealed 
in  their  day.  Had  the  English  people  been  equally 
represented  in  an  annual  Parliament,  that  Pariiament^ 
acting  in  strict  conformity  with  the  interests  of  its  con- 
stituents, would  have  seen,  that  every  consideration  re- 
quired, that  the  bond  of  union  between  the  countries 
should  be  preserved  inviolate.  It  would  have  perceived, 
that  those  restrictions,  which  were  the  ofiGsiHing  of  the 
occasion,  or  suggested  by  narrow  systems  of  policy, 
ought  to  have  been  removed,  the  moment  that  they 
occasioned  the  first  murmur  of  complaint  But,  unlu^)- 
pily  for  England,  the  love  of  arbitrary  sway  so  fiMr 
operated  upon  those,  who  most  are  exposed  to  its 
temptations,  as  to  engage  them  m  the  desperate  meas* 
ure  of  deluding  one  half  of  the  empire,  in  order  to 
subjugate  the  rest. 

The  period  of  this  delusion,  however,  is  now  r^)idly 
advancing  to  its  termination.  Calamity  has  brought 
home  the  perception  of  the  consequences,  attendant 
upon  national  error,  to  every  private  breast  It  has 
taught  us  wisdom,  and  has  begun  to  humanize  our 
hearts.  The  many  are  now  ready  to  exclaim,  in  the 
expressive  language  of  Scripture,  "  We  are  verily  guil- 
ty concemmg  our  brother,  in  that  we  saw  the  anguish 
of  his  soul  when  he  besought  us,  and  we  would  not 
hear;  therefore  is  this  evil  came  vpon  us.^  But  al- 
though the  people  are  disposed  to  accommodation,  a 
mighty  power  continues  to  oppose  itself  to  the  gen- 
eral wish.  And,  were  the  aristocratic  strength  of  our 
constitution  to  prevail  in  its  conflict  with  that  poww, 
I  am  far  from  being  satisfied,  that  a  general  and  per- 
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■Mneot  parificatkm  would  be  the  retolL  The 
nitioD  of  the  English  oonstitotioQ  to  its  prinevil  ptt- 
rity  appears  to  be  an  essential  preliniinaiy  to  an  bon* 
orable  and  hsting  peace. 

Peace  and  war  are  rebtian%  whidi  the  inhahitants 
of  different  countries  stand  m  to  each  odier.  In  this 
sense  the  people  of  America  are  not  at  war  with  the 
people  of  England.  The  btter,  having  lost  their  power 
of  setf-govemment,  are  merely  the  instruments  of  ad* 
ministration,  ne  pre$emt  war  it  a  wmr  fotesM  lis 
piopU  of  Jmerica  and  the  admmutratiam  of  Ikm  eam^ 
trjf.  Were  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  restored  to 
their  elective  rights,  and  other  constitutioul  franchise^ 
a  state  of  peace  would  immediately  ensue. 

Upon  this  idea  alone  can  America  ha?e  a  proper 
security  for  the  due  observance  of  that  aolean  cqoh 
pact,  which  I  should  rejoice  to  see  estahKAed  between 
my  native  country,  and  her  fifee  and  independent  States^ 
The  supporters  of  the  septennial  hiii»  at  the  time  that 
ramous  and  unconstitutioMl  measure  took  place,  strong- 
ly  msistcd  upon  the  advantage  that  wouU  ensue  from 
diat  increased  confidence,  which  foreign  nations  would 
thenceforth  repose  m  us,  on  account  of  the  consequent 
stability  of  our  public  counsels.  Experience  has  shown 
this  measure  to  have  been  founded  in  policy  the  most 
unwlne.  Reason  surely  dictates,  that  the  confidenoe^ 
which  nations  repose  in  each  others  public  cotinsel^ 
must  be  the  greatest,  when  the  agents  speak  the  real 
sentiments  of  their  constituent  bodies. 

It  is  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  changes  of  ses* 
thnent,  in  the  constituent  body  of  the  nation,  must  on* 
avoidably  l)e  gradual,  as  general  mterest,  always  sbw« 
ly  unveiling  itseH^  shall  direct  Whereas  the 
who  has  a  permanent  estate  m  his  office^  will  vary 
conduct  m  conformity  to  the  quick  revohiliQM  of 
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numerous  temptations,  to  which  views  of  private  m- 
t^^st,  and  prospects  of  power,  hourly  expose  him.  For 
England  therefore  to  be  free,  and  to  regain  the  con* 
fidence  of  nations,  her  Parliaments  must  be  free  and 
bdependent;  and  the  same  measure,  which  gives  in- 
dq)endency  to  the  English  Parliament,  will,  under  God's 
providence,  restore  to  us  peace  with  America  and  with 
all  the  worid. 

I  write  not  thus,  induced  thereto  solely  from  an  at- 
tachment to  my  native  soil ;  the  world  is  my  country ; 
and  the  region,  which  is  the  seat  of  freedom,  has  in 
my  eyes  charms  more  attractive  than  my  native  so9* 
I  write  not  thus  from  an  attachment  to  a  favorite  meas- 
ure, but  from  a  full  conviction,  that  such  a  jMreliminaiy 
as  I  have  mentioned,  being  inserted  in  every  propo- 
sition for  peace  on  the  part  of  America,  wduld  lay  a 
lasting  foundation  for  that  peace ;  and  would  be  a  per- 
petual seciuity  that  the  independence,  which  America 
so  jusdy  claims,  and  in  the  establishment  of  which 
every  nation  under  Heaven  is  interested,  would  never 
be  brought  mto  question  to  the  end  oi  time. 

The  sum  and  substance  of  what  I  urge  is  this ; 
that,  as  a  more  equal  representation  of  the  Englidi 
people,  in  annual  Parliaments,  is  a  pcnnt  essential  to 
the  restoration  of  our  freedom ;  it  is  equally  essential, 
as  a  foundation  for  a  federal  unicm  with  the  American 
States. 

After  all,  the  changes  in  the  affairs  of  men,  whether 
they  be  revolutions  in  the  fortunes  of  nations^  or  of 
individuals,  are  m  the  hands  of  Providence;  and  are 
directed  by  its  resistless  power  to  the  general  good. 
That  good  will  finally  prevail,  whatever  the  hearts  and 
heads  of  politicians  may  devise.  The  only  differences 
will  be,  a  difference  m  the  time  and  manner  in  whkli 
the  ends  of  Providence  are  brought  to  pass;  and  a 
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in  the  final  fitfe  of  those,  who  are  emplqjad 
M  the  means  of  their  accompKshroenL  The  fal  d»* 
itioycrs  of  their  species  shall  see  their  measures^  though 
planned  with  Machiavelian  policy*  and  fir  a  time  sue* 
cessful,  finally  abortive,  failing  b  the  atttinnienr  of  the 
evil  wished  for,  and  productife  of  the  good  they  hala 
On  the  contrary,  if  firtue,  honor,  seal  fir  the  ia* 
leiests  of  our  country  and  of  human  kind,  fivm  the 
oudbe  of  the  character,  the  agent  of  Heafen  wil  be 
renowned  in  his  day ;  and  long  fiiturity,  through  eveqr 
successive  age,  shall  impart  bcrease  of  gloiy.  The 
joys  of  self-complacency  shall  gild  the  evenmg  of  his 
days.  They  wjll  also  be  the  earnest  of  a 
which  will  know  no  bounds.    I  am,l&e. 

JOHV  Jl 


mOM  JOHV  ADAMa  TO  B.  wmAMmtiM. 

4 


Sn, 

M.  de  NeufviDe  this  monung  brou|^  to  me  a  nun- 
her  of  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  upon  Mr.  Laurens^ 
b  the  month  of  July,  amountbg  to  seven  or  eight 
hundred  pounds  stcrlbg,  and  bformed  me,  that  your 
Ezoellenc y  bad  declined  becoming  responsible  fir  thw^ 
and  referred  him  to  me.  I  have  bquked  of  Mr.  Searle^ 
who  informs  me,  there  are  about  twenty  thousand 
pounds  in  such  bilb  now  on  their  way. 

If  there  were  only  seven  or  eight  hundred  pounds^ 
I  would  accept  them  for  the  honor  of  the  United  Stales^ 
and  run  the  venture  of  bebg  able  to  pay  them,  by 
borrowing,  or  some  way  or  other;  but  twenty  thousand 
pounds  is  much  beyond  my  private  cfediL 

I  have  been  and  am,  pursuing  al   those 
to  which  I  am  advised  by 

TOL.  Till.  66 
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ment  I  can  justi:y  placing  confidence,  and  am  not 
without  hopes  of  succeeding  in  some  measure;  bat  I 
have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  any  money,  nor 
any  certsdnty  of  obtaining  any  in  future.  I  write  thisi 
therefore,  to  your  Excellency,  that,  if  you  could  see 
your  way  clear  to  become  responsible  for  these  bilb 
for  the  present,  I  will  engage  to  see  them  paid  wiih 
the  money  I  may  borrow  here,  if  I  borrow  enough 
before  the  term  for  their  payment  expires,  or  as  much 
of  them  as  I  shall  be  able  to  borrow ;  but  in  this  case, 
if  I  should  not  succeed  m  obtaming  the  money,  your 
Excellency  will  be  answerable.  I  should  be  sorry  that 
the  credit  of  the  United  States  should  .sufii^  any  stain, 
and  would  prevent  it  if  I  could ;  but  at  present  it  it 
not  in  my  power. 

The  successes  of  the  English  at  the  southward,  add- 
ed to  the  many  causes  that  obstructed  our  credit  in 
this  republic  before,  some  of  which  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  explain,  will  render  a  loan  here  difficult; 
but  I  still  hope  not  quite  impracticable.  I  hate  the 
honor  to  be,  &c 

John  Adams. 


TO  SIR  GRST  COOPER,  SECRETARY  TO  THE  TREASVmT 
OF  GREAT  BRITAIir. 

Requesting  Relief  far  Mr.  LaurtM^  Prisoner  m 
the  Tower. 

Paisy,  7  November,  1780. 

Sir; 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Laurens,  an  American  gen- 
tleman, for  whom  I  have  a  great  esteem,  is  a  prisoner 
in  the  Tower,  and  that  his  health  suffers  by  the  close- 
ness and  rigor  of  his  confinement    As  I  do  not  thiidc 
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dMt  jroar  aiiairs  recerre  any  adftntage  from  the  hirrii 
Mss  of  this  proceeding,  I  take  the  freedom  of  requeiK 
mg  your  kind  interpoaitkNi,  to  obtam  fir  Um  sudi  a 
degree  of  air  and  Uberty,  on  hit  parole  or  olherwiae^ 
aa  may  be  necessary  for  his  health  and  oooafiMl  The 
fJDrtuiie  of  war,  which  is  daily  changing,  may  poaably 
put  it  m  my  power  to  do  the  like  good  office  for  some 
fiiend  of  yours,  which  I  shaD  perform  with  much  pleas- 
ure, not  only  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  but  m  reqiect 
to  the  ashes  of  our  former  friendship*  Whh  great  re* 
gard,  I  hare  die  honor  to  be,  Itc 


raoM  covirr  ds  TKnoBNNBs  to  b.  nuarELor. 
Tranabtioii. 


Sib, 

I  hare  received  the  letter,  which  you  dkl  bm  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  19th  instant,  and  with  it  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  ordering  drafts  upon  yon  to 
the  amount  of  about  one  milUon  four  hundred  then 
sand  lirres.  You  can  easily  imagine  my  astonishBianf 
at  your  request  of  the  necessary  funds  to  meet  theae 
drafts,  since  you  perfectly  well  know  the  extraordmaqr 
eiTorts,  which  I  hare  made  thus  far  to  assist  you,  and 
to  su|)p<irt  your  credit;  and  especiaDy  since  you  can 
not  have  forKottcn  the  demands  you  faUely  made  upon 
me.  Nevertheless,  Sir,  I  am  very  desirous  of 
you  out  of  the  embarrassed  situation  in  whidi  tl 
repeated  drafts  of  Congress  have  pbced  you ;  and  tat 
this  purpose  I  shall  endeavour  lo  procure  for  yon,  fir 
thcr  next  year,  the  same  aki  that  I  have  been  able  to 
furnish  in  the  course  of  the  present    I  cannot  bet  be- 
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lieve,  Sir,  that  Congress  will  faithfully  abide  by  what 
it  now  promises  you,  that  in  future  no  drafts  shall  be 
made  upon  you,  unless  the  necessary  funds  are  sent 
to  meet  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  with 
great  smcerity,  &c 

De  YEROEinrES. 


VROM    CHARLES   VERNON,   LIEUTI;N ANT- GOVERNOR    OF 
THE    TOWER   OF   LONDON,   TO    SIR   GREY   COOPER. 

Mr.  Laurens^a  Treatment  in  the  Tower. 

Hampstead,  27  November,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  much  ashamed  to  thmk,  that  I  shall  appear  so 
dilatory  m  answering  the  favor  of  your  letter ;  but  the 
truth  is,  I  was  not  in  town  when  the  messenger  left 
it  in  Cork  Street,  and  by  the  neglect  of  my  servants 
I  received  it  only  on  Sunday  last  I  went  immedi- 
ately  to  the  Tower,  to  know  from  Mr.  Laurens  him- 
self, if  he  had  any  cause  of  complaint,  and  if  he  had 
availed  himself  of  the  indulgence  allowed  him  by  the 
secretary  of  state,  of  walking  within  the  Tower  when* 
ever  it  was  agreeable  to  himself.  His  answer  to  me 
was  full  and  frank  to  the  questions,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived every  reasonable  indulgence  smce  his  confine- 
ment, and  that,  by  the  liberty  allowed  him  of  walking, 
he  found  his  health  much  mended.  He  said,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  had  always  thought  himself  highly 
honored  by.  the  distinguished  place  of  his  confinement, 
and  regretted  much  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make 
known  to  all  the  worid  the  acknowledgments  he  had 
more  than  once  made  to  me  upon  this  subject 

I  beg  you  will  do  me  the  favor  to  communicate 
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these  particulars  to  Lord  George  Oermain  as  soott  as 
ooDvenieot    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  &€• 


moM  sia  oaBT  coopsa  to  a.  peankus; 

n  i7aa 


Sia, 

I  hare  reoeiTed  the  honor  of  your  letter,  b  which 
joa  acquainted  me,  that  yon  understood  that  the  heafek 
of  Mr.  Laurens  sufiered  by  the  cioseness  and  rigor  ef 
hb  confinement  in  the  Tower;  and,  after  coBpUnBig 
of  the  harshness  of  the  proceeding,  you  request  ae  to 
endeavour  to  obtab  for  Mr.  Laurens  such  a  degree  ef 
air  and  liberty,  as  may  be  necessaiy  far  his  heakh  and 
comfort.  The  encbsed  letter,  which  I  received  iosa 
the  lieutenant-governor  of  the  Tower,  wiD  show  that 
I  have  not  been  inattentive  lo  your  request,  and  at 
the  same  time  prove,  that  the  mteUigence  you  receive 
of  what  passes  in  this  country,  is  not  always  to  be 
depended  on  for  its  accuracy  and  coirectness.  I  have 
tlie  honor  to  be.  Sue 

Grbt   COOPBI. 


*  Th«»  tpfmr  of  the  fitn^pMiif  doM  nol  ^m4r«U  viik  0» 
•sprMM^d  bjr  Mr.  lAiff^fii,  abool  a  ymv  •fttfrwrnvA^  ta  Ui  ptlHAm  ti 
Iht  Hoow  of  i^dONooaiii  writtM  hf  MmOT  ui  te  Tomt,  vsk  • 
iMd  pencil,  OB  •  blaak  feaf  q(  mi  ocUvo  book,  %mA  prmltlj 
to  Mr.  Ittirk**,  wbo  prMentiHl  H  in  tUt  flCit*  lo  tlw  Houm.  la  Mi 
pHitinn,  a^trd  IWember  Tth,  I7H1,  ht  exprMriy  iIMM;  **Tkal  km  m 
capitin-<1  on  Uk*  Amrnemn  tmt^  aM  ttmmM94  Id  te  Tbwf  m  te 
(Ml  .if  (H-titU-r,  17HI,  bring  ihrii  daiiirrrtiu«ly  iU;  tbftt  ia  lb*  shm 
imr  ht«  )i«ii  in  nMHT  rmpM-fa.  p«rtiraUrfy  by  b«Mif  4>prir»4  {w¥k  wmf 
IMe  rx<-rpu«»n)  of  Uw  vwiti  ud  ciiai  iUUmi  «f  bk  cMUtm  tad  sMv 
ffvlali«.ns  and  fnradBi  mSvred  amkr  %  degivt  of  rifar,  alBHili  if  aal 
%]|u|:i  t)irr«  lUM-gainpIrd  in  nini|i*ni  RniMb  llirtorj.  TiMtt  Aval  Img 
conAnrnwnt  tnd  th«»  vtnt  of  pmp^r  ei^friw,  tad  iJlini  < 
hw  h-Mltlr  )i«ift!th  i>  grrmt\f  iaipaifad,  and  that  IM  li  aav  fa  a  lai 
■V  icaitr  ^c    Bm  .fciaiiil  Jliyiihr  far  ITSI,  |k  aSH^W.  T.  F. 

Tou  Till.  mm 
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FROM    JOHN   ADAMS   TO    B.    FRAIfKLIir. 

Affairs  in  Holland. 

Amsterdam,  30  November,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  was  duly  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  8th  of 
October  by  Mr.  Searle.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  iot  enclos- 
ing the  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  my  salary  and 
Mr.  Dana's.  I  wish  I  could  see  a  prospect  of  retiev- 
ing  you  from  this  burden,  as  well  as  that  of  the  bflls 
d*  exchange  drawn  upon  Mr.  Laurens ;  but  at  present 
there  is  not  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a  shilUng.  What 
turn  afi^rs  may  take,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee.  Some 
gentlemen  tell  me,  that  a  few  months,  or  mdeed  weekly 
may  produce  events  which  wiU  open  the  purses  to 
me ;  but  I  think  that  our  want  of  credit  here  is  owing 
to  causes,  that  are  more  perman^!it.  I  never  had  any 
just  idea  of  this  country  until  I  came  here ;  if,  indeed, 
I  have  now.  I  have  received  money  of  the  Ifouse 
of  Homeca,  Fizeau,  and  Grand,  on  account  of  Mr. 
F.  Grand  of  Paris,  for  my  subsistence;  and,  if  joa 
have  no  objection,  I  will  continue  m  this  way. 

Mr.  Searle's  conversation  is  a  cordial  to  me.  He 
gives  a  charming,  sanguine  representation  of  our  af- 
fairs, such  as  I  am  very  well  disposed  to  bdieve,  and 
such  as  I  should  give  myself,  if  mterrogated,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  But  we  have  a 
hard  conflict  to  go  through  yet. 

The  correspondence,  you  mention,  between  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Coimt  de  Vergennes  and  me,  I  transmk- 
ted  regulariy  to  Congress  m  the  season  of  it  from 
Paris,  and  other  copies  since  my  arrival  in  Amster- 
dam, both  without  any  comments. 

The  letter  I  mentioned,  I  believe  was  from  your 
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Excellency  to  M.  Dumas,  who  tnfomis  mo,  that  there 
has  been  none  to  the  Grand  Pen»onan\  but  the  one 
whk'h  your  Excellency  wrote  when  I  was  at  Pastsy* 
which  I  rememlKT  very  well  The  republic,  it  i*  said, 
for  it  is  hard  to  come  at  the  truth,  have  on  the  one 
hand  a(*(H*ded  to  the  armed  neutrality,  and  on  the  other 
have  diMvowed  the  conduct  of  Amsterdain.  This,  it 
is  lioped,  will  appease  all  nations  for  the  present,  and 
it  may  for  what  I  know.  We  shall  see.  I  should  be 
the  less  surprised  at  (ireat  Britain*s  treating  the  United 
Provinces  like  an  English  colony,  if  I  did  not  everjT 
day  hear  the  language  and  sentiments  of  English  col* 
onists.  But,  if  she  treats  all  her  colonies  with  e(|ual 
tyranny,  it  may  make  them  all  in  time  equally  inde* 
pendent 

A  gentleman  here  has  received  a  oommisMB  fnm 
England,  to  hire  as  many  resseb  as  he  possibly  cei^ 
to  carry  troops  to  America.  This  I  have  certain  io* 
formation  of.  It  is  also  given  out,  that  Sir  Josepk 
Yorke  has  demanded  and  obtained  permissbn  of  the 
StAtes  to  do  it;  but  this,  I  believe,  is  an  English  re* 
port  It  is  also  said,  that  the  buiyomasters  of  the  city 
have  signified  abroail,  that  it  would  be  disagreeable,  if 
anybody  should  hire  the  ships.  But  this  may  be  only 
Arm/.  It  shows  the  English  want  of  shipping,  their 
intrntjon  to  send  tnio|>H,  and  their  cunning  to  get  away 
from  this  nation  both  their  ships  and  seamen.  1  have 
the  honor  to  be,  iic 

JoilJf    AOAMti 
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TO    JAMES    LOVELL. 

Embarrassed  with  the  numerous  Drafts  from 
Congress. 

Passy,  2  December,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  several  favors  of  August  the 
16th  and  September  the  7th,  with  the  resolves  of 
Congress  for  drawing  on  me  bills,  extraordinary,  to  the 
amount  of  near  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  To 
keep  up  the  credit  of  Congress,  I  had  already  engaged 
for  those  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  You  cannot  ccm- 
ceive  how  much  these  things  perplex  and  distress  me ; 
for,  the  practice  of  this  government  being  yearly  to  ap- 
portion the  revenue  to  the  several  expected  serfice^ 
any  after  demands  made,  which  the  treasuiy  is  not 
lumished  to  supply,  meet  with  great  difficulty,  and  are 
very  disagreeable  to  the  ministers.  To  enable  me  to 
look  these  drafts  in  the  face,  I  have  agreed  to  a  pro- 
posal contained  in  the  enclosed  letter  to  the  Presid«[ity 
of  furnishing  provisions  to  the  ling's  forces  in  Amer- 
ica, which  proposal  I  hope  will  be  approved  and  exe- 
cuted, and  that  the  Congress  wiD  strictly  comply  with 
the  assurance  you  have  given  me,  not  to  draw  on  Bie 
any  more  without  first  knowing  that  they  have  fiinds 
in  my  hands. 

I  wrote  to  you  more  fully  by  Captain  Jcmes.  He 
sailed  some  time  since,  in  the  .Srielf  but  met  vwth  a 
severe  storm,  that  entirely  dismasted  him,  and  obliged 
him  to  put  back  for  France.  He  has  been  long  re- 
fitting, but  will  sail  again  soon.  Every  thing  goes  well 
here.     With  great  esteem,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 
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TO  THE  raniDBirr  or  comi 

to  JwrniMk  the  Drtmek  TVwyii  wilk  Pn* 


The  nmnj  aratual  advantagesi  lint  muit  iriie  ii«i 
currioff  into  oiecotion  llio  DmxMiliQB  ilraidT  oon^ 
mviiicated  to  Gongrestp  of  fiimiiiiiiig  proraioM  to  tko 
King's  forces  in  Americi^  to  bo  pnid  for  Im% 
I  make  no  doubt,  dready  induced  tbem  to  begii 
opention«  But,  as  the  prcpoaition  bas  lately  been  re* 
newed  to  me,  on  occasion  of  my  requesting  fiirtbar 
aids  of  money,  to  answer  the  unexpected  drifts  draim 
upon  me,  ordered  by  the  resohitioBS  of  May  and  AqgHt 
last,  which  diafts  it  is  abaolutely  neceawiy  I  dmid 
find  funds  to  pay;  and  as  the  Congraas  ham  loqg 
desired  to  have  the  means  of  formmg  fiinds  n  Europe^ 
and  an  easier,  cheaper,  and  safer  method  cannol  poa* 
Aly  be  oontrifed;  and  as  I  aee^  by  the  Jni— ils  of 
February,  that  the  seretal  States  wen  to  fiHnish  pro- 
visions in  quantities,  instead  of  supplies  in  soMy* 
whereby  much  will  be  in  the  disposition  of  Coiyeas; 
I  flatter  myself  that  they  wiU  not  disapprove  of  my 
engaging  in  their  behalf  with  the  nMnietfr  of  the  fins* 
ces  here,  that  they  will  cause  to  be  dehverad  fir  the 
King's  land  and  sea  farces  in  Noith  America  aoch 
provisiions,  as  may  be  wanted  fioa  time  to  tioM^  to  tko 
amount  of  four  hundred  thousand  dolfan,  the  said  pro- 
visions to  be  iumished  at  the  cunvnt  prices^  fir  wfaioh 
they  might  be  bought  with  silver  specta» 

I  have  constantly  done  my  utOMsC  to  wpport  the 
credit  of  Congress,  by  procuring  wherewith  punctna|y 
to  pay  all  their  diaft%  and  1  have  no  doiAl  of  tkm 

VOL.  VUL  66  Eft* 
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care  to  support  mine  in  this  instance  by  fulfilling  hon- 
orably my  engagement ;  in  which  case,  receipts  in  due 
form  should  be  taken  of  the  person  to  whom  the  pro- 
visions are  delivered  in  the  several  States,  and  those 
receipts  sent  to  me  here.    With  great  respect,  &c. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S.  This  value,  four  hundred  thousand  doDarSy 
is  to  be  considered  as  exclusive  of  any  provisions  al- 
ready furnished ;  but  the  receipts  for  those  should  also 
be  sent  me,  if  not  paid  for  there. 


TO    THE   president   OF   CONGRESS. 

tiviiy  of  Mr.  Laurens.  —  Memorial  of  Sir  Joseph 
Torke.  —  Delay  a  in  sending  Supplies.  —  Portuguese 
Ship  captured  by  an  American  Cruiser. 

PtMy,  3  December,  17801 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  12th  of  July  past, 
by  Mr.  Searle,  and  have  paid  the  bills  drawn  on  me 
by  order  of  Congress,  in  favor  of  the  President  and 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  for  one  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ling, which  were  presented  by  him.  He  is  at  present 
in  Holland. 

The  news  of  Mr.  Laurens  having  been  taken  must 
have  reached  you  long  since;  he  is  confined  in  the 
Tower,  but  of  late  has  some  more  liberty  for  taking  air 
and  exercise  than  first  was  allowed  him.  Certain  pa- 
pers found  with  him  relating  to  the  drafts  of  a  treaty 
proposed  in  Holland,  have  been  sent  over  to  the 
Stadtholder,  who  laid  them  before  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, who  communicated  them  to  the  government  of 
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the  city  of  Amstenlam,  which  justified  the  truisKtioiL 
This  has  drawn  from  Engbmd  a  memorial,  deliverad 
by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  demanding,  that  the  Penniopaiy 
and  magistrates  of  that  city  should  be  punished,  and 
declaring,  that  the  King  will  resent  a  refusal  of  the 
States  to  comply  with  this  demand.  What  answer 
will  l>e  given  to  this  insolent  memorial,  we  do  not  yet 
know.  But  I  hear  it  has  produced  much  displeasure 
b  Holland;  and  it  is  thought  to  have  occasioned  a 
more  |>rompt  accession  to  the  armed  neutrality,  which 
hail  before  met  with  obstructions  from  the  Engliah 
party  there. 

Wc  have  met  with  a  variety  of  unaccountable  delays 
and  tliflicuities  in  the  affair  of  shippmg  the  ck>thmg  and 
storus.  The  Miance  went  away  without  taking  her 
part.  The  .Iriel  sailed,  but  met  a  storm  at  sea,  that 
dismsisteil  hiT,  and  obliged  her  to  return  to  France. 
Sht*  is  neariy  again  ready  to  sail  Mr.  Ross,  with  his 
cargo  ol*  (*lothes  in  the  Duke  of  LnnUer^  sailed  under 
convoy  of  the  .frir/,  but  did  not  return  with  her,  and 
I  ho|K*  may  get  safe  to  America.  The  great  ship  we 
hired  to  come  to  L*(>rient,  and  take  in  the  rest  of 
what  wc  had  to  send,  ha^i  l»een  kmg  unexpectedly  de« 
tajncil  at  Honleaux.  I  am  afrakl  the  anny  has  suflSer* 
ed  tor  wiuit  of  the  dothes;  but  it  has  been  as  impoa* 
sible  for  ine  to  avoid,  as  it  was  to  foresee,  these  dela3ra. 

Till*  late  niiiiister  of  the  marine  here,  M.  de  Sartioe^ 
is  nMiio\ed,  and  IiLh  plaice  supplied  by  M.  le  Marqub 
di*  C\i>incs.  Hut  this  change  d<H?s  not  affect  the  gen* 
enil  system  of  the  court,  which  continues  favorable 
to  us. 

I  have  received  a  copy  of  tht*  resolutions  of  Coo* 
f^n-HH  ol  the  19th  of  May,  and  the  9th,  l&th,  23il,  and 
\M\\\  ol'  August,  din^*ting  bills  to  Im*  drawn  tm  me  fior 
near  time  huudred   thousand  doOank      1  shall  aooqit 
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the  bills,  hopmg  the  Congress  will  s^)prove  oC  and 
readily  comply  with  the  proposition,  coDtaiaed  in  a  let- 
ter to  your  Excellency,  accompanying  this^  dated  the 
2d  instant  Probably  an  answer  may  airiye  here  be- 
fore many  of  those  bills  shall  become  due,  as  few  of 
diem  are  yet  arrived.  If  that  answer  ratifies  tfae 
agreement  I  have  made,  I  shall  have  no  difficulty  in 
findmg  means  to  pay  the  rest  If  not,  I  shall  scarce 
be  able  to  bear  the  reproaches  of  merchants,  that  I 
have  misled  them  to  their  loss  by  my  aooeptatioii8| 
which  gave  a  promise  of  payment,  that,  not  being  fid- 
filled,  has  deranged  their  affairs ;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
power  I  am  told  the  Consul's  Court  has  here  over  the 
persons,  even  of  mmisters,  m  the  case  of  bills  of  ex- 
change. Let  me,  therefore,  beg  your  Excellency  to  use 
your  endeavours  with  Congress,  that  this  matter  may 
be  immediately  attended  to. 

Mr.  Jay,  no  doubt,  has  acquainted  you  with  his  dif- 
ficulties respecting  the  drafts  upon  him.  I  am  sony 
I  cannot  extricate  him,  but  I  hope  he  will  still  find 
means. 

The  MarSj  an  armed  ship  bebnging  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  in  her  way  to  France,  took  and  sent  to 
New  England  a  Portuguese  ship  bound  to  Cork,  with 
salt,  belonging  to  some  merchants  there.  The  Pcxtu- 
guese  captam,  who  is  brought  in  here,  complams  heavily 
of  ill  usage  and  plunder,  besides  taking  his  vessel;  and 
the  ambassador  of  that  nation  has  communicated  to 
me  these  complaints,  together  with  all  the  papers  prov- 
ing the  property  of  the  vessel,  &C.,  rejHesenting  at  the 
same  time  the  good  disposition  of  the  Queen  towards 
our  States,  and  his  wishes  that  nothing  might  lessen 
it,  or  tend  to  prevent  or  delay  a  complete  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  nations.  I  advised,  diat  the 
owners  should  send  over  their  daim,  and  empowier 
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some  pawn  to  protecute  it,  b  which  CMe  I  did  nol 
doubt  our  courts  would  do  them  justioe.  I  hope  the 
Congress  may  think  fit  to  take  some  notice  of  thai 
afiair»  and  not  only  forward  a  speedy  decisaon,  but  giie 
orders  to  our  cmisers  not  to  meddle  with  aeutrri 
ships  for  the  future,  it  bang  a  practice  apt  to  pro» 
duoe  ill  bfeod,  and  oontrsry  to  the  spirit  of  the  new 
league,  which  b  approved  by  al  Enrope;  and  the 
English  piopaty  found  b  such  vessels,  will  hardly  pay 
the  damages  brought  on  us  by  the  ineguhr  proceed* 
bgs  of  our  captabs  b  endeavouring  to  get  at  such 
property.  With  the  greatest  reqiect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &C.  &  Fbavkuv. 


TO  CBABLBi  W.   F.  DITIIAS. 

Tmmf,  a  Dssiste,  ITMl 

DcAn  Sn, 

I  have  before  ase  youra  of  the  <Hh  and  16th  of 
Noveml>er,  which  I  thbk  are  the  bst  I  received  horn 
you.  With  regard  to  the  augmentation  of  yoor  sali» 
ry,  I  woukl  not  have  you  place  too  great  a  depend- 
ence on  it,  lest  a  disappobtment  shouU  thereby  be 
rendered  more  aillictbg. 

ir  a  good  peace  were  once  established,  ire  dmdd 
soon  be  richer,  and  better  able  to  reward  those  tlM 
serve  us.  At  pit»ent  the  expense  of  the  war  hanfi 
heavy  on  the  United  States,  and  we  cannot  pay  tte 
old  and  rich  kbgdoma.  Mr.  William  Lee  has,  aa  yon 
obsicr^'e,  acted  very  impnidendy  b  that  aftir;  hot  per* 
hap!i  jufme  good  may  come  of  it 

Mr.  Adams  has  written  to  me  few  a  eopy  of  a  leMv 

I  fiirmeriy  wrote  to  .    If  you  have  soch  a  eat 

please  to  give  it  to  him.    I  biagine  that  he 
means  a  letter  I  wrote  to  you»  b  whtch  I 
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ed  our  girl  as  a  joUy  one,  and  who  would  be  a  good 
fortune  in  time,  &c.  I  have  no  copy  of  that  If  you 
still  have  that  letter,  please  to  give  Mr.  Adams  a  copy 
of  that  also. 

I  wish  much  to  see  the  answer,  that  th^  High 
Mightinesses  will  give  to  the  insolent  memorial  present- 
ed by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke.  If  they  comply  with  it,  and 
punish  or  censure  the  Pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  I  shall 
think  it  a  pierre  de  touche  for  die  Stadthdder,  as  w^ 
as  for  the  King  of  England ;  and  that  neither  Mr.  Ad- 
ams will  be  safe  at  Amsterdam,  not  our  shq[>s  in  any 
port  of  Holland.  Let  me  therefore  know,  by  the  earliest 
means,  the  turn  this  aflfair  is  like  to  take,  that  I  may 
advertise  oiu*  government  and  our  merchants.  I  am, 
&C.  B.  Frankun. 


VROM   SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,   PRESIDXirr  Ol*  OOlf- 
ORESS,   TO  B.   FRANKLIV. 

hstructums  for  procuring  a  further  Loan  m  France. 

PhiUdalphia,  1  Jamniy,  1781. 

Sir, 
You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  letter  address- 
ed to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  also  a  copy  of  the 
same  for  your  information,  together  with  instnictioitf 
of  the  29th  oi  November  and  27th  of  December  for 
your  government  on  the  important  subject  contained  in 
the  letter  to  the  Eang  of  France;  likewise  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  given  to  Colonel  Laurens  oa  the  same 
subject,  and  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  re» 
qpecting  the  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Russia.* 
■  '  II  »  1 1  ■    PI  1 1  I  ^ 

*  See  the  tbofve  papen  ia  DiphmaHe  ComtMfwndmct^  Vol.  IIL  jpi 
176,  185;  Vol.  IX. p.  199.— Jotirmi(9  ^  Omgnat,  OcUJbtr  SO,  ITSa 
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By  tbete  dapatches  you  wil  be  mfarmed,  dwl  Gol^ 
Del  Laurens  b  oomiDg  to  FVuicei  dmgfoA  widi  a  ip9» 
ctal  oomouiBioiit  with  yoir  adviee  and  mflMBoe,  to 
•olicii  the  aids  in  nooey  and  other  artides  refared  to 
in  his  instnictbns.  It  b  probable  he  wil  sail  ioai 
America  in  some  fifteen  or  twenty  days  from 
You  will  observe,  nefertheies%  thai  it  is  the 
and  expectatim  of  Congress*  that  yoa  shodd  not  d** 
by  any  measures  fior  obtaming  the  aids  rsqiiestad»  nor 
wait  for  the  arrind  of  Mr.  Lanrens» 

An  estimate  of  the  aids  reqnesled,  eioept  the  twealf* 
fire  millions  of  livresi  yon  have  already  received  the 
last  year ;  and  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  b  iansidpg 
such  aids  as  may  be  obtained. 

Your  wisdom,  prudence,  and  seal  fior  the  prosperilf 

of  the  United  States,  render  it firsssary  fior  me  to 

add  any  persuasives  on  thb  hnportant  subject    I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  Itc 

SAMinu.  HmrmrwroiVt 


raoM  M.  DC  MAaaois  to  n.  rnAWKLor. 

Exertions  of  Dr.  f)ramUM9  DmgkUr  m  prsMrmf  Ap» 
pkei  o/ClotkmgJor  tts  Jmmem  SMi€n. 


4  1i 

Sin, 

I  have  desired  Colonel  Laurens  to  reoal  bm  per* 
ticubrlv  to  your  recollection,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he 
will  faithftiUy  do  so.  SiiD  1  cannot  help  wbyng,  kr 
my  own   satisfaction,  to  say  a  fisw  words  to  you  ef 

•  U.  4»  Mmftai  WM  8m«Imj  to  Urn  fmrnk  I  igiiiw  is  te  UriM 
8totr«. 
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persons  here,  whom  I  know  to  be  very  dear  to  you. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache  and  their  children  are  in  excel- 
lent health.  Mrs.  Bache  does  not  yet  give  up  the 
hope  of  gomg  to  see  you  in  France,  and  I  urge  her 
much  to  make  the  voyage. 

If  there  are  in  Europe  any  women,  who  need  a 
model  of  attachment  to  domestic  duties,  and  love  for 
their  country,  Mrs.  Bache  may  be  pointed  out  to  them 
as  such.  She  passed  a  part  of  the  last  year  m  exer- 
tions to  rouse  the  zeal  of  the  Pennsylvania  ladies ;  and 
she  made  on  thb  occasion  such  a  happy  use  of  the 
ek)quence,  which  you  know  she  possesses,  that  a  large 
part  of  the  American  army  was  provided  with  shirts^ 
bought  with  their  money,  or  made  by  thar  hands. 
In  her  applications  for  this  purpose,  she  showed  the 
most  mdefatigable  zeal,  and  the  most  imwearied  per- 
severance, and  a  courage  in  asking,  which  surpassed 
even  the  obstinate  reluctance  of  the  Quakers  in  re* 
fusmg.  Rivington  tried  to  turn  her  zeal  into  ridicule. 
Her  patriotism,  he  called  superstition  and  fodish  fa- 
naticism ;  he  pretended,  that  her  officiousness  went  be- 
yond all  bounds.  In  a  word,  she  could  not  have  been 
praised  more  skilfully.* 

This  honest  Rivmgton  made  a  fairer  hit,  in  pub- 
lishing lately  a  number  of  mtercepted  letters.  Yo« 
will  see  them  in  the  English  papers;  th»^<m  I  will 
not  anticipate  the  reflections  they  will  lead  you  to  make. 
Congress  was  wise  enough  to  take  no  notice  of  them. 
The  English  may  find  there  new  proofs  of  the  wants 
of  the  allies,  but  they  can  see  neither  discouragement, 
nor  despondency,  nor  disaffecti(m,  nor  the  least  trace 
of  coldness  between  these  allies,  nor  the  shadow  of 


*  See  two  letters  from  General  Washington  to  Mrs.  Bache  and  oUiar 
ladies  on  this  subject,  in  fFa$kinglon*M  WrUingt,  VoL  VH.  pp.  376|  408. 
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a  desire  to  draw  nearer  to  themaehrw;  nd  thaft  ia 
certainly  what  they  would  moat  daaire  to  find.  I  ai^ 
with  great  respect,  Sir,  kjc 

Dn 


P.  &  The  Chevalier  de  la  Laxeme  bega  to  pre- 
sent  you  his  respectful  compliments.  Have  the  good- 
ness  also  to  remember  us  to  your  grandaon. 


TO   BKIIJAMIIf   WATERHOUaC* 


la  luavy^  net 

Sia, 

I  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  16th  paat» 
enclosing  one  from  my  dear  firiend.  Dr.  FolhergiL  I 
was  happy  to  hear  from  him,  that  he  was  quile  free 
of  the  disorder  that  had  like  to  have  removed  him  last 
summtT.  But  I  had  soon  after  a  letter  from  another 
frieiul,  acquainting  me,  that  he  was  agam  dangeroorij 
ill  of  the  same  makdy;  and  the  newspapers  have 
since  announced  his  death.  I  condole  with  you  moal 
sincerely  on  this  occasion.  I  think  a  worthier  maa 
never  liveiL  Fur,  l>esides  his  constant  raadineas  ID 
sene  his  friencK  he  was  always  studying  and  project* 
ing  «>mething  for  the  good  of  hb  country  and  of  bmr- 
kiiul  ill  Kc'Dcral,  and  putting  others,  who  had  it  m 
their  [Miwc*r,  on  executmg  what  was  out  of  his  own 
rpach;  hut  whatever  was  within  it  he  took  cara  ID 
do  himM^f;  and  his  bcrediMe  industry 
activity  enabled  him  to  do  much  more 
hi*  ever  known,  hb  modesty  being  equal  to  Ua  other 
virtues. 

I  shall  taktf  care  to  fcrward  his  letter  to  Mr. 


*  At  tki  Uh 

VOL.  VHL  67  aa 
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bertoiL  Enclosed  is  one  I  have  just  receired  under 
cover  frcmi  that  gentleinan.  You  will  take  care  to 
convey  it  by  some  safe  opportunity  to  Lond(Hi. 

With  hearty  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  success 
in  your  profession,  and  that  you  may  be  a  good  copy 
of  your  deceased  relation,  I  am  your  fiiend  and  hum* 
ble  senrant,  B.  FRAKKUir. 


TO   CHARLES   W.   F.   DUMAS. 

Pb88X,  18  Janoaiy,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  been  favored  by  yours  of  De- 
cember 1st,  7th,  14th,  21st,  25th,  and  January  1st,  by 
which  you  have  kept  me  constantly  well  informed  of 
the  state  of  affairs.  Accept  my  thanks.  Tou  naay  de* 
pend  on  my  mentioning  your  diligence  and  sendees  to 
Congress  in  the  manner  they  merit 

Though  I  have  been  some  weeks  free  from  the 
gout,  my  feet  are  still  tender,  and  my  knees  feeble ;  so 
that  going  up  and  down  stairs  is  exceedingly  difficult 
and  inconvenient  to  me.  This  has  prevented  my  go- 
ing much  out,  so  that  I  had  not  the  honor  I  wished, 
of  waiting  on  the  ambassador  when  he  was  here,  and 
paying  the  respects  I  owe  him;  and  he  returned 
suddenly. 

I  much  approve  of  the  step  you  took  the  16th  of 
December,  before  Messrs.  Adams  and  Searie.  I  re- 
ceived a  copy.  I  wondered  to  find  that  you  had  not 
in  Holland,  on  the  28th,  received  the  dedaratkNOi  of 
war,  but  have  since  learnt  how  it  happened.  Surely 
there  never  was  a  more  unjust  war;  it  is  manifestly 
such  fit>m  their  own  manifesto.  The  spini  of  rapme 
dictated  it;  and,  in  my  opinion,  every  man  in  England 
who  fits  out  a  privateer  to  take  advantage  of  it,  has 
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the  same  spirit,  and  wouM  rob  on  the  Iqghwajr  b  Ul 
own  country,  if  be  was  not  restrained  by  ficar  of  tbe 
gallows.  They  have  qualified  poor  Captain  Jones  wkh 
the  tide  of  pirate,  who  was  only  at  war  with  England; 
but,  if  it  be  a  good  definition  of  a  pinM,  that  he  ii 
hostu  hummni  gemm^  they  are  much  more  pirales  than 
he,  having  aheady  made  great  pi  egress  towards  being 
at  war  with  all  the  world  If  God  gQvemSi  as  I  finnlf 
believe,  it  is  impossible  such -wickedness  should  long 
prosper. 

You  will  receive  thb  by  Mr.  Deane,  who  has  a  graal 
regard  for  you,  and  whooi  1  reoonunend'  Id  your  civl* 
hies,  though  the  gentleasan  at  present  with  you  WKf 
be  prejudiced  against  him ;  prejudices  that  time  wfl 
cause  to  vanish,  by  showing  they  were  groundless.  I 
enclose  a  packet  for  Leydeiit  which  I  shaD  be  glad  to 
hear  is  delivered  safe,  snd  therefore  desire  your  care 
of  it    I  am,  &C.  B. 


P.  S.  JsMMvy  SOIL  —  Smce  writmg  the  above»  I 
have  received  yours  of  the  ISth  oMant  I  am  glad 
to  bear  that  the  aflUn  of  the  republic  have  taken  so 
good  a  turn  in  Russia.  With  this  you  wl  receivo 
three  letters  for  Mr.  Laurens,  which  I  request  ytm 
would  forward  to  Mr.  Adams.  Be  of  good  cour^gf^ 
and  kiH^p  up  your  spirits.  Tour  last  letter  has  a  adk 
anrholy  turn.  I)o  you  take  sufficient  bodily  eieidsel 
Walking  in  an  cxceDcnt  thing  for  those  whose  en^ibjr* 
mcnt  is  chiefly  sedentary. 
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TO    DAVID    BARCLAY. 

Death  of  Dr.  Fothergill. 

Passy,  19  Febnnrj,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  condole  with  you  most  smcerely  on  the  loss  of 
our  dear  friend,  Dr.  Fothergill.  I  hope  that  some  one, 
that  knew  him  well,  will  do  justice  to  his  memory,  by 
an  account  of  his  life  and  character.  He  was  a  great 
doer  of  good.  How  much  might  have  been  done,  and 
how  much  mischief  prevented,  if  his,  your,  and  my 
jomt  endeavours,  in  a  certain  melancholy  afi^,  had 
been  attended  to.*  With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I 
am,  &c  B.  Frakkun. 


TO   SIR  EDWARD   NEWENHAM. 

Passport  for  Provisions  and  Clothing  sent  to  the 
West  Indies. 

?wmjy  13  Febraary,  178L 

Sir,  • 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  hcmor 
of  writing  to  me  the  12th  ultimo.    Enclosed  with  thiii^ 

*  The  allusion  here  is  to  the  negotiation,  which  was  attempted  be« 
tween  Dr.  Franklin,  Dr.  Fothergill,  Mr.  Barclay,  and  Lord  Howe,  a 
short  time  before  Dr.  Franklin  lefl  England.  See  VoL  V.  p.  1.  In  a 
letter  to  Dr.  Lettsom,  respecting  Dr.  Fothergill,  dated  March  17tb»  1763^ 
he  wrote  as  follows.  **  Our  late  excellent  friend  was  always  proposiQ|f 
something  for  the  good  of  mankind.  You  wOl  find  instances  of  this 
kind  in  one  of  his  letters,  which  I  enclose,  the  only  one  I  can  at  preneat 
lay  my  hand  on.  I  have  some  very  valuable  ones  in  America,  if  they 
are  not  lost  in  the  late  confusions.  Just  before  I  left  England,  he,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Barclay  and  myself,  labored  hard  to  prevent  the 
coming  war ;  but  our  endeavours  were  fruitless.  This  transaction  is  al- 
luded to  in  the  first  page.  If  we  may  estimate  the  goodness  of  a  man 
by  his  disposition  to  do  good,  and  his  constant  endeavours  and  suceea 
in  doing  it,  I  can  hardly  conceive  that  a  better  man  has  ever  existed.''— 
Lettsom's  Life  qf  Dr.  FoihergiU^  p.  177. 
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I  ^nd  you  the  passport  desired,  which  I  hope  wil 
be  res|)ected  and  effectuaL  With  great  esteem,  I  hate 
the  hoDor  to  be,  Sir,  &uc. 

PASSPORT. 

"  To  ail  Captains  and  Commanders  of  Vessels  of  War 
helon^in^  to  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  Amer- 
i<  a,  or  either  of  them,  or  to  any  of  the  Citizens  of  the 
siiiil  Slates,  or  to  any  of  the  Allies  thereoC 

**  (Jk.ntlkmkn, 
''It  t>ein^  autttentically  represented  to  me,  that  the 
worthy  citizens  of  Dublin,  touched  with  the  generd 
(*alanutit\s  with  which  Divine  Providence  has  thought  fit 
lately  to  \Lsit  the  West  India  Islands,  have  charitablj 
re>(»l\ril  to  (Ohtrihute  to  their  rehef,  by  sending  them 
si»nH*  {Hnonsions  and  clothing;  and,  as  the  principles 
f>f  common  humanity  require  of  us  to  assist  our  feUow 
matures  though  enemies,  when  distressed  by  tha 
hand  of  (vod,  and  by  no  means  to  impede  the  be* 
nt*\oi<'n(e  of  those,  who  commiserate  their  distresjeti 
an<l  wouKi  alioi^ite  them;  I  do  hereby  earnestly  ttccm^ 
nu'iul  it  to  you,  that,  if  the  ship  or  vessel,  in  which 
th(*  said  (haritable  supplies  will  bv  sent  to  the  said 
Islands  >hould  by  the  fortune  of  war  lidl  into  any  of 
Nour  hands  and  it  shall  appear  to  you  by  her  authenCie 
p.iiHTs.  that  the  rar^^o  is  /m>iiij  fUif  composed  of  such 
hrfM  iinnt  donatums  only,  and  not  ol*  menhandise^ 
iniin<l«d  to  \w  sc4d  for  the  profit  of  the  shippen» 
\nn  uould  kmdiy  and  genenmnly  |H*rmit  the  said  vet* 
M'l  to  j>avs  to  the  phire  of  her  cU^stination ;  in  diHOg 
of  wliKh  you  will  not  only  have  the  present  and 
hi^nnij  'iatinf^'tii^n  of  having  gratifies!  your  own  hu^ 
mam*  arid  pitwis  fpelin^s  as  men  and  as  Chhstiana, 
but    laiil   undoubtedly   rocommend   joursehraa    to   dba 

•  •• 
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favor  of  God,  of  the  Congress,  of  your  employers,  and 
of  your  country. 

"Wishing  you  success  m  your  cruises,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be.  Gentlemen,  &c. 

"B.  Franklin, 
^Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  France.^ 


TO    COUNT   DE    YERGENNES. 

Transmitting  Letters  of  Congress  to  the  IBng.  —  Bn" 
structions  of  Congress.  —  Critical  Situation  ofjSmer^ 
ka.  —  JVecessity  of  immediate  Aid. 

Ftaaj^  13  Februaij,  1781« 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  fix)m  Congress  their  letter  for 
the  King,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  puttmg  herewith 
into  the  hands  of  your  Excellency.  I  am  charged,  at 
the  same  time,  to  "  represent,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
the  unalterable  resolution  of  the  United  States  to  main- 
tain their  liberties  and  independence;  and  mviolably 
to  adhere  to  the  alliance  at  every  hazard,  and  in 
every  event ;  and  that  the  misfortunes  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, instead  of  repressing,  have  redoubled  their  ar- 
dor; that  Congress  are  resolved  to  employ  every  re- 
source in  their  power  to  expel  the  enemy  fix)m  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  by  the  most  vigorous  and 
decisive  cooperation  with  marine  and  other  forces  of 
their  illustrious  ally;  that  they  have  accordingly  call- 
ed on  the  several  States  for  a  powerful  army  and 
ample  supplies  of  provisions;  and  that  the  States  are 
disposed  effectually  to  comply  with  their  requisitions. 
That  if,  in  sdd  of  their  own  exertions,  the  court  of 
France  can  be  prevailed  on  to  assume  a  naval  su- 


Mr.  7&]  COKRSSPONDBMCI,  MS 


periority  b  the  American  seas,  to  fumiih  tbe 
ammunitjoii,  and  doching,  specified  m  the 
heretofore  transmittedt  and  to  assbt  with  the  loan 
tioned  in  the  letter,  they  flatter  theniMlv€a»  that,  lunkr 
the  divine  blessing,  the  war  must  speedily  be  termiii* 
ated,  with  glory  and  advantage  to  both  nations.'* 

By  sevend  leuers  to  me  fixMn  intelligent  persons  it 
ap[)cans  that  the  great  and  expensive  exertions  of  thn 
last  year»  by  which  a  force  was  assembled  capable  of 
facing  the  enemy,  and  which  accordingly  drew  towarda 
New  York,  and  lay  long  near  that  city,  vras 
ineffectual  by  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  at 
that  their  successes  in  Carolina  had  been  chiefly 
to  that  superiority,  and  to  the  want  of  the 
means  fur  furnishing,  marching,  and  paying  the  ex« 
))en.se  of  troops  sufficient  to  defend  that  provinoti 
The  Marquis  de  La&yette  writes  to  me,  that  it  is  ian 
possible  to  conceive,  without  seeing  it,  the  ilistraaa 
whieh  the  troops  have  suflered  for  want  of  dotUng  | 
and  the  fiJIowing  b  a  pamgraph  of  a  letter  fixMn  GeA- 
enil  Washington,  which  I  ought  not  to  keep  baek 
ffx^m  your  Excellency,  \iz.  **  I  doubt  not  that  you  am 
so  fully  iiifiHined  by  Congress  of  our  political  and  mi* 
ttar>  stale,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  lo  trouble  yo« 
with  any  thinK  relative  to  either.  If  I  were  to  speak 
on  topics  c>f  the  kind,  it  wouki  be  to  show  that  om 
pffM*nt  situation  makes  one  of  two  thmgs  essential  to 
us ;  a  [)eace,  or  the  most  vigorous  akl  of  our 
{xirtu'ulariy  in  the  article  of  money.  Of  their 
ium  to  si*rve  us  we  cannot  doubt;  their  generosity  wl 
iio  e\ery  thing  which  their  means  wiD  permit"*  Tbej 
had  in  America  groat  expectatkms,  I  know  not  cm 
what  fountlation,  that  a  ccmsiderable  supply  of  money 
ifti>ul«i  he  obtained  from  Spain;  but  that  expectatkm 
has  failed,  and  the  force  of  that  natkm  m  lliose  aeaa 
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has  been  employed  to  reduce  small  forts  in  Florida, 
without  rendering  any  direct  assistance  to  the  United 
States;  and  indeed  the  long  delay  of  that  court,  in 
acceding  to  the  treaty  of  commerce,  begms  to  have  the 
appearance  of  its  not  mclining  to  have  any  connexion 
with  us;  so  that,  for  eflfectual  friendship,  and  foe  the 
aid  so  necessary  in  the  present  conjuncture,  we  can 
rely  on  France  alone,  and  in  the  continuance  of  the 
King's  goodness  towards  us. 

I  am  grown  old.  I  feel  myself  much  enfeebled  by 
my  late  long  ilbiess,  and  it  is  probable  I  shall  not  Icmg 
have  any  more  concern  in  these  affairs.  I  theref<xe 
take  this  occasion  to  express  my  opinion  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  present  conjuncture  is  critical;  that 
there  is  some  danger  lest  the  Congress  should  lose  its 
influence  over  the  people,  if  it  is  found  unable  to  pro-* 
cure  the  aids  that  are  wanted;  and  that  the  whole 
system  of  the  new  government  in  America  may  there- 
by be  shaken;  that,  if  the  English  are  suffered  once 
to  recover  that  country,  such  an  opp(»tunity  of  effec- 
tual separation  as  the  present  may  not  occur  again  in 
the  course  of  ages;  and  that  the  possession  of  those 
fertile  and  extensive  regions,  and  that  vast  seacoast, 
will  afford  them  so  broad  a  basis  for  future  greatness, 
by  the  rapid  growth  of  their  commerce,  and  breed  of 
seamen  and  soldiers,  as  will  enable  them. to  become 
the  terror  of  Europe^  and  to  exercise  with  impunity 
that  insolence,  which  is  so  natural  to  their  nation,  and 
which  will  increase  enormously  with  the  increase  of 
their  power.  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellen** 
cy's,  &c.  B.  Frakklut. 
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TO  OOUVT  DB  ▼BBOKUHBa. 

ft  6  Mmtkt  HSI* 


SlE. 

By  perusing  the  endoied  instnictiQiis  to  Cokml 
Laurens  and  roysei(  your  ExceUency  wiB  see  the  ne* 
cessity  I  am  under  of  being  importunate  lor  an  answer 
to  the  application  lately  made  lor  aids  of  stores  and 
money .^  As  vessels  are  about  to  depart  for  Anerio^ 
it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  Congress  should 
receive  advice  by  some  of  them,  of  what  may  or  mny 
not  be  expected.  I  therefore  earnestly  entreat  your 
ExceUency  to  communicate  to  me,  as  soon  as  possibhb 
the  necessary  information.  With  sincere  esteem,  I  ai^ 
&C.  B.  Feavsuv. 


to  rSUZ   BOeABBT. 


f^reuk  TVoBstofMi  ^  a  lofin  Ksrss 
«s  Dr. 


Sim 

I  recdred  the  letter  you  have  done  am  the  honor 
of  whiinK  to  me  the  Sd  instant,  wherein,  after  over* 
whrlming  me  with  a  flood  of  compliments,  which  I 
can  never  hope  to  merit,  you  request  my  opinion  of 
your  tmnshition  of  a  Latin  verK,  that  has  ben  appied 
to  fiu-.t    If  I  were,  which  I  really  am  not,  suflkiently 


•  Pnr  •  hmarj  of  GaUiMl  Join 
ihfUm^^  Ctmt^tudmnt,  Vol  IX.  ^  ISS 

I  Alludinf  to  tiM  Ulin  llM»  vMch  ww  I 
b7  M.  Turfoi,  •md  of  wIhcIi  Im  w  mM  to 

TIm   onfUMl 

VOL.  vnL 
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skilled  in  your  excellent  language,  to  be  a  proper  judge 
of  its  poesy,  the  supposition  of  mj  being  the  subject, 
must  restrain  me  from  giving  any  opinion  on  that  line, 
except  that  it  ascribes  too  much  to  me,  especially  in 
what  relates  to  the  t3rrant ;  the  revolution  having  been 
the  work  of  many  able  and  brave  men,  wherein  it  is 
sufficient  honor  f^  me  if  I  am  allowed  a  small  share. 
I  am  much  obliged  by  the  favorable  sentiments  yoa 
are  pleased  to  entertain  of  me;  and  I  shall  be  glad 
to  see  your  remarks  on  Gay's  Fan^  as  well  as  your 
own  poem  on  the  same  subject  With  regard,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  &c. 

B.  FnAiTKLnr.    • 

Mrtmomicon  of  Manilius,  (Lib.  L  104,)  where  the  poet  ii  spea]dii|;  of 
EpicoruB. 

^Eripuit  Jovi  fulmen,  viresque  tonandL* 

IL  Nogaret's  translatiQn  was  accompanied  by  critical  remarln.  Tba 
following  Lb  an  extract  from  bis  letter. 

*<Le8  Fran^ais,  votre  Excellence  le  s^ait,  ont  fait  tons  leon  eflSirts 
pour  traduire  ce  vera  Latin  06  I'on  vona  rend  jcwtiee  en  ai  pea  de 
mots.  Da  ont  paru  aoari  jaloax  de  trmnapevter  oet  61oge  Juit  Imv 
langue,  qu'ila  le  sont  de  Tons  posa6der.  Cependant  perw>nne  n*a  i^iiaa, 
et  je  croia  qu'on  ne  riusaira  pas.  Car  de  ces  deux  vers,  insMs  com- 
me  dea  meiUenrs  dans  VJttmanach  des  Mu$e$  de  Pannte  demito; 

<  Get  homme  que  tu  vois,  sublime  en  tons  les  tems, 
IMrobe  aox  dieux  la  foodre  et  le  sceptre  anx  tgnuMi* 

le  premier  est  de  trop.  Le  second  Ters  est  passable*  U  aerait  bon,  n,  ao 
lieu  de  dirobe^  il  y  avait  arrache,  Mais  ce  seul  vers  ne  soffit  paa. 
Le  sens  n'est  pas  plein.  II  faudrait  un  nom  ou  un  pronom;  et  ni 
Pun  ni  Tautre  n'y  pent  entrer;  autrement  le  yen  n'y  serait  phra. 
Auraitron  k  peu  prte  T^quivalent  du  Latin,  si  Ton  diaaitp 

*0n  I'a  vu  d^armer  les  tyrans  et  lea  dieux'? 

**  Puisqne  le  laconisme  est  nectoaire,  voilii  ce  que  je  propoaeraia  aa 
graveur.  Les  imagca  du  sceptre  et  de  la  /b^ubre  diapandssent  en  ap- 
parence  dans  cctte  traduction  ;  maia  je  ponse  qu'ellea  n'tehappeai 
point  aux  yeux  de  la  reflexion.  DUanmer  Jupiter,  c'est  lui  6ter  aa 
ibudre.  Ccdo  dit  beaucoup  dans  le  Latin.  CSeux  ne  le  rendrait  poiaC 
Py  suppMe  par  des  ^tres.  Je  ne  dis  pas  que  la  phyaique  y^gagne, 
mais  la  po^sie  n'y  perd  pas." 

In  reply  to  Dr.  Franklin's  aaawer,  some  time  afterwards^  ¥L  Noguei 


Mr.  TX]  COEES8PON DSNCB. 


TO   M.   DC  RATHBTAL,  •BCmBTART  TO  THE  COVEOIL 
OP  0TATB. 

SuppKei  wanted  m  Jimerka. 

f,  11  Mmdk.  ITtL 


SlE, 
I  have  extmiiied  the  list  of  Mppliet  winlod  m 
ict,  which  I  receifod  yefterdmy  from  yov,  m  wder  to 
mark,  as  desired,  what  may  be  moaC  necg— y  to  fiiw 
ward  thidier.  As  that  list  b  of  old  dala^  aad  I  do 
not  know  what  part  of  it  may  have  baea  ateady  pm* 
cured  by  other  channels,  and  I  understand  by  my  lal» 
ters  that  a  new  last  has  been  made  out,  which  n  givmi 
to  Cobnel  Laufens,  and,  though  mentioned  to  be  snC 
to  me  also,  is  not  yet  come  to  my  hands,  I  have  thought 
it  may  be  weH  for  the  present  to  order  the  makmg 
of  a  quantity  of  soldiers'  and  officers*  dbthing^  eqosi 
to  one  third  part  of  what  has  been  demanded  flhoai 


ni«l ;  **  Pans  Ml  coatooA  4«  te  trmdoctioa  4«  vocr* 
portrmii  fait,  com^  j«  Vvnm  prtlvu,  te  famuw  4a  fw 
The  foUowini;  w  lyAlembnt's  truitaaoa. 

*Ta  TOM  to  Mft  coor»f»«i| 
Ddol  riiMrrai  ct  nil«  ftato 
AmdM  to  toaMffvt  aoi  dif»ai, 
Bl  to  ifltyui  4  to  Cjimaoto.* 


AmoDir  Dr.  Frttnkltn^  PBpvni  I  ^^  tlM 
non  from  an  unknown  hand. 

•*  Prtnkhn  Mit  trritPf  to  foidro  duM  ton  nbi^ 
Kt  e*c«t  to  mmndrv  torn  qu'it  At  A  «  p*lffW| 
An  nulira  d«  climnU  divrmi 
Vk^  dnounnH  to  tjrrnnnto, 
n  St  Hgmt  to*  ftffU,  to*  nMrum.  nt  to  fMs; 
Bl  voiU  to  Upcm  ^no  j*oAv  4  I 

It  vni  hkrwiM  tnnatoma  mmd  Enfliab  hj  Ifr 

•He  tnatrhrd  tK»  toilt  fros  ll«ttv«n^ 
DMfmfd  nn4  dravn  Ibt  Ipnai  ftoai 
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page  31  to  page  42  inclusive;  and  to  collect  and  get 
ready  also  one  third  of  the  other  articles  mentioned  in 
the  said  pages,  which  I  have  marked  with  a  red  line 
in  the  margin,  the  whole  to  be  sent  by  the  first  good 
opportunity. 

I  think  it  would  be  well  also  to  send  five  thousand 
more  good  fusils,  with  fifty  tons  of  lead,  and  two  hun- 
dred  thousand  flints  for  fusils.  If  these  could  go  with 
the  fleet,  it  would  be  of  great  service.  More  powdar 
is  not  necessary  to  be  sent  at  {H^sent,  as  there  goes 
m  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  the  remainder  of  the  two 
thousand  barrels  granted  last  year,  and  also  two  hun- 
dred tons  of  saltpetre,  which  they  will  make  into  pow- 
der. For  the  other  articles  that  may  be  wanted,  as 
Colonel  Laurens  will  come  fully  instructed,  as  well  by 
the  list  given  to  him,  as  from  his  own  observation  and 
experience  in  the  army,  and  fix)m  the  information  he 
will  receive  bom  General  Washington,  with  whom  and 
the  Marquis  de  Lafayette  he  was  to  consult  before  his 
departure,  I  conceive  it  will  be  best  to  wait  a  little 
for  his  arrival. 

I  return  the  lists,  and,  having  by  some  unaccountable 
accident  mislaid  and  lost  the  paper  you  gave  me,  con- 
tammg  what  Count  de  Vergennes  said  to  me  yester- 
day, I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  repeat  it,  and 
send  it  by  the  bearer.  I  am  ashamed  to  give  you  this 
trouble,  but  I  wish  to  be  exact  in  what  I  am  writing 
of  it  to  Congress.     With  the  greatest  esteem,  &c. 

B.  Franklut. 


APPENDIX. 


TOL.    VIII.  TT 


APPENDIX. 


No.  I.  p.  967. 
A  rRAG.ME5T  OP  POLTBIV8.* 
FSrmm  kit   Trtniife  #«  flu  Atkemiam  Oi 


Armmff  httd  kmg  b««i  aa  ob|iwt  of  tmiterfd  ateirttKNl,  tai 
eociM«)u<*ntJy  of  en? y.  H«r  navy  wm  invincible,  be?  coMnnoreo  ••• 
lAOMTc;  Kuropo  and  Ana  supplied  ber  witb  fpeallh;  of  bar  6U^ 
lenn,  aU  w«re  intrepid,  many  viitaowi ;  but  aonie  loo  niieb  Hifeetai 
wuh  principles  anfavorable  lo  freedom.  Hence  an  olifareby  wi^ 
m  firemt  mea^urf*,  rflabliabfd  ;  crooked  eoonaela  were  tboofbl  ■•» 
prtrme  wisdom  ;  and  tbe  Atbmtana,  baring  kiec  tbeir  tf«e  rcMl 
for  their  own  frer^iom,  began  to  attack  tbat  of  tbeir  oolomee,  tai 
of  tlir  Siatrs  whicb  they  bad  befcre  ptotocted.  Tbeir  arrofit 
cliiriM  of  unlimited  dominioo  had  compelled  tbe  Chiins,  CoaM^ 
Rhrji)i4n««,  l<«'«hiao«.  lo  join  with  nine  ocbar  small  eomnwmiHos  m 
tbe  %t>nfti  9t*tr,  which  they  began  with  laconcoirabla  ardor,  aai 
cootintied  with  induttry  sorpasemg  all  etample,  and  alnmal  mm^ 
pa««iri{j   Iwliff 

Thr?  wer««  openly  assisied  by  Mausolus,  kmf  of  Caria,  to  vboM 
nirtrofH.li^  the  united  Islan<l«  ba<l  sent  a  philosopber,  namod  Blati 
thrrHMi.  rmiii«*nt  (tw  the  deepest  knowledfs  of  natnre,  tba  mm/L 
mA^  jiiilffiiiriii,  tnof^  approved  virtue,  and  most  ardaat  seal  fcr 
thr  raii%r  rkf  general  litierty.  The  war  had  been  sop|ninod  te 
three  ^r\t%  with  infinite  riertions  of  valor  oo  both  sidas,  wilb  d»> 
h^irrstr  tirmnrw  on  the  part  of  the  allies^  and  with 


*  It  will  («*  iifiu»rU»*lrlv  prrrciTr«l,  vti  \hm  prm— I  of  ibis  fniwmiktA  fVl^i 
^ent  th«i  \\  wM  tA  iugrxu'>\u  (ir « icr  ••()  tW  part  uf  Iff.  hmf  \»  Wiag  Is 
\h  Yt\'\k'\f\  •  n«>t}«^  •urh  trrm*  •  f  ronn !i«ii<-n.  m  auflit  pr«<i«U)r  »l  tbi*  tuns 
K«t<^   hrrn  '.MaiimhI  ff^Msi  th«»   Hntt^  fo=rrniCwr»t      TIm»  Mhi  ««f  a  ^r^^i  ss- 

^«r  ««rM,   KncW»4  ft«  .frA#a#,  tb»  t'ntlr<l  lluu«s  l^jf  ibe   *-*T--*r.  f^   nwfc 
ha  t  -r  /  'tmikrr^mk,  u»4  Mr.  iu»r«  tmt  mm  Mktmmn^  ths  tslrryeH1iMi  vii  ba 


t>*  f  |i*U« 
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lence  on  the  part  of  the  Athenians ;  who  had,  nevertheless,  de- 
spatched commissioners  to  Rhodes,  with  intent  to  propose  terms  of 
accommodation ;  but  the  States  (perhaps  too  pertinaciously)  re- 
fused to  hear  any  proposal  whatever,  without  a  previous  rec<^i- 
tion  of  their  total  independebce  by  the  magistrates  and  the  people 
of  Athens. 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  an  Athenian,  who  had  been  a 
pupil  of  Issus  together  with  Demosthenes,  and  begun  to  be  known 
in  his  country  as  a  pleader  of  causes,  was  led  by  some  affairs  of 
his  clients  to  the  capital  of  Garia.  He  was  a  man  unauthorized, 
unemployed,  unconnected ;  independent  in  his  circumstances,  u 
much  as  in  his  principles ;  admitting  no  governor,  under  ProTi- 
dence,  but  the  laws;  and  no  laws  but  those,  which  justice  and 
virtue  had  dictated,  which  wisdom  approved,  which  his  country 
had  freely  enacted.  He  had  been  known  at  Athens  to  the  sage 
Eleutherion ;  and,  their  acquaintance  being  renewed,  he  sometimei 
took  occasion  in  their  conversations  to  lament  the  increasing  c^ 
lamities  of  war,  and  to  express  his  eager  desire  of  making  a  gen- 
oral  peace  on  such  terms  as  would  produce  the  greatest  good  Jrwm 
the  greatest  evil;  for  "this,"  said  he,  "would  be  a  work  not  un- 
worthy of  the  divine  attributes ;  and,  if  mortals  could  eAsct  it,  they 
would  act  like  those  beneficent  beings,  whom  Socrates  bdieved 
to  be  the  constant  friends  and  attendants  of  our  species."  He 
added, 

"As  to  the  united  nations,  I  applaud,  admire,  and  almost  envy 
them ;  I  am  even  tempted  to  wish  that  I  had  been  bom  a  Chian 
or  a  Rhodian ;  but  let  them  be  satisfied  with  the  prize  of  virtue, 
which  they  have  already  obtained.  I  will  yield  to  none  of  your 
countrymen,  my  friend,  in  my  love  of  liberty ;  but  she  seems  more 
lovely  to  my  eyes,  when  she  comes  hand-in-hand  with  peace.  From 
that  union  we  can  expect  nothing  but  the  highest  happiness  of 
which  our  nature  is  capable  ;  and  it  is  a  union,  which  nothing  now 
obstructs  but  —  a  mere  word.  Let  the  confederates  be  contented 
with  the  substance  of  that  independence^  which  they  have  asserted, 
and  the  word  will  necessarily  follow.  Let  them  not  hurt  the 
natural,  and,  perhaps,  not  reprehensible,  pride  of  Athens,  nor  de- 
mand any  concession  that  may  sink  in  the  eyes  of  Greece  a  na^ 
tion,  to  whom  they  are  and  must  be  united  in  language,  in  blood, 
in  manners,  in  interest,  in  principles.  Glory  is  to  a  nation  what 
reputation  is  to  an  individual ;  it  is  not  an  empty  sound,  but  im* 
portant  and  essential.  It  will  be  glorious  in  Athens  to  acknowl- 
edge her  error  in  attempting  to  reduce  the  Islands;  but  an  ao- 
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knowMiniMNit  of  hm  m%MHj  to  ndmcm  Umoi  (H  wkm  U  «o«bl«) 
will  br  too  pvhlic  ft  eofilMioa  of  wvakiMaft,  ftad  bar  riftk  ummug 
the  0UtM  of  Ciregcc  will  laiAaaclj  bo  Io«voro4. 

«*  But,  whftiovof  1  nif  bt  ftd? iw,  if  my  ftdvico  bi4  toy  ebitioo 
of  bniiK  ukeo,  tbw  /  kmmf,  ftiid  potMnroly  proooiioeo,  tbal,  vbik 
Atbrnt  w  Atbrnt,  bor  proud  but  brftto  ottioiM  viU 
ffrtsfltf  rrc<yniM>  the  indrpeodmce  of  the  Iiltocit ;  thoir  i 
•re  no  doubt  exhftttauUe,  hot  will  not  bo  oihftyHed  Ml  tbo  htoi 
of  uii  and  of  our  children.  In  thw  mmAmmm  nil  pnrtAos  tfvnt. 
I,  who  am  of  do  party,  diment  from  them;  but  whftt  m  ft  ftinglo 
▼ofe««  m  so  f  ft«t  ft  multitude  t  Yet  the  independonoo  of  the  nnttod 
Htftce^  mw  tftcitlf  ftcknowledffod  by  tbo  tery  oCw  of  finm,  «mI  il 
would  result  III  mlrnce  from  the  Bftturftl  opftimtioa  of  tbn  tinnty. 
An  rrprrtu  fteknowled|riiieiit  of  it  ia  metely  fmmml  wnb 
the  allie«:  hut  tbe  prejudice  of  roftnkind  bftvo  Hiftdo  it  J 
wtth  renpert  to  A  Chens. 

**  1^  thw  obiucio  be  tewoted.  It  ii  liifbt,  bnt 
whik*  It  IftMi,  thoo«nnd«  9mi  tens  of  ihonftindi  will  poriab.  In  wtr 
much  will  ftJwayi  depood  npcm  blind  cbnneo,  9mi  ft  iloni  or  hmU 
den  fall  of  snow  sNty  AiMtrale  ftll  year  oCwlft  §ot  libony ;  but  kH 
eomioiMKMiefii  from  both  Mdei  meet,  ftad  tbn  lilnMUra,  by  not 
intiMinif  on  a  yrtltmimartt  reeognitioo  of  aadofMsdMlon,  will 
WMUiff  enUbitali  tt  far  over. 

**  Btit  tmiirpmiinut  m  not  tUsmnimL  Cbioft,  Coft,  1 
are  inft/rW,  hot  imitfewdnti  on  ench  olbf  ;  ibey  mo  oo«w«lnd  by 
ft  rommtHi  tie,  but  bftfe  diCrreot  (nrmft  ftsd  diftrinl 
Thtr  art*  ^rm*  of  «ariou«  c«4or«  and  various  propertteft 
onr  hr.'ireWf.  Kurb  a  mien  cnn  only  bo  mado  belwoi 
whirh.  Ih>w  %ii<1Hy  «oe?er  the?  di0rr  in  ibrm,  ftfree  in  oni 
proftertT.  frr^mm.  RepoblK>a  may  ibrm  mikmtu€§,  but  not  ft  /in^ 
trni  mn»*m,  with  arbttrftry  munarcliMft,  Wert  Atbona  fOiftfnnd  bf 
th«*  ip«//  of  a  mooarrh,  elie  rould  never  be  eo6fdinftlo  with  tbn 
frer  l«iaiiH« :  for  Mich  ft  onion  would  not  be  d«p«unilnrtty,  b«l4ii> 
•imiurr  But  <be  it  aiid  •hftU  be  mied  by  ImiM  ftkme,  tiMt  m»  bf 
th«  trtll  .  f  the  fpft^pif,  which  19  %km  en/f  Imr.  ll«r  Arobnn,  oom 
whrii  h«-  wa«  prrpHmml^  had  no  eaeeoUal  proptrtn^  of  mMlftfcby. 
Thr  (<iQ*(itutt<in  oi  Atiieo*.  if  we  moat  de^ne  it,  vat  tbnn  m  re* 
pmhit,  wntk  a  ^rf^Hmmi  ttdrntrnfirmim'  mf  %i$  UtM.  Biffton  AtlMNie, 
thrrrii^trr.  and  the  frt«i  Matoa  in  tbe  •orld,  ft  Mnien  May  nammify 
be   Wwinril 

**Th«re  !•  a  mmhtmi  unton  betwoen  bar  asd  tba  Idandi^  vbiell 
the  tr*^*  ^>«v«  rnada,  and  vbiob  ibe  pnwnrt  of  ball  < 
VOL.  TIIL  60  TT^ 
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Men,  speaking  the  same  idioin,  edacated  in  the  same  manner, 
perhaps  in  the  same  place,  professing  the  same  principles,  apning 
from  tlie  same  ancestors  in  no  very  remote  degree,  and  related 
to  each  other  in  a  thousand  modes  of  consanguinity,  affinity,  and 
friendship,  such  men,  whatever  they  may  say  through  a  temporary 
resentment,  can  never  in  their  hearts  consider  one  another  ai 
aliens. 

"  Let  them  meet  then  with  fraternal  and  pacific  dispositiooB,  and 
let  this  be  the  general  groundwork  and  plan  of  the  treaty. 

**  I.  The  Garians  shall  be  included  in  the  pacification,  and  have 
■iich  advantages  as  will  induce  them  to  consent  to  the  treaty,  rather 
than  continue  a  hazardous  war. 

**  II.  The  archon,  senate,  and  magistrates  of  Athens  shall  make 
a  complete  recognition  of  rights  of  all  the  Athenian  citiscena  of  all 
orders  whatever,  and  all  fi>rmer  laws  for  that  purpose  shall  be  oom- 
bined  in  one.     There  shall  not  be  one  slave  in  Attica. 

**  Note,  By  making  this  a  preliminary,  the  Islanders  will  thaw 
their  affection  for  the  people  of  Athens;  their  friendship 
will  be  cemented  and  fixed  on  a  solid  basis;  and  the 
greatest  good  wiU  he  extracted,  as  I  at  first  proposed,  ,^19M 
the  greatest  eml. 

"  III.  There  shall  be  a  perfect  coordination  between  Athens  and 
the  thirteen  united  Islands,  they  considering  her  not  as  a  parent^ 
whom  they  must  obey,  but  as  an  elder  sister,  whom  they  cannot 
help  loving,  and  to  whom  they  shall  give  preeminence  of  hmwr  amd 
coequaHty  of  power. 

**  IV.  The  new  constitutions  of  the  confederate  Islands  shall  re* 
main. 

**  V.  On  every  occasion,  requiring  acts  for  the  general  good,  there 
shall  be  an  assembly  of  deputies  from  the  senate  of  Athens,  and 
the  congress  of  the  Islands,  who  shall  fairly  adjust  the  whole  boea- 
ness,  and  settle  the  ratio  of  the  contributions  on  both  sides.  This 
committee  shall  consist  of  fifly  Islanders  and  fifly  Athenians,  or  of 
a  smaller  number  chosen  by  them. 

"  VI.  If  it  be  thought  necessary  and  found  convenient,  a  propoiw 
tionable  number  of  Athenian  citizens  shall  have  seats,  and  power 
of  debating  and  voting  on  questions  of  comnwn  concern,  in  Um 
great  assembly  of  the  Islands,  and  a  proportionable  number  of 
Islanders  shall  sit  with  the  like  power  in  the  assembly  at  Athens. 

"  Note.    This  reciprocal  representation  will  cement  the  union. 

« VII.  There  shall  be  no  obligation  to  make  war  hot  far  tho 
common  interest 
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*'  WW.   Cofiinierctf  tkudl   flow  io  a  ftao  coorw  fa  Um 
Mlvtnuge  of  Uie  unitod  powers. 

*'  IX.  A  uiiivefMl,  uniimiiod  —  lifjf  abaU  W  prtc !>!■•<  m 
€f ery  part  of  (irc«co  aod  Asia. 

"  Thw/'  Mul  tbe  Athooimn,  *«  t«  tbo  rottf  li  ftkotdi  of  a  trMlj 
(buudfHi  on  virtue  •nd  liberty.  TIm  idea  of  it  aCiU  ftik  aftd  «l» 
patids  my  tool ,  and,  if  it  cannot  be  roaJised,  1  abail  not  think  il 
Jess  (glorious,  but  aliall  only  ffiova  more  and  more  tt  tbe  pmf^mm 
ticfti  of  iiMtikind.  May  tbe  Eternal  Bemg,  wboni  tbe  wise  and  thm 
virtuouii  adore,  and  whoee  atuibute  it  la  to  eonvert  into  good  tiMft 
evil  which  hit  uiiM*arcbabie  wiadoui  permiu,  MMpire  all  ranks  of 
mrii  to  promote  nthcr  thia  or  a  aamilar  plan !  If  this  be 
tKahlf.  Oh  loiaerabie  human  nature!  Rut  I  am  fuUy 
that,  if  more  at  large  happuieea  of  all" 

No  uiore  la  eatant  of  thia  iotereauog  piece,  upon  which  ite 
commentary  of  tlie  aage  Polybiiia  would  hate  been  particolarl/  fit* 
uaUe  in  tbeae  timet. 


No.  IL  p.  473. 

MBMOIR  OP  81R  JOHN  DALRYMPLB; 

oa 

A  PROJECT  OF  LORD  HOCHIX>RU  TO  PREVRUT  TUB  WAR.* 

TranalatioQ. 

Bf-forr   \\te  deciaration   of  France   in   favor   of  America,   hati 

RiKhiMrii.  torimrU  aiut»aafta«ior  lu  Spain  and  in  France,  &>rmed  a 
pr(ij«ct  (i)  prr%itit  Om9  war.  It  wa«,  that  llii){land  ab^Nild  propoM 
a  ^r«  It  iriAty  o\  conlkHieratKjfi  between  France,  Spam.  Portugal, 
aiiti   r.ii^'i^iMl.  (h«*  ohjccu  of  which   abouid   be  tbe  three   (oUowMf. 

*  >.'  J  tr.  lu:r>nip>  |MLMr«i  ff*Ha  l.«*b«»0  thMHlfll  HpftUl  to  Pftfia.  Whllt 
In-  «&•  .^  M^ari.l  (k*  r«:>4  on  (Vunt  Ae  IT.tt^U  BUara,  t^  HfMuuah  erfn- 
ia«rr  .  ?  }'  'ri^rt  \(rtir«.  tnd.  aOrr  »»«itr  frnr rfti  eunrM^mtmm  abMtt  tbe  war, 
\hf  ini!.i»t«r  rr<|i#>«t,-,i  ^uii  i«>  afUir  in  «riU»f  «h«t  lki»  had  Id  mj  mk  fktA 
9u\')r<i  11^  %-r*,tuingiy  •rnl  \h»*  Mrni-^r.  mkttk  h»  callr4  J  thMtmml  J^ 
ttd*<4  It  t.*a  brrn  «ir4«rii  up  Sittur  Umr  ftfr tiuwdy,  aed  tt  pmTforU  Io  hate 
Itt^n  '.'»  «  rfc  f  l>.rti  K'«rhf>>r>}.  ^ut  lU  prmm  d%lr  m  miA  know  a  i'eeni 
d**  n  rf-ilt  ItUitr*  fav*'  •  <'**ff  "f  t^  onifiiMl  In  Mr  Jay,  wh»  waa  than  Ihe 

An»«-rKtn   n.iniatrr   %K  thr   r«.url  M  Hp&in  .  %m4    Mr    t*%fiwkrlM»l    aael  a  iPm* 

■rfi|.(  *4  u»  MMw  to  l>r  rimAkhn.    ftae  Ihfiwmmi  Cmi  lifurfiii,  Vek  ITU 
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The  first,  a  mutual  guarantee  between  these  faw  poweiv  of  their 
possessions  in  America  and  the  two  Indies,  with  a  proriao^  tlnl 
a  war  in  Europe  should  never  be  a  war  in  those  remote  rtgions 
on  any  pretext  whatever;  fixing  also  the  number  of  tioopa  mad 
vessels  to  be  furnished  by  the  contracting  powers  against  the  pow- 
er, that  should  contravene  the  peace  in  those  distant  paita.  The 
second  object  was,  to  grant  a  participation  in  the  commeree  <rf 
America  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  ss  fiur  as  such  parti^ft> 
tion  might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  common  interests,  mad 
without  the  rivalship  of  English  America  in  England.  The  tlriid 
object  was,  the  adjustment  of  the  contested  privileges  of  the  AoMr- 
icans,  upon  principles  just  and  honorable  for  them.  Lord  Roeb* 
(brd  was  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State.  He  told  me,  thaC  the 
first  person,  to  whom  he  had  communicated  this  prcject,  ww  ihe 
late  Prince  of  Mazarano,  ambassador  of  Spain,  and  that,  thongh 
cid  and  indisposed,  he  arose  and  embraeed  him,  and  said, "  Ahl 
ray  Lord,  what  divinity  has  inspired  you  T  **  Lord  RoeMbrd  dan 
communicated  it  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  then,  and  still  oan- 
tinues,  one  of  the  ministers  of  the  King  of  England,  who  gave  it 
his  approbation ;  but  Lord  Rochford  soon  after  quitted  the  min- 
istry and  retired  to  the  country,  by  which  accident  the  project  fiuled 
of  being  presented  to  the  cabinet  of  the  King. 

I  have  given  a  relation  of  this  anecdote,  because  I  am  <Mie  of 
the  four  or  five  persons  who  alone  know  the  truth  of  it,  and  because 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  revive  a  project,  which 
will  save  a  million  of  Christians  firom  becoming  widows  and  or- 
phans.  As  to  the  first  object  of  such  a  confederacy,  Lord  Roch- 
ford did  not  doubt  of  the  proposition's  being  accepted  by  all  the 
powers,  because  it  was  the  interest  of  all  to  accept  it  The  leaeea 
of  France  in  the  two  Indies  the  last  war,  and  their  misfortonen  in 
the  East  Indies  in  the  present  one,  where,  in  six  weeks,  they 
have  lost  all  they  possessed ;  the  losses  of  the  Spaniards  in  the 
last  war  in  the  two  Indies,  and  even  the  stroke  the  other  day  n 
the  Bay  of  Honduras,  by  a  young  captain  with  a  handful  of  aol- 
diers ;  the  facility  with  which  Portugal  lost  the  Island  of  St  Cath- 
arine in  the  Brazils,*  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  Elnglish  aimiea 
the  three  last  years  in  America,  all  prove,  that  France,  Spua, 
Portugal,  and  England,  have  their  tender  parts  in  America  mmi 
the  two  Indies,  and,  of  consequence,  that  they  have  all  an  intewt 
in  a  mutual  guarantee  of  their  possessions  in  those  three  parts  of 
the  world. 

As  to  the  second  object  of  the  confoderacyy  I  am  senttUe,  that 


No.iL]  PROJECT  OK  LORD  ROCUFORO.  M9 


tbe  i<ic«  of  the  rHhrr  thrv«  poweri  p4fticipsitiiig  lo  ihe 
of  Amerir.1,  uiicier  cIn*  liniiuti«tn  of  lU  uol  briii|{  Micunnnubl> 
with  th<*  common  inlerr*U  of  I'liiKliiih  AmrricA  mm!  Knflaod,  m 
an  Mi<*«  ^MiH^what  va^uc,  and  Mjbjecl  to  dMputcs.  But,  ftirtuoat^ 
\y  Hot  humanity,  thrre  arc  6ve  |itiraiitia  in  ibam  6f€  coaaUtm^  of 
char«cu*r»  which  render  them  proper  u>  draw  the  uutlmcai  of  knbo 
d^rterinin  it«;  rrguJationa,  which  wdl  admit  of  no  diaputcs,  and  Bty 
enrich  France.  Spain,  and  PortugaJ,  without  tinpo%eri»hiiix  Rogiaad 
and  ^ler  coJonien.  In  America  there  la  Doctor  Franklin,  perhapi 
t)H*  hrM  ^eniun  of  the  age,  who  la  well  acquainted  with  the  oo«» 
m**rc*iil  (oiiiieiKMit  )M*twet*n  America  and  England;  Franco  Imo 
)»er  i*oin|»tr«*ner4jeiieral.  who.  frt>iu  haa  youth,  has  hern  hrougbt  ap 
in  the  practice  of  commt^rce ;  in  Spam,  we  bud  M.  Cimpowinw^ 
who  ha»  employed  the  maturity  of  his  life  in  acodiea,  thai  gito  km 
a  i»u(>eriont>  ui  diMTUMiou^  of  this  kind  ;  Portugal  will  be  ■nut 
ed  h>  the  couiisela  of  tlic  Duke  of  Bragania,  who  haa  gathato^ 
koo«le«live  in  almost  every  held,  in  C4MArta,  in  lihrariea,  aad 
on  Oh*  t\changrs  of  tlie  merchaots  of  Kutt»pe ,  and,  aa  lur 
land,  ^iic  has  a  minister,  who,  tburougldy  «erae«l  m  the  true 
e»ii  <»r  (-4»(nim'rce.  will  not  refuse  lo  America  what  ho  hot  jMt 
j;r anted  to  Ireland. 

A*  to  the  third  otiject  of  the  coulederau«io.  llngiand,  who  ohmIi 
h(ja<»is  «>r  her  own  Maffma  Ckaria^  vdl  make  no  difficulty  in  groAl^ 
in  J  1  mttifna  fkarftt  to  the  lil«erti««  of  America.  Perhaps  the  koil 
nnvtii^  I'*  r\|ie«iite  thm  meaMjre  W4mld  he  lo  gi%e  a  emie  kimmekt 
to  Ih  Fr4nklin  A  ge.ier«Mi«  conh<h*iice  la  llie  sureai  meana  lo 
vriirf  a  c*'tH*ro4M  ni-in  Sf»4iii  ha«.  too,  trry  s«ilid  inierosts  lo  Um 
surcr««  «.('  «ijrh  a  c<Nift*tler4c« .  and  ai^ainftl  the  lodopondeoee  of 
Ani«ri4*i  The  tir%t  i«.  thit  il'  Kiiglish  America  bec4Mi>ee  todo 
(i«ii«j«  nt  S|iini«h  \in«*rica  wdi  lie  oterrun  with  the  cootrabaod 
ol  iii«-  .\ttirric4n*  ihu<  iiidejM-ndeiit  ol'  (In^latid.  1.  Kfiglaod  10 
Umiii.I  ill  tieiiie^  with  S'^iain  not  to  carry  uo  the  c^mtrabaod 
lr«.Je  *2  St»e  II  re«ir  lined  U%  tlie  U'U  o(  this  C4>ntrab«iid's  dfaw» 
ifU  4  W4r  up>»ii  her  in  Kuro(Mr.  which  was  the  cottsei|uroco  of  R 
III  irM*  tiiiieii  of'  Sir  RoU-rt  Wal(M»ie  :|.  The  deameae  of  Fug 
li«h  4ii«i  K*ir(>f»f  111  commodities  teis  natural  hounds  to  tko  qoan> 
tilt  «»t    tiii«   r4»iilrah4iid 

Hut.  MtiMi  iti«*  Americins  are  iiide|irttdrnt,  they  wUI  aay.  ftrot, 
th«  >  4rf  not  Uitiud  hy  tlir  ire^tim  nf  the  Fngliah ;  secoodly,  ihoy 
wtii  ii'it  \ir  rr«ir4ined  hi  lear,  lieiug  «i  Cir  from  Spun,  and,  hot* 
111  J  (1«  ttMiilr^i  them«eifis  a;f«iiis(  eight)  iknusand  (Ingl«ah  aiddiofi 
and  maniirii,  they  would  but  little  droad  ibo  kircoa  of  Hpumi  udp 


550  FRANKLIN'S   WRITINGS.  [Afpuois, 

thirdly,  the  low  price  of  American  commodities  will  eover  the 
Spanish  colonies  with  contraband.  Indeed,  necessity  itself  will 
oMige  the  Americans  either  to  carry  on  this  contraband,  or  to 
make  war  on  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America  and  their  Islands. 
They  hare  neither  gold  nor  silver  among  themselves,  and  witboat 
these  precious  metals,  they  can  neither  cultivate  their  lan^  nor 
carry  on  commerce.  They  will  only  have  four  sources  from  whence 
to  draw  them ;  first,  their  commerce  with  Europe ;  secondly,  pen- 
sions from  France  and  Spain ;  thirdly,  a  contraband  trade  with 
the  provinces  of  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  new  world ;  and,  Ibiirtli- 
ly,  a  war  in  these  provinces. 

While  the  Americans  continue  in  a  state,  which  the  English 
call  rebellion,  their  commerce  with  Europe  will  be  interrupted  by 
English  cruisers.  Thus  they  will  draw  hot  a  small  qnantitj  •f 
these  precious  metals  from  this  first  source.  The  pensions  of 
France  and  Spain  will  be  much  too  inconsiderable  to  support  tho 
agriculture  and  manufactures  of  so  extensive  a  country.  Their 
only  remaining  source,  then,  for  these  metals  will  be  in  the  eaatr^ 
band,  or  wars  with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  provinces.  To 
prevent  this  contraband,  the  treaty  of  confederation  might  make 
provision  against  the  contraband  both  of  the  English  and  Ameri- 
cans. It  is  a  delicate  point  for  an  Englishman  to  suggest  the 
means ;  but,  were  the  two  nations  sincerely  disposed  fi)r  peace,  I 
could  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  suggest  the  infallible  means. 

Spain  has  another  interest,  perhaps  still  greater,  against  the  ki» 
dependence  of  the  Americans,  and,  consequently,  in  favor  of  the 
treaty  in  question.  The  Americans,  who  will  be  able  to  fly  with 
their  sails  wherever  they  please,  will  make  establishments  in  Now 
Zealand,  the  Islands  of  Otaheite,  or  some  other  Islands  in  the 
South  Sea,  from  whence  they  will  torment  the  Spaniards  in  thait 
sea,  and  even  the  English,  the  French,  the  Portuguese,  and  the 
Dutch,  in  the  East  India  sens.  Being  independent,  no  treaty  will 
prevent  their  making  such  establishments.  They  may  make  thomi 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  nations.  Captain  Cook,  in  his  last  print- 
ed Voyages  says,  there  are  forty-seven  thousand  seafaring  people  in 
the  Island  of  Otahcitc  alone ;  and  Captain  Wallis,  who  discovered 
those  Islands,  told  me,  at  Lisbon,  a  few  days  ago,  that  the  inhab- 
itants of  Otaheite  went  to  the  mast-head  of  the  English  ships,  end 
ran  on  the  yard-arms  as  well  in  three  days'  time  as  the  Englisli 
mariners,  and  gave  me  two  reasons  for  it.  The  first  was,  thet, 
living  on  fish,  they  are  all  seafaring  people ;  and  the  seeond,  that 
those  who  wear  no  shoes  are  always  the  most  dexterous  in  moiml* 
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Vo|i^,  gifw  m  4mmifAm  of  •  part  ud  «qr  is 
vImoIi  flMfte  w  a  finr  ««ilw  to  mmlm  MpumMUt; 
only  lo  look  at  Um  ihipo  of  Iko 


of 
1  tlmr  oiyMir  m  m 

go  to  Um  Sooth  80M  villi  My  ooirty,  te  io  ito  MaAo  of 

Uoro.    Boi  tiM  loui  ditoo>ofioi  of  CkplMO  Onk 

ct«ry  oMoili  of  Am  yow,  lotnd  Cko  Capo  of  Oooi  Hopib  ooA 
fiM  Uiito4o  of  Now  Zoilud.  mmi  m  ^mm  Ito  mm  Imm| 
OM  boii^  0  piMfo  of  feor  oad  tho  oilw  of  ivo  aoollia 

yoor,  %ni  lotofdo  Ito  foanb  poaiof  by  Copo 
villi  rapidity  by  iIm  Capo  of  Oooi  ilapo  oai  Nov 

Hoooa  it  Mava^  iImiI«  vhM  Iho 
pathapt  00  Um  aobfaal  of  Um 
M  tiM  coaal  of  ClHli  Aoa  Ih 

•Iwaya  lilow  ia  that  ^oanar.    Thb  ia  0 

vom  fewo  New  Zoolatti  loCapaHofv  m  kaa  Uaa^ooA  i 
Ml  of  Iho  vioia,  aooaMJ  la  Iho  Voyaga  of  OaplMi  Qaal 


liM  of  im  10  OM.  WhM  thair  foaaala  an  M  Um  oooato  of  Q 
Ihry  will  tftko  iha  odvwtafo  of  iho  Umi  wM*  vloahb  Um 
anoitaotly  Irooi  aavlh  lo  iMflh.  vii  oony  Ihaaa  aio^g  iho  oai 
of  Cbdi  ao4  Pato.  WiUi  Um  voM  UMyvJlfoio  iMiiio  4 
ID  Um  Bay  of  PaoaaiA,  oai  m  Um  ooono  of  ibii  aoy^o  UMf  f 
rava«r  tho  waeaaaia,  aai  OMho  priaaa  of  aH  Um  foaaala  ihap  m 
Tba  n«f  aJ  ferae  of  Spaao  at  Lmm  vil  Ml  hoao  il  hi  Ihak  pv 
to  himler  iham;  far  iho  aaaaa  aovUi  vM 
AoMTicaM  farvaii,  vil  ncoiovi  Um  iaaM  of  I 


Iha  ifopiot,  vhiah  aooo 
10  Ihatr  jolUamMU  M  I 
tha  aaaa  of  ChiM  Of  laiia. 
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return  with  new  vessels,  newly  manned,  to  repeat  their  ravages. 
Their  return  will  either  be  by  New  Zealand  in  coming  from  the 
Indies,  or  by  the  latitude  of  forty  north  in  coming  from  China. 
In  this  last  case  they  will  fall  on  Mexico,  and,  profiting  by  the 
land  winds,  which  always  blow  there  from  north  to  the  Bay  of 
Panama,  they  will  ravage  Mexico  as  before  they  ravaged  Chili  and 
Peru.  From  the  Bay  of  Panamli  they  will  return  by  the  great 
tropic  wind,  cither  to  their  own  liomes  in  the  South  Seas,  or  to 
the  seas  of  Asia  to  renew  a  war,  insulting,  tormenting,  and  with- 
out remedy. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  at  war  with  England,  France,  Porto- 
gal,  or  Holland,  they  will  direct  their  course  from  their  establish- 
ments in  the  South  Seas,  and  fall  upon  the  possessions  of  those 
powers  in  the  East  Indies.  They  will  have  two  great  routes  to 
go  and  return  by ;  the  one  to  the  west  of  New  Zealand,  the  other 
by  the  islands  between  China  and  New  Holland,  and  in  this  they 
will  have  as  many  passages  as  there  are  islands.  Thence  follows 
the  impossibility  of  waylaying  their  vessels,  either  going  or  on  their 
return.  These  consequences  may  all  be  prevented  by  the  treaty 
proposed  by  Lord  Rochford,  in  which  it  might  be  stipulated,  that 
these  Islands  shall  for  ever  belong  to  their  present  inhabitants  and 
their  posterity ;  for  certainly  the  nation,  who  shall  first  possess  her- 
self of  them,  will  command  the  commerce  of  the  Soalh  Seas  and 
those  of  Asia. 

Europe,  wishing  for  the  independence  of  America,  resembles  a 
man  asleep  on  ice,  and  not  sensible  that  ice  thaws ;  and  therefbre, 
to  give  the  greater  weight  to  the  confederation,  Holland  and  Den- 
mark, who  have  interests  in  both  the  new  worlds,  might  be  in- 
vited to  become  contracting  parties  to  those  articles  of  treaty, 
which  regard  the  mutual  guarantee. 

The  reason  of  the  frequent  breach  of  treaties  is,  that  they  are 
made  without  provision  for  the  future  reciprocal  interests  of  the 
contracting  nations.  The  only  ones  that  I  know  of,  that  pay  at- 
tention to  this  object,  are  the  treaties  between  Portugal  and  Eng- 
land ;  by  which  Portiiiral  gains  a  preference  for  the  sale  of  her 
wines  in  England,  and  England  for  the  sale  of  her  cloths  in  Portu- 
gal. The  consequence  is,  that  there  never  has  been,  and  in  appear- 
ance never  will  be,  a  war  between  Portugal  and  England.  It  woold 
not  be  difficult,  either  in  the  general  confederation,  or  by  separate 
treaties  of  commerce  between  England  on  the  one  part,  and  the 
three  kingdoms  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  France  respectively  oo 
the  other,  to  advance   infinitely   the  commercial   interests  of  all 
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thriH*,  tiy  ihcir  ri»niif\i'ifi«  with  Kn'litid.  Spain  htTing  «ifi««,  ml, 
fniit*,  ««ll.  hiir  ifKviN,  .iiiil  wMiH*  iHlirr  arlult**,  wliirli  F^|*UiMi  ImS 
tK>t :  mi'f  Kii'^htfil  htvin/  iron,  with  ri»il  in  thm  mm**  tirliU  for  the 
mmiufii'itiriiii;  of  it.  «iic|  Uy  tlir  nioi«tiirA4  c»f  Iny  cliumift  IfNif  wnol 
f<ir  rioihfi  of  SI  low  \wice,  •!«>  iiii.  lii»h.  wilh  loinr  otlnff  articic*^ 
wliirh  Spam  hM  n<H :  it  l^illtfus,  ih«t  wIitn  KiifUntl  is  ricli  whm 
will  buy  m«iri«  artirlr^  of  Spain,  and  when  f^|>aiii  m  tt€h  the  «ll 
\nir  nM»rf  srtirlfMi  of  Kn;!Un<l,  ami  €<NiM<«|urntlf,  Ihit  one  caiHMt 
rnrirli  tirr^H'  ifiittHiiit  <iirirliini(  i\w  f»tbrr  Tbr  Mmc  rvtaomag 
apf»lir4  to  thi*  natural  coiin«*iHNifi  tirtwff*rn  (^ifland  ftiid  Portyfftl. 

Thrrr  I*  r«fn  a  natur  &i  cotinriMin  lirtwrrn  KiiflaiMl  and  Fraae9 
III  niiny  oriirlr^  of  otHnmrrrr,  if  tlio  jralouaj  of  IbuU  and  aiUHN 
ftirtfii  (1  |M*r%iin«  did  not  |N'r)M-tiijtl%  intrrrii|H  it.  I  ha««  brard  ftnm 
rrrt.iin  authority,  fhil  h^d  tKc  AKt»r  Trrra?  mntinued  in  IIm 
miniMry  <»f  Kriinrt*.  lh«Tf*  would  hatr  hrrn  a  tariff  briwrrn  PraoOQ 
and  Kii^I^iid  i(»r  th<*  mtry.  fin  the  imxt  faf«iraMe  r«ioditiniia,  of 
th<*  MiiM'«  and  arti<*lff»«  fif  nwidff*  of  thr  f»iM*  nation,  and  the  maav* 
farturf^  of  iron  and  whrat  of  thr  (Mhrr,  and  Kn){land  migbl  bftfO 
prfK-urnt  th<*  ron«riit  of  Poriui^al  Pir  tlir  diminution  of  her  oofll» 
mrrrf  fif  winr^  with  Kn^latid  Ux  otlit-r  indrmnifKation^.  Knffaad, 
111  \\\**r  t%(  Frinr«*,  Spun,  and  Portu::at.  mi;;ht,  with^Nil  lOjur?  Id 
ht'r««>'f.  fWMi  {M-riiiit  thf  eipoftatMni  nf  thoi*  wwda,  payinj{  a  duty  oa 
thr  r\{Nirtation  thrriNtf  Tl»e  ei|Hifiation  of  the  niiperrtuoui  wool 
M«iiilii  U-  :iu  .!•!«  ihii^'r  to  thr  pfoprii'tor^  of  1  ind«  iii  Knglaod,  lo 
thr  Kill;:.  Ill  furfit^liiri^  him  a  ii«*w  rr«rnu«*,  and  to  ibonr  three  lift* 
tit»n<.   Ill   jimi.;  thrrn   an    artirlr   n«*cr««arf   fw  their  manufarturf*. 

riif-'ft'imfr!*  f-.r  humnniti .  thr  Abbe  Trfr»f  w  no  more;  hart, 
hippii«  f'lt  Ininiitiit^.  IH.  Krinklin.  thr  (%Nnpt roller <-<ir»eriJ  of 
Fr  iiKi.  M  rniP|i.ifiMiir«.  thr  Ihikr  of  Hraifatixa.  and  I^ird  Noflll 
:iTf  .."  «*i'l  !  %-iij.  iiiil  thr  Kin^'  of  Spun,  with  the  i*oant  4% 
F)  irtfl  I    It' inn.  tna«  put   all   llir««»   A«e   in   modem. 

}''*t  riM  ;»irt.  I  hi%r  w*  authority  fro*n  thr  Knjli«h  miniaieri  lo 
pr<  >i  nt  t'>i->  ;iri>if*<-t  but.  h«  in^  in  frif-i»d«hip  with  the  grralor  pOfft 
of  \\t*  t).  (II  I  i>*i  iM  riiimitr  f>f»tiri«  With  thr  oihera,  I  am  c«ftftMI, 
X\i\\  •«•  ti*-  «.f  thf  M'M^Mii  ntfi  in  ilii«  tnrmorial  oirre«potid  villi 
tht  ir  fiM»ni«  f  of  th  itkitf^  on  tlw  •nbpNt  1  c«»nfe««,  I  reeeito^  a 
Irttf  f  Ml  Piif'ij^n!.  ftii|f!frn  i\'\%  l^-fi^rr  mf  drpirture  Air  8|I0MI, 
ff'iMi  l.'»'-i  Ho«-l  (*n\,  wli*i  II  n'4  4t  prt-*rnt  in  ihr  mini«try,  but  «bo 
I*  »  •  I  kt:i  lip  Mith  a  pMfr.'t  ihit  d«tf'«  hiio  «n  Miorh  ho«wir.  llial  ba 
h '«  ii1ii*«tl  >iir  tit  frrl  t)ir  (Mil««-«  ffwi  file  frvieiliilfiy  nf  Oiakuif  II 
|iiirr«r.!.     iM'I    '.hit    1    h  i«r    a    Irfler   OO    iho   OiOM   «lb|Mt 
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Duke  of  Braganza,  who  entered  into  the  views  of  my  Lord  Roch* 
ford,  not  as  a  politician,  but  as  a  friend  to  humanity. 

Encouraged  by  such  men,  and  still  more  by  the  dictates  of  my 
own  heart,  I  wrote  to  one  of  the  English  ministers,  that,  if  I  did 
not  find  minds  too  much  heated,  and  there  was  no  danger  of  giving 
offence,  I  intended  to  do  justice  to  the  project  of  my  Lord  Roeh- 
ford  in  Spain  and  in  France,  and  begged  him  to  send  roe  an  an- 
swer to  Paris,  whether  the  ministry  of  England  approved  or  disaf^ 
proved  my  intentions. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  my  views  being  to  unite,  and  not  19 
separate  nations,  I  have  no  objection  that  the  ministers  of  France 
and  Dr.  Franklin  should  each  have  a  copy  of  this  memoriaL 
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